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52d St. Also Has Its Brain-Trust 
Setup, a Chess ‘in Checkers Pitch 


Fifty-Second Street, which auto- 
matically summons up visions of 
hoopla, bistros, niteries and swing 
bends, has nevertheless, a small, 


special reservation for the mind. 
Outlet for those who want to blow 
oft grey matter steam js in the form 
of a chess and checker pitch. V:.sible 
from the street through the windows 
of Broadway’s Sports Palace, it’s one 
of two such joints operated under 
the management of Harold Fisher, 
ex-telegrapher. And sans gimmicks. 

Take from both his two brain- 
eorner spots comes to around $10,000 
annually, which isn’t bad coin con- 
gidering it’s all in quarters and 
dimes. Price of a game is a quarter 
for a chess gatnbit and a dime for a 
fling at the checkerboard, with 
games cuffo to winners. 

These old standbys are apparentl 
holding their own, despite evidences 
of modern mechanization which sur- 
round them in such forms of auto- 
matic amusement as pin ball games, 
shooting galleries, and the rest of 
the attractions which make up this 
indoor ‘game salon. And there's al- 
ways a gallery too, with no charge 
for just looking. 

Excluding the machines, shooting 
galleries and Japanese poker tables 
which are currently big grossers at 
the Sports Palazzio, among the live 
talent attractions, 
players are second only to pingpong, 
which must also be considered in the 
flesh attraction class. 

The 64 square games occasionally 
draw some name folk, reports 
ing that Governors Earle of Pa. and 
Langer of N. D. play there when in 
town. Others who are said visit the 

jecker and chess tables sporadic- 
ally include Max Rosen, violinist; J. 

‘Continued on page 20) 


Add: History Repeats 


Seattle, Nov. 30. 

Boyhood memories of how young- 
sters used to crash theatres by car- 
Tying band instruments by the door- 
man when the minstrel show came 
to town were brought to the fore 
here at recent football games 
radio boys’ permitted 
friends to pass the gatemen with a 
part of the remote equipment. 

At the last game here one station 
helped seven one-eyed Conpnollys 
through the gates with piece 

ire, anid 9f the mike, cables, etc. 


‘Tew Bridle Path Bally, 
Equestrian Cocktaileries 


<< 





the 
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Newest kind of show business is 
the riding club variety where a half 
jozen assorted come-ons are adver- 
tised to lure equestrians into the 
moonti ght for nocturnal riding, with 

belli shment Be 

A Brooklyn riding academy started 
tLe fad with a so-called Cocktail 
Ride, starting at 10:30 p.m. wine 
up with cocktail, sandvriches, coffe 
‘ake, entertainment and da neiny 1g 


('wo-hour session sells for a deuce. 
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chess and checker | 





Daffy Song Titles 


Titles for swing compositions 
continue on their screwball 
pace, with the writers figuring 
that the more eccentric the tag 
the better chance will the tune 
have in taking with the swing 
addicts. 

With moon, June and spoon 
being severely taboo among this 
element, here are some of the 
current swing captions: ‘Lullaby 
to a Lamp Post,’ ‘The Maid’s 
Night Off, ‘War Dance to a 
Wooden Indian,’ ‘Hobo on Park 
Avenue’ and ‘Midnight in a 
Madhouse.’ 











NO TIGHTENING 


UP ON ALIENS 
BY WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
Denial of any change in immigra- 
tion policies affecting entertainers or 
actors came from the Labor Depart- 


,ment this week, following recent row 


stat- i 


} 


|prompted by attempts of Canadian | 


when |} 
their | 


which delayed entry of Nancy Va- 
dasz, a Hungarian dancer, who was 


temporarily barred upon arrival at |} 


| Baltimore. 
Misunderstanding of a general bul- 
letin to all field officers rather than 


any tightening on film, stage or caba- 
| ret talent was given as the reason 


| why Mile. Vadasz was detained last 


| weekend by Baltimore port authori- 


ties. There has been no change in 
the policy affecting performers who, 


under the alien actor law, are grant- | 


ed special treatment. 
The Balto incident was blamed 
upon vagueness in a warning notice 


women to come over the border 
seeking jobs as nurses, a department 
(Cc 


Goldblatts Seen Slated 


mtinued on page 61) 


For Chi Opera Control 


Chicago, Nov. 30 

Strong reports here are that the 
Goldblatts, department store oper- | 
ators, are stepping into the key posi- 
tion at the Cl ‘9 Civic Opera. If 
30, they will iceeed Jason F. Whit- 
ney, the Opera’s top man the past 
wo yea 

It is und od Whitney last year 
lug ito oh ‘rsonal bankroll to 
make up a deficit of around $60,000. 

Goldblatt f I has become in- 

easinely active with the Opera. 
They hold four life memberships 
with th ciety b les being regu- 
lar patro 
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Rodeo Ass’n of America the 
Target of the Cow- 
punchers — Steer-Rasslers 
and Bulldoggers Starting 
to Worry About Coin— 














Heretofore It Was a More 


9900,000,005 


or Less Amateur Racket, 
with a $1-Per-Point Pay- 
off System 


TURTLE GROUP BALKY 


| 
] ' a ales 
By FRANK SCULLY 
Ogden, Utah, Nov. 30. 
With more than 1,000 rodeos be- 
ing staged throughout “the country 


during the year and the gross well 
|over $2,060,000, headaches are com- 


|ing in to the Rodeo Association of | 


America from the talent end. 
Lone cowhands from the _ Rio 
Grande are organized as the Cow- 
boy Turtle Association and they 
have ganged up so successfully at 
several shows against the RAA that 
the RAA is thinking of turning the 
whole thing back to the Indians or 
| going amateur. 
Several old line 
ready gone am, and two 
oldest—Pendleton, Ore., and 
cott, Ariz.—are on the verge. 


f 


al- 
the 
Pres- 
Rea- 


have 
of 


shows 


(Continued on page 29) 


 Apple-Sluggy Hoofers 


Indianapolis, 


Nov. 30. 
Most otels and cafes here have 
agreempedt with union that parties 


must u s@ union musicians. Bunch of 
obscure college fraternities 
sororities combined last week to cir- 





le_mvent this rule at the Hotel 
Antlers. 
| Collegians tossed a party charg- 


ing either 26c or equivalent value in 


canned goods. Then they used the 
+public address system hooked up to 
| a phonograph and danced themselves 
apple-sluggy to canned goods of 
Goodman, Dorsey an ‘d other band 
leaders 

Union said it was something to 
look at, but nothing to worry about 


Kreisler Averts Panic: 
Tear-Gas Bomb in Mich. 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 


Tear gas bomb which drove hun- 
lreds in SRO audience of 4,000 to 
cover interrupted Fritz Kreisler’ 
nnual U. of M mm conce Mon 
lay night (29) in Ann Arb Con- 
cert continued after 10 ite 
however, with Kreisler noring the 
usual rest and remaining on stage 
to avert possible panic 

Routed payees returned after few 

|; minutes and concert concluded ith- 


out incid 


and | 
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Studio Labor Wrangles Worrying 


Hollywood on Production Values 


Ai 


+ 





Literal British 


London, Nov. 30 
The management of the St. 
Regis, where the ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ cast is quartered, has been 
visibly impressed by the play. 
Hotel is making the perform- 
ers pay their bills in advance. 


| 
Hollyw 
With production 


ood, Nov. 30 
still on the down- 
| beat and feuding between ITASE and 
other labor groups getting an official 
airing before state legislative 
on capital and labor, 
wood is worrying s if this 
uct won’t show the strain 
vhich it is being produced. 
Year ago, when the feuds were na 
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Holly- 
; prod 
unde 


44 
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year’ 











RADIO COST TO 
U.S. PUBLIC 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
Aggregate expenditure for broad- 


|cast service by the American public 
last year was nearly $900,000,000, 
cording to latest Commerce Depart- 
ment estimates. 

Chief item was outlay of $440,000,- 
000 for receivers, with 1936 sales 
mounting to 8,000,000 units. Power 
consumption for the 33,000,000 sets 
estimated to be in operation involved 
an expenditure of $150,000,000 for 
| batteries, juice, etc. 

production and _ station 
accounted for the second 


| Program 
| operation 


| biggest share of the nation’s radio 
j} bill. Talent investment was estimat- 
led at $36,000,000, while time sales 


brought broadcasters $114,000,000 


from sponsors, 


Remainder of the total was com- 
| posed of $75,000,000 pocketed by ser- 
vice and repair men for set over- 
hauling and maintenance, $45,000,000 
| for replacement parts and $31,000,000 
|for new tubes, of which 46,000,000 
|; were peddled. 


ac- 


bigger than Shirley Temple’s hand 
were hoping everything would 
over as all such battles had im 
past, in a week or two But 
ich passing month brought bigge 
ind meaner headaches. 

Los Angeles, last stronghold of 
principles, got rousted 
so badly it thought that the 


exec: 
blow 


| 
the 





ypen shop 


round 


Frisco earthquake had been back for 
1 retake. Part of this was due ta 
ict that from labor’s standpoint the 
town was back in the middle ages 
ind in order to come up to the rest 
of the country it had to step twice 
is fast. That meant stepping on a 
lut of toes. 

While many: of the strikes were 


remute from the studios, life here ia 
o integrated that scarccly anything 

can happen, even if at San Pedro, 20 

| riiles away, without affecting studio 

' production. Other strikes were 
right outside the studio gates and 
everal inside them. 

All of them in one way or another 
cost the studios plenty of dough and 
the end is not yet in sight. With 
costs climbing far beyond budgets, 
and grosses, due to a $2,000,000,000 
loss the peasantry has suffered in 
Wall Street in the last two months, 
likely to fall far short of last year’s, 
producers are at a loss to see where 
they can effect savings. 


PICKETING PICKETERS 
Chicago, Nov. 30 

To combat consistent picketing of 
its restaurant, Thayer’s here engages 
professional vaudeville performers 
who attract such crowds in front of 
the windows that the pickets are 
unnoticed. 
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ATE BLUMBERG REPLACES COCHRANE 


IN SURPRISE MOVE AS UNIVERSAL’S PREZ 





Cochrane Retains Lawyer—Bill Scully Succeeds ' | COCHRANE INVITED» 


Grainger in Charge of Sales—Rogers and Cowdin 
Engineered Shifts—New Contracts 


—- ———- ¢ 


Nate Blun vice-president and 
general manager of RKO theatres. 
succeeds R. H. Cochrane as president 
of Universal Pictures Corp.; William 
A. Scully, eastern district sales man- 
ager of Metro, replaces James R 
Grainger, as general sales manager; 
Louis Weinberg, circuit sales execu- 
tive of Columbia Pictures Corp., wil! 
become assistant to Scully, in an 
over-all executive shakeup in Uni- 


iberg, 


versal, engineered by Charles R. 
Rogers and J. Cheever Cowdin. 
The shakeup is bound to affect 


every part of the company by the 
nature of the high office changes 
which have been made. 

The new 
posts 





executives assume thei! 
under individual 5-year pacts 
beginning Jan. 1. Their appointment 
was ratified yesterday (Tues.) by the 
Universal Co. board. 


This infuses new blood in 
company. Universal ieceeeanes 
have been talking to Blumberg for 
some time, but the change is no less 
sudden or abrupt. 

The men chosen to head operations 
are those with successful records of 
achievement in their respective fields 
in the business. 

But the shifts climax a bitter tug- 
of-war for company domination and 
policy control among the Cowdin- 
Rogers-Cochrane elements, which 
has been raging for months. 


And it’s not over yet, apparently. 
as R. H. Cochrane has employed at- 
torney Saul Rogers to represent him 
in the situation. Cochrane is the 
biggest individual stockholder in the 
company. His brother, P. D. Coch- 
rane, is still in Universal; another 
brother, George, went out of U in 
the last company shakeup two months 
ago. 

Fresh Bankroll 

There is talk that Universal has new 
money on tap, amounting to around 
$1,500,000, simultaneous with the 
shifts, but this is not indicated of- 
ficially. 

R. H. Cochrane has been invited 
to remain with the company under 
a new pact, as a kind of payoff, as | 
chairman of the firm’s executive } 
committee. His present contract has 
around three years to run at $1,750 
weekly. 

Blumberg will start drawing $1,250 
up to $1,500 weekly at Universal. | 
He also gets call on 20,000 shares of 
U stock at $8, $8.50 and $9, plus a 
percentage of the profits. Also $100 
a week expenses. 


Scully’s deal is also for five years, 
at $1,000 straight; a call on 5,000 
shares; and a percentage. 

Lou Weinberg’s deal is three years 
only at $500, $600 and $750 a week; | 
3,000 shares of stock; no percentage. | 

Charles R. Rogers, executive vice- 
president in charge of production, | | 
continues as is. So does J. Cheeve! 
Cowdin, chairman, and Frank Mc- 
Carthy, eastern sales manager, under 
Grainger. 

Grainger will be paid off in full | 
and the only reason given for his, 
ouster is that the new president, | 
Blumberg. wanted his own sales 
mer. McCarthy, meantime, will fill 
Grainger’s post until Jan. 1. 

When first apprised of the shifts 
Cochrane most heatedly protested | 
Grainger’s lc:-out in view of his fine | 
saics record with U. 

Whether the British partners of 
U ‘tLord Porial-C. M. Woolf) and the 
Eastman-Erpi interests in the com- 
pany reinforced the Cowdin-Rozer 
forces in the latest moves isn't 
known. There is some talk that th: 
British interests with Eastman may 
have influenced the shifts. 

Erpi has been talking about dis- 
posing of its investment in Universal. 
probably amounting to $1,250,000 
and it may be that the British part- 
ners of U or others have acquired 
same. 


Other Changes 


Renoval of R. H. Cochrane, : 
president, presages other interna! 
changes in the executive and super 
visory personnel of the compans 
Present interest revolves aroun¢ 
P. D. Cochrane, brother of R. H.. and 
Charles B. Paine, assistant to R.H | 
Cochrane, and formerly treasurer 0} 
the company. 


Seen 


|} made without his knowledge, 


| versal 


| on 





Protean Duty 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Actor got a eall from an indie 
lot for a part that called for 
10 changes of clothing so fig- 
ured he was in for a couple of 
weeks. First morning on the 
set he got his orders from the 
director providing for 10 
changes that day. 

He was through with the part 
at 6 p. m. and drew a one-day 
pay check. 


T0 STAY | ON WITH U 


R. H. 
Cheever 


Cochrane was told by J. 
and Charles 
with 


balance of his 


Cowdin 
he 
company for 


could remain 
the 


reduced 


Rogers 
con- 
tract at salary and would | 
be given the title of chairman of the 
executive committee with we | 


no duties. 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Leo Spitz expressed surprise that | 
Nate Blumberg was leaving and said | Brod Crawferd’s Hollywood Offers 











R.H.COCHRANES 
ATTY. AUGURS | 
LEGAL SUIT 


After the board yesterday 
day) formally ratified the new Uni- 
versal president, general sales man- 
ager. et al. Saul R. Rogers, attorney 


he knew Blumberg had talked to| 

‘ | waa 
Universal but did not know a deal | Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
was in the making. Spitz said he! Broderick Crawford, son of Steve 


would make no appointment for the | Crawford and Helen Broderick, has 
spot until latter’s resigna- | 


Blumberg 
became effective. 

Nick Schenck, confined to the 
home of Joe Schenck with a bad 
| cold, stated that the replacement of 
Bill Scully was entirely up to Bill 
Rogers and Lichtman, 


tion 








A BROADWAYITE 


(Tues- | 


BACK AT HOME 


for the departing U president, Robert | 


| H. Cochrane, issued a formal state- 
ment yesterday afternoon’ which | 
augurs a future legal tiff. 


Statement emphasizes Cochrane’s 
services to U for 30 years; his vet- 
eranship in the business; 
Nate Blumberg appointment 


and | 
other things. 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Broadway has gone Cuban... if 


, you don't think so, try working your 
that the | | way downstairs to LaConga, the one 
was | place in New York that’s hurting the 


International Casino . 
lIt's run by 


. that’s news. 
three Senors, Roldan, 


Cochrane protests that his ouster | Roche and Bobby Martyn, the latter 


is illegal; that he and his attorney, 
Rogers, deem his contract with Uni- 
to continue unimpaired, and 
that he (Cochrane) 
render services in accordance there- 
with. Also that any future action 
on his part against U depends on 
the new management, 





York. R. H. Cochrane's 
are not known. 
Indications point to a possible ap- 
pointment of John J. O'Connor as 
Blumberg’s successor at RKO. That’s 
up to Leo Spitz, president of the 
_ company, who now is on the Coast. 
(A Coast report herewith quotes 
Spitz as quite surprised over Blum- 
berg’s resignation.) O’Connor is chief 
film buyer of RKO. Should O’Con- 
nor move up, the expectations are 
that Fred Meyers will be elevated to 


future plans 


| the post of chief film buyer. 
The surprise angle in the Univer- | 


sal .hakeup is the Grainger thing, 
because he is regarded generally 
throughout the trade as having 
achieved a notable record of accom- 
plishment at Universal in the five 
years during which he has been with | 


the firm. Grainger’s contract ex- 
pires July 1. 
Universal sales, under J. R. 


| Grainger, are said to have been al- 
most $400,000, domestic, ahead of last 
year, for the first 13 weeks this sea- 
son, outside of Canada. 

One of Grainger’s feats as sales 
manager of Universal has been to 
raise $185,000 in advance rentals 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ when the 
company needed it. Grainger was 
formerly sales manager of the old 


| Fox company. 


Eill Scully, incoming sales head, is 


already making a check on U. branch | 


cxchange managers and _ personnel 
“Ithough not taking command until 
Jan, 1. 

Among the things that have 
counted against U's economic struc- 
ture are such items as a $4.000-a- 


week payoff to John M. Stahl as di- 
rector on a film he won't tackle until 
after the first of the year, yet he’s 
been collecting his salary ii full ever 
since May. 


Danielle Darrieux’s contract calls! 


for $40,000 for her first U pictun 


die as regards the French import’s 
deficiency in speaking English. 
Blumberg was with Universal once 
before as a theatre operator. That 
was prior to the time that U dispesed 
ry its chain under the supervision of 
ouis Cohen. Biumberg joined RKO 
in 1929 as assistant general manager. 
In 1932 he was placed in charge o: 


Charles R. Rogers now is in New} all RKO theatre operation. 


| 


is prepared to | 


| 


e,| M. 
but it’s since become a company hur- | 


| who gave up a seat in the stock ex- 
change for a seat at a ringside table 
of his own place. During Marlene 
Dietrich’s visit here last week she 
checked out of her hotel and moved 
down there to listen nightly to Pan- 
cho’s swell music. The rogm itself 


{isn’t anything extraordinary in de- 


sign. Huge trees support the base- 
ment—in other words, we call it a 
| subway station with trees. What a 
| hellttva spot for a dog act! 


Night life marcnes on... so far 
the new backers of the recently 
closed French Casino includes every- 
one but Powers Elephants. 


We see where our President went 
fishing to take his mind off the na- 
tion’s troubles for a few days. We 
don’t doubt that he needs the rest 
but after all, he hasn’t so much to 
worry about, True, what with taxes, 
budgets, the League of Nations, etc., 
it’s quite an ordeal but that isn't the 
chief worry of this great country... 
the main issue that'll either make 
it or break it seems to be who will 
| play Scarlett O'Hara? 

Now, there is really an important 
item. Supposing someone plays it 
| that doesn’t suit Mussolini? War is 
inevitable. Supposing they give the 
role to Molly Picon...imagine Hit- 
| ler’ s reaction. Ah! yes, this situa- 
| tion is something to Svante “Ss 7ith, 
| and mind you, we haven heard 
| Walter Lippman’s viewpoints.2on the 
matter yet. Personally, we will be 
so happy when the crisis has passed 
and they okay someone for the part, 
then as far as we are concerned, the 
world can go back to normalcy... 
Dave Selznick can go back to Mrs. 
Selznick. the picture can go to Radio 
City and all will be right with the 
world! 

Thoughts While Thinking 

Speaking of Scarlett, 
happened to her old 
O’Hara?... 

After watching Mae Murray and 
several others doing it, we give our 
‘quickie’ description of the rhumba 

a suppressed belch! 

“Sugge sted title for Fred Astaire’s 
next one—A Picture In Distress.’ 

After being an honorary member 
of the N. V. A. for 20 years, George 
Conan. unsolicited, sent over his 
dues last week to the reorganized 
club now all they have to do is re- 
|organize vaudeville and they've got 
something. 

Caption for the 
Rather Be .: ht’ ‘Tw o Hart 
but a single Kaufman’.... 

And while all these guys are 
creating feuds, tor 

purposes or otherwise, 
them would remember 
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MPPA proposes pix producers assume cost of mechanical 








| Bank Hands Spitz 


Axe to Chop 


Off RKO Deadwood; Doom Producers 


HIS TURN NOW 


| Stnee Play’s Click 


had four Hollywood offers since he 
opened in the John Steinbeck play, 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ in New York, al- 
though he couldn't get a film nod 
previously. 

Youngster is handing the chill to 
screen scouts with the play looking 
to coast through the 
| status. 

With a price tag of $250,000 set on 
‘Mice and Men,’ by the author and 
| producer, several film outfits are un- 
derstood:to be in the bidding for the 
property. 

Restriction has been placed 
picture production before 1940. 


season 





Lichtman Rushing 
From London to L. A. 





Al Lichtman sails from London 
Wednesday (1) on summons from 
Nick Schenck to rush to Hollywood 
to participate in the final 
tion conferences 
David O. Selznick deal. 


Lichtman is due in N. Y. Dec. 6 
and will fly here immediately. 
Schenck remains here to confer with 


angles of the Selznick business, 
ing for N. Y. Dec. 10. 


Roadshow ‘Robin Hood’ 


Warner Bros. 
showing ‘Robin Hood’ (WB) at its 
Hollywood Theatre, on Broadway 
with the decision expected some time 
this week. 

When the house was reponed sev- 
eral months ago with ‘Emile Zola’ 
on a roadshow policy it was intended 
to continue that policy, but lack of 


leav- 








rying out that auned 


Wanger Mum on Plans 


Hollywood, Nov. 36. 
Walter Wanger returned to town 


last week after a month and a half 
in New York, 


Producer said he would announce 
no plans until the United Artists 
ownership situation jells. He still 
has nine years to go on a 10-year 
ticket to make films for UA release. 


as well as they do gags they might 
find out it started many 
between two little 
Cohan and Collier! 
From Way Out West 

We got a kick out of receiving the 
anniversary number of the Represa 
Sport-Telegram, a newspaper pub- 
lished in California State Prison, 
Folsom. They reprinted a_ story 
yours truly published about above 
place in VariETY a few weeks back. 
We thank the Editor, F. Chick Gal- 
loway, and his’ two associates, 
Schnozz Rankz and Puck Lawson. 
It’s a well written and interesting 
rag and we are glad if our little 
contributions brought some sunshine 
into a spot that can use every bit 
of it. There are 
columnists on the paper who, 
behave themselves, may be able 
work their way from the State prison 
to the State! 


years ago 
fellows named 
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For Selznick-MG Sig | 


distribu- | 
attendant on the | 


Lichtman on European problems and | 


| 
is considering road- | 


suitable product has prevented car- | 


sore several good } 
if they 
to. 


7 —- _ 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 
Drastic slashing of studio over- 
head, which most likely will result 


in lopping of numerous employes, 
has been launched at RKO-Radio by 
Leo Spitz, prexy, acting under orders 
from Irving Trust Co. of New York, 
receivers for the corporation. Cuts 
will hit all grades of personnel and 
departments, including 
clerical, labor, etc. 
bludgeoned 10 off the 
further eliminations 
rapidly. 

Idea is to dispense with needless 
manpower and Spitz was specifically 


production, 
Initial axing 
payroll with 
to follow 





directed to ogle the payroll lists with 
| that objective in view. Options of 


William Sistrom and Maury Cohe 


producers, will not be exercised 
| when tney come up for renewal: also 
'a number of others of producer 
status. 

Ticket of Pandro S. Berman has 


|{wo and a half years to go but un- 
| ; : : 

| derstanding is he is reluctant to take 
| over the top spot vacated bv S. J. 
| Briskin a month ago but desires to 
| make only five annually in the A 
classification as called for by his con- 
| tract. Briskin settlement is said to 
| have cost the studio around $82,000, 
which is being paid off in weekly in- 
| stallments. 


| Harriet Hilliard has negotiated a 


| release from her seven-year ticket at 
i; RKO which had five years to go, as 
ithe result of dissatisfaction with 


Climax came when 
player drew the femme lead in ‘She 


| roles handed her. 


Sang for Her Supper,’ which she 
| didn't like. 

SAILINGS 
| Dec. 11 (London to New York), 


| Georges Banyai (Champlain). 
| Dec. 8 (Los Angeles to Sydney), J. 
|S. Hummell (Mariposa). 


Dec. 8 (New York to London), 
|Henry Lartigue, Wesley Ruggles 
| (Normandie). 


Dec. 2 (London to New York), Gus 
Schaefer (Washington). 
| Dec. 1 ‘London to 


New York), 


*| David J. Vorhaus, Joe Seidelman, Al 


|Lichtman, Harold Holt, Madeleine 
| Carroll, Robert Taylor, Lione] Barry- 
| more (Normandie). 


| Dec. 1 (New York to London), Mr. 


|and Mrs. Ian Hay, Guthrie McClintie, 


| Katharine Cornell, William Morring, 


Mrs. Charles Butterworth ‘(Queen 
| Mary). 
| Dee. 1 (London to New York), 


, Frank McHugh (Aquitania). 


| — 





| L. A. to N. Y. 


Aubrey Blair. 

Lee Bowman. 

Frank Chapman. 

Tim Durant. 

Lola Lane. 

Al Lewis. 

Eric Linden. 

Frank Lloyd. 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
Orry Kelly. 

Wesley Ruggles. 
Richard Shelton. 
Eddie Sobol. 

Gladys Swarthout. 

| Josephine Tuminia 

| Patricia Wilder. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Binnie Barnes. 
Russell Birdwell. 
Julian Johnson. 

J. E. Perkins. 
Jobn Schultz. 

M. J. Siegel. 
Lawrence Tibbett. 
George White. 





ARRIVALS 
Jacqueline 
Wilder 
Mrs 


Thornter 
Mr 
and 


Laurent, 
Sir Louis Greig. 
Jan Smeterlin, Mr. 


and 


Mrs 


| Gerald F. Rackett, Henry Sherek. 





i? 





-_ 














1937 








Wednesday, December 1, 


eee 














eemed Likely That 
Will OK Exhibit for 1939 N. Y. Expo 


———— _ 


Campaign to get the motion picture 
‘ndustry interested in arranging a 
worthwhile exhibition or display at 
the New York World’s Fair of 1939 
probably will get under way the 
first of 1938. There is no assurance 
that the industry, doubtlessly repre- 
sented by the Hays office, will ap- 
prove such sort of an exhibit but 
right now pressure is being brought 
to prevent a repetition of the ex- 
perience at the Chicago exposition. 

It is possible that some official 
picture industry display will be set 
up if only to keep private enterprise 
from establishing a makeshift as in 
There, a ‘Hollywood-Mak- 
Pictures’ show, not di- 
rectly connected with the business, 
charged $1, with the trade reaction 


> 


Chicago 
ing Motion 


unfavorable. 

With more representative visitors 
possibly expected at the New York 
exposition and much greater attend- 
ance anticipated, current drive is to 
have the film business officially rep- 
resented in a dignified manner, if 
only for the institutional publicity 
that might be derived. Further in- 
centive would be to keep out un- 
otfcial representations or efforts to 
reproduce any angle of film making 
that might prove derogatory. 


NO PAR DIVVY 


SEEN THIS YEAR 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Local observers do not expect 


Paramount to make a divvy on the | 


company’s common this year. The 
firm’s fourth quarter earnings, ac- 
cording to current estimate, may run 
from $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 and the 
year’s total may run to around $8,- 
090,000. 

Heavy production, write-offs, of 
course, will dent the firm’s income, 
and in the main, most of Par’s earn- 
ings are via the theatre end. 

However, there seems to be an 
earnest endeavor of the executives 
to hold production costs in line and 
with this end in view, Barney Bala- 
ban, president of the company, has 
been here conferring with Adolph 
Zukor. Stanton Griffis also has been 
atiending these conferences. 


Paramount has scheduled a board 
meeting for tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
consider dividend action but whether 
a quorum can be obtained with both 
Barney Balaban and Stanton L. 
Griffis on the Coast, is doubtful. 

Dividends of 6% are due on both 
the preferred stocks but whether 
both will be declared in fuli, plus 
auything on the common shares out- 
standing, is uncertain. 


NO NITE CLUB SHOWS 
FOR GEORGE WHITE 


Film Industry 





No Foolin’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30 

Proof that the studios are in 
earnest about cost-cutting came 
home to a major agent last 
week when he was notified that 
47 writers on his list will be 
out the front gate of the studios 
where they’re toiling as 
as their current tickets expire. 


Chief Anti-Truster 
In FDR. s Party 
Upsets Pix Biz 


soon 














Industry read storm warnings in 
the action of Robert H. Jackson, 
| head of the Department of Justice’s 
anti-trust division, in accompanying 
| President Roosevelt on his trip south 
this week. 


| to stiffen its anti-trust legislation and 
front. 


| Presence of Jackson in the Presi- 
dential party for the ostensible pur- 
| pose of discussing the anti-trust situ- 
ation as it affects big business fol- 


the President that he 
| bring anti-trust laws up-to-date, Sev- 
eral industries, including the film 
business, are known to be down for 
intensive study and possible 
under the anti-trust laws. 
Present pending Federal 
against several outstanding 
tries may be finished before the ad- 
| ministration seeks to push through 
new anti-trust legislation. Flaws in 
present statute are expected to be 


aciion 


suits 
indus- 


| brought out in these actions and 
|remedies demanded as a_ conse- 


| quence, 


FILM COSTS 





UP 





Hollywood, Noy, 30. 

| Survey just completed by the Mo- 
|tion Picture Producers Association 
| shows that costs of making pictures 
has jumped 40° in the last two 
years, with more than half the in- 
crease being registered in the last 
year. Distribution has served de- 
mand on production to slice costs at 
east 15%) or face a flood of red ink. 

Labor expense hikes account for 
most of the boost, including 
pay tilts to craftsmen, white collar 
workers and lower-bracket players, 
as well as materials. 


M-G Plank Walkers 





George White returns to the Coast 


today (Wednesday) to start on his 
Columbia filmusical production con- 
tract, 

deprecates talk of his 
new French Casino, N. 
stating that it was just 
. idea, but that, basically, he’d not 
b2 permitted to do so under his Co- 
lumbia deal. 


Producer 
taging the 


> 
Y., shows, 
= 


Col.’s Retrenchment 


caught the curtailment 
*r and walked 100 workers down 
he plank. In line with 
Cohn’s policy to retain on payroll 


Columbia 


uly those necessary to operation and | 


pt duction, 


studio has only two low- 
budget 


pictures in work with 19 on 
shelf awaiting release, 

Plant will just coast 
Jan, 1, 


till after 


Harry | 


Hollywood. Nov. 30. 

Reorganization of Meiro’s. short 
subjects department now in process 
will chop half of the 25 
now on payroll, lot ins 

Reason is 
well up on its 
story material ahead of the produc- 
tion schedule. 

Leslie Fenton, actor, draws his 
| first directing assi ‘Captain 


scripters 
iders report 
that the depariment 


commitments with 


Jnmeni in 


| Kidd’s Treasure,’ historical-mystery 
|} one-reeler at Metro. Jack Chertok 
produce: 


Sobol Leaving RKO 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Eddie Sobol has washed up his 
contract as RKO talent scout and 
leaves for N. Y. today. 
| He will resume with Max Gordon 
in production which 
j exited to join filmers 


capacity lich he 


It was the fourth indica- | 
| tion that the administration intended | 


lows the twice repeated statement of | 
intended to | 


407, IN 2 YEARS 


NTUDIO BUDGETS 


$30,000,000 Production 
Overhead Lopped That 
Much and _ Trying 
More—Right 
Line 


for 


the 


Down 


-BALABAN.-GRIFFIS MOVE 


7 — -_ 
Hollywood Nov. 30 
First major studio to put retrench- 
ment policy into irimediate 
Paramount, whose executives pared 
$5,000,000 off $30,000,000 production 
overhead. Move is in sympathy with 
the year-old contention of 
Balaban and Stanton Griffis 
have long claimed that costs and 
operations are way out of proportion. 
After N. Y. execs and Walter B. 
Cokell, company treasurer, thumbed 
through cost sheets with George 
Bagnall studio manager, they 
brought the nut down to $25,000,000, 
|allowing for increased costs of labo1 
'and material. Deadwood was re- 
moved with unessentials, and a fac- 
tory that could be dispensed with, 
without materially affecting produc- 
tion, was lopped from the overhead. 
Sharp watch will be kept on story 
costs. Creative talent not needed for 
immediate production will be loaned 
out or asked to take layoffs, as pro- 
vided in contracts. By the weekend 
some 20 writers were let out. 
Top budget films are being held 
back till spring, which accounts for 


effect 


3arney 


who 


postponement of ‘Men with Wings’ 
and ‘Spawn of the North.’ 
Medium grade pics and action 


films will be closely scrutinized for 
possible 15 to 35% production savings. 

Adolph Zukor will work with Bag- 
nall on all budgets to keep studio 
and producers from 
out of line. 

Joining curtailment confabs Mon- 
day was Neil Agnew, sales chief, 
who met with N. Y. execs on return 
from a Palm Springs weekend. 

Balaban and Griffis are due back 
in N. Y. Dec. 10, stopping off in Des 
Moines and Chicago en route. The 
Des Moines stopoff is for A. H. 
Blank’'s 25th testimonial celebration, 
Dec. 9. 


execs getting 


In N. Y., the Par execs will es- 
tablish their budget for 1938-39 
product after getting the sales setup 


from Neil Agnew, general sales 
head now in Hollywood. Agnew 


will go over the list of Par's prop- 
erties and advise on the ones he 
feels will have potent selling 
sibilities for the new season, 


DOs- 


KENT SALES DRIVE 


heavy | 


» WORTH $14,000,000 


The 20th-Fox sales staff accounted 
for $14,000,000 in contracts during 
the 15-week Sidney Kent sales drive 
which closed Nov. 27. 

Final week brought in $1.700,000 of 
new business, topping any 
company for similar period, and ex- 
ceeding Metro's pi 
$370,000. 


other 


‘vious hish by 


Skouras to Coast 


Spyros Skouras entrained Sunday 
(28) for the Coast. His trip is pri- 
marily to inspect the various West 
Coast theatres and participate in the 
coming board session yf certain 


Fox-West Coast subsidiar 
Skouras will have a chance to con- 


fer with Sidney R. Kent, president 
f 20th Century-Fox and National 
Theatres, and with Darryl Zanuck, 
head of 20th-Fox product! On 


forthcoming product. 
trip such as Skouras makes 
three times yearly. 

With Skouras on the trip are 
v.p. of National Theat 
j and Edward Zabel, statistician 


Gambee, 


VARIETY 3 


ene | 


PROD. CUT 





TOP EXECS AXE UA Stockholders Meeting Today 


Or Thurs. to Settle Korda-Goldwyn 
Situation; More Reports of Delays 


Sees ‘Ali Baba’ Slur 





On the 


yasis of the now fa- 
mous “Rasputin’ libel awards in 
London (two different suits), an 
Ori:ental maharajah is now do- 
ing some _ preliminary letter- 
writing in alleged claims against 
20th Century-Fox. 

Eddie Cantor’s ‘Ali Baba Goes 
to Town’ is the basis of the al- 
legged grievance No formal 
sult yet. 


ANYWAY, THE 
BUILDUP IS 
SWELL 


Montreal, Nov. 30 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB), banned here 
‘temporarily’ for no reasons offered, 
Lill getting plenty advertising and 
sell-out if, and when 
shown in this town. McGill Univer- 
sity students, taking leaf out of Mon- 
treal U. collegians who stopped a 
Communist meeting here by merely 
telling Mayor Raynault they would 
riot if he allowed it, marched to 
Quebee Moving Picture Censors of- 
fice and asked Chairman Eugene 
Beaulac why the barring. Beaulac 
couldn't tell them and they dispersed 
gained their objective by 
making front page in local rags. 
Then head of local transport com- 
pany offered inclusive rate for bus 
trip to Plattsburgh to see pic if 200 
would buy the transportation, They 
lid and there'll be plenty word-of 
mouth boosting in the next week or 











should be a 


naving 


30. Meanwhile the women have 
jumned in with resolutions and 
what-not which is increasing the 
censors’ misery, not to mention in 


and out-of town editorials across the | 


country asking for reasons for bar- 
ing. Also run on Zola’s works— 
banned in French libraries—is being 
met with difficulty by harassed 


WARNER B'S ALL 
UP, UNIT IDLES 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 
Having turned out enough ‘B’ pic- 
tures to kec¢p Warners up to release 
date through March, Bryan Foy unit 
is laying low till after first of year. 
Layoff takes around 300 off payroll 
until resumption. 


Jack Warner is studying budgets 
for the next Foy lineup to keep with- 
in strict economy bound Plant 


currently has five pictures in work. 


Kohn Sells to Schuiberg, 
Withdraws as Partner 


Hollywood, Nov. 30 


Holding f Ralph A. Kohn in 
Schulb Pictures have been bought 
out by B. P. Schulbers. with Kohn 

ning a in officer and director 
ind now secking a new studio af- 


part- 


Kohn has been a Schulberg 


Henigson’s Ist at M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 3). 
Ls Rainer has been prired with 
Wallace Beery in ‘Madelon’ at Metro. 
Pict > will bow in Henry Henig 
Mm aS a producer 





Holivwood, Nov iO 
United Artists shareholders meet- 
ing will be held Dec. 1 or 2, with 


Alexander Korda planing to N. Y. 


Friday immediately following the 
meet 

It is understood that under the 
proposed deal Samuel Goldwyn does 


not increase h interest in UA and 
that the entire control 


the hands 


would be in 
of the English group, with 


Korda delegated a operating powel! 


on their behalf 

It ; probable that if the ontion is 
picked up, Dr. A. H. Giannini will 
step out in favor of Murray Silver- 


that Korda will become 
chairman of the board. One of the 
problems which seems to be 


stone and 


causing 
indecision on the part of Korda, with 
‘spect to the deal, is the fact that 
David O. Selznick is out of the prop- 
sition. Korda is not worried about 
sufficient product for the next year, 
they have 18 pictures coming, in- 
cluding the two from Selznick with 
the balance from Goldwyn and Wal- 
ter Wanger on the domestic end. 
However, he is a bit concerned afte 
that regarding company’s 

Hollywood producers 
who might feel they would be domi- 
nated by Goldwyn. 


season 
ability to get 


Financing 
also understood to be fret- 
ting about the financing for produc- 
tions as well as the acquisition of 
personalities. He feels that, to bring 
in new producers, it would be neces- 
ary to provide them with financing. 
These elements are all of great con- 
cern to him, and it is reported that 
he is 44 touch with London. currently 
to get reaction there before decision 

reached on picking up options of 
Mary Pickford, Douglas 
and Charlie Chaplin. 

It is understood that in event the 
option is not lifted that Chaplin and 
Dr. Giannini might have a plan to 
take over control, with the financing 


Korda is 


Fairbanks 


(Continued on page 25) 
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GROWING EXHIBITOR RESENTMENT 
AGAINST STUDIOS’ RADIO SHOWS 


Focused on Metro—Polling ee ae 66 S| 
mount Decides to Lay Off on Any Radio Pro- 
grams—Renewed Action by MPTOA 


4 


Mounting resentment against 
radio, as pictures, 
especially when film talent or scenes 
from new or coming releases are 
broadcast, not only may reach boy- 
cotting form in some manner, but is 
beginning to awaken major pro- 
ducer-distributors to the fact that 
perhaps they are wrong in catering 
to radio. Higher fever against the 
radio thing has set in following 
Metro’s debut on the air recently 
with its own show, plus plans of 
Warners to put itself on the ether 
Dec. 8. 


opposition to 


7 





One seal s Views 


A Chicago exhibitor, in Fo- 
rum this week, voices his atti- 
tude and that of 
on the radio opposition. 

His letter is on Pave 63. 


other 











dustry is doing its share to encour- 





Although Metro and Warners may 
not be so frightened as yet over ex- | 
hibitor determination to 
competition, Paramount is one: com- | 
pany that has decided to take heed | 
of the radio broadcasting problem. 
It has decided not to go on the air 
but is in a position, with respect to 
some of its stars; that is different 
from that of other companies. Much 
of Par’s talent, including Bing Cros- 
by, Jack Benny, Bob Burns and 
others, came to Par from the air. 

Par may be sensing the good-will 
sales feature of avoiding the air it- 
self since exhibitors are beginning to 
get so burned over the matter that 
they may any day take drastic meas- 
ures against studios aiding and abet- 
ting the ether. In many parts of the 
country, exhibs are squawking to 
Metro that it is hurting business at 
the theatres, 

Ohie’s Squawks 
One action being taken is the dat- 


ing of Metro percentage pictures 
Thursdays, day Metro goes on the 
air. Out in the Ohio territory where 


such action is being leveled against 
Metro, the Independent Theatre 
Owners Association of that state 
claims that business is suffering 
Thursdays from radio and has asked 
members to report grosses on that 
night. 

Pete Wood, Ohio exhibitor leader, 


holds that studio-sponsored air 
shows are bound to prove disas- 
trous to theatre attendance. He says: 


‘From experience, every exhibitor 
knows what the Sunday air pro- 


age people to stay at home. 

‘In no other business does the 
seller demand and receive peak 
prices for his product on the i 
hand, and then, on the other, tak 
some action which will keep cus-| 
tomers ‘away from the retailer. But 


fight air| this is just what MGM is doing to] 


the exhibitor 
Renewed 

Picture 

with E. L. Kuykendall more deter- 


with its air show.’ 
action by the Motion 


mined against air competition than | 


ever before, is not unlikely in spite 
of the Walter Vincent committee, 
which last summer virtually 
washed the matter. Vincent is a 
top executive of a distributing com- 
pany, Republic. 


HAYS CHECK ON 


AIR TATTLERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 

Air gossipers and their 
from now on will have to flash Hays 
office cards before they are 
mitted and given run of the lot.! 
(29 to 30) so-called 
Jimmie Fidler boasts 
staff with five. 

Means of keeping check on dirt 
dishers will be determined at a meet- | 
ing next week of studio men assigned 
to hold rein on the news runners, 
presided over by Tom Pettey of 
Hays office. 


air 


the largest) 





grams have done to his attendance 
on that night. Now, with Thursday | 
night taken up from eight to nine 
with Rudy Vallee, nine to ten with 
the MGM air show and Bing Crosby 
and Bob Burns from 10 to 11, the in- 


‘Little Gypsy’ on Tap 
At 20-Fox for Withers 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Next Jane Withers starrer for 
20‘h-Fox will be ‘Little Gypsy,’ origi- 
nal and screenplay by Robert Ellis 
and Helen Logan, to be directed by 
H. Bruce Humberstone and produced 
urder the Sol M. Wurtzel banner. 





Featured will be burrah Minevitch | 


and his harmonica band. Sidney 
Clare is cleffing taree tunes for the | 
picture, which is slated to 
Dee. 15, 


ee 


W.S. Morris Wins $55,000 


Case Vs. Union Cinemas 
London, Nov. 20. 

W. Saute Morris, formerly gen- 

eral manager of Union Cinemas, was 

awarded $55,000 damages by jury in 


the High Court today on a claim 
avainst the company for wrongful 
dicmissal. Claimed that, following 
acquisition of his circuit by Union, 
he was appointed general manager | 
for five years at $20,000 a year, but | 
after returning from a business trip 
to America he was suddenly sum- 
marily discharged. 

Defense contended Morris had 
n°tilected the company’s business 
and devoted his time to his own in-!} 
tercsts. 


HONEST INJUNS, PFD. 
Detroit, Nov. 30. 
Campaign to stop ‘phoney Indians’ 
jn films and on stage is being mapped 
by Chief Fred Ettawageshik, leader 
of “tichigan Indian Defense Ass'n 


S> far has about 300 fellow Indians | 


envolled, and hopes to organize all of | 
Michigen’s 9,000 red men for the) 
drive, to be waged through educa- 
tion and legislation. 





roll | 


(JACK WARNER’S $25, 000 
OFFER TO CAPT. EYSTON 


Salt Lake rs Nov. 
Besieged by professional 

since he drove an 
automobile at 311.42 m.p.h. to estab- | 
lish a new world’s record, Capt. 
|George Eyston of England, has 
planed to Hollywood to confer with 
Jack L. Warner, v.p. in charge of 
production of Warners. Warner re- 
portedly has offered Capt. Eyston 


30. 
offers 


velopment of automobile racing. 

The captain, 
record on Utah’s Bonneville salt | 
flats, commenting on Warner's offer | 
| told Variety, ‘He'll (Warner) jolly | 
well call the bally offer off when he 
sees my face.’ 

Barney Oldfield, former race 
driver himself, offered Eyston $15,- 
000 for 10 state fair p.a.’s in the mid- 
west next fall. 

Following his confab with Warner, 
Capt. Eyston will return here to as- 
semble his racing cars for shipment 
to England. 








RKO lie ‘Buster’ ‘te! 


St. Paul, Nov. 30. 

| Add another Minnesota 

| Hollywood's firmament. 
Latest youngster to get a celluloid 





star to 


| break is ‘Buster’ Brown, son of Stan 
Brown who once managed the Lor- 
ing, Garrick and Strand houses 
(Sian created the idea of dressing 
{the Minneapolis loop with outdoor | 
| holiday decorations). 

| Buster has landed in Ginger 
| Rogers’ ‘Having a Wonderful Time 
fand as result of his work in that 
| flicker has snaggéd himself an RKO 
contract and a brand new moniker, 
Kirk Windsor. 


Tunes pe Gruen’s Yarn 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


James Gruen has been set to write 
musical 
Schwab 
producer 


an varn at Metro. 
will handle as 


assignment. 


original 
Laurence 
lhis first 


| 
thite- | : : ; | 
white | Louis K. Sidney will limit preview 


leggers | 


ad- | 


the | 


English racing 


$25,000 for a film depicting the de- | 
| sons have been temporarily assigned | 
who established his | 





BERLIN'S BUSY WEEK, 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Seven songs completed and turned 
in within seven days is the latest 


pen of Irving Berlin. 

Ditties are all for the 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
Radio, ‘Carefree,’ 
by the composer at Phoenix, 
Titles are ‘I Used To Be Color Blind,’ 
‘Change Partners,’ ‘The 
| Filled With Music,’ ‘What the Well- 
Dressed Man Will Wear,’ ‘Let’s Make 
the Most of Our Dream,’ ‘Carefree’ 
| and ‘You Can Be My Cave Man.’ 


MG PREVIEWS 
CUT TO 10 MINS. 


next 


picture at 








' 

Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
|dramatizations of Metro films to a 
| quickie 10-minute capsule on the 
| Maxwell House programs. This is a 
|compromise from the original idea 
| to drop previews altogether. 

| Studio has not been fond of the 


FINISHES SEVEN TUNES 


record of fevered creation from the| 
Fred | 


and were batted off | 
Ariz. | 


Night Is| 





U. S. Double-Balk on British Quota 


Stripped of parliamentary verbiage, proposed new English quota 
law is bitterly opposed by American companies on two outstanding 
fronts. One is the divorced (or separate) quota provision, and the 
other is the Films Commission, with its viewing committee to pass 
on entertainment value though a film has lived up to other quota 

qualifications. was okayed by standing committee this 
| week. 

Divorced quota prevents distributors (U. S. companies) from getting 
rentals on them from exhibitors because latter can’t use them on their 
quotas. 

Film interests here oppose the divorced quota scheme because it 
(1) virtually kills any market for distributor quota credit pictures, 
(2) because even in the first year it means that for every fifth feature 
sent to Great Britain for distribution, one production must be shelved 








Pine tml 
Commission 





at a cost of at least $75,000, (3) because this $75,000 for each fifth 
feature must be written off as almost total loss for the company’s 
operation in England (if 50 films are released in England, it means 


$750,000 loss). 

Films Commission, with its reviewing test proviso, is opposed 
cause (1) a feature approved as to quota requirements can be kept 
out of the quota setup if the reviewers deem it not measuring up in 
entertainment value. (2) because it would place the American market 
| in Great Britain at the mercy of the Commission, (3) because it would 
be difficult to finance pictures for quota credit if any such reviewing 
| body was able to kill it for quota distribution. 

In milder fashion, U. S. companies are against numerous restric- 
} 
| 
| 


be- 


tions proposed thus far in the new measure including the quota per- 
centage which goes from approximately 20% the first year to 25%, 
the second year and the cost proviso which means a minimum outlay 
of $75,000 per quota credit picture. They are disappointed over the 
allow two quota credit films for double this expenditure 
when features cost triple this amount. 


failure to 
and three 


Lefty's Pre-Release Xmas Pic NSG: 
Looks Like They re re Shopping Early 











By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





inevitable comparisons with ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel’ which also previews 
forthcoming film releases. 

First Metro picture to get the 
capsule treatment is ‘You’re Only | 
| Young Once’ on this Thursday's (2) 
| broadcast. 


} 


30. | Metro is understood to be paying | 


its players for air appearances on a| 
basis of one’s week’s salary. 
George Jessel has undertaken com- 


addition to advising on heen 


Kenneth M’Kenna In 
M-G N.Y. Berth; Miriam | 
Howell for Goldwyn Job! 





Kenheth MacKenna has 
from Equity council since becoming 
| eastern story editor for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer. Explained he can no 
longer devote the time to the asso- 
| ciation’s affairs. Former actor-man- 


ance at the weekly council sessions 
went. Successor will be appointed 
by the council to act until the an- 
nual election next spring. 

Miriam Howell, of the Leland 
Heyward agency, is mentioned get- 
ting the eastern story head job with 





months ago. Since then several per- 


to the desk. 
remain, 


They are expected to 
with Miss Howell in charge. 


Stoki and G Garbo Are No. 1. 





Philadelphia, Noy, 30. 


| call for an aspirin around city desks 
|of Philly rags. Ever since Stokowski 
returned to town, surrounded with | 
an aura of a Stoki-Garbo amour, re- 
| ports have been cantinuous that the 
| Swedish femme is in the city. No 
; desk believes it, but each time it 
must carefully check to keep some- 
| body from having a scoop hung on 
his optic. 

Last ‘authentic word’ had the S| 
wanna-be-alone gal at last Friday’ 
Philly Orch concert, which was con- 
ducted by blond maestro. 





Flareup Over McLaglen 


London, Nov. 19. 
Efforts an East Side eatery 


owner to 


of 


backfired this week when 
Communist party 
smash the windows in the place and 
boycott it. Manager had placed a 
| full-size pic of the star in the win- 
dow, hoping to draw biz. 

Communists claimed McLaglen be- 
longs to a Fascist organization. Actor 
denied it, asserting he belongs to no 
party. Eatery prop quickly yanked 
the picture from the window. 


the local 


resigned | 


ager was a stickler as far as attend- | 


Samuel Goldwyn. Beatrice Kaufman | 
held the post, but withdrew several | 


Headache to Philly Rags. 


Garbo has developed into A-No. 1 | 


capitalize on the visit of | 
>| Victor McLaglen to his establishment 


threatened to | 


Coolacres, Cal., Nov. 30. 
Dear Joe:— 

Well, Thanksgiving is over and me and Aggie had a sweli time. Vic, 
Florence, Freddy and Beulah returned from their honeymoon in time to 
have their Thanksgiving dinner with us and Aggie did a swell job. I pro- 
moted the turkey from Boattis, the meat man, I gave him some fast talk 
about what a good ad it would be to start off the newlywed with food 
from his shop, so he came through with a bigger and better turkey than 
| any that me and Aggie used to play in through the South. We had to 
buy the iixings but that didn’t amount to much. I tell you, when you 


_ = 4 the show and will | have your own hut and a dinner prepared right you begin to realize what 
Credentials were mailed out Monday | 2 ons ed e emcee'’s script in 


reporters. 


| you've missed all the years you've been traveling around. We've been 
| packin’ and unpackin’ trunks and keisters for a long time and we don't 


regret any of it, but when you hit the spot in life when you gotta replace 
old parts. like teeth and eyes, and a miniature road map is starting to 
form under the chin, well, it’s then you feel what a sucker you've been 
| | knocking around and trying to coax belly laughs outta towns li agg Youngs- 
|town. And when you shove your legs under an almost-paid-for table and 
| pack in a load of groceries like Aggie can fix up, it makes you rae the 
yokels have the right idea, even if they can’t do a time-step. 

The kids were swell. They told us all about their trip to Hollywood. 
| It wasn’t much of a kick for Vic and Flo because they’ve been around but 
to hear Freddy and Beulah, who never made a longer trip than to end of 
| the backyard to get a load of wood, it was a treat. They even got a kick 
outta looking at stale actors and actresses, and when a waiter would tell 
‘em that Joan Crawford or Clark Gable ate in the joint once, Freddy would 
take a knife or spoon to kinda remember the place by. They came home 
| with enough stuff to start a catering place. I tried to tell ‘em it wasn't 
the right thing to do because it’s like stealing. I had to kick Aggie under 
the table a few times to keep her from getting up and showing them the 
different towels we collected on and after cur honeymoon. You know, 
| Aggie can handle gin fairly well but when it comes to brandy, it’s too 
rich a mixture for her engine. 
| The town turned out to welcome the newlyweds. A lot of the younger 
| folks yelled advice to them that they musta read in Whiz Bang or Ballv- 
| hoo, but it was all in fun. We all marched up to their new home. It’s 
a two-family house and the girls tossed who should live upstairs, and 
Beulah lost. The Mayor cut the ribbons at the door and made a nice 
| speech. Both apartments are furnished exactly alike and I told the gals 
| to be sure to wear different kimonas so the boys wont make any mistakes. 
It got a good laugh from the crowd. Vic talked to me about putting Flo 
in the boxoffice, but I told him to wait until the first of the year. I dont 
want to pull it sudden like on Aggie. But I figure a swell looker like 
Flo may be able to draw business; I know the pictures we get don't. 

Speaking about pictures. they sent me a Christmas picture this week, 
so I advertised it as a ‘pre-release’ and put a sign in the lobby. ‘We are 
| always first. Come in and see Xmas, weeks ahead of any other town 
| It wasn’t a bad picture—one guy who came in on a pass said he enjoyed 
| it. Only had one walk-out, that was me. I will say one thing—this pic- 
| ture didnt’ disappoint any of the audience; they just didn’t come. I re- 
| ceived a half dozen three-sheets from an exchange I never did business 
with, so I wrote them a letter asking what I should do with them? And 
| they wrote me back saying that I had better play the pictures and save 
the postage of sending the posters back. 

Business is away off, I guess people are starting to save their dough for 
| Christmas. We have enough troubles with the high schools running ama- 

teur shows, the churches running Bingo Nights and now comes Santa Claus. 

It's been going on for years so I guess there’s nothing us exhibitors can 
do about it. 


; 


Give our best to the boys and girls and tell "em maybe television ¥ ill 
soon be here and give us all something else to worry about. SEZ 
Your -pal, 
Lefty. 
P.S.—Jeff Keene of Philadelphia, sez, ‘If wealth doesn't make a men 
witty. it does blind others to his stupidity.’ 


Rep’s Striper Gets Lift M-G Takes Shotwell 


Chicago, Nov. 3 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. | studson Snote vain oneagaiing ; , on 

Republic has upped its production, | Chicago ‘You Can't Take It With 
‘Leavenworth, formerly tagged. You’ company, to leave this week for 
‘Prison Farm,’ into the ‘A’ class with | Metro picture assignment which has 
| $10,000 tacked onto the budget. i been set by the William Morris of- 
| Yarn is a novel by Dr. Louis Berg | ‘ 
scripped by Sidney Salkow and Ear] fice 
Fenton from Adele Buifington’s | M-G contract came from @ Jouk- 
, screen treatment. Herman Schlomjover of Shotwell’s Warner screen 
| produces, ltest, made some time ago. 
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Ad Lib Method of Screen-Testing 
New Idea to Scout H’'wood Talent FAR TAY SHAVE 


Search for new faces continues on 
a widespread front in the east by 
at least four major companies and in 
a lesser degree by two or three other 
companies. Two producing compan- 
jes, Metro and Paramount, have re- 
doubled their efforts or hit on new 
ideas for uncovering fresh thespian 
talent. It’s all predicated on the 
theory that current stars won’t go on 
forever and that New York City and 
eastern seaboard communites, with 
their diversified types of entertain- 
ment, offer the greatest source from 
which to obtain suitable material. 

An ad lib type or screen-testing 
has been successfully worked out at 


MG. Idea is to place potential can- 


didates at ease and produce best re- 
sults, including outstanding merits 
of person before camera. Al Altman, 
Metro talent exec, has employed the 
idea on several recent tests. Case 
in point was that of Phyllis Welch, 
who besides disporting her thespian 
talents, went through an ad lib rou- 


tine that told officials all about the | 


girl with pictorial illustrations put 
on immediately after confab. Com- 
pany officials were enthusiastic over 
test. 

Testee is interviewed by an off- 
stage voice, often that of the testing 
director, with discussion on things 
the candidate knows and is interested 
in. Theory is that this brings out 
the ego in the artists and attains 
the psychoanalytical flavor. Gives 
an open book insight into person be- 
ing lamped for the studio to best 
determine where cari be used in 
films. One recent test had a candi- 
date going into a series of monologs 
and facial or character expressions 
as they were suggested. Another 
gave two youthful vets of the dance 


a chance to strut their modern terps | 
movements after their background 
had been gone over while the cam- | 


era ground out facial closeups. 
20th-Fox’s Stunt 


Thus far 20th-Fox has found no | 


one from its Sunday night silent 


tests among guests at the Stork club, | 


N. Y., under a tieup with the spot 
but figured by 20th’s testers and 
talent scouts that if a single pos- 
sibility for pictures is found over 
the winter, it’ll be worth the trou- 
ble, cost, etc. Meantime, the nitery 
is benefiting by added business Sun- 
day evenings and 20th is getting the 
publicity. 

Two reels are shot silently each 
Sunday night and shown at the club 
the following Sunday for reaction, 
once at 10 p.m. and again at 1 or 
1:30. After that they are shipped to 
the Coast for o.o.’ing by the 20th- 
Fox production forces. In the event 
that the Coast thinks some of those 
shot, which includes debs invading 
the Stork, are screen possibilities, 
arrangements will be made for a 
sound test under studio facilities. 

Nancy Kelly, young girl who has 
been on the stage since seven years 
old, and now in ‘Susan and God,’ 
is being tested by 20th-Fox, which 
has been keeping an eye on her for 
some time. 





Italy Protests 
Rome, Nov. 20. 
Italy has joined the 
European beefers bemoaning and de- 


crying Hollywood's talent raids. Re- | 


cently the Roman papers joined the 
Franco shects, with which they sel- 
dom agree, in yammering against 
the practice and giving voice to the 
general scare that Europe will be 
left far behind in film production if 
the present Yank pace is maintained. 

Underlying motive for the wailing 
wall attitude is not so much the tal- 
ent stealing which is old now, but 
the fear that advanced production 
methods and technicolor advances of 
Yank producers will leave the rest 
of the world in the lurch. Announced 
production of 1937-38 season in U. S., 
With heavy influence of tinting, lends 
worry that VU. S. will monopolize 


field before others can get moving. | 


Italians had a little reassurance 
recently when Rouben Mamoulian 
Visiting Italy, stated that the country 
has a 
color filming because of the unique 
hues of the native landscape. 


ranks of | 


great natural advantage in 





His Own Stand-In 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

After a generation in show 
biz as an exhibitor, Sid Grau- 
man turns actor for Universal’s 
‘Mad About Music,’ Deanna 
Durbin starrer. 

He'll play himself in scenes 
shot in the forecourt of the 
Chinese theatre showing a 
Grauman premiere. 














Spadoiini’s Ballets 
In L. A. Wili Precede 


Paris, Nov. 30. 
Spadolini, premier dancer of Monte 


Carlo Opera, who won European 
attention in French picture ‘Mari- 
nella’ with Tino Rossi, has signed 


| with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and will 
'stage his ‘Paris Exposition Ballets’ 
|at Philharmonic Auditorium, Los 
| Angeles, in January as a prelude to 
|film chores. Discovered and screen 
tested by Robert Ritchie. Currently 
dancing in stage production of 
‘Catherine the Great’ at Odeon the- 
atre here. 

Ballets are ‘Tempo 38,’ machine- 
age novelty by Kurt Leval, young 
Moscow modernist, ‘Dante’s Inferno,’ 
another dynamic composition by Le- 


val, and ‘Casablanca,’ a Foreign 
Legion thriller. Will bring princi- 
pals, costumes and_ orchestrations 





from Paris. Now negotiating to use 
group of Sara Mildred Strauss danc- 
ers for ensemble. 

Spadolini made his debut in Monte 
Carlo in 1932. Featured with 
| Josephine Baker in Casino de Paris 
| revues in 1933-34. Thereafter danced 
lannually in operas in Paris and 
Monte Carlo. Headed his own ballet 
|} troupe on tour in Belgium, Holland 
and Switzerland last year. 

Spadolini is staging performances 
in Los Angeles at own expense to 
give M-G-M execs first hand idea 
of his repertoire. On account of 
increasing vogue of ballet sequences 
in pictures, figures Hollywood will 
soon supplant New York as center 
of dance activities in U. S. 

Declined offer last summer to suc- 
;ceed Adolph Bolm as director of 
San Francisco Opera Ballet. Since 
‘Marinella’ click has decided to con- 
centrate on film career. 











NOVARRO’S PIC SET 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Republic has set ‘It Happened in 
Paris’ as the next Ramon Novarro 
starrer, with adaptation of Albert J 
Cohen’s original being written by J 
Webster Coates. 

Cohen is Rep’s scenario chief. 


His Metro Contract | amusement 


> se 


LITTLE CHANCE 


If Anything, 
Lawmakers Woul!d Favor 
a Break for Legit or Sports 


or Anything But Pix— 
Films 10% Tax T-» Too 


Sweet a Source of Rev- 
enue for the U. S. 


PAR’S CAMPAIGN 


Washington, Nov 30. 
Little likelihood of changes in the 
tax is seen in Congress 
although there remains a bare 
| Siwility that the 10% gyp 
tucdified if the industry 
enough pressure. 


pos- 


may be 


Paramount in forwarding a lengthy 


dence here that the repeal 
mendations have caused more than a 
ripple in the Internal Revenue 
Bureau, 
subcommittee, re ‘iewing 
tax structure, which is the real 
group to be contacted, is unaware of 
the study or the repeal suggestions. 


the entire 


Looks like a much higher-powered 
lobby will be necessary if the busi- 
ness expects to needle the law-mak- 
ers into giving sympathetic treat- 
ment to their views. Reliably stated 
that the thought of lifting the tax 
from medium-priced admissions has 
not been voiced audibly in the House 
| committee room. 


|as rumored—favorably impressed 
with the Par study, none of the ex- 
perts has suggested to the Ways and 
Means unit that anything should be 
done with the present impost on all 
ducats over 4lc. The committee last 
week quickly surveyed the miscel- 
laneous nuisance taxes but dia not 
even pause to discuss whether the 
admish bite should be modified. Un- 
til newspapermen began inquiring, 
House members were entirely ig- 
norant of any desire on the part of 
the industry for alterations. 
That Budget 

With the President applying heat 
to bring about a balanced budget in 
the fiscal year starting next July, the 
film industry will have to become 
much more active before it can en- 
tertain any hope of relief. The 
Treasury’s attitude, which has been 
unchanged for several years, is that 
the need for revenue is so serious 
and the admish bite is so relatively 
profitable, that neither the big nor 
little fellows should expect increased 
exemptions, let alone repeal. Until 
the business lobbyists can arouse 
| enough interest among the Congres- 
( Continuea on page 31) 





Washington | 


exerts | 
Despite reports that the action of | 
analysis of the bite has focused at-| 


tention on the levy, there is no evi-| 
recom- | 


The House Ways and Means | 


Even if the Treasury people are— | 
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Milan Home for Greta? 


Milan, Nov. 16 

Reported here that a $160,000 
villa being built in Val di Sog 
no, at Malcesine del Garda, is 
for Greta Garbo. It is to be 
ready by next May. 

Local firm of builders doing 
the job refuses to identify the 
owner, other than to say it is a 
Swedish family. 











Showman-Police Chief 
Rubens to Hollywood 
On Finger-Print Idea 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
With the plan for the finger-print- 
ing for identification of extras and 
|}other motion picture workers pro- 
| gressing rapidly at this point, Com- 





| missioner L. M. Rubens, police chief 
lof Joliet, Ill., and on the board of 
| directors of the International 
| clation for Identification, entrains for 
| Hollywood shortly. 

| L. M. Rubens, who is also Euro- 
| pean representative of the Interna- 
| tional Chiefs of Police, goes to spend 
|}a fortnight discussing the set-up for 
| identification with the various studio 
heads. It 
operation with the motion picture 
studios by the International Associa- 
tion of Identification will enable the 
| Coast picture situation to eliminate 
many undesirable persons who have 
been hangers-on around the picture 
colony. 

Situation has become more marked 
within the past two weeks, due to the 
gangster-like killing of an extra on 
the Coast, besides the increasing 
number of blackmail and kidnap 
threats. 

Rubens will arrive on the Coast 
around Dec. 15 and will go into im- 
mediate huddles to attempt to clear 
up the situation with the studio 
chieftains. 


Elliott Held in Jungle 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 








expedition shooting footage for 
‘Booloo,’ Malaysian jungle picture, 


has notified the studio that he ex- 
pects to return here toward the last 
of January, having been delayed a 
month by stormy weather. 

Nine reels of animal and reptile 
shots have been sent back by the ex- 





pedition. 
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As O- | 


is believed that this co- | 


Clyde Elliott, heading Paramount’s | 


Killings Lead to Purge of Extras, 


Move-!n; Finger 


Print Actors Urged; Racketeering 


+ — 
Hollywesd, Nov. 30 
Film dustry nas found itself 
ensnarled in the hoodlum purge 
which started here when officials 
were unable to untangle the mvys- 
tery surrounding the killing of Les 


Bruneman, a local gambler, and with 


the killing several weeks later of 
Hymie Miller, who ran an eatery 
in Hollywood called Gellis’ and did 
motion picture extra work as a side- 
line, 

District Attorney 3urton = Fitts, 
not being able ta iive the situa- 
tion with local information, d'‘s- 
patched two of his investigators to 





New York to check on the exodus 
of mobsters to Hollywood, since the 


Thomas Dewey election as d. a. of 


N. Y. They came back with a long 
list of ‘we-boys’ wh. had migrated 
to Hollywood, and suddenly an in- 


vestigation started as to mob 
racketeering in extra ranks here. 
Fitts brought a score of picture 
extra players to his office, 
questioned them regarding strong- 
arm methods of easterners now 
here, First move was__ taking 


into custody, on location of ‘Robin 
Hood,’ Johnny Fisher, on suspicion 
|of knowing about the Hymie Miller 
| shooting. Fisher shed no light but 
was released from a vagrancy sen- 
| tence when he agreed to leave town, 
Comb Extra Ranks 
| With the Fisher arrest stories 
broke that there had been whole- 
sale racketeering going on in place- 
ments of extras, and the d. a. got 
unusually busy in bringing in peo- 
| ple and rounding up alleged mob- 
ster contacts, Little headway was 
made as to any culpable people in 
the investigation through this check- 
up. 

However, it was ascertained that 
a number of so-called’ eastern 
|racketeers have, from time to time, 
| obtained work in pictures at most 
|of the major studios. This, how- 
ever, is nothing new as, for the post 
|10 years at some time or other, 
|police have picked up _ allesed 
|racketeers on extra sets, either for 
|other jurisdictions or investigation. 
Most of those were run out of town, 
In current situation the d. a. has 
concentrated on the Miller killing 
|and at weekend had a warrant is- 
sued for arrest of Danny Wils»n, 
who worked as pic extra, for the 
killing of Miller. Wilson is now be- 
ing sought by police and with that 
several other easterners, alleged to 
| (Continued on page 24) 





‘WB WILL PRODUCE 
FLYING ACES’ SERIES 











Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
| Series of four flying pictures 
| tagged ‘The Flying Aces’ will be pro- 
| duced by Warners next season. 
Bert Hall is scripting the quartet, 
which will deal with aviation adven- 
| tures in remote spots of the globe. 
Series will have a serial flavor. same 
characters running through all. 


‘Wings’ Set Back 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Paramount has set a_ tentative 
starting date of March 10 for its air 
spectacle in Technicolor, ‘Men wi:h 
Wings,’ with director William We'l- 
man and writer Robert Carson mak- 
ing drastic script changes. 

Production was set back to a 
the right kind of 


alr sequences, 


ure 
weather for the 


Metro’s Grid Footage 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 
Army-Navy football game at Philae 
delphia was photogranhed jn technie 
color by Metro camera crew under 
supervision of Bill Skoll 
used im an 


Footage will be 
grid pictu 


M-G 
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LEGITERS EAST 
PAY ONLY HALF 
SAG DUES 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Trailer dept. at Metro has just turned trick to show how even adverse 
publicity can be put to good use if counteracted intelligently. Trailer for 
‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry,’ titled ‘A Gentleman Who Has Something to 
Say,’ presents Freddie Bartholomew and Ronnie Sinclair introducing film, 
in which Sinclair got his break by stepping into breach and taking Freddie’s 
role during latier’s one-man strike. First ballyhooed as Freddie’s succes- 
sor, Ronnie has now become Freddie's pal (since Bartholomew tiff was 
settled by Metro) for publicity purposes, and lads are due for teaming in | 
next pic. Meantime, they make their kiss-and-make-up debut, in this | 
trailer, which is great exploitation stuff. 

Plaudits are also going to Paramount trailer dept. for consistently in- 
genious presentation of prevues of coming attractions, High spot was hit} half. Such players are required 
most recently in Yacht Club Boys trailer on ‘Thrill of a Lifetime.’ Special | to join the junior SAG which called 
Y. C. B. number was so good the trailer would stand up almost as a regular | for payment of $18 yearly, dues now 
short subject. being $9, or $2.25 per 
itiation fee of $10 remains 4as is. 

SAG board ordered the 
tion because 
ture work in or near New York 
shorts and are not 
appear- 








Screen Actors Guild dues for 
legit actors appearing in pictures 
made in the east have been cut in 


One of the most pertinent features of Warner Bros.’ annual statement reduc- 
was the manner in which the company’s deficit figure was trimmed. Com- 
pany’s net profit of $5,876,182 as compared with $3,177,312 for previous fiscal 
year figured largely in this, plus the fact the company did not have to are engaged for 
write off flood losses or write-down investment in Spanish subsidiary this | Té gularly called for 
year. Warner Bros.’ statement showei that the deficit carried to balance | ances. Stipulation is that eastern 
sheet as of August 28 this year was $4,188,044, as compared with $10,469,148 | Juniors of SAG be in good standing 
carried forward in August, 1936. with Equity in order to get the 50% 
While the company had $4,600,000 representing undistributed profits in dues SAG cut. 
excess of $2,084,050, latter being the amount of accumulated dividends on Lowering for dues for juniors does 


studio 


: : ‘ *. rlida + co P act 
the preferred up to and including June 1, Warner report said its counsel's | NOt include those on the Coast. | 
opinion was that federal surtax was due only on the amount set aside for Juniors are predominant in SAG | 


there, that class of membership to- 
taling around 5,000. As in Equity, 


junio} do not have the privilege 


dividends. Also that the company is not liable for surtax in excess of the 
accumulated dividends. Federal surtax figure was placed at $310,000. 

Scotch and English members of Pariiament belonging to the Western of voting. 
Highlands and Islands Council viewed the March of Time’s reel on the 
Scottish Highland problems in the House of Commons on Nov. 25. Stated 
that it’s the first time any Parliamentary group looked at a pic for purposes 
of getting boned up on economic problems and situash generally. 


PIX COOPERATE WITH 
Ce epee ot ees Rec’ sie | DANCE INTERNATIONAL 


clair was chairman of the meeting which was also attended by Lord Stra- a 

bolgi (J. M. Kenworthy), World's largest continuous show 
on a single subject got under way 
It is likely Harry Brandt's plans for an exhibitor trade parley, tenta~| Monday (29) at the International 
{ively planned for next month, may be postponed until after the first of | Building, Radio City, when the 
the year, following notice from E. L. Kuykendall, president of the Motion | Dance International began a 35-day 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, that he cannot attend until after | festival. All major companies co- 
Christmas. operated in supplying and 

Kuykendall has wired Brandt that since the head of the Independent | features suitable for use in depicting 
Theatre Owners Assn. has not made the Dec. 10 date definite, he has made | the development of the dance from 
other plans that will keep him busy until the holidays, Kuykendall will! 1900 to 1927. Shows run from 11 
spend these in Columbus, Miss., his home. | a.m. to 10 p.m., and will be in opera- 

—_—— | tion for five weeks. 

Twentieth Century-Fox exchange in Pittsburgh, managed by Ira Cohn, | While some foreign clips are in- 
broke an all-time Film Row record last week in final stanza of company’s| cluded in the array chosen and 
latest sales drive by knocking out over $90,000 in rentals for five days. That | edited by Lowell Thomas. of Fox- 
tops collections in any Pittsburgh office by approximately $30,000 and gives | Movietone, U. S. subjects predomin- 
the boys an almost impossible mark to shoot at in the future. Cohn, inci- | ate, ranging from Fred Astaire’s ‘big 
dentally, will be honored at testimonial dinner in William Penn hotel next | apple’ to Rudolph Valentino’s ‘Merry 
Monday, marking 19 years of service with same company, and all of the | Widow’ waltz. 
20th big shots from NY are coming on for the affair, | 


sharte 
eaiOries 





Foreign star, who reported fortnight ago to a major lot, has a clause in Sonja’s First Spill In 
her contract whereby she agrees not to leave the country for at least one | ‘ —r , 
Happy Landing’ Wasn’t 


year so as to allow studio time for build-up. She’s the same one, inci- | 
dentally, whose fiance is shooting in London. Her very first experience in 
Hollywood, however, almost put her on the next train back home. The — 
studio had her undergo a thorough physical examination (but thorough!), 
and while she was declared 100% okay by the medicos she was more than 


' ; Sonja Henie’s landing in her pic- 
P . ss hee t. | pic 
a little peeved at the idea and told her boss what she thought about i lture at 20th-Fox last Friday (26) 


wasn't as auspicious as the title of 
her picture, ‘Happy Landing.’ In 
skating down a chute she took a 
header, narrowly missing Director 
Roy Del Ruth, who was seated near- 
by. Fall knocked her senseless, and 
she was taken to her home. 
sith Returning to work the next day, 
December Fortune mag examines the careers of the Warner Bros. in a | she suffered dizzy spells and a medi- 
highly informative article. The story calls WB ‘the biggest movie com- | °° Was summoned, who said she may 
pany’ and cites its $6,000,000 net profit in last fiscal year. have sutered a slight concussion and 
For a Big Business publication, the Fortune piece surprises with (1) | °Tdered her to bed. Work on the 
its emphasis on Harry M. Warner's humane qualities, and (2) an unusual picture is held up until her return. 
insight into the man-power of the Burbank -production factory which few It was the Olympic champ’s first 
in the trade are privy to. — 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Los Angeles colony of around 150 natives of Hawaii are reaping a golden 
harvest as the result of the current cycle of South Seas films starting with 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ and carrying on with such features as ‘Waikiki 
Wedding,’ ‘The Hurricane,’ ‘Hawaiian Buckaroo,” ‘Hawaii Calls’ and others. 
Many of the Polynesians have grabbed extra roles and bit parts and 
Homer Hayes, native law student at the University of Southern California, 
has pocketed a number of checks as technical adviser, 








Authors Ask Ruling On 
Sound Rights in WB Suit 


Universal’s ‘A Prescription for Romance,’ Edmund R. Grainger feature 
that started out as a B production with a budget of $190,000, has been 
moved up into the A class. Studio okayed spending another $50,000 on 
production shots and now the film is being considered as another “Three 
Smart Girls.’ It is considered a personal triumph not only for Grainger 


but for Sylvan Simon, the director, as well, being his second feature. 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


— 7 i Test suit is on file in the E-A. sy 
> q - - , vspe rs ah: o s 99 F A Ait seh Und aeefh. OU 
Decision of Scripps Howard new: papers to abandon plans to send perior court filed by Ralph Murp 


contest winners to the Coast for studio visits, because of inability to]. te ae 

; |) and Donald Gallagher, authors of the 
make deal for a plane to transport the contestants at one time, has solved | legit play. ‘Sh! he Oct sage 
a problem for the Hays office in Hollywood. Such mass visits are always | cently filmed by Wart oT “7° 
discouraged by studios and the Hays office, but execs would hesitate to nigcensint 
offend a newspaper chain. They will be sent out one or two at a time. 


oct-opus to First National Pictures. 
Inc., as a silent previous to the 
Warner-FN merger in 1928 and re- 
quested the court to decree that 
rights to sound production are still 
vested in them. 


Two most interesting sidelights on ‘Sorcerer's Apprentice,’ Mickey 
Mouser on which Leopold Stokowski is doing score and musical direction, 
are: first, that Disney is intending to headline ads on the short as ‘100 Men 
and a Mouse’; second, that Stokowski was so delighted at the idea of see- 
ing Mickey in the service of classical music that he offered to do the chore | . aici 

e . 
st Lloyd Pic on Way 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
finally got under way 
v (26) on Harold Lloyd’s 
Beware.” with one day 0: 


While other lots were trying their darnedest to 
capitalize on current L. A. Elysian Park 
the Chamber of Commerce, Warners beat them to the draw by putting 
technicolor crew atop slipping hill. If effective they'll be used 
as the climax of the historical epic of early California, ‘Gold Is Where You | shooting at General Service studio 
Find It.’ and the company moving then _ to 

” m Kernville for two weeks. 

Shortage of completed prints of Walt ad is Phyllis Welch, 


figure out a way to 
landslide, without antagonizing Production 
last Saturd: 


‘py > 
hots are Professor. 


Disney's first-feature length film, Femme 


new- 
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. » preclude possibility of a general! comer to films from the N, Y¥ age, 
release for the Christmas holidays Although night crews have been| Elliott Nugent is directing. 

added by Disney to rush completion. Xmas week screenings will likely - 


be possible only in one or two key 


Situations, 


Four on a Headache 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Ted Healy goes in a top spot in 
Metro's ‘Love Is a Headache.’ 
Shares toy 
George, 
| Rooney. 


Republic’s title, “The Lady Misbehaves.’ got the nix from the Hays office 
on the ground that it leans just a bit toward the risque and, in view of 
the fact that the film’s contents build up to fit the tag, reediting appears 
to be in order. Haysians told Republic execs that a lady doesn’t misbe- 
have in pictures any more, and the s 1 


bracket with Gladys 


uggestion was made that there would 
be no interference if the ‘mis’ is omitted, 


quarter. In-} 


most legiters doing pic- | 


Scribs charge they peddled their | 


Franchot Tone and Mickey | 


The Girls Eye View 


By Marian Squire 


‘Nothing Sacred’ Proves Its Title 

‘Nothing Sacred’ presents a novelty in the color picture line, being 
among the few to concentrate on the picture and take the color in its 
stride. Most of the color efforts have been too concerned with the novelty 
of the thing, to pay much attention to the picture itself. 

Carole Lombard and Fredric March, with the assistance of Charlie 
Winninger and Walter Connolly set out to show what round heels the 
wise-guy town (New York) can have for a phoney. The phoney being 
Miss Lombard, who manages to look extremely sophisticated even in a 
black dress with a round white collar—and the setting of Warsaw, Vt. 
You just have to ignore the fact that she’s supposed to be a factory girl 
| who's never been out of Warsaw, Vt. 
| A much slimmer and youthful Frank Fay bobs up as a night club m.e¢. 
and his Broadway sentimentalism over the guest of honor is a noteworthy 
achievement. 

Miss Lombard, having now escaped Warsaw as guest of one of the city’s 
| greatest newspapers, goes sartorially glamorous. A powder blue evening 
gown glittering with tiny beads is worn under a short cape trimmed 
fox dyed to match. A slapstick battle is staged with March, Miss Lombard 
| wearing a peach colored nightgown under a cream robe. Norma Shearer 
| is about the only star who hasn't been kicked by a gentleman when her 
|} back was turned—and she hasn't made a picture since all the Hollywood 
|fun began. Miss Lombard not only gets kicked and bopped on the jaw, 
but is dunked in the river by Mr. March. For the dive, she wears a high 
peaked hat, and a dark dress with full gathered top and pencil skirt 
| Maxie Rosenbloom, as a circulation department slugger, and Olin Hows 
|land, a New England baggage master, contribute a couple of memorable 
bits to the general insanity. 

Music Hall's Barber Shop Chords 
| <A barber background for the Radio City 
| Glee Club, with operatic flights by Jan Peerce, Marion Raber and Viola 
| Philo, all in white uniforms as barber and manicure girls, respectively 
| This leads up to the modernistic silver barber pole, with color added 





| 


shop scene is the 


Music Hall 


by the Rockettes, who decorate the pole wearing red gloves, and two 
bands of electric blue sequins, one above the waist, and one below. The 


pole spirals downward to let the girls off at the ground floor for their 
| hoofing. 

| The ballet is introduced by a method unnerving to the more jittery spec- 
tators. Against a deep purple drop large spots of colored light move 
slowly while the orchestra plays Ravel’s ‘La Valse.’ This eerie effect goes 
on for quite a while before anything else happens. But finally the girls 
begin to appear in floating draperies, the purple curtain vanishes and 
things are back to normal. 

The acrobatic Music Hall stage separates into four levels with the ballet 
girls, who wear long sequin scarves with their airy gowns, skirts tightly 
girdled about the hips and split to the waist. 

Between the Rockettes and the Ballet, Boy Foy juggles 
that precarious contraption known as a unicycle. 


while 


riding 


Joan Fontaine’s Dresses —and Dancing 

‘Damsel in Distress’ serves its musical moments and its plot in separate 
courses, which seem to have little relation to each other. There's no par- 
ticular reason for giving out with song or dance, except that ‘Damsel 
in Distress’ didn’t have quite enough meat on its bones for a feature 
picture, without the aid of a musical shot in the arm. 

Joan Fontaine is required to dance with the master, Fred Astaire, which 
seems a bit unfair to Miss Fontaine. Fortunately it’s a short sequence 
. . « She goes at it conscientiously and seems just as relieved as anybody 


7 else when it’s all over. 


Gracie Allen, with George Burns, is also dragged into the story by the 
hair of her dizzy head. But the pair hold their own very nicely in a 
trio dance with Astaire—a novelty number well staged in a British ver- 
sion of Coney, Island Crazy house. 

Miss Fontaine is girlishly simple in short embroidered organdies and 
prints, for the most part. One formal outfit is white brocade — deep 
square neck gathered, and slim waist with long swirling skirt. Over this 
is a white fox cape to end all w. f. capes—skins set in perpendicularly 
and reaching well to the floor. 

Gracie Allen is trim and well groomed in dark dresses with touches of 
white, and one drop shoulder metal brocade picture gown with a short 
white fox cape. 

Constance Collier is Miss Fou:iaine’s uncompromising British aunt, and 
Montague Love, her easygoing father, who looks a bit too strongminded 
to be puttering around rose bushes all the time. English orchestra leader 
Ray Noble appears as Miss Allen’s male and British counterpart. 

The spaces between Mr. Wodehouse’s dialog are over long, however, 
some being satisfactorily occupied by Mr. Astaire’s superior hoofing, and 
some by nothing in particular. 


‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938’ a Gay Melange 

‘Merry-Go-Round’ sounds iike it might be another of those pretentious 
excuses for lots of young legs and old gags, but with Bert Lahr, Mischa 
Auer, Jimmy Savo and Billy House handling the comedy, and some sit- 
uations to work with, there’s more to it than that. No tragedian of the 
old school ever looked sadder than Mr. Auer when fate parts him from a 
luscious turkey. 
| Joy Hodges is the unaffected foste-daughter of the comic four and per- 
| sonable John King takes care of the other half of the love interest. 

Miss Hodges while deciding should marry King wears 
| restrained frocks from gingham with tiny ruffles, to fitted black with litile 
; white bows down the bodice, and ditte with deep V neck with jewel clip. 
| She sings in a formal gown sheathed to the knees and swirling out below, 
| ruffled cap sleeves and a huge shoulder corsage. 
| Nearly all of her hats are some version of the calot, decorated with 
| flowers or veil and worn on the back of the head. The calot is Hollywood's 
choice for ingenues. The odd creations frightening little children on the 
streets today are reserved for the sophisticates. 

Wardrobe hoopla is assigned to Alice Brady, who flitters gushingly in 
| coin dot satin, metal cloth tunics, a sheer black cape over slim white gown 
| with huge corsage at the throat, and a scalloped white coat dress with ® 
| large cowboy hat turned sharply up on one side. 
| Barbara Read is smartly dressed in metal cloth with 
collar, as the cat determined to expose the ‘mystic’ Auer. 

As ‘Lady Gwendolyn’ Billy House wears a costume resembling a chiffon 

tent in a stiff wind, topped by a Merry Widow hat. 

| <A peasant village backgrounds the Gae Foster girls, appearing in a 
variety of costumes. Some in below-the-knee ruffled white skirts with 
laced bodices and high cone hats with veils, the rest divided between tiny 
| shorts and tiny flip skirts of black velvet. with off-the-face bonnets. George 
; Church taps in what seems to be a Spanish costume, but the village is 
prebably Swiss because there are bellringers. The village setting is also 
utilized for Ben Yost’s White Guards, colorful in silver trimmed white 
uniforms and long capes lined in red satin. 

A cross between Bowery and rhumba 
| red and yellow plaid swing skirts ov 
| sailor hats perched over one eve. 
green sweaters and. white slack 





whether she 





sheer shoulder 


is next for the girls, who wear 

rufiled rhumba petticoats, aud tiny 
The boys appear to be collegiate 1n 
. With Alp’ne hats just to confuse you. 

Orchid is the color scheme for the finale, with half the girls in satin 
evening gowns and pale green gloves. The rest wear enormous orchid 
hoop skirts and tight bodices, with puffy sleeves and hats of green ostrich 
tips. 

Cookie Bowers does characterizations, omitting celebrities for a pleasant 
change, and Paul Gordon, looking very drawing room, rides his trick. bikes 
j in white tie and tails. 


= 























uw yednesday, December 1, 1937 





Se ee eee 





PICTURES 


VARIE TY oe 








REAL MOBS, REEL ‘EXTRAS’ 





ee ee ee 


WB Tells AFM It Fulfilled Philly 


. Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

Reps of Warner Bros. circuit, 
Philly Musicians’ Local and Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians met in 
office of Joe Weber, A. F. M. prez., 
last Friday (26) to thrash out misun- 
derstandings in terms of WB con- 
tract with the local, which runs out 
on Jan. 6. Weber took matter 
under advisement and will issue 
edict on it shortly. It must be set- 
tled before binder for next year can 
be drawn up. In the meantime, orch 
has been taken out of the Fox the- 
atre on Warner contention that it 
has fulfilled its obligations in this 
spot. 

Entire from dif- 


difficulty arises 





fering interpretations of the $176,500 | 


sum Warners guaranteed to spend 
on music this stanza. Circuit claims 
it has now laid out that amount and 
thus has completed its end of the 
contract for the year. In fact, WB 
execs maintain, by January the cir- 
cuit will have spent between $180,- 
000 and $185,000 for music. 

Union asserts $176,500 figure was 
set up as a minimum and whether it 
has been passed or not has no bear- 
ing on contract completion. Warners 
must play out the number of weeks 
they guaranteed work in each house, 
it insists. 

There is even further room for 
misunderstanding in the Fox pact. 
Contract states it is fcg 48 weeks, 30 
at full complement and 15 at reduced 
staff during the summer. Warners 
testify they have given the band its 
30 and 15 weeks and thus are justi- 
fied in dispensing with it. Union 
protests three weeks are still due to 
make the 48. 

Necessity of confabbing imme- 
diately on new deals with indie 
houses whose binders expire early 
in December, and with radio sta- 
tions under terms of new national 
agreement, will cause some delay in 
further negotiations with WB. 


MUSIC HALL OK’S WAGE 





TILT, BUT FEWER HANDS, 





Negotiations are going forward to- 
ward a reduction in stage hand man- 
power at Radio City Music Hall. 
N. Y., with reports favorable that a 
smaller crew will be agreed upon 
for this house with the N. Y. Theat- 
rical Protective Union, No. 1. 

Hall is said to be agreeable to a 
12% increase in the scale, as voted 
recently by other de luxe operators, 
but in view of the size of its crew 
backstage, as well as maintenance 
men, believes it should get a reduc- 
tion in the number of hands re- 
quired. What this may be is not in- 
dicated but declared TPU is con- 
sidering some relief in this direction. 


Potter’s ‘Folies’ Retakes 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
H. C. Potter is back at Goldwyn 
studio, having completed direction 
of Gladys Swarthout and John Boies 
in ‘Romance in the Dark’ at Para- 
mount on loanout. 
Potter 





by George Marshall. 





Coward’s New Operetta 


London, Nov. 30. 
Although Noel Coward is reticent, 





understood he 46 writing a new op-| 


eretta to be 


completed 
March 


around 


Nothing set but John C. Wilson} 


with His Majesty's | 


will produce it, 
theatre likely. 


Par’s ‘Light’? Remake 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
‘The Light That Failed’ has been 
skedded for remake at Paramount. 





has been assigned to make | 
retakes on ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ uirected | 











Shuteye Shutout 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
under contract at a 
studio who has toiled in 
eight pictures in the last 22 
weeks, met a producer who 
wanted to hire him for No. 23. 

‘Can I have 12 hours off be- 
tween pictures from now on?’ 
the player cracked. ‘I wanta 
catch up on my sleep.’ 


Actor 
major 

















IST C10 PICKET 


VS. THEATRE, 
N.Y. PAR 


The first known instance where a 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion union has picketed a theatre oc- 
curred Monday (29) when the Photo 
Union, Local 415 of the C.1LO., as- 
signed a man to the Paramount, 
N. Y. to parade a sandwich sign pro- 
claiming that Par was unfair to or- 
ganized labor. A similar picket is in 
front of Loew’s State. 

Although the complaint is against 
Par which 
switched on still makers, the theatre 
in the h.o. building was subjected to 
the picketing and some enlargements 
outside, part of the current front on 
‘Ebb Tide,’ were smeared with acid 
or some other substance. No pickets 
were on duty in front of the Par 
building itself. Fronts for the Par 
are made by a union shop, the dam- 
age to enlargements thus being 
against union-made product. 

The C.I.O. up to now made no 
direct moves against theatres, the 
Photo Union being the first to bid 
for attention. 


Pictures, recently 


Seattle, Nov. 30. 


Slightly higher scale in effect for 
usherettes, doormen and cashiers, 


with new wage agreement signed be- ! 


tween theatres and recently formed 
A.F.L. union. Upping is up to 10%. 
New scale: cashiers, $20 per week; 
doormen, $22: head usherettes, $20; 
assistant, $17.50; others, $16. 

This is for the top first runs, name- 
ly, Paramount, Fifth Ave., Liberty, 
Orpheum and Palomar. 


Canada’s Walkout Threat 


+ 
| 
| 
| 


| matum was issued last week 








| 


| 
' 
! 
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Toronto, Nov. 30. 
Unless an International theatre 
employees’ union squabble’ with 


Famous Players-Canadian is settled 


approximately 200 FP houses across | 


_ ASHER CONFABS ON 


Canada closing shop. 


W. P. Covert, Canadian v.p. of the 
union, says the Winnipeg fight start- 
ed when the local union asked that 
International men be employed in- 
stead of O.B.U. (One Big Union) 
operators. Latter is a purely Cana- 
dian outfit. G. E. Brown, union 
president in New York, has ordered 
a general walkout at all FP houses in 
Canada unless FP comes to terms. 
Feeling is that they will. 


‘Western Union’ On 
Par’s ‘A’ Schedule 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Paramount will make a ‘Western 
Union’ with an ‘A’ 


}and Albert Lewin in the producer 
| spot. Cast will be topped by Joel 
McCrea, Bob Burns and Frances 


Film goes to William Wellman for | Dee. 


direction 
pletes ‘Men With Wings.’ 


next year after he com- | 


Script is being written by Wilfred 
Rothschild and Ward Wing. 


| skyrocket production costs. 
| factors 
such that such costs can 
| back 





Tl WHICH MARCH Chain of 16-MM. Newsreelers All 


SAG Demand Could Well 
Mean That Newsréels 
Would Have to Pay Foot- 
ball Stadium People a 
Fee as a Film Extra 


NEWSREELS’ 


SLANT 


March of Time and the Screen 
Actors Guild are still at 
heads, A ‘sign up, or 


logger- 
else’ ulti- 
follow- 
ing a previous refusal of SAG to 
accord Time classification as a 
newsreel. Threat to list March of 
Time as unfair has been made. 
One of the issues in 
the use of ‘real 
re-enactments, 


dispute is 
people’ in news 
Time points to its 
recent news story on Manchester, 
N. H., where thousands of citizens 
turned out for a photographic tell- 
ing of the town’s economic history. 
Under SAG rules, Time declares, 
this sequence would have been im- 
possible. Numerous other news 


stories involving large throngs are | 


also cited. Time fails to under- 
stand the demand of Kenneth 
Thomson that students photographed 
in a football grandstand should all 
be compensated as extras. This is 
precisely what the newsreels do, 
Time feels. 


That newsreels, especially since 
sound, depend to an overwhelm- 
ingly extent upon ‘staged re-en- 


actments,’ strikes the heads of 
Time as placing the reels and 
‘March’ in the same boat. 


No Displacement of SAG 

Willingness to accept SAG con- 
ditions and wage scale and union 
recognition on studio production 
is expressed but Time feels that 
SAG cannot fairly impose the- 
atrical conditions on groups where 
there is no question of displace- 
ment of SAG membership. 

Not clear to Time is what SAG 
proposes in the event that ‘juris- 
diction’ over non-theatrical per- 
sons was acknowledged. Payment | 
of SAG scale to non-SAG members 
carries the implication that such | 





Collegians Outsmarted 


Campus town theatre mana- 
gers decided discretion was the 
better part of valor this foot- 
ball season. 

Rather than be firmly ada- 
mant, they solved the damage 
created by gate-crashing col- 
legians, following grid games 
or rallies, by inviting them in 
gratis. It saved wear 'n’ tear, 
and the boys didn’t get as 
anxious to get inside the thea- 
tres once it was open sesame, 


MORE SQUAWKS 
ON 16MM. PIX 
FROM EXHIBS 











| 
| 
| 


Distribution of 16-millimeter ver- 
sions of features made by both major | 
and independent producers has in- | 
creased to such an extent that ex- 
hibitors in regular run theatres have 
started to squawk. Some complaints 
| are that the pictures are made avail- 
| able in 16-mm. size for non-theatri- 
| cal showing too soon after the sub- 
ject runs in their houses, and other 
exhibs simply contend that any of 
| thens subjects cut into their business, 
; whether comparatively new or old. 
| Exhibitors charge that the 16-mm. 
prints get to community auditori- 
ums and into non-theatrical hands in 
violation of known larger company 
| Testrictions against such exhibition. 
| Judging from the flood of protests 
received by the industry’s copyright 
protection authorities in N. Y. from 
many sections of the country, the 
16-mm. competition stands to be the 
next problem tackled on a large 
scale by the Copyright Protection 
Bureau. 











Contract; Weber to Decide This Wk. AF TIME OBJECTS Set to Start; Overhead ‘Way Down 


While definite plans thus far have 
been mulled behind closed doors, 
latest indications are that it is only 
a matter of time until the first cir- 
cuit of 16-:~illimeter newsreel-short 
feature theatres is started. Present 
idea is to obtain newsreel subjects 
from regular producers of news 
weekly issues, with indications that 
any objection as to reducing down 


to 16-mm. size will be overcome by 
the number of theatres offered to all 
five of newsreel Would 
be at least 15 at outset. 


companies. 
accounts 





Urge to use 16-mm. equipment and 
negative is strictly an economic one, 
those backing present circuit figur- 
ing that the outlay for projection- 
ists can be trimmed from $365 per 
week to less than $150 and that a 
| better deal on newsreel rentals can 


| be secured if a definite number of 
|! accounts is assured. With the budg- 
|et for newsreels cut to $175 a week 
|and booth cost reduced materially, 
|further saving would be obtained in 
| house staff cuts so that actual over- 
head weekly expense can be reduced 
to one-third and possibly one-fourth 
| of what it costs to operate normally 
|} in newsreel cinemas today, 

| If the newsreel theatre costing 
| $2,100 to operate at the present time 
can put on the same show for $500 
|to $750 in monetary outlay each 
week, present circuit plans seem as- 
sured of success from the start. This, 
in turn, would make a 50% to 100% 

slash from the 25c admish scale pos- 
sible, giving the new type of opera- 
tion the turnover, 


Improvements in optical equip- 
ment for 16-mm. projection plus new 
lighting devices make the narrow- 
gauge film feasible in such type of 
house, eaperts claim. 





NO SAG-MARCH 
OF TIME STRIKE 





Screen Actors Guild has temporart- 


| MUSTANG STARS FEMME | ly passed up its previously announced 


one-time participants photographed DRAW VIA MIKE BUILDUP 


all over the country in cities, towns 
and villages must take out union 
membership and pay dues. 

SAC, Time feels, is overlooking | 
the unique nature of the monthly 
release and its essential 
to a newsreel. 
to grandstands 
of citizens would 
Rental 
are not 
be gotten 


or streets full 


in the shorts field 
from exhibitors. 
Time.’ with headquarters in New 
, York, and the SAG, located in Holly- 
wood, have carried on negotiations 
+ chiefly by mail. Very little progress 
toward agreement has been made 
since the matter first came up in 


July. 
in Winnipeg there is a possibility of | 





budget rating, | 





WB PROD. ABROAD 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 
Irving Asher, Warner 
in England, arrived at the studio. 
Sunday (28), to huddle for several 
weeks with H. M. and Jack L. War- 
ner and Hal B. Wallis on production 
problems for the Teddington plant. 
Three new contract players ac- 
companied Asher. They are James 
Stephenson, Bruce Lister and Chili 
Baucher. Mrs. Asher, 
Laura LaPlante, also in the party. 





WB SWITCHES DIRECTORS 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Warners switched William Mc- 


| Gann off ‘Penrod’s Double Trouble,’ 


| Booth Tarkington 


story for 
Mauch twins. 
Assignment goes to Lew Seiler. 


sameness | 
But apart from that, | 
| payment of wages 


the former | 


the | 





strike deadline of last Saturday (27) 
against March of Time. Believed 
the Guild may modify its previous 
stand against March's claim of news- 


Sex appeal has come to the West- | reel status, although no official word 


ern pictures, 


these features. 
It all has to do with widening | 


'scope of the oats operas, definitely | 


| traced to the trend towards singing 
|cowboys on the screen. Most of 
these warblers either developed a 


following to a major extent through | 


appearing on the radio or after get- | 
ting in films began building by 
means of air programs. 

Because they have reached the 
;ear of femme listeners, 
and saddle singers now have fol- 
lowings beyond normal scope. 


more consideration to the romantic 
| twist for their open spaces dramas. 
| Result has been that feminine 
| players in mustang mellers, previous- 
‘ly considered a necess sary evil, 
= into their own in the cactus 

pics No longer do they make 


pretty, background but an effort to 





is made. 


| 
| 


Stude Cops Celluloided 
| Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
| ‘Police Cadet,’ original yarn writ- 
ten around the Los Angcles police 


school, has been turned in to War-| 
ners by Don Ryan and K- :neth} 
Gamet. 


| No production assignments set. 
| jasecain pit feist ssnnebticit 
METRO’S ‘SOLDIERS 3’ 

| Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Soldiers Three’ 
is being readied at Metro by Mal- 


colm Boylan and Tom Reed on the | 


script end. 
| Louis D. Lighton will produce with 
‘Grover Jones as his aide. 


the boots | 


Pro- | 
| ducers, cognizant of this, have given | 


are | 


| build some semblance of a love yarn | 
studio head | 


And it is meaning a| |of such action has been made, 
| wider audience for distributors of | ; . 
|\day morning viewed recent March 


SAG reps in New York last Satur- 


reels at a special screening. Under- 
stood it was the first time they had 
done so, March having claimed that 
such viewing would establish its 


,claim of coming under newsreel 
classification. While the SAG reps 


were reported as expressing theme 
selves partly convinced of the jus- 
| tice of March’s newsreel claims, they 
said they were unable to take any 
action without authority from Guild 
headquarters on the Coast. However, 
no strike was called or announced. 

During the dispute, which has con- 
|tinued since last July, March has 
agreed to observe all Guild shop re- 
| quirements, but has refused to sign 
a contract. March officials have 
claimed product is neither a 
feature, according to Hollywood 
| standards, nor a newsreel, but comes 
|under a separate classification of its 
own. Execs have been willing to 
observe Guild rules and use Guild 
members wherever scenes or indi- 
| viduals are substituted in place of 
| the actual ones. But in cases where 
jthe actual per sons re-enact scenes 
|from real life, March becomes a 
| newsreel, it is claimed. So far, SAG 
has worked out no statuts or requiree 
ments for newsreels. 


} 
| 6 
} 
} 


their 


Par’s ‘Dream’ Perking 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Paramount will roll ‘Dream of 
| tae Dec. 15 with Fred MacMurray 
and Olympe Bradna topspotted, from 
, Andrew L. Stone’s original and 
| screenplay by Eve Greene and 
| Frederick Jackson. 


Stone also directs. 





i 
; 
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Holiday Only Brief L. A. Hypo: | 


Truth’ $39,000, ‘Navy Blue’ $22,300, 


‘Love I'm After’ 


2G, Firefly’ 11146 








| 
‘Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

After getting away to a terrific 

start Thanksgiving Day and holding 

the following day, bulk of first runs 


locally did a nosedive over the 
weekend. Only pic holding firm is 
‘Awful Truth’ day-date at the Pan-| 
tages and RKO, piling up a hefty 
$39,000. 

Opening of Santa Claus Lane on 
Holiywood Blvd. Saturday night 
drew a mob of several hundred 
thousand spectavors, hitting the night 
shows a wallop, particularly the 


Chinese and Hollywood. On top of 
this, one of heaviest fogs this area 
has ever known rolled in shortly 
after the dinner hour making driv- 
ing a hazard. 

‘Hurricane’ continues to draw 
favorably at the Carthay Circle, now 
in fourth week of a two-a-day en- 
gagement. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (4th 
week). Interest in this Goldwyn 
roadshow attraction continues high 
and on basis of first three weeks 
should hold strong through the 
holidays. Third week brought nifty 
$10,100, just fe'v dollars below second 
week. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75) —‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) 
and ‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) dual. 
at only $9,300 disappointing. Last 
week. ‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Wallaby 
Jim’ (GN), fair $10,100 as expected. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Love I’m After’ (WB) and 
‘Alcatraz’ (FN), dual. With ‘Alcatraz’ 
held for second week, house looks 
headed for another good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Alcatraz’ (FN) and ‘Sh! 
the Octopus’ (FN), very big $12,500, 
far exceeding estimates. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
*Victoria’ (RKO) (2nd week). Hold- 
over should hit so-so $3,000, follow- 
ing $4,100 inital stanza. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Love I’m After’ (WB) and 
‘Alcatraz’ (FN) dual. Started slightly 
ahead of its day-dater (Downtown) 
but will finish weaker, $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Alcatraz’ (FN) and ‘Sh! the 
Octopus’ (FN), excellent at $10,900. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40)—‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) and 
“Love on Air’ (FN) dual and vaude. 
Looks only $7,800, bad. Last week, 
‘Stars Over Desert’ (20th) and ‘Small 
Town Boy’ (GN), $9,000, without aid 
of holiday. 

Pantages( Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Shadow’ 
(Col) dual. A smash hit, will prob- 
ably pile up terrific $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO) 
and ‘Fit for King’ (RKO), dis- 
appointed with meagre $5,700. 








Paramount (Partmar) (3,595: 30- 
‘Stand-In’ (UA) and stage 
show. Opened on holiday to sell 


show. Opened on holiday to sell-out 
biz, but slipping to weak $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) $16,000, 
about what was expected. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55) — ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) and ‘Shadow’ (Col) 
dual. Headed for a terrific $19,000, 
just slightly behind what its day- 
dater (Pan) will garner in Holly- 
wood. Last week, ‘Fight for Lady’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fit for King’ (RKO), 
weak at $5,700. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 
‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) dual. Foot- 
ball is still pretty much in the air 
hereabouts but this grid yarn will 
get no more than $13,000, mild. Last 


week, ‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Wallaby 
Jim’ (GN), below expectations at 
$1° 700. 


United Artists 
30-40-55 )—'Firefly’ 


(Fox-UA) (2,100; 
(MG) and ‘Walla- 


by Jim’ (GN) dual. On moveover 
should pile up fair $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night Club 


S<andal’ (Par), pretty bad $2,600. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 

—‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Wallaby Jim’ 

(GN) dual. Got away to mighty good 


start but off to $6.500, so-so. Last 
week, ‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ very weak $4,700. 


(Par), 


‘Breakfast for 2,’ Vaude 
206, ‘Ebb Tide’ 1036, Buff 


Buffalo. 
Business is looking up for the 
current period with the Buffalo 
shooting for one of the best grosses 
in weeks and the Hipp and Cen- 
tury following along in first-rate 
style. 
Estimates for This Week 
2ufYalo (Shea) (3.600: 
*Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis. Band leader in person doing 
a fine job and gross may get up 
to excellent $20,000. Last week | 
*‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) okay for 
just over $11,000. 


Nov. 30 


Century (Shea) (3,400: 25-35)— 
*Hold 'Em, Navy’ (Par) and ‘Super- |. 
Sleuth’ (RKO). Takings speeding up 
for current stanza and Jooks like 


strong week and fine $9,500. Last 


| fair for $9,500, good. 


35-40-60 )— | 


(RKO) and | 
somewhat, 


week ‘Fit for a King’ 
‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) off 
but satisfactory at $7,400. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) 
—Submarine D-l’ (WB). Chances 
Last week ‘Last 
Gangster’ (M-G), picked up on last 
half and came in with strong $13,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—Ebb 
Tide’ (Par). Away to a great start 
and looks to better fine $10,500. Last 
week ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (2d run), 
five days for this at fair $4,000. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘l’ll Take Romance’ (Col) and ‘West- 
land Case’ (U). Going great guns; 
gross over swell $10,000. Last week | 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (3d week) and 
‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th), third 
stanza of this one bettered $12,000. 
Will be brought back for fourth | 


week. 


XMAS HITS HUB; 
‘DOOR’ DUALS 
$30,000 


Boston, Nov. 30. 

‘Stage Door’ at the Keith Memorial 
and ‘Double Wedding’ at the Loew 
houses, both on dual bills, are crash- 
ing through with leading takes this | 
week. ‘Ebb Tide,’ with a stage show 
topped by Hal LeRoy, is okay at the 
Met. Keith Boston with a straight 
eight-act vaude show and ‘Big Town 
Girl’ on screen, is tallying nicely. 

Xmas shopping slump is cutting 
sharply into legit and nitery trade, 
but hasn’t hit the film stands yet, 
because of the current crop of ace 
product being screened here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) and vaude. 
Stimulating biz here to good $21,000 
groove. Last week ‘Blondes Are 
Dangerous’ (U) and ‘Folies Comiques’ 
on stage, okay $18,000. 

Colonial (UA) (1,643; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—“Hurricane’ (UA) roadshow 
(2d week). Adequate, $8,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th) (1st run). 
Okay $7,000 pace. Last week medium 
$6,000 on ‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and 
‘West of Shanghai’ (WB). 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40 )—Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (3d run) and ‘Boggs 
Steps Out’ (GN) (st run). Okay 
$6,000. Last week $5,000 on second 
week of ‘Mayerling’ (Pax), single. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55) — ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) and 
‘Prescription for Romance’ (U). 
Smash = $30,000. Hopped to big 
headstart with  two-show pre- 
view holiday eve. In for three weeks. 
Last week soft $13,000 for ‘Live, 
Love’ (MG) and ‘Madame X’ (MG). 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and Hal LeRoy 
heading stage show. Looks fine 
around $25,000. Last week way off, 
$16,500 for ‘Love I’m After’ (WB) 
and stage show starring Frank 
Parker. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Double Wedding’ (MG) and 
‘Dark Journey’ (UA). Big $15,000 
| in view. Last week ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) (2d week) and ‘Murder 
in Greenwich Village’ (Col) (1st 
week). Held excellent pace, $14,500. 

Parameunt (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th) (1st run). 
Okay $9,500 promised. Last week 
‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and ‘West of | 
Shanghai’ (WB). Just marked time | 
at $7,800. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) (2d run) | 
and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par) (2d run). 
Looks good for $8,000. Last week 
| ‘Heidi’ (20th) (3d run) and ‘Barrier 
(Par) (2d run), swerved to 
$4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,300: 25-35-40-55) 

‘Double Wedding’ (MG) ee ‘Dark 
| Journey’ (UA), $12,000, disappoint- 

gz. Last week good $12.000 for 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (2d week) and 
| ‘Murder in Greenwich Village’ (Col) 
(Ist week). 

















Fiddling ‘Fiddlesticks’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


| Wr iting assignment on ‘Fiddle- 
| Sticks,’ Pandro S. Berman production 
starring Mitzi Green, has been 


handed to John Twist at RKO. 

Mortimer Orffner draws the chore 
of sitting on the set of ‘Radio City 
| Revels’ and scribbling continuity 
|} and dialog just to the fore of the 
cameras. 





First Runs on B’way 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 2 





Astor—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (4th 
wk). 

Capitol—‘Firefly’ (MG) (2d 
wk). 


Criterion — ‘Blossoms on 
Broadway’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17) 
Globe—-Paid to Dance’ (Col) 
(4). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 10) 
Music Hall—‘Nothing Sacred’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 





P: ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(3d wk). 

Rialte — ‘Portia on_ Trial’ 
(Rep). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 10) 
Rivoli—Damsel jin Distress’ 


(RKO) (2d wk). 
Roxy—‘Dinner at the Ritz’ 
(20th) (3). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 10) 
Strand-——‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 
Week of Dec. 9 
Astor—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (5th 
wk). 
Capito! — ‘Last Gangster’ 
(MG). 


(Reviewed in Vartisety, Nov. 10) 
Criterion—‘Missing Witnesses’ 
(WB). 


Music Hall—'!’ll Take Ro- 
mance’ (Col). 
Paramount—‘Thrill of a Life- 
time’ (Par) (8). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. i0) 
Rialto —— ‘Beg, Borrow or 
Steal’ (MG). 


(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 
Rivoli—‘Damsel in Distress’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). 


Roxy — ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) 
(10). 

Strand—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 











Omaha Hot; ‘Honeymoon,’ 


Flesh Return $15,000 


Omaha, Nov. 30. 


Thanksgiving week sees theatre 
row looking up with heavy attrac- 
tions in all houses and best. all 
around lineup of shows in long 
period. Thursday usual opening day 
for Brandeis and Omaha, but also 
taken over by Orpheum which blos- 
somed out with one of its infrequent 
stage shows. Omaha jumped the gun 
to present a Thanksgiving eve pre- 
view to benefit the local newspapers 
free shoe fund. 

Weather opening day and over 
weekend did its bit; conveniently 
turned mild after unusual cold spell 
of previous ten days. Orpheum 
easily in the lead as is always case 
when stage unit plays here, although 
‘Second Honeymoon’ on screen, with 
flesh show, as strong as any first fea- 
ture here for some time. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Damsel in _ Distress’ 
(RKO) and ‘West of Shanghai’ (FN). 
Lively advance campaign and hit- 
ting long stride toward $7,800, very 
good. Last week ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) 
and ‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col) made 
it 14 days straight of nearly capacity 
biz. Second week hit $5,250, happy 
figure here for opening week biz. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Girl with Ideas’ 
(U). Opened with preview Wed- 
nesday (24) to benefit charity and 
swung into healthy returns on reg- 
ular run Thursday (25), $9,750, 
thanks to holiday. Last week ‘Navy 
Blue and Gold’ (MG) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par), topped $8,000, ac- 


ceptable. 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25- 
40)—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), 


with ‘Waikiki Nights’ unit on ¢tage. 
First time stage lighted here, except 
for midnight show, since early sum- 
mer, and public ripe for it. Looks 
to hold through week for $15,000 
plus. Last week ‘This Way Please’ 





seedy | 


(Par) and ‘Danger Love at Work’ 
| (20th) trotted along to $7,500 okay 
| | for six days. 


SCALE TILT HITS DET. 
SHIRLEY, VAUDE 286 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 


strike scare is relieved for 
| time being, but spots are still suffer- 
ing from upped admish scales re- 
cently adopted. Getting big play at 
|matinees, but nights are off gener- 
ally. 

Shirley Temple's ‘Heidi,’ with Nick 
Lucas topping vaude at the Fox, is 
grabbing top honors, chiefly on the 
| hefty matinee play. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
“Love at Work’ (20th) plus ‘Car- 

nival Queen’ (U), dual. Clipping off 
;normal $5,300. Last week about 
$5,700, yvood, on ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) 

(re-run) and “Trouble at Midnight’ 





Auto 





(Col). 
Fox (Indie) (5,009: 40-50-75)— 
‘Heidi’ (20th) with Nick Lucas top- 





ping stage show. Should get good 
$28,000 on eight days. Last week 
about $16,000, okay, on six days for 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), plus 
Walter C. Kelly heading vaude. 

Madison: (United Detroit) (2,000; 
40-50-75 )—‘Double Wedding’ (MG) 
(2d week). Second session figures 
to get about $7,000, good, following 
nice $10,000 last stanza. Third week 
doubtful. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
40-50-75) —‘Navy Blue and 
(MG), with Joe Jackson 
vaude. Should manage to. get 
around $26,000, good. Last week 
slightly under $27,000, fine, on ‘Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) with Little Jack Little 
on stage. 

Palms - State 


(4,000; 


topping 


(United Detroit) 


(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(re-run) and ‘Sophie Lang’ (Par), 
dual. Nice $12,000 on combo, ‘Ebb 


from Michi- 
at $8,500 


being moved here 
gan. Last stanza better 
for ‘Back in Circulation’ (FN) (re- 
run) plus ‘This Way, Please’ (Par). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-50-75 )}—‘First Lady’ (WB). 
Poor at $7,000 and doubtful if it'll 
hold. Second session of ‘Firefly’ 
(MG) dived to $5,000 following 


| bumper $15,000 first stanza. 


Seattle, Nov. 30. 

Several first runs moved up open- 
ing day to begin Thanksgiving with 
new bills. Fine weather was a help, 
long rain halting for fairer skies. 
‘Awful Truth’ getting raves as dan- 
diest romantic comedy extant and 
setting Liberty house records, with 
indications for seven or eight-week 


run. Good pix are clicking all over 
town. 
‘Ali Baba’ is hot enough to get 


moveover to the Blue Mouse, where 
the policy is back for this one to 42c. 
top. ‘Firefly’ is another good one 
that is hitting nice third week at the 
Music Box after first two at the 
Fifth. Biz generally oke everywhere. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and 
‘Western Gold’ (20th). Former 
moved from nice first week at Para- 
mount, indications for $4,500, great. 
Last week, ‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘West of Shanghai’ (FN), dual, 
$2,900, big. 

Coliseum 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG), dual. Expectations 
for $5,000, great. Last week, ‘Topper’ 
(MG) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), 
dual, solid at $3,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) 
13th Guest’ (Mono) and ‘Atlantic 
Flight’ (Mono), dual. Heading for 
$2,600, good. Last week, ‘Flash Ca- 
sey’ (GN) about the same. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 32-37-42 )—‘Heidi’ (20th). Get- 
ting good kiddie trade with school 
vacations over holiday. expected $9,- 
000, big. Last week, ‘Firefly’ (MG), 
2d week, $6,200. good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col). 2d big week 
indicated $12,000, terrific. Last week 
same film pulled smacko $12,300, 
superb. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Firefly’ (MG). 
relea 2 from two weeks at 
h-ading for $3.800, good. Last 


(850; 10-21)— 


Fifth, 
week, 


‘Double Wedding’ (MG) (3d week), 
$2,700, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ (MG), and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th), 
dual, getting along for $6.800, oke. 
Last week, ‘Alcatraz’ (FN), and 
‘Danger, Love at Work’ (20th), dual, 
$6,400, strong. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37 )—‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 





(Rep) and vaude. Nice bill bring- 





‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). 


Gold’ | 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


PORTLAND, ORE., OKAY; 








| prospect. 
| Fire’ 





TRUTH WOW 126 
SEATTLE FORTE 








Hot | 


| 


| 30-55)— ‘Firefly’ 





| nice play in this big house. 
| $8,000. 
;} and ‘Annapolis Salute’ 


ing close to $4,000, satisfactory. Last | 
| week, ‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep) and 
| vaude, $3,400, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick- Evergreen) 
(3,106: 32-37-42)—Conquest’ (MG) 
teamed with ‘Dangerously Yours’ 

| (20th). Naturally playing up Garbo, 

| outlook for $6,800 below Garbo ex- 
| pectations. Last week, ‘Ali Baba’ 

| (20th) and ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ | 
(U), dual, $8,700, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 

| 


Soaring for 


| anticipated $3,500, forte. Last week, 
| ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par), and 
| ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO), dual, $2,600, 
okay. 


PAR COLORING ITS FINDS 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 
Paramount has set Dorothy Howe 
and Archie Twitchell, pair of un- 
| knowns, for parts in its color produc- 
tion, ‘Her Jungle Love.’ 
Troupe is currently on location at 
Palm Springs. 





Mpls. Skidding, but Still in Black; 
Truth’ $12,000, Damsel’ $8,000 


é 
a 


Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 

Biz generally continues on the 
downgrade, but outstanding pictures 
still are delivering well enough at 
the box-office to spell profit in caps. 
Current instances are ‘Awful Truth’ 
and ‘Damsel in Distress.’ Former is 
a real smash and will top town for 
second consecutive week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 
—‘Wine, Women and Horses’ (WB) 
and ‘Man Cried Wolf’ (U) dual first 
runs split with ‘Music for Madame’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U) 
also dual first-runs. Mild $800 in 
Last week, ‘Love Under 
(20th) (2d run) split last three 
days with ‘Love on the Air’ (WB) 
and ‘Thunder Trail’ (Par) dual first- 
runs, fair $900. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40) — ‘First Lady’ (WB). Kay 
Francis not so forte here, but legit 
play made impression and may help 
pic; mild $3,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Angel’ (Par), $3,000; light. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55) —Ebb Tide’ (Par). Weak 
sister at 55c for this big deluxe 
house. However, helped by Thanks- 
giving holiday and swell selling job 
to catch ‘family trade;’ may hit $7.- 
500, not bad, all things considered. 
Last week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col), $13,- 
900; gigantic. 


15-25) 


Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2.800: 
25-35-40) — ‘Damsel in Distress’ 
(RKO). Despite good exploitation 


job and Astaire and Burns-Allen 
popularity, only fair at $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), 
$7,000; fair. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-55) —‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (2d 
week). Moved here from Minnesota 
for prolongation of loop first-run and 
giving this house its biggest week in 
many a moon. Word-of-moutl boost- 
ing and third week not unlikely: 
reaching for terrific $12,000, just 
short of $14,000 garnered first seven 
days at Minnesota. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG). Revivals con- 
tinue to rule roost here; en route to 
good $900. Last week, ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ (MG) (2d week), fine 
$800 for this revival on top of dandy 
$1,100 for first seven days. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Lost Horizon) (Col). First nabe 
showing and is blasting through to 
big $4,500. Last week, ‘High, Wide 
and Handsome’ (Par), $2,500; ordin- 
ary. 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 

—Great Garrick’ (WB). Well treat- 
ed by critics and liked by customers; 
heading for fair $1,500. Last week, 
‘Dr. Syn’ (GB), $1,400, fair. 





‘TRUTH’ 86, ‘SACRED’ 76 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 30. 


‘Nothing Sacred’ is big at Parker’ os 
Broadway. ‘Second Honeymoon’ is 
a good winner for the Hamrick-Ever- 
green Orpheum. ‘Firefly’ moved to 
the Mayfair for a fourth week after 
three big stanzas at Parker’s UA. 

All houses did well over the 
Thanksgiving holiday, ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold’ also good stuff at the UA. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30- 55) 
—‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) and ‘Ido! of 
Crowds’ (U). On nine days in line 
for good $7,000 and will hold. Last 
five days ‘Alcatraz’ (FN) and ‘Girl 
with Ideas’ (U) just fair $4,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
(MG). Fourth week 
after three big weeks at the UA 
and still getting okay $2,800. Last 
week ‘Only Live Once’ (UA) and 
‘Fight For Your Lady’ (RKO) hit an 
average pace around $2,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—Second Honeymoon’ 
(20th) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par). 
Ran up a big score over the holiday 
for average $5,000. Last week ‘Break- 
fast for Two’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. Syn’ 
(GB) closed around par at $5.500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) 
and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th). Getting a 
strong 
Baba’ (20th) 
(RKO) closed 
a good second week with $5.000. 


Last week ‘Ali 





United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
a and Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 

Westland Case’ (FN). Good holiday 
biz and holding okay $5,500. Last 
week ‘Firefly’ (MG) third week 
nicely $4,000. First two weeks 
totaled great $12,500. 

RKO’s ‘Alibi’ - ieee 

Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
RKO puts ‘The Perfect Alibi’ in 





production Thursday (2) with Pres- 
ton Foster and Whitney Bourne 
heading the cast which includes Don- 
ald Meek, Maud Eburne, George 
Irving, William Corson, Samuel 


Hinds and Edith Elliott. 
Maury Cohen produces and Lew 
Landers directs. 
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Chi Thankful for Turkey Day 
Hypo; ‘Awful Truth’ Sock $42,000, 
Ebbtide -Bands, 306, ‘Damsel’ 276 








+ 
Chicago, Nov. 30. ad (WB). sent $1,000. Last week, 
ivi . ril’s Saddle Legion’ (WB) and 
Managers are giving heartfelt] ~°V)) ; 
tanks fe Thanksgiving, for the That’s My Story’ (U), split with 


nas - ‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th) 
holiday brought life back to the dead} 214 ‘Over Goal’ (WB). fairish, $800. 


and dying. Just when everything | Lincoln (LTC) (1.600: 10-20-25 )— 
looked pretty blah, the holiday PIC | «1 ife Begins at College’ (20th) Fine 
tures arrived and the box-offices Im~- | ¢3 200 in sight Last. week, ‘Back in 
mediately snapped back into stirring | Giroulation’ (WB) did all right 
activily. | $2,700. 


There are at least a couple of pic-| Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 


tures which are drumming up a wal- 25-40)—‘Lady Fights Back’ (U) anc? 


loping trade. _ They are ‘Awful | stage show, ‘Ballyhoo Brevities’ unit 
Truth, which is doing a smashing} split with ‘Fit for King’ (RKO). 


business at the Chicago, and ‘Damsel | With the vaude staying four days, 
in Distress, which is grinding - er week will easily top $3,400, excellent. 
gg ag Cl ge hg RE 
12 ’ : ‘ }su ar) al avana iday 
six shows on Saturday, cutting the | unit on stage, split with ‘Madame 
stage show down to 30 minutes in| x’ (MG) and ‘Judge Priest’ (reissue) 
order to get turiover. House got | (20th), $3,000, nice. 
away fast from the gun and word-of-- Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
mouth is building the picture into a ‘Double Wedding’ (MG). Away with 
mighty ap ee ee came ‘a bang, likely to reach $4,000, a grand 
in on Thanksgiving ay ana 1S a/slam for this house. Last week, ‘Ali 
cinch for a three or four-week gallop} Baba’ (20th) did well with $3,400 in 
in its stand. |five days. Was yanked to make a 
Oriental goes over to swing-time/| holiday start for DW. 


on its stage for another try currently | 
with the Rita Rio and Louis Panico| 
orchestras putting on a battle of | 
music. Picture is ‘Ebbtide,’ with 
the combination ripe for the type of | 
audience at this house. | 
~ ‘Last Gangster’ is getting addi-| 
tional Loop time at the Apollo fol- 
lowing an excellent eight-day run at 
the Oriental. ‘Double Wedding’ 
strengthened at the United Artists | 
and is holding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) 
—‘last Gangster’ (MG). Moved here 
from Oriental and doing consistent 
biz.- To $7,500, good. Last week 
‘Barrier’. (Par) good, $6,600. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Awful Truth’ (Col) and stage show 
Smash pace and building to big 
$42,000 on the week. Six shows on 
the weekend. Last week, ‘Second 
Honeymoon’ (20th) built sharply on 
Thanksgiving Day and finished its 
eight-day gallop to good $34,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Hold ’Em, Navy’ (Par). Football 
flicker getting nice play, especially 
from younger mob and okay $6,000 
Last week, ‘This Way, Please’ (Par) 
yanked after six brutal days, finish- 
ing to under miserable $3,300. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— | 
‘Ebbtide’ (Par) and stage show. Rita | 
Rio and Louis Panico orchestras on, 
stage for swing contest. Business | 
perking along nicely with plenty of 
hotcha customers currently. Came 
in on Thursday and with the holiday 
buildup looks to hit nice $30,000 on 
the eight-day ride. Last week 
‘Gangster’ (MG) had an eight-day 
ride also for bright $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Opened hurriedly on Thanks- 
giving and away strong. Figures for 








Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (Rep) and 
‘Paid to Dance’ (Col) split with 
‘Wrong Road’ (Col) and ‘Thanks for 
Listenin’ (Ambass). Neat start which 
will insure $1,300, good. Last week, 
‘Devil Driving’ (Col) and ‘Arizona 
Gunfighter’ (Rep) split with ‘Swing 
Sailor’ (GN) and ‘Wallaby Jim’ 


1 (GN), okay, $950. 





cau wee ‘SACRED’ $19,000, 


DAMSEL’ 126, 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 30. 
‘Nothing Sacred’ is topping the 
town currently, racking up a wham 
$19,000 in an eight-day stay at the 
Albee. Period includes Thanksgiv- 
ing Day, for which the opening was 


moved up. Fredric March, male 
star of the pic, is personaling in 
Cincy this week, sharing name 
honors with his wife, Florence 


Eldridge, in ‘Your Obedient Hus- 
band,’ legiter at the Cox. 

Second money is being copped by 
‘Damsel in Distress’ for $12,000 on 
eight days, including a Turkey Day 
starter. ‘Boots and Saddles’ is 
chalking up a winning $4,800 for the 
Lyric. 

Estimates for This Weck 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA). Wham for 
eight days, $19,000. Last week ‘Sec- 


| Century 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Firefly’ (MG). Holding | 


mighty fine $27,000 on first seven|}ond Honeymoon’ (20th), eight days, 





days. Last week, ‘Garrick’ (WB) / $13,000, nice. 
yanked after miserable $11,000 in six Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
days. ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (3d week). 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65-| plenty strong, $7,500. Last week 
a —~ Manner ag! (UA( Ryser $8,000, smash. 

ame through last week with excel- , _9R)__ 
lent $16,500 and headed for equally gy Ag ot a ie eole- 


excellent $11,000 currently. Has 


femmes coming mon Mines’ (GB), a bg pe 
Sosy 5: - | (RKO), separate. Good, $2,500. Las 
State-Lake (Jones) (2.700; 25-35-| } ee og re ‘ ? 

45-55) —‘Murder in Greenwich’ (Col) | (MG) "aaiec of shoveled EN, 

and vaude. House consistent winner singly, $2,600, okay 

and again a bright mark with $15,000)" ° "7" © cee 95-40)—‘S 

in the offing. Last week, ‘Annap- | Grand D>, CSS + oe Sec- 

olis Salute’ (reissue) (Par) okay with | ond Honeymoon (20th), Moved ove! 





$13.100. from Albee for second week; all 
United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.700-| right, $3,000. Last week Perfect 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Double Wedding’ Specimen (WB) (3d week), $2,500, 

(MG) (3d week). Perked nicely on | ‘4!": 7 
second week to $10,000 and holding, Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
currently to better than $9,000, good.|‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) (2d 
|week). Good, $5,500. Last week 


‘Conquest’ (MG) next. 





a sensational $9,006 for theatre’s high 
|on the season, 
Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Boots 


Thanksgiving Biz Ups ‘all Saddles’ (Rep). Pleasing, $4,800. 


Last week ‘This Way, Please’ (Par), 


. ‘ e 
Lincolr: Wedding’ AG, $4,500, fairly good. : 
‘ + Palace (RKO) (2,600: P 35-42 , : 
‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO), eigh 
Truth Near Run Record dave F Good, $12,000. Last week | 


‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO), six days, 
Li P $5,000, season’s low at this stand. 

; Se oer. Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
,_ Midvitf sock this week was hypoed | «Firefly’ (MG) (3d week). 
Dy Thanksgiving openings all over |} ; $4,000. 


fout to a fair 


Bowing | 
following an 


by around $6,000 after a good 
10,000 last week. 2 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Love I’m 
After’ (WB) and ‘Dangerously Yours’ 
(WB). May run to $7,500, satis- 
factory. Last week ‘Breakfast for 
Two’ (RKO) and ‘40 Naughty Girls’ 
(RKO) $7,000, ok. 

Loew’s (M. T.) (3,200; 50)—‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) and ‘Life Begins in 
Sollege’ (20th). Looks like tops cur- 
rently with likely $8,500, forte. Last 
week ‘All Yours’ (Col) and ‘Rack- 
eteers in Exile’ (Col) $6,500, all right. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Barrier’ 
(Par) and ‘Footloose Heiress’ (Par). 
Outlook good for $7,000. Last week 
‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG) and 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG) $6,000, okay. 


End’ (UA) (2d week). 
$3,000 after fine $4,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Le Garnet de Bail’ (2d 
week). Headed for $2,000 after strong 
$2,500 last week. 





—Nitchevo’ and ‘Monsieur Personne.’ 
May gross eventually $6,500, swell 
Last week ‘Troika’ and ‘La Fille de 
la Madelon,’ $5,500, oke. 





Firefly $16,000, 
Astaire $17,000 
Tops for Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 30. 
‘Firefly,’ at Loew’s Century, and 
‘Damsel in Distress,’ at the combo 
Hippodrome, are leading the parade. 
Steady play for the new MacDonald 
musical -indicates a rousing $16,000 
take, while the Astaire flick bolstered 
by a strong vaude lineup. is 
big at $17,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
(Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 15- 


up in good style, $16,000 indicated 
for week. Last week, ‘Stand In’ (UA) 
only $8,400. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200: 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Damsel in Dis- 
tress’ (RKO) plus strong vaude. 


Clicking solid profit at $17,000, local 
campaign by A. L. Burks being im 
portantly credited. Last week, ‘Vic- 
toria’ (RKO) no more than $8,700 in 
spite of raves by local crix. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
25-35-40-55)—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) (2d 
week). Continued profit indicated at 


$8,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400: 
40-55)—‘Second Honeymoon’ 
(2d week). Falling down badly to 


15-25-30- 


bare $2,500 after okay opener to 
$5,200. 
Stanley (WB) (3,450: 15-25-30-40- 


55)—‘Love I’m After’ (\4 4) Eolding 
steady pace to fairish $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Garrick’ (WB) got rousing 
newspaper reception but no dice at 
b.o., with no more than $4,100 the 
final count. 





RAIN BOOSTS B’KLYN 


‘Heidi, ‘Love at Work’ $17,500; 
‘Angel,’ ‘G-Men’ Oke $13,500 
Brooklyn, Nov. 309. 

Town was flooded with 
the weekend, bringing biz to all 
downtown de luxers. Especially RKO 
Albee, where ‘Heidi’ and ‘Danger, 
Love at Work’ are on display, and 
Howard-Davis pic, ‘It’s Love I'm 
After,’ at Fabian’s Paramount. 
on the upgrade is the Fabian 
bill with ‘Angel’ and ‘Trapped by 
G-Men.’ 

Considerable live talent on down- 
town stages in last few days. There 
was a legit show at the Majestic; 


on stage of Fox, and Major Bowes 
All this brought additional biz to 
b.0.’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Heidi’ 
(20th) and ‘Danger, Love at Work’ 
(20th). Dualers attracting goodly 
crowd, especially younger set and 
will derive excellent $17,500. Last 
week ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and ‘Break- 
fast for Two’ (RKO) got nice $14.000 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Angel’ (Par) 





| and ‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col). Dual- 
fers expect good $13,500. Last week 
‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) and 


‘Criminals of the Air’ (Col) got fair 
$10,000, 


ee Sent Kiva into a powerful |okay $6,500 last week. Met (2.400; 25-35-55 )—‘Conquest’ 
third week with ‘Awful Truth,’| ieee a a (MG). Garbo-Boyer combo doing 
which looks now like it may run| MONTREAL HOLDS UP | well, $16,000 expected. Last week 


until Xmas. Has two weeks more to 
go to equal the all-time record run 
of ‘Deeds.’ which stayed five weeks 
‘Double Wedding’ is going after coin 
for the Stuart and the Orpheum’ 
stage bill is a doNar-sign wow. 
Estimates for This Week 
: Kiva (Westland) (440: 10-25-30) 
Awful Truth’ (Col). Going into the 
third week with the same power as 
the opening. Will get about $2,000 
same as last week. 


With Fine $8,500 


Montreal, Nov. 30. 

Pre-Christmas not vet beginning 
to steo grosses down in this town 
with window-shopping getting heavy 
pilav from now on oew's and 
Capitol will run neck and neck with 
‘Awful Truth’ photo-finishing on 
around $8,500. 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200: 10-15)—‘At- | r 
lantic Flight’ (Mono) and ‘God’s| Estimates for This Week 
C uintry and Man’ (Mono) split with! Palace (CT) (2,700; 30)—‘Stage 
Idol of Crowds’ (U) and ‘Love on! Door’ (RKO) (2d week). Should 


‘Truth'—‘Life Begins’ Leads Town | 


| ‘Double Wedding’ (MG) and ‘Dark 
|} Journey’ (UA) got mild $12,000. 


Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘It’s 
| Love I’m After (WB) and ‘Danger- 
: ously Yours’ (20th). Smash $21.000 

anticipated. Last week ‘Perfect 


Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Girl Said No’ 
(GN) got fine $18,500. 


Strand (2,000: 25-35-55) ‘Ad- 
venturous Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Ren- 
frew of Mounted’ (GN). Dualers will 


draw finé $7,000. Major Bowes unit 
played one day, Thanksgiving 
good biz. Last week ‘Behind Prison 
| Bars’ (Ind) and ‘Thunder Trail’ (Par) 
| received okay $6,000. 





(2,500; 15- | 


rain over } 


Also | 
Fox | 


unit for one day stand at the Strand. | 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—Dead | 
Should gross | 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) | 


Thanks to Thanksgiving and, lest 
someone 
| that 





releases 
the public figured were worth 
| seeing, the ticket registers 


forgets, numerous 


went into 


high on turkey day and have been 


| clicking steadily eve 


|} though Sunday’s rain cost the 
10% on that day, 
the week-end added up to nice total 


and was followed by a strong Mon- 


| offices a possible 


day (29). 
‘Nothing Sacred,’ at the Music 
Hall, and ‘Zola,’ on its pop run at 


the Strand, are the big ones. Former 
set a new high of $21,400 for 
Thanksgivin: at the Hall, 
the best Friday following 


sViiOw ilif, 


any 


that 


holi- 


day house has ever had, and with 


a powerful play over the week-end, 


| particularly Saturday, will end at a 


| 


| Strand has done this year. 


possible $110,000 on the week, ter- 
rific. ‘Zola’ opened powerfully, hit 
around $9,000 on Thanksgiving day 
alone, was very firm over the week- 
end, getting around $14,000 and on 
the first week at $45,000 is best 
This pic- 


ture, as well as ‘Sacred,’ ‘Firefly’ at 


| the Capitol, ‘Ebb Tide’ at the Para- 


| 


very | 
lis the 
' $30,000 or 


mount and Rivoli’s ‘Damsel in Dis- 
tress,’ all hold over. 

The Fred Astaire-Burns and Allen 
comedy at the Riv is good at $30,000 
or near, though not sensational. It 
started to take quite a drop Monday 
(29). Matching strides with ‘Damsel’ 
Cap’s ‘Firefly,’ which looks 
over on its first week 
Picture cut no particular ice on a 
recent $2 run at the Astor. 

‘Merry-Go-Round,’ brought into 


Thanksgiving a Boom Tee-off F " 
Bway; Nothing Sacred’ Very Nice 
At $110,000, ‘Zola’ 456, ‘Damsel’ 306 


since. Al- | 


box j 


ithe Bunny Berigan band 


brought | 
' (8) for one ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 


SUB? VAUDE 266, 


| 
| 


$5,500, after pleasing first session to! 


(20th) | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





} event 


basketball game on stage of Par: ams | 


TRUTH 186, 
PITT OK 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

Big Thanksgiving week-end will 
be enough to see first-run spots 
through the homestretch, but holi- 
day trade’s still considerably below 
same period last year. Biz at a 
couple of sites is terrific, but in just 
as many others merely fair, where in 
1936 it was thanksgiving literally 
everywhere. 

Toppers will be ‘Awful Truth’ at 
Alvin, where comedy’s flirting with 
house record now held by ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ and combo of Vincent Lopez 


|and ‘Submarine D-1’ at Stanley, all 


opening day attendance marks hav- 
ing been crashed on Friday (26), 
‘Nothing Sacred’ got away to great 
holiday start at Penn, but isn’t hold- 
ing up particularly well and h.o. is 
out. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col). Socko frorn 
the word go, and should have no 
trouble collecting $18,000, sensation- 
al. May even better that, in which 
it would set a new house rec- 
ord for straight pix. Second week’s 
a cinch. Last week ‘Charlie Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Gangway’ 
(GB) just fair at $5,500 in six days. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 

‘Danger-—-Love at Work’ (20th), 


Would-be film prototype of ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ gets no 
| takers. Not even Thanksgiving 
could perk this one and will be 
lucky to vet terrible $4,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Merry-Go-Round 


of 1938 (U), all right at $4,200 after 
opening stanza of $6,600. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3.300; 25-35- 
50)—Nothing Sacred’ (UA) Did 





around $4.600 on holiday opener, but | 


isn't holding up in the stretch, and 


| Go-Round 


the Roxy Thanksgiving morning, is 
fairly good and should show around 
$45,000 on the eight days. Criterion 
is a bit better shape currently with 
‘The Barrier,’ which may get house 
around $8,500, while Rialto § also 
naps out of it with ‘Thoroughbred 
Don’t Cry,’ at likely $7,500 after the 
prior week’s stumble to $5,800, poor- 
est since last summer 

week of ‘Ebb 


Second Tide’ and 
plus Fran- 
ces Langford, is a potent $43.000 for 
the Paramount, which this 
show another week on the strength 
of its vitality. The initial seven days 
was a big $51,500, best that’s been 
scored since Labor Day week. ‘Thrill 
of a Lifetime,” with the George Hall 
band, is being brought in Wednesday 
ie week, “True Confessijn’ 
and Russ Morgan to fi 
for Christmas. 


‘Hurricane’ picked up on its third 


retains 


low Dee. 15 


week over Thanksgiving, holiday 
helping it to $15,000. after a second 
week’s gross of $14.000. Globe looks 
possible $7,000, fairly good, with 


‘Non-Stop New York,’ British-made. 
‘Double Wedding,’ with Al Trahan 
in person, not doing so forte for the 
State this week, probably under $25,- 
000, but okay. Palace is in fair con- 
dition at $9,800 or thereabouts with 
double bill of ‘Ali Baba’ and ‘Lancer 
Spy, both second run 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

‘Hurricane’ (Goldwyn-UA) (4th 
week ). Gained momentum over 
Thanksgiving, on third week doing 
$15,000, as compared with $14,000 the 


prior (2d) week 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Firefly’ (MG). Nothing — startling 


after indifferently successful $2 run 
at the Astor earlier this fall but, at 
$30,000 or over fairly and 


good, 


holds. Last week, ‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ (MG) only $15,000, poor. 
Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55 )—‘River 
of Unrest’ (GB) and ‘Tex Rides with 
Boy Scouts’ (GN), both first run, 
dualed. Should wind up at around 


$5,000, okay here unde 
Same 


new policy. 


figure was struck last week 

with ‘Outer Gate’ (Mono) = and 
‘Wyoming Trail’ (Col) 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Bar- 

rier’ (Par). A little more activity 


around here this week, maybe $8,500, 
fair Last week, ‘Fight for Lady’ 
(RKO) under $8,000, disappointing. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55-65)—‘Non- 
Stop New York (GB). May get up 
to $7,000, fairly good. Last week, its 
second, ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) held firmly, 
getting nice $7,900. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th) and ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th), both 


Ist run, twinned. This pair looks 
like possible $9,800, good. Last 
week, ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) (2d 


run) and ‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) 
(Ist run) got $10,100, nice. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Ebb Tide’ (Par) and, in person, 
Bunny Berigan band and Frances 
Langford (2d week). Went preat 
Zuns on first week to snare smash 
$51,500, very strong on second at 
$43,000, and goes a third. ‘Thrill of 
Lifetime’ (Par) and George Hall's 
orchestra open Wednesday (8). 
Radio City Music Hall (6,980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) ‘Nothing Sacred’ 
(UA) and stage show. New Selznick 
comedy is a terrific hit here and has 
a good chance to get to $110,000 on 
its first week. Goes a secone Last 
week, ‘Stand-In’ (UA) slipped, fell 
and got considerably bruised, encing 
at only $71,060, very disappointin”. 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Thorou“h- 
breds Don’t Cry’ (MC). And neither 
does Arthur Mayer cry this week at 
$7,500 though he did last week with 


‘Danger Patrol’ (RKO) which got 
only $5,800, poor. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 


‘Damse! in Distress’ 
000 or close, no complaint thouch 
not sensational. Final four days on 
second week of ‘52nd Street’ (UA) 
only around $5,500, very bad 

Roxy (5,856; 35-55-75) Mervryv- 
(U) and stage show. Con- 


(RKO). At $30.- 


have t . ree wrth « 
(MG) finished fair at $16,000. © jdays at $45,000 is fairsy nice. No 
Stanley (WB) (2 600: 25-40-60 ) | holdover La ok owe ek Second H mcye 
‘Submarine D-1’ (FN) and Vincent | ™2°” (20th) on six days of its hold- 
Lopez band Another money combo ON oF $31,000 okay DS ea 
for the WB deluxer. Opened day | >and = (2,767; 25-55-75) Zola? 
ifter Thanksgiving (26) to smash ail | (WB) (Ist week). Around $45.000 
ittendance marks for first day here | for this one after its recent 32 run 
and on two days got around $13,000, | 4t the Hollywood, something to choor 
Should be a cinch to do that much | @bout, best for house this y Pics 
more for $26,000, Last week ‘Live, | ture grossed $239,000 in ‘3° 
Leve and Learn’ (MG) and Tedj|run at the ts : 
Lewis at $29.200 were within $600 | else agair Should be here | 
rf house rec rd for band shows week but ha to battle pre 4 
Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)— They lump seCO wer f ‘Tt f : 
Won't Forget’ (WB) and ‘Hold ‘Em, | I'm Afte (WB) close to $20,090, 
Navy’ (Par). Raves for ‘Forget’ may | after smash $36,090 initial seven 
luplicate for flicker experience of | State (3.450 8-55-75 1) tee 
‘Informer,’ which was also on a dual | Wedding’ (MG) ¢2d run) and '@ 
Should knock off pretty close | headed by Ai Trahan. U = 
» $7,000 and may possibly hold. Last | 000 ) i ) nt 
On Again—Off Again’ (RKO) I t 
1 ‘Bulldog Drummond Come W he 
| Back’ (Par) way off at $3,850. ' N.T.G. Revt $ 0 
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Good Pix Healthy 


for Frisce: 


‘Damsel,’ ‘Gangster, ‘Sub’ 206 Each 


——______. 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

Fine array of pictures with atten- 
dant holiday is responsible for the 
good showing at first runs this week, 
‘Submarine D-l,’ ‘Damsel in Distress’ 
and ‘Last Gangster,’ new entries at 
the Fox, Golden Gate and Para- 
mount, are all running neck-and- 
neck for top grosses. Each looks set 
to garner a healthy $20,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—'Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) (2nd 
week). House depends on overflow 
from smaller and classier 
Artists theatre down the street, also | 
playing the Ronald Colman starrer. 
Will hit a “ye $5,000 this week. Last} 
week did v. g. $8,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 
‘Submarine’ (WB) and 
Octopus’ (WB). Heavily 
Thanksgiving holiday a big help. 
Will chalk up a big $20,000 on the} 


‘Sh, the 


United | 


35-55-75 )— | 


exploited. 





— + 


‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th). Big 
$14,000. Last week ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) topped the house record 
cently set by another Columbia film, 
‘Lost Horizon.’ 


a second week. Film will no doubt 
get the usual four weeks at Fox first 
runs. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘There Goes the 
Groom’ (RKO), 9 days, $13,000. Last 
iweek ‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO) 
proved disappointing and with ‘Fight 
for Your Lady’ (RKO) was yanked 
after a poor $4,600 on four days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000: 25-40)- 
| ‘That Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Love Is on the Air’ (FN). Forte 
| $5,000. Last week ‘The Great Gar- 
lrick’ (WB) and ‘Counsel for Crime’ 
| (Col) were okay at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (900: 25-40)—‘Life of 
Emile Zola’ (WB) after a week each 
|at the Denver, Aladdin and Broad- 
|}way, and ‘The Game That Kills’ 
i(Col), Good $2,000. Last week 
|‘Back in Circulation’ (FN) after a 
week at the Paramount, and ‘Behind | 
the Mike’ (U) did fair at $1,500. 








week. Last week, ‘Second Honey- | 
moon’ (20th) and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) 
ended with $16,000. 

Geary (Lurie-Selwyn) (1,200; 50- 
75-$1-$1.50) — ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d | 
week. With better marquee strength | 
it would be a knockout at the box- | 


office. At that the third week will | 
garner a hefty $9,500. 
stint netted a neat $8,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- 
75)—‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Will collect about $20,000, 
less than previous Astaire releases 
have gotten here. Last week, “There 
Goes the Groom’ (RKO) and French 
review on stage did satisfying $17,800. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) 
—Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Life Be- 
gins with Love’ (Col) (6th week). 
Still making plenty for the house at 
$8,500. Day after Thanksgiving, gen- 
erally slow, was bigger than the Fri- 
day of two weeks previous. Last 
week did $8,700, also something to 
brag about. 


Preceding | 


Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-55- 
75)—‘Last Gangster’ (MGM) and 
‘Love on Toast’ (Par). Running 


about the same pace as the Fox and 
the Golden Gate. Natives still seem 
to be interested in gangster pictures, 
according to the take, $20.000. Last 
week, ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Rep) and ‘Looking for Trouble’ 
(20th) did a disappointing $13,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
*45 Fathers’ (20th) (2d week). House 
seems to have a steady clientele; will 
draw the average $6,000 with this 
pair which moved over to this house 
after a week at the Fox. Last week, 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘Expensive 
Husbands’ (WB) (2d week) did the 
usual $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 35- 
55-75 )—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) (2d 
week). Showing remarkable draught. 
‘Zenda’ will go it alone at the United 
Artists when the Embassy brings in 
a new picture Thursday (2). Second 
stint for ‘Zenda’ at the United Artists 
will reach a big $9,000. Last week, 
terrific $12,090. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 25-55-75) 
—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MGM} and 
‘Dinner at Ritz’ (20th) (2d week). 
Although biz done by this pair wasn’t 
outstanding last week, word of mouth 
publicity has been good and house is 
holding combo for a second frame. 
Headed for good take of $10,000. Last 
week did okay $15.000. 


‘2D HONEYMOON’ 146, 
FIREFLY’ ] 





rota er. Nov. 30. 

Several of the first runs are pack- 
int them in this week, with the 
Aladdin doing about as much busi- 
ness on 1,500 seats Sunday (28) as 
the Denver did on 2,500, even though 
the latter had two holdouts. ‘Awful 
Truth’ at Aladdin kept rolling all 
dav with a continuous holdout, and 
will go to the Broadway. ‘Second 
Honeymoon’ wes strong all week at 
the Denver. and moves to the Alad- 
din. ‘Firefly’ packed the Orpheum 
reneatediy, being held two extra 
days. On Thankseiving day the 
house was packed from the start to 
after 11:50, with the film being boost- 
ed by all who saw it. 

Snow Friday slowed down grosses 
only slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)—‘The 
Awful Truth’ (Col), after a week at 
the Denver. Smash, $6.000. Lest 
week ‘Ali Baba Goes to Town’ (20th) 
wes very good at $4.500. and wes 
moved to the Brordway. Had played 
th> Denver a week. 

Preadway (Fox) (1.500: 25-40)— 
*Ali Boba Goes to Town’ (20th) after 
a week eech at the Denver and 
Alnddin. Nice $3.500. Last week 
*‘L fe of Emile Zola’ (WRB) wes good 
enh at $3,000 to set a fourth week 
jn first runs at the Rielto. 

enews (Coelrill) (1.500: 95-35-40) 
> Tide’ (Per). Fine £8 000, Last 
ae Mlncenms On Proadway’ (Par) 
wert yar f: «= at en he 

Denver (Fox) (2,500: 25-35-50)— 





2DHONEYMOON, 
VAUDE SOCK 
226, D.C. 


Washington. Nov. 30. 
Thanksgiving holiday came through 
nicely, ‘only two local grid games be- 
ing played in the a.m., and with all 
straight pic spots opening in time to 
count it on this week’s grosses, it'll 
push ’em nicely above dull average | 
of past weeks. Palace was only house | 
daring midnight show Thanksgiving 
eve (24), opening ‘Firefly’ at 11:30 
p.m., and cleaned up with estimated | 
$600 on single premiere show alone. 
Nobody will reap any smash takes 
this week since the caliber of cellu- 
loid represents what the boys had 
been saving for holiday and is bound 
to split the takes. ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ with Dave Apollon Revue at 
Capitol, town’s biggest showshop, is | 








vaude. Bright reviews of pic, rep of | 
Dave Apollon’s revues here and | 
natural pull of biggest local house 
when tourists are around will hold 
the lead with oke $22,000. Last week 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians socked with 
beautiful $31,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (2d run). 
after so-so week at Palace and may 
see fair $4,500. Last week ‘Zenda’ 
(UA) (2d run) after two big weeks 
up the street got good $5.000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 
- Romance’ (Col) and vaude. No- 

name vaude leaves it all up to Grace 
| Moore and she won't better fair 
ie i. Last week ‘Love I'm After’ 

B) and six acts with Harriet 
Shel took oke $15,500 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO). Rave reviews 
plus build-up when legit version 
played here two weeks ago should 
get big $13,000. Last week ‘Dinner 
at Ritz’ (20th) brutal $3,500. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40 )—‘Alcatraz’ 
(WB). Heavy bally for pic in this 
spot and it’s the sort the house's 
trade goes for. Should pull big 
$7,500. Last week ‘Back in Circu- 
lation’ (WB) took satisfactory $4,300 
for six days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG). Build-up has been 
going on for months and counting | 
Thanksgiving eve midnight show and 
holiday opening it'll get nice $20,000. 
Last week ‘Conquest’ (MG) 
weck) good $9,500. 


PROV. COMPETISH HOT; 
N.T.G. STRONG $10,000 


Providence, Nov. 30. 
Exhibs are firing their heavy bar- 
rage this week. Best entertainment 
bills in ages, but the bombardment 
is having effect in few places. Nils 
T. Granlund,egative son, is eclipsing 
all else this stanza with his revue at 
the Empire, breaking all house 
|records and cutting in plenty in the 

take of opposish houses. 
All stancs benefited by 
shows and holiday but, 




















midnight | 
with the 





re- | 


‘Truth’ did a grand | 
$19,500 and went to the Aladdin for | 


| level 


out in freat, however, and bids to | 


stay there 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 35-66)— | 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 


Back | 


35-66 )— ‘T'll | 


(2d | 


| exception of the Empire, slid in 
|second day, recovering over the 
| weekend when ideal film weather 
' boosted biz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
aa, L-af (RKO) and ‘High Fly- 
KO). Holding pace; take 

} A - close to $10,000, which is 
plenty nice for this spot. Last week 

‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep) and ‘Fit for 
| King’ (RKO) poor $3,900. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Love 
Takes Flight’ (GN). Second week 
showing, moved in from Loew’s, 
tough opposish doesn’t augur well 
for outcome; not likely over $3,600. 
Last week ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and 
‘Westland Case’ (U); third 
wound up with $2,900; good con- 
sidering everything. 

Empire (Spitz) (1,600; 25-30-40)— 
‘All Over Town’ (Rep) and N. T. G. 
stage unit. Terrific business at scale; 
10use records toppling; four-a-day is 
the rule and almost capacity at every 
performance, should have no diffi- | 
culty in garnering $10,000, Last week | 
‘Outer Gate’ (Rep) 
was mild pickings at $4,300. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th) and vaude. Picture okay, but 
vaude is repeater in four months; 
house will be fortunate to take in 
$6,000; off. Last week ‘Dinner at 
Ritz’ (20th) and vaude. was tepid, 
too, at ditto figure. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG). Mildly received by 


| press and natives alike; biz moving 


along okay, but nothing like it really 
should be; perhaps $12,000. Last week | 
‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Love 
Takes Flight’ (GN) finished so-so 
with $10,300 in the till. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Ex- 
pensive Husbands’ (WB). Fairly 
good fodder for the natives under 
ordinary circumstances, but this 
week it’s just abcut keeping pace 
with abnormal trend; $7,000 is so-so. 
Last week ‘Second Honeymoon’ 
(20th) and ‘Borrowing Trouble’ 
(20th), better than expected at $7,300. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) ‘Bride for Henry’ 
(Rep); this is a case, too, where 
competition is a bit too strong; with 
the help of midnight show and holi- 
day, week is expected to finish 
around $7,300, fair. Last week ‘Hap- 
pened in Hollywood’ (C \ and ‘Hold 
"Em Navy’ (Par) was so-so at $6,100. 





week | 


and ae ee 





Philly Grid Mobs No Pix Help; 
Fathers, Flesh 21G, ‘Sacred’ 176 


A 
7 





cop big $16,000 on eight-day jaunt, 


and will probably move over to 
Brown for continuing stanza. Last 
week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and 


‘Girl With Ideas’ (U), not so forte 
at $6,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-30- 
40)—‘Barrier’ (Par) dualled with 
‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par). Point- 
ing to just fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par) and 
|< ‘Westland Case’ (U), faltered some- 
we to wi vind Up with | SO-sO 0 %, 900. 


LITTLE BLANE, 
$10,500, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Nov. 30. 
Moderate improvement in down- 
town theatre grosses is noted since 
Thanksgiving Day ended a very bad 


period of depression. Little Jack 


‘Torchy Blane, Ad- 
venturous Blonde’ as the flicker half 
of the bill is out in front for top 
honors in the first run sector. Loew's 
with ‘Nothing Sacred,’ and the In- 
diana, with ‘Damsel in Distress,’ are 
bracketed with identical grosses in 
the runner-up position, while ‘Ebb 
Tide,’ at the Circle, trails not far 
behind. 
All the houses except the Lyric 
opened with new programs Thurs- 
day (25) instead of the usual change 
day, Friday, to take ~dvantage of the 
holiday. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40) 
—‘Fit For A King’ (RKO) and ‘Talk 
of Devil’ (RKO). Joe E. Brown 
plugged, but gross is mild at $2,750. 
Last week the holdover session of 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and ‘45 
Fathers’ (20th) did weak $2,100 in 
six days. 





L’ville Punchy: ‘Damsei’ 
Leading with $16,000, 
Firefly’ Forte $14,000 


Louisville, Nov. 30. 

Grosses are riding along at a high 
currently, with Thanksgiving 
Day biz, plus Saturday and Sunday, 
boosting all pics. On top of that, 
| takings will be reckoned on the basis 
of an eight-day showing, and every- 
thing considered, all houses will 
wind up well in the black. 

‘Firefly’ at Loew’s State beat the 
others to the jump, with a midnight 
preview Wednesday (24). House 
was cleared prior to the late screen- 
ing, but payees were pretty scarce. 
Top money will be copped by the 
Rialto, with ‘Damsel in Distress’ and 
‘Borrowing Trouble.’ Faith Bacon 
| and her revue at the National will 
| help to keep that house in the run- 
ning, with biz well on the okay side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave. -Loew’s) 
(1,500; 15-30-40) —- ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (20th), dual. Seconda down- 
| town week looks okay at $2,100. Last 
| week ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Bad 
Guy’ (MG) (2nd week) fine $2,700. 
| Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
|‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘That 
|Certain Woman’ (WB), split with 
|‘Emile Zola’ (WB) and ‘Blonde 
| Trouble’ (WB). Should ring the bel 
with fine $2,700. Last week ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ 
(20th), touched around average 


$2,300. 

Loew’s State (3.000: 15-30-40)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (Col). Both ends of this 
double header plenty oke. Ejight- 
day week will come up to expecta- 
tions at $14.000, big. Last week ‘Con- 











quest’ (MG) ~~ disappoinied with 
meager $5,200. 

Mary And‘rson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—’Submarine D-l’ (WB). 


| Navy pic plenty all righi; should hit 
| $4.000 and maybe more. Last week 
‘Love I'm After’ (WB), little below 
average at $3,100. 
| Natienzl (Indie) (2,400; 15-25-49)— 
‘Over the Goal’ (WB) and Faith 
|Bacon’s Revue on stage. Resulis 
| nothing to rave about at $3,000. Last 
week ‘Forbidden’ (Underwood). sex 
oie in it's “yy week wound up 


with okay $2,50 
| Ohio ‘Set or * (900: 15)——‘Rumba’ 
| (Par) and ‘Girl on Front Page’ (U), 
dual, split with ‘Chan at Opera’ 

(20‘h) and ‘Captain: Blood’ 
| dual. 
hows Girls’ (U) and ‘Boulder Da‘n’ 
WB). duel. split with ‘Car 99’ (Par) 
i end ‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par), dual, 
okay $1,500. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Ave.) (3000: 15-30- 
40)—*De™mse] in Distress’ 
‘Borrow Trouble’ (2%th). Fred | 
Asiaire and Burns & Allen nacking 
| plenty of b.o. punch. Should easily 


ine 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 25-40) 
—Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘There Goes 
Groom’ (RKO). Pretty good at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Blossoms on 
Broadway’ (Par) and ‘Over Goal’ 
(WB) did $3,200, poor. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-40) 
—Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) and 
‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th). Astaire 


alone is not up to Astaire-Rogers 
grosses, although take of $7.300 is 
good. Last week, ‘Merry Go Round’ 


(U) and ‘Girl With Ideas’ 
brutal at $2.300 in six days. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1.300: 15-25)— 
‘Phantom of Santa Fe’ (Burroughs) 
and ‘Follies Internationale’ on stage. 
Mild at $2.800. Last week, ‘Thanks 
for Listening’ (Conn) and Lasky’s 
— Revue’ on stage did $2,300. 

ad. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) and ‘Murder 
in Diamond Row’ (UA). Former pic 
given heavy ad campaign and will 
draw $7.300. very good. Last week 


(U) was 


(2,400: 25-40)— 


‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Between 
Two Women’ (MG) was swell at 
$9.500. 

Lyrie (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40)— 


‘Torchy Blane. Adventurous Blonde’ 
(WB) and Little Jack Little band on 
stage. Latter is magnet here and 
take will be best in many weeks at 
$10,500. dandy. Last week, 
I'm After’ (WB) and 
barely average at $7,756 50. 


vaude was 


Seder Pix. 





Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 30. 
Lexington is the latest North Caro- 
lina city to join the Sunday film 
parade. Shows were run at the Caro- 
|lina for the first time last Sunday, 
a fairly large crowd attending. Shows 
run beginning at two o'clock. 
There is no city ordinance permit- 
ting Sunday pix, but there is none 
forbidding them, just so they stay 
within the hours allotted to other 
places of business open on Sunday. 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 30. 
The first New Jersey town to have 
Sunday pictures approved by its 
residents is Belvidere, ear Easton. 
Voters elected Sunday pix and the 
lone house in the town will be kept 
open on the Sabbath. 





(WB), ; 
Poor $1.200. Last wcek ‘Three | 


(RKO) and | 


Voters in other nearby 


; atres open on Sundays, 
| 


| Philadciphia, 
Sunday films have been nixed in 

Freeland, near Wilkes-Bavre, by 
| Burgess Thomas E. Lewis. He issued | 


Nov. 30. 


orders to police to ¢lose pe house} 

Starting this Sunday. He sa‘d nu- 
|merous complaints have heen re-! 
;ce.ved from church organ:zut:ons, 


Little and his orch on the stage at | 
| the Lyric with 


Jersey | 
| towns defeated efforts to have the- | ‘ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 
Mobs here for the Penn-Cornell 
and Army-Navy games last week- 
end were out for all the entertain- 
ment they could get—but they ap- 
parently preferred it liquid. For, 
while niteries had biggest grosses in 





history, pic b. 0.’s took it on the 
|chin. That, plus fog and rain Satur- 
| day (27) and Sunday (28), which 
| kept regular trade at home, left the 
outlook dismal. 

Only thing that’s showing any go 
at all is ‘Nothing Sacred,’ at $17,- 
000. Earle, with its flesh, continues 


}at normally good pace. Real dis- 
appointer is ‘Damsel in Distress.’ 
Looked for as a certain h. o., it’s not 
even providing a healthy initial 
week. Goes out tomorrow. One lo- 
cal crick cracked, ‘Astaire without 
Ginger is Astaire without—ginger.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)— 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA). Strongest 
thing in town; moving along nicely, 


looking a cinch to get $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) 
gave house one of worst sessions, 
with $6,400. 

Arcadia (Segall-Sablosky) (600; 
35-40-50 )-—‘Conquest’ (MG). Garbo 


providing a needle for this long-suf- 
fering indie; should get about $2,000 
for the week. Last week, ‘Make a 
Wish’ (RKO) not so kind, with just 
about $1,000 for five days. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65 )—‘Love 
I’m After’ (WB). Not up to par for 
pleasant times at $14,000. ‘Live, Love 
and Learn’ (MG) last stanza punk- 
aroo with $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55)—‘45 
Fathers’ (20th). James Melton and 
Harriet Hoctor on the boards; doing 
fair $21,000. Last week, strong pic, 
‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO) helped 
Jane Froman and Borrah Minevitch 
on stage to $21,600, not bad. 

Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65 )—‘Sub- 
marine D-1’ (WB). Some debate be- 
fore this action flag-waver was shot 
into sophisticated Fox, but seems to 
have been an okay choice; okay at 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th) fulfilled expectations 
with $13,200, n. s. g. 

Karlton (WB) (1,100; 40-50 )—‘Live, 
Love, Learn’ (MG) (2d run). Pleas- 
ant with $4,800 after a rocky first- 
run at the Boyd. ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) was 
a surpriser last week with $3,400, 
which, although measly, was better 
than the buttons expected. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Fire- 
fly’ (MG) (2d run). Another one 
better at second run prices than first- 
run glory; swell at $5,500. Last week, 
‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (2d run) was still 
the weakie it started out; $3,400. 

Locust (Reisman-Hodes) (1,600; 
57-86-$1.14-$1.71 )—‘Hurricane’ (Gold- 
wyn-UA). This two-a-dayer started 
to weaken last week, its second ses- 
sion, but grabbed a nice $10,000. With 
Jon Hall doing a p. a. today ‘(Tues- 
day), house fivgers to pick up again 
and should get another $10,000 this 


week, . 
Stanley (WB) (3,000; 40-55-45)— 
‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO). Astaire’s 
in distress here, with first of his ve- 
hicles to fail to make the grade for 
a second session. Heart-rending at 
$14,000, below par for this house. 
Last week ‘Firefly’ (M-G) was no 





‘It's Love | Pot o’ gold either at $11,000 for its 


second turn. 

Stanton (WB) (1,700: 30-40-50)— 
|‘West of Shanghai’ (WB). Took a 
| terri fic pasting from the crix, but 
| Karloff a draw withal; okay with 
$5,000, surprise. Last week, ‘Bar- 
rier’ (Par), also shellacked. but less 
severely, and likewise got $5,000. 





B’HAM BOFFS BANKO 


Gives Exhibs Until Dec. 4 te Clear 
Their Decks 








Birmingham, Nov. 30. 

Bank night will be banned here 
after Dec. 4, Police Chief Riley said 
following an opinion from Acting 
|City Atty. J. H. Willis that they were 
|in violation of both the siaie and 
| city anti-lottery laws. Willis pointed 
; out that in a recent ruling the state 
|Supreme court had held banko illegal 
|and declared that in his opinion 
| present operation of ba:kniie in Bir- 
mingham is equally illegal. 

‘We want to be fair with the pub- 





jlic and theatregoers here, Chief 
Riley said, ‘and are giving them un- 
| til Dec. 4 in order that any ticket 


sales that have been previously made 
, will not be affected. However, I 
| have instructed my officers to inform 
| the theaire managers that arrests 
| Will be made in cases where ‘bank 
| nights’ are held after Dec. 4. “We are 
|hoping for co-operation of theatre 
} Managers and the public in this mat- 

ter wuich, in the opinion of the city 


attorney, is clearly a violstion cf 


j the law.’ 
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Distribs Meet 
To Map Appeal — 
Qn Dallas Sut 


Because of the dangerous prece- 


dents which the restraint of trade | 


decree against the Interstate Circuit | 
in Texas and distributors may set, 
all the defendants are girding for 
what may become one of the out- 
standing legal battle of recent years. 

Having retained former Federal 
Judge Thomas D. Thacher as chief 
of counsel, a conference was held 
Monday (29) in Thatcher’s New 
York office to discuss preparation 
of the appeal from the Dallas deci- 
sion of several months back. Major 
company attorneys regard the case 
as being of prime importance in 
view of the precedents it establishes 
but are optimistic regarding the final 
outcome. Defendants have until Dec. 
13 to file the appeal. 

Judge Thacher, about eight years 
ago when on the Federal bench, de- 
cided the restraint of trade case 
against major companies which held 
that the standard exhibition contract 
in force with all at that time was 
in violation of the law. Individual 
contracts followed. He is one of the 
few outsiders who, through that case, | 
became familiarized with picture 
business and distributor contracts. 

Dallas decision held that Interstate 
and the major distribs were in re- 
straint of trade in fixing minimum 
admissions at which films would 
play subsequent runs. 


WARNER NET EARNINGS 
FOR YEAR, $5,876,182 


Warner Bros. 
in excess of 


will show 
$1,500,000, 


earnings 
after all 


charges, other than surtax on un- 
distributed profits, for the current 


quarter ended Saturday (27). For 
the year, ended Aug. 28, the com- 
pany reports net earnings, after all 
charges including $310,000 surtax 
on undistributed profits, at $5,876,- 
182, compared with $3,177,312.73, in 


1936 (not subject to undistributed 
profits surtax). 
After providing for preferred 


stock dividends, these earnings are 
equivalent to $1.48 per share on 
the company’s common stock, after 
deducting shares held in the treas- 
ury. 

The 1936 earnings were equivalent 
to 75c per share on the common, 

There have been no dividends paid 
on the preferred stock since March 
2, 1932. 

Additional to the operating profit 
there has been a_ net 
deficit account of $404,920 and 
@apital surplus has been increased 
by $269,812. 

The capital surplus of the com- 
pany, according to the firm’s bal- 
ance sheet, is $57,044,330. Its deficit 
as of Aug. 28 is $4,188,044.47. Cash, 
$4,058,252.55. 

Total assets, 
which amount, 
“good will.’ 

Funded and other long term debts 
of the company amount to $73,392.- 
21, of which amount there are in-) 


$177,544.606.38. of 
$8,299, 502.97 is 


tCluded $29,412,985, optional 6% 
convertible debentures, due 1939; 
also $39,407,522 in other bond is- 


sues and mortgages maturing after | 
Qne year (less $1,490,053 bonds held | 
tm the treasury). 


Capra-Columbia Make Up, 





Director Starts Pronto 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


credit to| 





PIC RELEASE NEXT WK. 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
Publie distribution of the latest 
and most lavish government propa- 
ganda film, ‘The River,’ starts next 





week, following an official premiere | 


before federal executives here at 
the Rialto Tuesday (7). Flicker is 
the work of the Farm Security Ad- 
ministration (successor to Resettle- 
ment Administration) and is drama- 
tization of life and economic prob- 
lems in the Mississippi Valley. 
Directed by Pare Lorenz. who 
bossed Resettlement’s other widely- 
praised celluloid venture, ‘Plow That 
Broke the Plains,’ the pic had pre- 
release unveilings at five cities in 
the river basin, New Orleans, Mem- 


phis, St. Louis, Des Moines and Min- | 


neapolis Following the local pre- | 
miere, special showings will occur 
at Los Angeles, Chicago and Bos | 
ton 


Descriptive musical score by Vir- 
gil Thomson, concert pianist; camera 
by Floyd Crosby, who did the grind- 
ing for ‘Tabu,’ and Stacey Wood- 
ward, Motion Picture Academy 
medalist. 


CONDOR PICTS 
INTO BK PTCY 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Involuntary petition § in 
ruptey, listing liabilities said to ex- 


ceed $100,000, is on file in L. A. 
superior court against Condor Pic- 
tures. Petitioners are Ben Pivar, 
producer, Frank Gay, writer and 
unit manager, and Albert Wetzel, 
who are represented by Attorney 
Paul Ziegler. Trio claims in excess 


of $500 due and unpaid. 
Clinton Miller was appointed re- 


ceiver by the court and took pos- 
session of Condor’s assets, mean- 
while starting an investigation on 
which he will base a report. 


Obligations are described as in- 


| cluding debts due to executives and 


other 


ing 


employees, to sound record- 
company and laboratory, and 
for wardrobe and property expenses. 

Day before the bankruptcy peti- 
tion was filed, execs of Hollywood 
Films, in New York, on recom- 
mendation of Lester Cowan, its 
representative here, decided it will 
tie up no further funds in an en- 
terprise to succeed Condor and to 
take over its commitments. 


Studio Comics To 


Romp in Par’s ‘Grove’ 
Hollywood, Nov, 30. 

Paramount will make a feature 
titled ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ with the 
Ambassador hotel’s night spot here 
as the main locale. 

Film is tentatively skeded to roll 
Jan. 10 with a cast that so far in- 
cludes the Yacht Club Boys, Shirley 
Ross, Bob Hop&® Ben Blue, Rufe 





Davis, Nell Kelly, Judy Canova and |! 


Benny Baker. 


Brit. Roundup 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
T. Hays Hunter, London agent, 
leaves for the east after several 
weeks on the Coast rounding up tal- 
ent for British productions. 


Hunter’s 


Hunter has deals pending with 
several pic stars who want to do two 
| picts abroad within a six month 
period. 


} 


With the dove of peace lighting on 


a Frank Capra and Harry Cohn, 
ormer is expected back on the Co- 
umbia lot next week to stick an- 
ther year. Pourparlers were car- 
Wed on by the duo six weeks 
through intermediaries. 

Ace director oked his return when 
G@ohn agreed to stipulate that he 
wes Col only two pictures instead 
of three and also to let Capra make | 
them within a year with pienty story 
material to choose from. 

Capra, in return, called off his 
gait against the corporation. 


ESTABROOK’S INITIALER 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 
Paramount has handed Howard 
encouk ‘Everybody’s Girl’ as his 
Mist producing assignment 
icture 
Dec. 15, 


is skeded to start around 


PARAMOUNT REPLIES 


‘Ebb Tide’ Title Used by 
Fifteen Years Ago 


Company 


Produc- 
West 42d 
street theatre, to stop Paramount Pic- 


Suit brought by Artmart 


tions Corp., operators of a 


bank- | 





—— 


IMMEDIATE 
COPYRIGHT 


DIVIDEND ACTION BY 
LOEW DUE TODAY (1) 


Dividend 


_ , 


action on the common 


stock probably will be taken at the 
meeting of Loew’s, Inc lirectors 
today (Wednesday) Regular and 
possibly special divvy is expected to 
be acted. Only thing that will hold 
up action will be lacl of quorum. 
Directors failed to act on the com- 
mon when preferred divvy va 
voted a short time ago 

Although Loew’s ha aid $6 al- 
ready this year on t ymmon 
shares, profits for the past fiscal year 
ending in August and current earn- 
ing rate justify further extras. Last 
earnings statement covering 40 
weeks showed net profit of $11,714,- 
|722 and $7.07 on the common, indi- 


cating around $9 for the full year 


Only a desire to build up reserve 
is expected to hold back something 
better than the quarterly 50c. regu- 
lar payment, according to latest Wall 
Street belief. This regular divvy is 
|payable Dec. 31, which means that 


| 


dividend voting must be done at the 
scheduled session this week or 
within the next two weeks. Even if 
the total final distribution for 1937 
on the common is only $1.50, Loew’s 


' will have paid $7.50 or top money on 








| 








| 


| 


any picture common issue. 

Col.’s $147,311 Net 
Columbia Pictures net profit for 
first quarter in company’s fiscal year 
amounted to $147,311 after all 
charges as against $129,258 for cor- 
responding period last year. This is 
equal to 27c per common 
certificates for same as compared 
with 22c in the first quarter of 1936. 
Gross income for the first three 
months ending on Sept. 25 was $4,- 
510,345. Report revealed that Co- 
lumbia paid $5.,565 on its $2.75 pre- 


ferred stock at $87,367 on the com- | 


mon. Company showed 349,368 
shares outstanding of 1,000,000 shares 
common authorized. 
Columbia Pix earned surplus at 
Sept. 25 this year totaled $4,429,008. 
Pathe’s Dividend 


Pathe Film maintained its unbroken | 


dividend record on the new $7 con- 
vertible preferred last week when 
the directors declared another quar- 
terly payment of $1.75 per share. It 
is payable Jan. 3, 1938, to stockhold- 
ers on record Dec. 23. 

While suggestions have been made 
on changing the preferred to smaller 
dividend-paying shares, it is un- 
derstood company officials hesitate 
to disturb the present stock setup, 
particularly in view of the extreme- 
ly small number of shares outstand- 
ing. This means 


get early dividends as 


build up. 


earnings 


Conditions of Peoniale 


By Zukor Fixed in C’t 


Conditions of payment by Adolph 
and Eugene Zukor to Paramount 
Pictures of their assessment. of 


| $450,000 as former officers and direc- 


; 31, 1946, 


| same 


tures Corp., and the Publix Theatres | 


from using the title ‘Ebb Tide’ 
run- 


Corp 
on Paramount's hit currently 
ning on 
Monday (29) in supreme court 
Paramount answered the action by 


tating that the title had been used 
»V he fo r Paramount-Publix 
Corp. 15 years ago in a lent pic- 
ture 


FULLER'S ‘FIGHTING IRISH’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Sam Fuller has been assigned to 
screenplay his own original yarn, 


‘Fighting Irish.” at 
Armand Schaefet 


Republic. 
will produce, 


Broadway, wa. discontinued 


tors of the defunct Paramount-Pub- | 


lix Corp., were revised Friday (26) 
by N. Y. Federal Judge Alfred C. 
Cox. Under the new order Zukor. 
Sr. is directed to pay $45,000 in cash 
immediately. Both he and his son, 
Eugene, are to pay off nine notes for 


$22,500 each over a period beginning | 
1938 and ending Dec. | 


December 31, 
Eugene Zukor is also obli- 
gated to make good on nine notes for 
amoun. over the same period. 

The total amount which the court 
has placed as repayments to Par by 
all the officers the 
forme! 


director ; of 
is $2,150,000. 


and 
corporation 


Feb. Start for ‘Ensenada’ 


Holly wood Nov sO) 


Arthur Hornblow, Jr., expects to 
get Paramount's musical, “Ensenada 
before the cameras early in Febru- 
ary with Ray Milland and Dorothy 
Lamour heading the casi 

Postponement of ‘Men with W 
releases Milland for the role origin- 
ally intended for Don Ameche on a 
loanout deal from 20th-Fox Deal 
still goes with Ameche to be spotted 
in another film yet undes:gnated. 


» 
~ 
A “~~ 


share and | 


a comparatively | 
{minor outlay for payments annually 
and puts the common in a position to | 


CONVEN 


+ 


Washington 
Protection for 


Nov. 30. 
American motion 


pictures and both film and radio 
scripts and tunes, as well as for 
books, plays, and _ other literary 


creations, requires immediate Amer- 
can ratification of the International 
Copyright Convention, the Senate 





Foreign Relations Committee de- 
clared last week in urging no fur 
ther delay in approving the Rome 
Treaty of 1928. 

In an attack upon opponents of 


revision of the domestic copyright 
laws, the committee said that ‘enor- 
mous expansion of the economic 
and cultural value of literary and 


artistic works’ since the turn of the 


century necessitates action to in- 
sure U. S. creators of protection 
against pirating of their brain- 
children abroad. Only reservation 


suggested was one-year delay in the 
time that American adherence be- 
comes effective, solons remarking 
that ‘generous time’ must be allowed 
for appropriate adjustment to terms 
of the pact. 
Terming the world agreement 
the best instrument for protection 
of our authors, Senator F. Ryan 
Duffy, author of the report, said 
‘Great new industries, such as 
those of radio broadcasting and the 
production of motion pictures are 
based upon the use of copyrightable 


materials. American motion pic- 


| musical composers of the U. S. have 
acquired great popularity through- 
out the world; they find their songs 
and melodies in universal demand. 
| American short-wave broadcasts en- 
circle the earth and are in danger of 
infringement throughout vast areas. 
American literary authors have an 


increased appeal for the reading 
public and their works circulate, 
either in the original or in trans- 


lation, in all countries. 
Spread U. S. Culture 

‘It is desirable from the point of 
view of the U. S. that these ex- 
pressions of its culture should com 
tribute to the culture of other coun- 
tries, and that the economic benefit 
of the widest possible distribution 
should be enjoyed by its authors 
and musicians, its playwrights, 
| broadcasters, and motion picture 
| producers under the assurance of 


Con. of Sanhie Wants 
$1,000,006 Added Stock 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

| Registration of an _ additional 
; $1,000,000 worth 
sought Friday (26) from the Securi- 









JN URGED ON U. S. 


Senate Foreign Relations Committee Wants No Fur- 
ther Delay in Approving Rome Treaty of 1928— 
Fears Screen, Play, Song and/or Radio Pirating 


tures are exhibited everywhere. The | 


| copyright which the convention af- | 


pe RIETY 





F INT 





fords It is 


opportunities 


likewise ce 
to circulate 
reciprocally 


‘sirable that 
their works 
here under protective 
hould be accorded by the 
United States to the people of 


countries 


treatment 


othe: 


Inadequacy of present protective 
irrangements was cited with dec- 
iration that there has been consid- 

erable pirating both here and over- 
sea American authors find it diffi- 
cult to find out what safeguards 
they are entitled to under the bi 
lateral treaties now in force, while 
neither the individual pacts nor the 


Pan-American co? 
with few 


vention contain, 


exceptions, ‘affirmative 


guaranties.” Remedial action would 
be much more certain, the report 
ay under the Rome accord 


Automatic Copyright 


Automatic copyright—one of the 
nost controversial phases of the 
matter—was endorsed by the Sen- 
ate group. Duffy said it is of pare 


icular importance ts U. S. creators 
o get protection without the incon- 
venience, de'ay, and 

with intricate 
nations. 
Copyright 


t 
t 
expense of 
complying formalities 
in many 


‘The 


Convention spe- 
cifically provides for authors’ secur- 
ity in the matter of radio broad- 
casting and it otherwise has kept 
abreast of the times as new dis- 


coveries, inventions, and methods 
have magnified the importance to 
authors of the maintenance of copy- 
right,’ Duffy observed. 

Declaring the matter, which has 
been hanging fire since April, 1935, 
when the Senate ratified and then 
reconsidered its action on the pact, 
must be finally disposed of without 
delay, the report of the subcommit- 
tee which held hearings on the pact 
last spring complained that foes of 
changes in the U. S. law have pre- 
vented action on the treaty. After 
examining prolonged testimony be- 
fore the House Patents Committee, 
where opponents, under the leader- 
ship of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
talked the Duffy bill to death, the 
subcommittees cannot find a single 
substantial argument against adher- 
ence to the Rome pact, the report 
stated. Oncé there is positive ac- 
tion on the treaty, favorable action 
on the bill ‘will follow as of course,” 
the group observed. 


Q0TH’S DIVVY MAKES IT 


of new stock was! 


ties & Exchange Commission by Con- | 


solidated Amusement Co. of Hawaii. 
Wants to have its paper listed on the 
Honolulu exchange 
Document covered 150,000 

of no-par common already 
standing as well as prospective is- 
sue of 50,000 shares of $20 preferred 
stock. New offering will be cumula- 
| tive with 6% dividend. 


shares 


De Miile’s Pic Junket 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Before general release of ‘The 
Buccaneer’ Jan. 28, Cecil B. DeMille 
plans to take the picture on a 
view tour of several key cities, in- 
| cluding New York. 

Film will then be brought back to 
| studio for additional work. 





Three on a Yarn 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 


Script of ‘Graustark,’ Samuel Gold- 
wyn production, is being completed 
by Victor Heerman and Sarah Y. 
Mason due to the recent injury of 
' Donald Og Stewart, 

Cecelia Ager, who was working 
vith Stewart on the writing job, con- 
tinues with the new duo. 

RING IT UP 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 
Mono im rolls ‘Sale lady’ Dec, 6 
h A 


iul Greville Collins jirect- 
¥ and Ken Goldsmith producing, 
)} Marion Orth screenplayed, 


out- | 


$2.50 ON THE COMMON 


A year-end dividend declaratian 
of $1 on the common stock by 20th 
Century-Fox last week 
surprise to the trade. This brings 
the amount paid or declared on the 
common shares this year to $2.50 
$2 paid in 1936. Earnings 
currently easily justify this payment 
since the company showed $2.19 per 
share for the first three 


came as a 


against 


quarters 


| after all preferred divvys had been 


provided for. 


Usual 3744c. on the preferred 


| also was declared, both this payment 


pre-| 


and the one on the common being 
payable on Dec. 15 to stock on rec- 
ord Dec. 3. Company has until 
about the middle of next month to 
decide if it will make further dis- 
tribution on the common this year. 


That may all depenu on whether 
Congress shows an inclination to- 
wards repealing the surtax on un- 


distributed profits and making it re- 
troactive for 1937, In that case, 
20th-Fox directors might decide not 
fo disturb any remaining profits in 
order to build a reserve. 


Denises Recover Films 


Rochester, Nov. 30 

M and M Armand Deni ba 
om African jungle filming trip. left 
ynpleted films in car while mak s 
i i Car wa folen, but reco, ed 
ry poli t » hours late. th llue 


it Fastman plant to 
‘quipment prepaltas 


rip, 
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Expect New South 


Quota Act; 


Wales to Ease 


— + 


Sydney, Nov. 9. 
With elections in New South Wales 
completed it is expected that the 
government will soon act to amend 


the Quota Act to fully explain the 


word ‘acquire’ and straighten out 
difficulties with the Motion Picture 
Distributors’ Association 

After a recent heated confab be- 


tween Sir Victor Wilson, M. P. D. A. 
head of As- 
National 


Premier 


exec: Sir Hugh Denison, 


Newspapers and 


Ltd., 
Stevens, it was learned that the gov- 


cociated 


Productions, and 





ernment was to clarify points after 
elections and had been informed that 
Americans could and would not pro- 
N. S. W. 
economically impossible 
do but that they 
local production with 
Hollywood techniques, 
It was 


duce films for 


Stated it is 
for them to 
would assist 
technicians, 


quota in 


so, 


ete., and help in distribution. 

also stated that in the latter, expert 
handling would be offered to help 
local mades. Clarification of - ‘ac- 


quire’ is presumed to resolve to fore- | 
going suggested alternatives of aid in | 
local production, failing acquisition | 
of sufficient number for distribution. 

Though exact trouble between the 
premier and Wilson was not dis- 
closed, it is alleged that the former | 
told off Wilson on Hollywood's fail- | 
ure to live up to present quota ob- 
ligations, pending revisions, etc. Pre- | 
mier added that laxity would be 
watched in future when new ideas go 
through. Members of M. P. D. A. 
who do nothing to aid local industry 
will be brought to task, was the sum- 


mation of gab concerning alleged | 

° | 
stalling by M. P. D. A. However, 
latter group is believed sincere in 


its effort to help locals, providing | 


arrangements are fair. 


SINO-JAP WAR EASES 
SHANGHAI CENSORSHIP 


| 


Shanghai, Nov. 10 
Usual Chinese government censor- 


ship is a vague proposition since the 
Japanese took control here. China’s 
censorship board, trans‘erred here | 


from Nanking because transportation | 
between this city and capita] became 
uncertain, was functioning until Jap | 
forces took charge. | 
is that 


Now the only censorship 
done by individual nations inside 
the International Settlement, with 


France, United States, England and 
Germany having boards. This is ex- 
tremely lenient. 





Three Italian Musicals 
Set; Metro Aide on One 


Rome, Nov. 22. 
Several italian musical films are 
being set. ‘Canto Alta Vita’ CI Sing 


to Life’) will feature Tito Schipa' 
singing his own songs as well as 
those of Liszt, Schubert, etc. Do- 
menico Savino, director of Metro's 
music department, hes come from 
U.S. to do the musical comment. It 


will be directed by Guido Grignone. 
Film is produced at the Appia Safa 
giudios. 

At same time another Italian 
sincer, Beniamino Gigli, who is more 
appreciated by German film fans 
than Italian, is making another mu- 
sical here, but only in Germen. It 
is ‘Mutterlied’ (Mother's Song’) 





bcing produced by lItala Film at 
Cinccitia studics. 

It is reported that a third Italian 
{enor mev soon appear in another 
mi'cical film. but whether or not it 
will be made in Italy is not yet 
known. Eurnet Hershey and Lyon 
Mecarson. who were here recently 
eo'tlecting material for a picture on 
the life of Caruso, are said to be 
cons cering Lauri Volpi for the 
Caruso role. 


Filming ‘No Pasaran’ 


II y}}s wood, Nov. 30 
Upton Sinclair states in prospectus 
a n¢ ‘No Pasaran,.’ novel about 
S 1 published last winter, that 
yorn being made into film in Bar- 
ac a 


translated in about 


It has been in 
and serialized in x 


20 countries, 
spris, including Par Record main- 
tans Sinclair’s spot as most widely- 


read of U. S. novelists abroad, 


| courses. Owen Nares, taking the role 


| ful of sustained commercial value. 


|sonally by 


Page Billy Rose 


London, Nov. 21. 
who isn’t insul 
theatrical aiirac- 

leased the Pic- 


Firth Sheph.-d, 
as to the style o: 
> presents, ha 


cadilly theatre and, after some al- 
terations to the auditorium, will pre- 
sent tnere wnat seems to be a new 
sort of entertainment, entitled 
‘Choose Your Time.’ 

It is de ned to start the show at 


} 
l- 


th approximately the fo 
Dance or- 


lowing kind of program: 
chestra. film cartoon, vaudeville act, 
newsreel, vaudeville act, intermis- 
sio Second half will be taken up|! 
with a comedy, the first one of which | 
‘Talk of the Devil,” by Anthony 
Pelissier, son of Fay Compton, ic be 
run solidly for one hour. 


Ervine, Priestly’s 
New Plays in London; 


Both Uniikely B.0. 


London, Nov. 30. 


‘Robert's Wife,’ play analyzing 
modern life, by St. John. Ervine, | 


opened at the Globe last week (23). | 
Plot deals with married couple | 
whose careers pursue contrasting 
of a clergyman with a promising fu- 
ture, and Edith Evans, his wife, in- 
terested in clinics and birth control 
among other things, ably illustrate 
how each one frustrates the other in 


} 
blind devotion to his own profes- | 
sion. Author cleverly works into | 
|dialog rampant topics of the day, | 
making it in toto a serious play | 


worthy of consideration, but doubt- 


‘People at Sea,’ J. B. Priestley’s | 


| latest, opened to a fair reception last | 


week (24) at the Apollo. Chosen per- | 
Priestley while he was 
in America, Jean Muir, making her 
London debut, gave an unimpressive 


exhibition of a passe film star ad- | 
dicted to drugs and drink. Piece | 


biz for limited time on 
reputation, but rolonged 
is unlikely. 


might drav 
author's 
success 


Anzac Biz In-’n’-Out 


Sydney, Nov. 9. 
‘Vocues’ (UA) disappoints first 
week’s biz with take of $11,400 (cur- 
rent rate), but is expected to go 
higher when word-of-mouth 


;around. ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) looks the 


Gov't-Distribs Tif 


gets | 


‘Actor, 80, Plans S.A. Tour 


Rome, Nov. 21. 
Zaccone, 80-year-old 
Italian actor, is planning a South 
American tour with his legit com- 
pany for next spring. Will be his 
}second road trip to the western 
hemisp..ere, 

Thesper recently returned from 
France, where he played the Pope in 
Sacha Guitry’s ‘Brown Pearls.’ 


Ermante 


onfirm Hoyts 
GUT Split; Bid 
Made Carroll 


Me 

Split between Hoyi’s Theatre, Ltd.. 
and Greater Union, as a result of 
which no further deals will be made 





lbourne, Nov. 9, 


for the operation of General Thea- 
i tre, was formally .ratified at the 
| Hoyts annual meeting by Charles 
Munro, managing director. Present 
contract expires Dec. 31. 


Hoyts intends to proceed with the- 
atre building and already plans have 


been laid to cover territory through- | 


out the Commonwealth. Greater 
Union, under the direction of Nor- 


man Rydge, is making its own finan- 
cial plans for the future. 

After informing stockholders that 
a net profit of 81,305 pounds had ac- 
tually been clicked up by the com- 
pany over the last financial year—an 
increase of 33°,.—Munro was asked 
by a stockholder whether payment of 
arrears covering ‘A’ preference divi- 
dends would now be made. Munro 
replied that any such payment would 


retard the «ompany’s policy of ex-| 


pansion. 
However, in financial circles it is 
thought that, -providing the same 


| profit progress continues, some move 


will be made in the near future to 
liquidate the ‘A’ preference dividend 
arrears. As. previously reported. 
dividends of 6° on ‘A’ preferences 
and 5% on ‘B’ stock will be granted. 


Hoyts and Carroll 
Sydney, Nov. 9. 

Deal between Hoyts and Dan Car- 
roll for latier to accept a seat on 
Hoyts’ 
eventuate very shortly. 

With the bowout of Stanley Crick, 
Fox chief, from Hoyts last month, 
VARIETY learns that the move was 
proposed by Walter Hutchinson to 
| give Carroll an in, providing certain 
biz tieups were gotten in exchange. 
Carroll is 
| Theatres Ltd., handling the Prince 
Edward here, and is also m.d. of 
Birch, Carroll & Coyle, operators of 


| best bet right now and swings easily!aq large indie chain  throu;hout 
| into third stanza. ‘Angel’ (Par) Queensland. 

| came in at weekend for try but | QueStioned two weeks ago, Car- 
jcan't hope for much because Mar- | rol] stated that ‘certain negotiations 
lene Dietrich is not b.o. here. ‘They were taking place, but nothing ab- 
)|Gave Him Gun’ (M-G) can only | solutely definite had been set in re- 


| hope for a moderate run, but ‘Road 


Back’ (U) should have no difficulty | 


in bringing customers. 
(M-G) into ninth week and 
‘Annabella’ (G-B) is a knockout on 
fourth month. ‘Dark Journey’ (UA) 
also opened at weekend, but doubt- 
ful of solid b.o. Weekly change 
averase with ‘Confession’ (WB) 
‘Forlorn River’ (Par) and ‘The Cali- 
fornian’ (20th). 

Vauce-revue’ is oke for Frank 
Neil. and Williamson-Tait will brine 
in ‘Swing Along’ for a try next week. 

Melbourne, Novy. 9. 

Biz picked up with arrival of mob 

for the racing carnival and gave the 


*‘Maytime’ 
slips 


menagers a break after a bad spell 
with infantile paralysis scare. 
Marquecs showed ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), ‘Dimples’ (20th), ‘Tall Tim- 
bers’ (BEF), ‘Artisis and Models 
(Par), ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) 
‘Lest of Mrs. Cheyney’ (M-G), ‘Kinz 


Solomon's Mines’ (G-B), and ‘Good 
as Married’ (U). 

Levit has ‘Balalaika,’ ‘Victoria Re- 
sina’ for Williamson-Tait, and the 
Mareus show for Fullers-Snider- 
Dean Viaude-revue also nice for 
Tivol 

Auckland. Nov. 9. 

Throughout Auckland, Wellington 
Ch hureh and Dunedin trade is 
bi 1 Yankee product. Ace 
playi uround ncelude ‘Road Bac! 
(U). *Voeue (UA), ‘Thin ice’ ¢20i%] 
‘Saratoga’ (M-G) and ‘Lost Horizon 
(Col? 

Montague revue is doing bette) 
trade now under the personal direc- 


ition of Sir Ben Fuller. 


spect to a deal,’ 
Irside has it that within the next 
week or so Carroll will go on Hoyts’ 


board under certain conditions re- 
earding his interests in the indie 
field. However, no matter what 
kind of a deal is actually made, . it 
will not have any bearing on the 
operation of the Prince Edward, 
Sydney, which for years has gotten 
along with the ace product from 


Paramount. It is expected that the 
deal will cover the Queesland chain 


solely, and the P. E. will continue 
with same policy. 
Swift moves are being made by 


Charles Munro, Hoyts’ top man, to 
secure much additional territory 
outlet cs possible to cover the prod- 
uct supply he hooked during a visit 


as 


to New York. This is his big object 
now that tle General Theatres’ con- 
tract is about to exovire. 

Munro is arran?ing his plans se 
that he can have the same city out- 
lets for pix as would have been the 
case had a further tie been made 
with Greater Union. It’s said that 


Hutchinson also tipped Munro on the 
right cards to play in a difficult sit- 


uation. Anyway. Munro is. goins 
aheed as fast as pe ble to. set 
everything in order before Jan. 1] 
when the Hovis-GUT bow out is duc 
to take place 

Following a biz tie with Snide 
Dean in certain snots. Munro then 
approached Carroll and placed bi 
fore h ition This came 


im a propos 
ly after the retirement of 
Sicnley Crick from the Hoyts’ board 
and its now regfai 


thet Carroll will 


mmediate 


ded as a. eine} 


the 


accept propo- 


board is tipped as certain to 


n.d. of Carroll-Musgrove | 


sition, which also means that Hoyts | 





ee 
Argentine Pix Boom 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 30. 

| Increase in local film production in 
1938 is anticipated as a result of the 
| removal of the city tax on cinemas 
Argentine pix. Some ob- 
| servers predict the rise will be as 
fF 


| showing 
high as 300% during the year. Be- 
being local rep for Republic, 
ugusto Alvarez, the 
Broadway theatre, has formed a pro- 


sides 


> 


operator of 


duction company. Paramount has 
also helped b.r. two features that 
were later taken for distribution. 


continues 
hitherto 


boom 
players, 


the 
film 


Figured if 
actors and 


‘ 





| viewed askance by most citizens, will | 


come to be considered almost re- 
spectable, 


Now British Exhibs 
Protest Air Competish; 
Variety Show K.0.'d Biz 


London, Nov. 22. 
| Hurricane of protest is being 

raised by British exhibs against a 
| repeat of the broadcast of the annual 
|Royal Variety Show from the Pal- 
|ladium. Cinematograph Exhibitors 
| Assn. wants the Government to pre- 
|} vent such airings in the future. 
| Claims theatres lost almost $500,000 
|in receipts as a result of the broad- 
| cast, takings estimated in many in- | 
| stances to be 50% under normal and 
} in some cases as high as $500 for 
| single house. 
National executive of C. E. A. is | 
| accordingly to be called on strenu- 
| ously to press on the Government 
| the need for restriction of competi- 
| tion by radio, which is semi-officially 
| controlled through General Post | 
| Office. Exhib beef was that the 
| broadcast, which occupied 2!% hours 
key time in the evening session, was 
the most successful ever undertaken. 
Figured there is danger it may be re- 
peated at intervals. It did 
low, they claim, that patrons who 
kept away from the theatres that 
night would visit theatres on subse- 
quent evenings. 

Alternatives suggested ata C. E. A 
meeting in Sheffield, Yorkshire, 
were that the big variety show could 
be held im the afternoon and re- 
corded for transmission during vari- 

ous broadcast or that the 
| performance could be timed for mid- 
| night, when it would not clash with 
theatre business. 

Trade opinion sees little chance of 
restrictive action, due to popular 
| opinion favoring the annual 
| cast, and for this reason C. E. A. this 
| year did not repeat its previous ac- 
| tion of overbidding British Broad- 

casting Corp.'s offer for the rights. 
Last: year B. B. C. offered $3,750, 
which C. E. A. and ot®fer theatre in- 
terests topped with $5,000, and B. B. 
C.’s offer of that figure this year was 
accepted without reference to the 
trade. 


METRO’S $87,000 FOR 


sessions, 


| 


American Acts Peeved by London 


Headliners Stealing Their Gags 





London, Nov. 23. 
heftin of gags, 
from new acts from America, has in- 
creased to such an extent lately that 
the arrivals are beginning to find 
their material stale even before they 
can unpack their luggage. 


particularly 


Formerly 
it was customary for locals to permit 
visitors first innings, but that’s now 
as out of date as the London comics’ 
jokes. 

After playing 


American acts proceed to the prov- 


London dates, 


inces to find their material has just 
been used by an English turn a week 
ahead of them. It is no longer the 
smallie acts who are the biggest cul- 
prits. Nowadays the bigger the act 
the greater the stealer. 
Most callous of all English come- 
dians is a male single whose salary 
jumped in the 
from $300 to $1,250—allegedly on the 
jokes 


has last two 


years 


strength of the he’s appro- 


priated. He’s no respecter of any- 


| one’s material and he finds his best 


nest-eggs among the latest American 


| imports. 


'of my act last week.’ 


not tfol- | 


Harry Richman recently played 
the Holborn Empire and, finding 
some of his best swifties landing 


with a dull thud, cracked, ‘I wonder 
if Max Whoozis left anything out 
(Comedian re- 
ferred to had played the Holborn 
a week previously.) Stone and Lee 
are another act that found this same 
British headliner helping himself to 
their choice bits, with squawks hav- 
ing little affect. This despite Stone 
having handed the local a number 
of punch lines gratis. 


SMALL PROSPECT OF 
BRITISH GOV'T CENSOR 


London, Nov. 22 


Possibility of a Government film 
censor for England is minimized by 
Sir Samuel Hoare, Home Secretary. 


Such a move has been proposed by 
members of Parliament, who disap- 
prove of the present system of a 
censor appointed and maintained by 


| the industry, without responsibility 


broad- | 


~ LONDON’S ‘BALALAIKA’ 


| 
London, Nov. 39. 
Metro has bought ‘Balala ka.’ cur- 
rent musical sucecss by Erie Masch- 
witz, for $87,000. Stave hit goes into 


production following a pos:ible New | 


York run, or in any event within one 


year, according to terms of purchassg., | 


Paramount had $5,030 invested in 
an option to buy the piece for $110.- 


000, but Adoiph Zukor, Per board 
chairman, nixed the deal at that 
price. 
Hollywood, Noy, 30. 
Hunt Stromberg will p-oduc« 


Zalalaika’ for Meiro. 


MEXICAN HIT 


Mexico Citv. Nov. 30 
Current dramatic smash is ‘Medio 
Tono’ tH -Tone’), tragedy of the 
middle cl it the Palace of Fine 
Ari (N mn 1 itre) 

May reresa Mor \ i¢ Mex 
nd ca ‘ i rred., 
will be quite set for city outlets 
throushout Austrelia In the nabe 
field the chain tremendously pow- 
erful 1 ‘ only the additional eit, 


had lea 


to angle for. 


spots that 
on how 


Munro a 


trifle puzz 


to the people or State. 
No reason for change was seen by 


Sir Samuel, who pointed out that 
local authorities have final say in 
what pix may be played in their 


areas. While they normally accept 
the certificates of the British Board 
of Film Censors, they still have 
power to reject products passed by 
the board. 


U. S. Pix in South Africa 


Johannesburg, Nov. 9 

American pictures currently dom- 
inate the South African scene. Pal- 
ladium (ACT), ‘Let’s Sing Again’ 
(RKO); Standard (ACT), ‘Bulldog 
Drummond Escapes’ (Par); Plaza 
(ACT), ‘Okay for Sound’ (Indie); 
Collosseum tACT), ‘I Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par); Metro (MGM), ‘Big 
City’ (MGM): Bijou (Union), ‘Night 
Must Fall’ (MGM); Prince's (Indie), 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (Col). 

Capetown is also all American, 
Alhambra (ACT), has ‘Craig’s Wife’ 
(Col); Plaza (Union), ‘Grand Hotel’ 
(reissue) (MGM); Royal (Union), 
‘Way Out Vest’ (MGM); His 
Majesty's Muizenberg (ACT), ‘The 
Piainsman’ (Par). 

In Durban the lineup is Prince's 
(ACT), ‘Charlie Chan at the Circus’ 
(20th); King’s (Union), ‘The Un- 
“uarded Hour’ (MGM): Metro 
(MGM), ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MGM): 
Plavhouse (ATC), ‘Let’s Sing Again’ 
(RKO): Cameo (Indie), ‘When Love 


Is Young’ (U); Alhambra (ACT), 
‘Everybody Dance’ (Indie); Avenue 
‘ATC). ‘Message to Garcia’ (20th). 


French Gal Breveted 


Hollywood, 
French Grand Prix Internat 


Nov. 30 


onal 


d= #0 to Danielle Darrieux, 
now at Universal, for her Jabors in 
‘Abuse of Confidence, French-made 
film 
Henri Ducoin. husband of Dar- 
reux, cops the Grand Prix for d 


rection on same feature. 


tne 
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London Quencheries Free Pix: 
Exhibs Squawk, Brewery Adamant 


. 


London, Nov. 18. 


Film shows in taverns are the 
new menace scaring exhibs in this 
city. Brewery controlling saloons in 
various downtown sectors started 
free films, dodging theatre regula- 
tions by using sub-standard non- 
flam stock, which the law does not 


regulate. Program runs 90 minutes, 
built up of cartoons, comedy and 
other shorts, and played on a seven- 
foot screen in semi-darkness, with 
cufticient light for waiters to cir- 
culnte. 

Cinematograph Exhibs’ Assn. is 
wise to the situation, and a repre- 
sentative visited the dockside tavern 
where the first tryout took place, to 
report back to a meeting being 
called by the London branch. 
Whether he will report on the liquor 
3s well is off the record. 

Sponsor's claim is that the shows 
are in order and have been approved 
by the authorities. ‘We know we 
shall have protests from the C.E.A 
said a spokesman, ‘but they can’t 
stop us.’ 

Ixy the cash customers like pix with 
their beer, says the brewery, it will 
extend the programs to other Lon- 


don saloons and then to the sticks. 
Also visualizes going in for features. 





HAYMARKET THEATRES’ 
PROFIT OF $24,285 


Haymarket Theatres, in which unit 
Greater Union holds 65,600 shares, 
showed a profit of $24,285 on 
last year’s trading. An interim divi- 
dend of 242° will be increased to 
7'.™ with the declaration of a divi- 
dend of 5% on the above trading 
profit. Haymarket Theatres lease 
the Civic theatre, Sydney, to Snider- 
Dean on a fixed rental basis, and 
also hold interests 
Tasmania and Brisbane Queensland. 
Previous year’s profit amounted to 
$13,925, and the increase is regarded 
as satisfactory. 

Norman B. Rydge, GUT chairman, 
actually took office last July after 
Stuart F. Doyle retired, and the 
financial statement covers to July 
31, 1937. Four units really compris- 
ing GUT are Spencers, Wests, Amal- 
gamated and Greater J. D. Williams. 
Rydge first came into GUT through 
his connection with Greater J. D. 
Williams. 

Profits clicked by Haymarket can- 
not be credited solely to Rydge, be- 
cause he took command only a few 
weeks prior to the issue of the finan- 
cial statement. 





$2,500 Legit Offer for 
| Jessie Matthews-Hale| 


London, Nov. 
Jessie Matthews and Sonny — 


in Launceston, | 








‘Perkins Succeeds Late 


| 


London’s bes Show 


London, 

‘Marina,’ new ice skating revue 
opened at Earl’s Court, Nov, 17. In 
addition to ice ballet and dancing on | 
a stage by a total of 200 performers, | 
there were a few non-skating vaude | 
turns on the rear platform. 
Acts include Beryl Styles, Erna | 
Charlott, Baron Von Petersdorff (all | 
figure skaters), Tishy the Wonder | 
Horse, Red McCarthy and Erie Wait. | 
Should prove a Christmas attrac- | 
tion. 


LEICESTER SO. 
GOING VAUDE 


Nov. 322 


London, Nov. 30. 


‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U), which | 
opens at the Leicester Square the- 
atre here shortly, will be the last} 


film to play this house. Theatre will 
switch to a vaudeville policy with! 
General Theatres, a Gaumont- British | 
subsid, doing the booking. 

Since the Palladium is practically 
a permanent revue house, this gives | 


|G-T a substitute vaudeville West End 


house. Theatre is owned by Jack | 
Buchanan in conjunction with | 
Charles M. Woolf. With latter now | 
on amicable terms with GB he no} 


longer has need for a West End} 
house for his film product and will 
release. 


MOORING TO LONDON 
FOR BIP CONFABS 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

William Mooring, Hollywood rep- 
resentative of British International 
Pictures, left for New York and Eng- 
land last week and is due to sail to- 
morrow (Wed.) for conferences with 
John Maxwell and Walter Mycroft 
of BIP on the availability of Holly- 
wood talent for British films. 

He will report also on Anglo- | 
American film relations with respect 
to the new British quota regulations, 
Returns here around Feb. 1. 





Tom Cochrane 1 in Orient 


J. E. Perkins, formerly manager in 
China for Paramount, has been 
| 

named general manager for Par in 


are being sought by J. L. Sachs for} | Japan, China and Philippines. Per- 


a legit musieal. 


Offered $2,500 a week (with 
dancer rated at $1,000), but have 
a pic commitment for Gaumont- 
British for early February and | 
cant sign run-of-the-play pacts. 
Sachs has signatured 

Boreo and Edwin Styles for the| 
tuner and is said to have rung up 
$500 in cables to New York for 
talent. 


RKO Branch in Cairo 


| 


| 


Emile | held ro Cochrane, 


jager. He 
jin Japan 


| for the Coast last Sunday 
| sume his interrupted visit there. 


Cairo, Nov. 15. 

Phil Reisman, v.p. of RKO Radio , 
Picts, plans to open an office here 
soon. 

The RKO branch in Egypt will 
also distribute important Arabic | 
films, 

Stickups Kill Attache 
Mexico City, Nov. 30 
First fatal cinema stickup here in 


Years cost the life of an 
the Cine Gova, a 
who was 


attache of 

second-run house, 

shot dead when he irus- 
rated the attempt of six armed and 

tasked bandits to raid the box office 

4 SLOW, roceipts of Sunday show. 
One bandit was nabbed. 


Pair have been} pins) who has been in the Orient for , 
the} the same company since 1924, was 


called east hurriedly from the Coast 
j}by the death of Tom D. Cochrane, 
who died suddenly a short time ago. 
He succeeds to the post 


fae rnoriv 
awriiiCairy 


Perkins has been in China for the 
last four years as Paramount man- 
was Cochrane’s assistant 
and placed in the 
China position by him. Perkins left 
(28) to re- 
Will 
stay on Coast for about four weeks 
hefore shoving off for new px«st. 


was 


Indie Co-op Prod. 


London. Nov. 15 
Group of Gaumont-British techni- 
cians, utilizing a film recording van, | 
with the aid of unemployed film art- 


ists, produced a five-reel feature, to 
be shown in the West End _ shortly. 
All those concerned have gambled 
their services against a production 
outlay of something less than $10.000. | 

Experiment has been sufficiently | 
successful to warrant the continu- | 
ance of the undertaking for further | 
features. } 


--— ¢ 


| slumped. So 


| department 


U. 0. PRODUCERS 


| Foreign Depts. 
lywood Has Over-Geared 


Itself to a Foreign Rev- 
enue Expectancy 


USED TO BE GRAVY 


Present production is so geared up 


| to the probability of a definite re- 
| turn 


from the foreign market 


produced a 


that 
this has 


that foreign income has 
foreign 
aver. 


of Picture | 
Companies Aver That Hol- | 


| Drury 
| 16 of ‘Victoria tre Great’ 


Frankenstein | 
| which various companies are unable 
| to stop now 


departments | 


Foreign angle has been developed | 
| to the point where every feature by 


| every company is regarded as bring- 
| ing in a definite figure from outside | 


| the domestic market. It has grown 
to such an extent that the foreign 
| business figures in all production 
moves. 


Preliminary budgets showiif? nega- 
| tive costs, anticipated return from 
domestic field and 
f-om the foreign accounts 


are out- 


the | 
income expected | 
i | held 


| lined so that the expectancy in reve- | 


nue is thrown out of balance before | 


the picture even goes into produc- 
tion. 
as expected from the non-domestic 
market is increased because tremen- 
dous pressure is brought to bear on 
foreign departments to boost the an- 
ticipated foreign return. 

Because high returns were obtained 
on certain pictures in the market 
outside North America, the theory is 
set up that all features are to be 


counted on to bring in a specified | 


amount from foreign accounts. Re- 
sult is that the budgets are upped 
beyond reason, 

Features with a _ typical back- 
woodsy slant that don’t mean a thing 
with folks outside the U. S. are ex- 


| pected to bring in a definite figure 
| from foreign houses. 


Because lack- 
ing in appeal outside the domestic 
sector, they do a terrific dive abroad, 
leaving the film company holding 
the bag as far as expected revenue 
is concerned. 

It has become such a problem, defi- 
nitely wrapped up in the net profits 
of American companies, that foreign 
heads already have 
served notice. Gist of this ultimatum 
was for producers to forget about 
possibilities of foreign income. At 
the time this warning was given, the 
uncertainty of income, subsequently 
substantiated by developments in 
China, Japan, Italy and elsewhere, 
was stressed. 

Pienty of Warning 
Plenty of warning has been given 


;up to 





in recent months of the threat to the, 


foreign income of U. S. companies. 
Right now there are three 
which might put a damper on reve- 
nue. Foreign departments assert that. 
while not probable, a shutting off of 
income might camaniveling oceur. 
British situation, which hinges on 
the new Quota bill, might become so 
tough that the free flow of coin 
might be shut off. Even now, U. S. 
distributors have their money tied 
up in Japan with no indication when 


it will be released. Situation here, 
too, may become worse. Urge in 
Australia to slap on a drastic quota 


makes possible such a tough series 
of restrictions that the income for 
American companies at least would 
be temporarily interrupted. 
Foreign executives are hopeful of 
a return to something like that pe- 
riod during and after the world war 
When American pictures were in the 
ascendancy. Then productions were 
made only with the U. S. market in 
mind, with any foreign return counted 
as so much monetary gravy. When 
business from outside the domestic 
market began to amount te some- 
thing, producers started adding on a 
percentage of 
pectancy, virtually gambling on the 
anticipated outside-U. S 


eosts for foreien ex- 


sore spots | 


Generally the figure set down | aeie 


a) 


FILMS’ FOREIGN HEADACHES 





> 
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Films Council for 


FRANKENSTEIN? 


England 


Quota Gets Committee Okay: 


U. §. Companies Fear Worst 


Miss Neagle’s ‘Command’ 


Anna Neagle has received an or- 
der for a ‘command’ performance in 
Lane theatre, London, Dec. 
before the 
King and Queen. 

Actress sailed from New 
with Herbert Wilcox last week. 


SURPRISINGLY 
GOOD PIX BIZ 
IN SPAIN 


Nov. 20. 


Reports received here from repre- 


York 


Paris, 


sentatives of Paramount distribs in 


Spain, in Franco- 


record a 


both loyalist and 
territory, 
phenomena of the revolution-torn 
Business Par pic-| 
tures in the present year tops the 


collected at 
which 


country. done on 


any time in the| 


past, is taken as an indicator 


| that enteriainment is sought. 


return when ! cinema 


Peculiar part of this record is that 
virtually all of this business was 
done with comparatively old Para- 
mount features or subjects that were 
inside the nation’ borders when 
shipment of film stopped about a 
year ago. Par has maintained its 
operating force in Spain but sent}! 
in no new features. Par left it strictly 
the distributing force there 
to make the most of available prod- 
uct in the vaults, to book as they 
| thought best suited and to re-route | 
them on return showings when be- 
lieved good business. 


Major companies in N. Y. met 


| about a year ago and arrived at the 


decision not to ship features to Spain 


Curious | 


” 


Nov. 386. 

Cinematograph Films Couneil 
has been adopted by 33 votes te 
18 and becomes an integral part 
ef the films quota bill. Amend- 
ment to limit board to 11 mem- 
bers was heovily defeated. Group 
will eens st of 21 members 
as outlined—16 from the in- 
dustry, 10 independent, and an 
independent chairman. Func- 
tions broadly will be to review 
progress of the industry, es- 
pecially production, and report 
periodically te the Board ef 
Trade and advise the board on 
all matters that may arise. 

Now anticipated bill will make 
swift headway through commit- 
tee. Producers and labor are 
both meeting tomorrow to re- 
new representations on separate 
quotas, 


London, 





| 
| ‘ 
| British Producers’ 
| While 

| Bill shift 


Angle 
trends on proposed Quota 
almost daily, substantial 
| producers here appear united on the 
theory that, without revenue from 
VU. S., it is impossible for them to 
| turn out features of the quality de- 
| sired by them and the government, 
They claim it is not possible normal- 
| ly to produce films of the right class 
| below an outlay of $200,000 to $250,- 
000, and they can't get their coin 
back even with such budgeted films 
via distribution in United Kingdom 
alone. Contend that even a moder- 
j ate income from cinemas in U. S., as 
{low as $50,000, would be sufficient 
| added income to produce profit 


| 


Denies Squeeze 


Harley, 20th-Fox chief 
| here, sent a letter to Oliver Stan- 
ley repudiating the Cinematograph 
| Exhibitors’ Association charges of 
|a squeeze by the company in Aus- 
| tralia, resulting in taking over the 
| Hoyt circuit by Fox. 

Harley quotes a_ letter 
Charles Munro, Hoyt’s chief, de- 
claring Fox bought its holdings in 
| the open market and that the policy 
of the company is dictated by native 


Harley 


Francis 


from 


when hostilities became alarming. Aj directors, and that 1,000,000 pounds 
few companies tried to make ship- | preference capital, held by Aus- 
ments subsequently but Paramount} tralians, enjoys prior rights to Fox's 
did not ship any new product, con- | holdings. Hariey also quotes a 
tenting itself with making use of | ¢ “able from Sidney Kent fully en- 
films already inside Spain at the, | dorsing Munro’s statement. 
ume, | Major companies in U. S. are con- 
~ |vinced that if the divorced quota 
}clause and the Films Commission 


‘100 MEN’ SOCK 46, NEW 
MEXICO CITY RECORD 


Mexico City, Nov. 30 

New 
for this city 
luxe Cine Theatre Alameda 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U). House 
grossed $4,000 and had to turn away 
about 1,000. Nothing like that has 
ever happened here before. 

Best previous Sunday b.o. for Ala- 
meda was $3,000. 


showing at the Alameda was partic- 
ularly good as the vate was D5fc, high 


one down here for 


any pic 


any cinema or 


ORIENT’S ACE STUDIO 
Tokyo, Nov. 17. 


Manchukuo Motion Picture Assoc., 


all-time Sunday house intake | 
was copped by the de- | 
with | 


This pic’s Sunday | 


| decree viewing test idea) are incorpo- 


‘din the new English quota, their 
ae ; from the British Isles will be 
j}heavily trimmed. Some even be- 


| lieve it will be extremely 
do any worthwhile 
Jand. 

Certain industry 
cating a reciprocal 
supplant any quota idea. Such has 
worked successfully in other coun- 
tries. Present Ene¢lish quota law was 
set up 10 years ago for the purpose 
, of developing that country’s domestic 
| industry Unbiased observers admit 
ithat the law has been a singular fail- 
ure in this, and that, despite this, 
‘under the new quota measure, in- 
creased penalties are proposed. 


Enelish 


difficult to 
business in Eng- 


leaders are advo- 
trade treaty to 


In contrast to 


quota pro- 

ions, present or proposed, Brit'sh 
producers and distributors can bring 
la negative into the U. S. under bond 


and mal 


recently organized by the Man- 
chukuo government and the South 
Manchurian railway. has started con- 
structiar on new studios near 
Hsinking When completed it is | 


claimed the plant will be 
in the Orient 
Product will be 


chukt 


mainly for 


ioan and Japancce consumption. 


they knew the 
there 


film 
Subsequently, 


would 
this production 


theory has grown until it virtually 
applies to all features despite past 
experience on failures with foreign 


public. 


! 
the largest | 


Man- | 


appeal | 


as many prints as they 
| AT 
; want from it for x months. Not 
}even tariff on ihis 
Quality Test 

Only quality test Enelish-made 
| pictures must pa s that of audi- 
ence approval. That same test an- 
|plies to every American-made feat- 


ure; it must secure audience approval 
'if it clicks. There is the old British 
that their product is un- 


into the American mar- 


claim, too, 
able to get 


ket. Payoffl on this is the history of 
worthy English features in this coun- 
i try U. S. distribs stand ready to 
Jlake any one with b. o, chance 
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NOTHING SACRED 


(TECHNICOLOR) 
1 lease of David 


United Artists rel os 
nik proce t =f ( le | 1 land 
Fredric M icf es Charles Winninget 
Walter Conr s Nn t ri ! 
Manie Kioser Dire 1 \ liam 
Wellman Storv, William Street; adapta- 
tion Ben Hecht; film €¢ \« James E,. 
Newrom: photog hv, W. Howard Greene, 
At Rad City Mus Hall, N Y.. week 
Nav. on 7 Running time, 74 mins 

H: 1 Fl e le Lombard 
Wally ¢ 1 drie March 
Db De n ( ] Winninger | 
Stone .Walter Connolly 
I> Exegelhoffer.. sie cots Sig Rumen | 
Master of Ceremonies Perr ey i Fay 
Ovchestra.. Raymond Scott 1 }lis Quintet 
Max Maxie Rosenblum 
D kere I sse1 ecccessAlex Scehoent £ 
Dr. Vunch lonte Wooley 
I \ x ‘ nsiv 


Score another hit for David O 
Selznick and leave plenty of room 
on the pleydating calendar for the 
latest he’s sending along. On getting 
those availability notices, choose the 


best time for the picture and, 
if wisdom prevai make 
commitments behind it that 
interfere with possible extension of 


‘Nothing Sacred’ is one of the 


dating 
Is, don't any 


could 


runs. 


ton comedies of the season, a com- 
pact laugh show that will not be sec- 


tional in appeal nor do any poorer, 


comparatively, on subsequent runs 
than in firsts,<as can happen with 
musicals when the songs go stale. 
There are no song numbers in ‘Sa- 
cred.’ 


The stock of Carole Lombard will 
be helped by the picture and can do 
the same actress no harm when ‘True 


Confession,’ in which she also plays | 


comedy, is released around Christ- 
mas by Paramount. Miss Lombard 
is mich beiter in ‘Sacred’ than in 


the other picture but advisable that 
the two releases are not pitted 
against each other in any situation 
where it’s possible to avoid that. Not 


only is Miss Lombard in both, but | 
the 


the two comedies come from 
game school of production thought. 


Ben Hecht wrote the adaptation 
for ‘Sacred’ from the William Street 
Magazine story detailing the experi- 
ences of a village beauty who be- 
comes the center of a fantastic news- 
paper circulation stunt which 
tifies itself in the belief, unfounded, 
that the girl has only a short time to 
live. Hecht has handled the material 
breezily and pungently, poking fun 
in the typical Hechtian manner of 
half-scorn, at the newspaper pub- 
lisher, his reporter, doctors, the 
ne."spaper business, phonies, 
ers, and whatnot. He had fun do- 
ire i* in all probability and it’s all 
good fun all the way. 

The comedy is as cleverly 


4 


pro- 


duced as it’s written and acted, while | 


for added value there is tinting by 


Technicolor which greatly enhances | 
It’s one of the | 


its pictorial charm. 
best of a few outstanding color jobs 
of the past year and for Miss Lom- 


bard, particularly since she is dressed | 
un a little more in this picture. the | 


results are very effective. Miss Lom- 
bard wears clothes well but not 


enouvh attention perhaps has been | 
paid her in that direction lately. Tle | 


prismatic features of ‘Sacred’ are 
pleasing to the eye, not unrestful and 
not C‘sturbing. 

The running time is only 75 min- 
utes, making this a meaty and well- 
edited piece of entertainment from 
start to finish. Ther: are no lagging 
moments, everything of a superfluous 
nature having been extracted. An- 
other beauty of the picture is that it 
sets a strong pace at the beginning. 
holding it steadily for most of the 
way, and then strikes a climax with 
the fight scene between Miss Lom- 
b rd and Fredric March. That’s the 
tonper and one of the best laugh 
scenes ever put on the sc een. 

March actually socks his vis-a-vis 
star after having roughed ‘er up 
considerably, all with the idea of in- 
ducirg a fake fever for doctors who 
1 y declare her too well for the 
safety of the newspaper campaign 
stunt. This sequence is the highlight 
but a bit that’s unusually funny is 
with Maxie Rosenblum, the boxer, 
who has to speak softly to a brother 
s) that latter won't “et riled. Rosen- 
blum is nothing short of swell in his 
little scene. 

March does the reporter behind 
the dizzy ride given Miss’ Lombard 
by a sucker-victimized New York 
which thinks she already has one 
foot in the grave. The whole situ- 
ation is spread thickly with travesty 
and hilarity, most all of the action 
centering around the girl's efforts, 
plus that of her country doctor, to 
carry out the impression radium- 
poisoning is getting her fast. 

To complicate matters, March falls 
in love with the girl, then discovers 
she isn’t going to pass on but mean- 
time is in a bad spot with his news- 
paper and others. Walter Connolly 
bristles with importance from a com- 
edy viewpoint as March's publisher- 
boss. Charles Winninger 
rural medico who hates newspapers 
but not booze. It’s a good part for 
Winninger. Frank Fay has a bit as 
anm. c. at a night club which drapes 
itself in tears for poor Miss Lom- 
bard. while Sig Ruman fits nicely as 
the Viennese doctor. 

It's not the story so much as the 
preduction job, the direction of Wil- 
Jiam Wellman. Hecht’s penetreting 
dialcs. the colcring and the per- 
forsa-nees. plus the meny smart 
fouches along the line. that makes 
this film a ‘must’ for the retiiler. 

Char. 


jus- | 


suck- | 


does the | 


HITTING A NEW HIGH 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
of I. 
Lily Pons and Jack 
Blore, E. E, Horton, 
john Howard and Eduardo Ciannelli Di- 
rected by Raoul Walsh. Story Robert 
Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play, 
Gertrude Purcell and John Twist; camera- 
man, J. Roy Hunt; songs, Ja Mctlugh 
ond Harold Adamson; editor, Desmond 
Marguette, Previewed at Pantages, Holly- 
Nov. 7. Running time, 


rel Jesse Lasky 


Stars 


RKO- Radio 
production 
Wakie, feutures Eric 


ise 


, 
mes 


wood 20, °3¢. mins 
eeease Pons 
...tack Oakie 
..Erie Blore 
BIYMMN. ccccccesecess Edward Everett Horton 
PIMMY.. ccccccsccces John THioward 
MOGEIAL. cccane Eduardo Ciannelli 
Marlo... aeesee ..-lLuis Alberni 
PO cc inwewedsevsecnseys ; Jack Arnold 
ird 4 


Syerntt 
Suzette 
a¢ 


COSMO. .ccccceses 


Jevons . ocaes . .. Leon 


New Lily Pons feature, ‘Hitting a 
New High,’ subtly satirizes the cycle 
of filmusicals wherein talented artists 
ht 


are discovered in some remote nig 


club and brought to operatic fame 
through adventurous and romantic 
channels. Miss Pons hits a new 
highway which takes’ her from a 


Paris nitery into African jungles and 
thence to Manhattan opera and radio 
fame. The itinerary, which is 
| mapped by Jack Oakie as a p. a., Is 
punctuated by occasional musical in- 
|terpolations from ‘Mignon,’ ‘Lucia,’ 
and a sprinkling of modern songs by 
James McHugh and Harold Adamson. 

It is the frothiest kind of enteriain- 
ment made reasonably palatable by 

humorous characterizations from E. 

E. Horion, Oakie and Eric Blore. 

RKO-Radio has given the piece elab- 
| orate investiture. Jesse L. Lasky is 
|} the producer and Raoul Walsh the 
| director. 

Miss Pons sings her coloratura pas- 
sages with amazing ease, and the 
| several selections are recorded clear- 

ly and effectively. She is charmingly 
|costumed and attractively photo- 
| graphed. In the supporting cast are 
| John Howard, Eduardo Ciannelli and 
| Luis Alberni. 

Because of. the satiric quality of 
the story film is likely to have lim- 
|ited appeal. In major first runs 
|; where the public is smartened to 
| sense the sly humor, picture will win 
| some favorable comment. _ 

from the highbrow trail ‘Hitting a 
|New High’ is likely to proceed in 
first gear. Flin, 


| Danger—Love at Work 
| (WITH SONG) 


20th-Fox release of Darryl Zanuck pro- 


duction, Features Ann Sothern, Jack Ha- 
| ley, Mary Boland, E. E. Horton. Adapted 
by James Edward Grant and Ben Morkson 
{from story by Grant. Song, Mack Gordon 
| and Harry Revel; camera, Virgil Miller; 
} musical director, David Puttolph: editer, 
| Jack Murray. At Albee, B'klyn, Nov. 26, 
"37. Running time, 81 mins. 
Tont Pemberton.........-. ....Ann Sothern 
Henry Mac Morrow.........+0:. Jack Haley 
Mrs. Alice Pemberton..,......Mary Boland 
P FeO TOMO s 646600 6000 ae Kk. KE. Horton 
Herbert Pemberton.........John Carradine 
SSO. PRUs 66464 6.66400004400 Walter Catlett 
| Junior Pemberton....... Bennie Purtlett 
Uncle Goliath........ e Maurice Cass 
MIOOM EOMORMs 6 cc cccscaeens Alan Dinchart 
Albert Pemberton........ Etienne Girsrdot 
| Wilbur... ..cccccccccccceescensss KK. E. Clive 
} Aunt Patty......cccccee Margaret McWade 
ee Teer eer Marcaret Seddon 
CN 6 bo 665A d0680 seseacc enn Cook, &f 
Pemberton’s Malid...ccccsesss Hilda Vauchn 
| Henry’s Butler......c« «---Charles Coleman 
) Attendant.........0.. eee C3e0rge Chandler 
is\ | PEELER CR CORES TCT TE ere Spencer Charters 
CHBUNGCUS oc ccccesovces eeee-}IAl K. Dowson 
sats. bo00ee eoccccccceee Stanley Fields 
j Police OTICOR ce cacceiceccveccess Paul Hurst 
Bf eee rere TTT TTT Claude Allister 
POTRONG sc ccc ccusieescosacesead Jonathan Hale 
PA 6 io Sa oh 6 cece babe ttnekees Charles Lane 


main feature but a very good dualer. 

| It’s a satisfactory comedy which con- 
| tains plenty of laugh situations and 
| there ought to be no trouble ped- 
| dling this one. Essentially it deals 
'with a screwey family a la ‘Can't 
| Take It With You.’ 


Away | 
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.* ‘ ‘BOY OF THE STREETS, dventurous Blonde 
Miniature Reviews | Monogram production and release Stars | Warner Bros. release of First National 
Jachie Cooper; features Maureen O'Conner, | production. Features Glenda Farrell, Rey. 
a Dire ted by William Nigh. Original story ton MacLane. Direeted by Frank MeDen. 
. : Sag ’ TA) j iby Rowland Brow: screenplay by Scott | ald. Screen play by Robertson White and 
‘Nothing Sac red’ (UA a Hit } Darling and Gilson Brown: camera, Gilbert | David Diamond; diolog. Hariy Seym« v 
comedy co-starring Fredric Warrenton. Previewed in Projection Room, | camera, Arthur Todd; editor, Frank Mave. 
March and Carole Lombard. N. ¥., Nov. 28, °S7. Running time, 79 | At Strand, B’klyn, week Nov. 26, "37. Run- 
: . mins, i ning time, 60 mins, 
Will be one of the big grossers bibl. Heel 15 a 
; EO sy sn deuce soe dee dec ees .Jackie Cooper Torchy pS er @eeceees Glenda F; e)! 
of the year. BIOTA sé ccuscivcacetocess Maureen O'Connor } Steve McBride.....cccceeces Bartod Maclane 
*Hitti é Yew igh’ <O). POT Se aga we eee. Kathleen Burke | Grace Brown.....ecees ----Anne Nave] 
Hitting 4 “ew High (REO) Ro’ . ck en kena es Rovert Emmeit O'Connor | Gahagan ceeeeee eecccccceseces ‘Ton Kener 
Lily Pons satire on filmusi- Mat Reannan.« «ssa .»Marjorie Main | Pete. .... ccccccovccececees(00Tge EB. Stone 
cals. Should do better in the Fog Horn Brennan..-. Guy Usher | Theresa Gray...eeseseeees Natalie Moo hed 
; keve SREMOC US an ccnscehoeasauess o MAY FP SMY b PEA scotia desen coccccese Willitm Hoppe 
MajOr ey> P Tim Farley....-.eceeeeees George Cleveland | Hugo Brand.....ceccoce.s- Anderson Law!u1 
‘Bez, Borrow or Steal’ (M-G). | foctor... 02 Garden Fitiett | Dudes secs. a ACeS eee ee 
Unimaginative story which PONY seer cece rere gerereerececs Don Latorre easy ss ecsnees feseceseeee oA BOD vy W: son 
; —— | Mortimer Gray sé cssccccce tes arles ison 
misses every mark except the Jackie Cooper in ‘Boy of the | Mrs. Hammond........+++++ Virginia Brissae 
lower spot in double bills. q : 4 a _, | Harvey Hammond.........-. Leland Hodgser 
‘ oa : ts’ (M ) Streets’ easily is Monogram’s most | Maxie...........ceeeeeees RAYMON Hotter 
Boy of the Sires ers ‘ bit : “oduc ai t to date Capt. McTavittlecsccccessces Frank Shanr 
Jackie Cooper in slums-to-man- ambitious production e101 oe ORAL Mis Saleen. oc 224 6h. dacs + Gao se James 
t im: ril Vit his uth’s né > as a Magne NOMS. ccctdessacess G e Owe 
i id story sulting him; will do With thi Pagina name a I agnet, a B nor ; pakbe oeiae be ae 
biz for independenis. even though he’s not been. active 1M | corceant........cocccccce. ra 
‘Inspector General’ (Garri- the cinema scene for about two | Herman........+-...-. Heian 
son) Czech-made version of vears. and an elaborate campaign be- | Light hod it 1 th } 
. : » on vv S : } > 
Gogol’s comedy has plenty 4ignht whoaunl 1S 1€ third in 


Rice John Heal Directed by William 
rhiele Story by William C. White; screen- 
play, Leor 1 Lee Harry Ruskin and 
Marion Parsonnet; musical score by Dr. 
William Axt: eomera, William Daniels: 
film editer. Conrad A, Nervig; asst. di- 
rector, Marvin Stuart. Previewed at Up 
town, T.. A., Nov. 26, '37. Running time, | 
7U gnins. 
Ingraham Steward.....cccee- Frank Morgan 
SOVOO BOW arG 600 ccwctevecess Florence Rice 
lo et Aer rer es ver errr John Beal 
Mre. Agatha Steward...cccecd Janet Beecher 
Wom SiSeOdoris ssi eke cetenvacs Herman Bing 
TROUT G66 0 ccs 0080 000000508 2055. Boe 
SOMIATINT fo ok ck nsaeeweescueuene George Givot 
LOE. BrQCMer. occ cccocsoseesanet >. E. Clive 
Plorace BANMIOl. < sss cceeasess Tom Rutherfurd 
Mi ih rere res ---Cora Witherspoon 
ftan. Summitt..<sccccacss Reginald Denny 
= BPN nb 0060966086066 8666 Viadimir Sokoloff 
| ae) errr rr rrr iy. Harlan Briggs 


states that the events and the charac- 
ters in the photoplay are fictitious. | 
Also, 


merit for the arties. 

‘Meet Miss Mozart’ (French 
Films). She's not particularly 
worth meeting. French-talker, 
starring Danielle Darrieux, is a 
mild comedy with couple of 


sonss. 











Borrow or Steal 


Hollywsod, Nov, 27. 


Metro releese of Frederick 
on Features Frank Morgan, 


Beg, 


Stephant pro 
Florence 


A subtitle which graces this film 


that any similarity to actual 


persons, living or dead, is purely ac- 


| cidental. 


Might have added that any 


characterizations, situations or action 


| Frank 


bearing the slightest resemblance to 
the behavior of human beings is 
strictly accidental. Nothing quite so 
incredible this story has been 
tossed to the double bills since major 
studios started competing among 
themselves to turn out low grade en- 
tertainment for the filler-in spots 
This ’un rates B-minus. 
Some capable players 
mistreated by ~inane 


as 


are badly 
assignments 


an American ex-patriot who lives by 
his wits in Paris as a shill for tourist 
suckers. His slick stuff is so crude 
and conceived with such lack of 


| imagination and originality that the 


| 


French gendarmes would have him 


| locked up before the end of the first 
| reel. 


Not important enough to be a | 


Which might be all right with 
Morgan, who weuld be relieved of 


|saying and doing even sillier things 


Plot has a perfectly sane lad who | 


is sent by aN. Y. law firm to a small 
town to buy up a piece of property. 
Here he bumps into a dizzy family. 
It’s old farcical stuff but well exe- 
cuted and well directed so that it’s 
still very funny. 

The lad, played by Jack Haley, 
isn’t even allowed to check in at a 
hotel, Ann Sothern as Toni Pember- 
ton insisting that he stay for dinner 
and spend the night. Example of a 


one of the older women walk in on 
him while bathing and borrow a 
razor blade, remarking casually that 
| he’s thinner than the last lad who 
| staved over night. Admittedly there's 
nothing novel about this, but it’s al- 
\ avs good for a laugh if done well. 
Haley beats it out of town to es- 
cape this stra .ge group but Toni fol- 
lows along to New York and brings 
along her family so he can get them 
all together to sign the papers more 
easily. It’s just that she wants to 
| keep him from losing his job with 
the law firm and so his old mother 
won’t starve. There's some heavy 
interference provided by 
Everett Horton as the other man in 
the case, who poses as a sort of ‘How 
to Influence People’ type. He's 
foiled. however, and, of course, Henry 
gets Toni. 
| With the cast, which includes Mary 
Boland, and the competent produc- 
tion and direction, this one ought to 
|do well. Support includes the ‘Pix- 
| illated Sisters,” Margaret McWade 
j}:nd Margaret Seddon. E. E. Clive, 
| Etienne Girardot, Elisha Cook, Jr.. 
j}and Bennie Bartlett. juve actor, who 





| will accept his invitation. 


situation used for comedy is having | 


Fdward | 


does a nice little bit as the bad boy | 


of the family. 


as the film progresses, 

Fifteen long years have passed 
since Morgan walked out on his wife 
and baby daughter. The reason isn’t 
made very clear. Maybe Morgan 
wanted to duck from playing the 
part. He engages in petty and grand 
larceny for a living and from his 
take he sends them $100 each and 
every month. When he gets the 
news the girl is to marry some nice 
young man in Iowa, he writes a let- 
ter inviting all hands to have the 
ceremony take place in his chateau 
in France. Of course, he hasn’t any 
chateau, but he never figures they 
They do 
however, and all hands, including 
the comedy relief mother and father 
of the bridegroom, turn up in France 
just as if it were situated across the 
river from Moline. 

This calls for some fast thinking 
so Morgan borrows a chateau from a 
young man who talks out of the side 
of his mouth. When the bridal party 
arrives, the host, 
taker of the establishment, which 
looks like the League of Nations 
starts to make love to the girl. This 
gives Morgan a chance to confess he 
s a fraud and the youth from Iowa 
and his folks walk out and leave 
everyone fiat. Then the daughter 
and the caretaker, who is really 
Count Somethingorother, get mar- 
ricd. So everyone is happy except 
the audience. 

All of which may seem somewhat 
complicated, but really it doesn’t 
matter one way. or the other. 

There is some very bad acting by 
nearly everyone in the cast. but that 
probably is not their fault. They 
simply were told what to do by Wil- 


liam Thiele, the director, and he | 
probably was told what to do by 
SOmMmCOIIC else, 


Question is, who's going to tell the 
exhibitors who have bought the pic- 
ture what to do” ‘lin, 


Morgan has chief cause for | 
'complaint, having drawn the role of 


who poses as care- | 


hind it, the independent houses and 


territorial exhibs doubtlessly will 
find it palatable fare ts Jackie 
Cooper’s picture all the way, even 
though he’s grown up and at first 
difficult to associate with Jackie of 
old. 

Picture’s obvious weakness is the 
| absence of a strong male or femme 


character to go along with the juve 
|jstar. It would have helped the 
marquee and it certainly would have 
| aided -Jackie over some of the 
rougher passages. This lack may 
force the picture to depend largely 
on juvenile patronage in some spots 
| though yarn obviously is the type for 
which Jackie Cooper is best known. 


| William Nigh has used _ broad 
strokes in wielding the directorial 
brush to stress sordid, tenement- 


lad of the streets is brought up. 
They’re too broad at times either in 
exaggerating the filth of the cinema 
Bowery or overly saccharine’ in 
stressing the goodness of a character. 
There’s that warbling of the forlorn 
Irish miss and the constant bicker- 
ing between 


| bru ordid. é 
cloistered surroundings in which the 
| 


|} emphasis iniected without furthering 
the plot. The same stress laid “on 
; the crucial period in the boy's life 
when he learns his father’s true char- 
acter and falls in with some rack- 
| eteers possibly would have been more 
effectual. 

Fable is that of the city youngster 
who has his own gang of pals and 
who would like to grow up as a ward 
leader or in any spot where he did 
not have to werk. There's some al- 
|lusion to the riches-and-rags angle 
| but that’s smartly glossed over briefly 

to follow the lad’s fight to find him- 

self. It is in these passages 

Jackie Cooper is right at 
| Highlight of them is the hospital 

scene when he and his patrolman 
| pal, both wounded by mobsters, come 

to an understanding. 
Cooper is still the capable actor he 
| always was. He perhaps is permitted 


home. 


; to strut too much as leader of his 
boy gang but in the more serious 


| passages he is as competent as earlier 
in his screen career. Maureen O’Con- 
nor, as the Irish girl singer with 
whom Jackie falls in love, shows 
| greater promise in her vocal efforts. 
She’s from radio. Faulty photog- 
raphy or makeup, or both. mar sev- 
eral early scenes. This is her film 
debut. 

Marjorie Main is realistic in the 
drab role of Jackie’s mother. Rob- 
ert Emmett O'Connor, as the lenient 
| policeman, is excellent, while Guy 
| Usher does nicely as the lad’s father. 
| Kathleen Burke gets all that’s pos- 
| sible out of the rich femme role. 
Gordon Elliott is poor as the doctor. 
| Photography, generally of high 
order, stands out more prominently 

than the dialog. Vea*. 





_ THE LAST CHANCE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London. Nov. 13. 


| 
Pathe release of Welwyn-Pothe predne- 
} tion Features Wyndham Goldie, Judy 
| Kelly, Billy Milton, WLoawrence Hanray, 
| Frank Leighton, Directed by Thomas Rente 
| ley, Story by Frank Stavton: scenario, 
| Harry Hiughes; camera, Norman Anscombe, 
} Anthony Scott. At the Piccadilly, London. 
| Running time, 70 mins. 
Boe Frank Teighton 
nN WONOUN i woo dasdseas invecn Jn Kelly 
|} Mr. Perrin........eee0....].awrence Hanray 
| John Worrall...... erecees Wsndham Coldie 
| Inspector Cutts. .cecce eee Franklyn Pellamy 
| Fadke Croyle. ....cciestes. Aubrey Mallalieu 
| MESCHROL WOtTHY,. cat de-s0d6 é hilly Milton 
Betts P Coceccecsoces fenny Laird 
EUs isis 6b b0 00806400034 Cnarles Sewell 
BVOP SORNOl is 6 K404ddcednns Alfre i Wellesley 
| Commendable auota picture. In- 
terest languishes halfway. but picks 


up to a dramatic, interesting climex. 
Subject is a legal tangle of an es- 
caped convict who makes a desperate 
effort to establish his innocence fol- 
lowing a murder conviction. Gen- 
erally well acted, and with judicious 
cutting should make a second feature 
for local consumption. 

Hero of the story 
girl living on 


is eneaged to a 
the loneiv Devonshire 


coast. When. after he leaves on a 
|mvsterious business trip. a man is 
killed and evidence points toward 
him, a family friend defends him. 
He is convicted and sentenced to 
drison. 

When he escanes it jis to find the | 
girl had married the fam ly 
friend. believing her fiance actually 
a murderer. She aids the fugitiy 
and he uncovers evide nce to prove 

j the lawyer-friend is the rex! killer. 
| Latter commiis suicide. Clein. 


the loafing husband of | 
ithe lad’s mother.as instances of over- | 


that | 


Warner’s Torchy Blane series i: 
this year. As in its predece 
| there’s lots of glib fast talk and the 
usual showing up of coppers and 
| flatfoots by the gal reporter, played 
| by Glenda Farrell. 

In this one Torchy’s about to 
marry Steve McBride, portrayed as 
before by Barton MacLane, but falls 
for a fake police alarm in which an 


sued 


esors 


| actor has agreed to pose as the vic- 
|tim. It’s meant to be not only a 
hoax to fool Torchy,- but to be ex- 
ploitation for the actor. Turns out 


instead to be his funeral. so Torchy 
again has a beat on the other muggs 
and the coppers as well. 

As the fictional representative of 
the fourth estate Torchy does about 
everything a fictional reporter should 





do. tying un the coppers in knots 
|before solving the mystery single 
| handed and scooping everyone, as 
| usual. Her own wedding never 
leomes off at all, leaving the pro- 
| 


ducers the usual opening for another 








pie in the series. 

Pic moves along at a very rapid 
pace and transitions sometimes just 
miss being jumpy. Pic intended as 
a dualer. and should fill that role 
| adequately. 

’ 

THAT’S MY STORY 
| Universal production and relesse. Fens 
tures Claudia Morgan, William T.undigan, 
| Eddie Garr, Hobart Cavananeh Ralph 
Morgan, Bernadene Hayes itirected by 
Sidney Salkow. Story, Van Terrys Perle 
man; screenplay, Barry Trivers: comers, 
| Elwood Bredell; editor, Torrie Wright At 
Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Running tine, 63 
mins, 

Janet Marlowe.......++--- Maudia Mergan 
Sas saab ase William T.ondigan 
| SODKS 0c cccece eceeccccccsecces .Eddie Garr 
| Sherif€ Otis......cccee.-Hloburt Cavanaugh 
| -CARtOP. dsc<s00 TrTTTTTT rT R i Morgan 

Bonnie Rand...cesvecce . Bernac e Hayes 
| Cummings.....- eccccsecceces Charlies Wilson 

Sheriff Allen..... 6660604646648 Harlan Briegs 

GOR c:< 040606 ecccccccos: .Faward Goargan 
Bo). ee eccee Charles Trowbridge 
| Blackie coeseeece C86 COeCtescvew’ Murray Alper 
| OGIO cccgeccpdgeatdatensasad ee Jerry Mundy 
| Top featuring in this picture. as in 


so many from the Universal studios 
lately, goes to a counle new in the 
film biz. Claudia Morgan, brought 
in from N. Y, legit, and Wil- 
liam lLundigan, former radio an- 
nouncer in Syracuse, N. Y.. are the 
two honored. This fact in_ itself 
dooms ‘That’s My Story’ to the low- 
gare action houses and dual 
bills. 

Lack of name potency is not the 
only thing holding it back. since it 
falters by traversing the nut-route 
of newspapering, already familiar 
and nauseating to the averave audi- 
ence. To say it accents its improb- 
ability. is putting it mildly. 

Punk is fired off every sheet in 
town, but given a last chance with 
a tough rag to get an interview with 
a gun-moll or go back to soda- 
jerkin’. As a last resort, the moll, 
being held by a sheriff who has ideas 
about big town papers, he gets him- 
self arrested to get in jail with her. 
| Makes mistake of her ident’iv and 
interviews a doll repvorter jailed for 
| the same reason, and she gives him @ 
ride. 

Lundigan and Miss Morgan are 
the rival reporters, Hobart Cava- 
naugh and Harlan Briggs the law, 
and Bernadene Hayes the moll. 
Ralph Morgan is a city editor with a 
plush office, and Charles Wilson his 
rival. Lundigan, with further groom- 
in’, might catch on with the femme 
dimes. and Claudia Morenn. inci- 
dentally the daughter of Ralnh Mor- 
gan, is a looker with possibilities. 
Crn dress and talk. 








| Film is for the duals and kids. who 
)#re more apt to believe it can be 
| done that way. Bari. 


-™ 
INSPECTOR GENERAL 
(CZECH MADE) 

Garrison Films release of Messner Filme 
production Stars Vliasta Burin: Tiivecies 
by Mae Frie. Adanted from wiloav « Nite 
olont Gorol by V. Sol s. ¥ Mence Trof 
\Iathesive: camera Jan Stoalliel At the 
“quire. N. Y., week Nov. 24, 37. Running 
time i1 mins, 

The Inspector General Viaste Poriar 
bhi, PEE Ce 1 Pres) 
be A ees , 1, lo yvar 
His Wife ae Oe | 3 } Vs 
THEI DRURNED. .ccccccasccelds (1 htevs 
"TH Fastimaster. oo. i cccodcecs J. Ttevensky 
The School Inspector...........! Hisvity 

’ civhben io a: Se Pe ee 1 i zerny 
TONNES cckdcadice 1 ef Voenlik 
RPOPISINN 5 0556065643 04440 e0 A. Deoversky 


(In Czech, with English Titles) 

It was iust 100 vears ?vo that the 
Rucsian plevwright-wit Goce! turned 
;eut his satiric comedy ahout small- 
time and small-town sovernment 
officials who, at that time. were 
| (Continued on page 29) 
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” VARIETY Wednesday, December 1, 1937 
'S WHO in Holly. ‘You’ 
WHO in Hollywood or the cast of You're a Sweetheart 
ALICE 
F AYE Sing-swingy star of this year’s biggest successes. Sings, dances, 
and shines her fullest in “You’re A Sweetheart”. 
GEORGE ae 
MURPHY Fastest rising young man on the movie lots. Had everything 
his way in his last picture, “Broadway Melody of 1938”. 
KEN 
Vi 1 RR AY Call him Ken and laugh with him. Starred on stage for years, 
and right now one of radio’s top comedians. 
and his 
stooge 
0) SWALD “Maw, that man’s here again”. A signal to radios millions | 
that Ken’s stooge is ready with his “Oh, yeah” fun. a 
CHARLES | | 
Irascible, fuming, lovable hit of “Three Smart Girls’, and 
WINNINGER “Show Boat” on screen and radio. 
ANDY 
DEVINE Hit of “A Star Is Born” and the boy with the everchanging 
voice. Now rasping for Jack Benny. 
WILLIAM 
The most alert bundle of handsome, dynamic “heavyman A 
GARGAN in studio land. | 
FRANCES 
HUNT She thrilled millions as the singing star wit’) Benny 
Goodman’s orchestra. 
FRANK 
JEN KS Frank drove the cab in “100 Men and a Girl’, and he gets 
a full meter’s worth of fun in “Youre A Sweetheart”. 
CASPER “ 


A “blues” artist running wild on a harp! 





REARDON 


Donald Meek - David TREE ar 





Oliver - Andrew A. Screenplay by Monte Brice and Charles 14; Bede, SWEETH EARS 

; Grayson « Original story by Warren Wilson, “Oh Onetticred Fre g 
Trimble - Edna Segd- Maxwell Shane and William Thomas onl HY Merger 
wick - Bob Murphy Original songs by By a The Teen 
Renie Riano - Bobby Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson mietS0 He Murray ngcbies 
Watson - The Four Directed by David Butler 





Playboys - Maidie and 


Ray - The Novelle Produced by B. G. De SYLVA CHARLES R. ROGERS 


Brothers and Partner Executive Vice-President IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION 


A NEW UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Novelty and originality character- 
ize this week’s show, a thoroughly 
pleasing side dish to go with ‘Noth- 
ing Sacred’ (UA), reviewed in the 
current VARIETY. It is a Leon 
Leonidoff production that’s notable 
largely for its charm and cleverness. 

‘The Barber’s Opera’ and ‘La 
Valse’ have what it takes to enter- 
tain. 

Opening of stage show offers com- 
edy in a different vein. For *Bar- 
ber’s Opera,’ the stage is provided 
with a row of 12 barber chairs, at 
which minions of the razor and 
shears are ministering to customers. 


! 
} 


routining gives them a refreshing 
aspect, W:.'n he walks off, Jack 
Williams walks into a _ preheated 
house and finds early applause for 
his excellent two-part routine of solo 
taps. 

The other bright dancing highlight 
is the Gower and Jeanne turn. This 
youthful duo adds plenty of zest to 


ithe proceedings with their topflight 


|and what he lacks 


ballroom dancing. 

Frank Gaby, sharp-tongued ven- 
triloquist, is a hardy perennial here, 
always surefire. His new routine, 
which he broke in here last season, 
is better. Gaby is m.c. for the week, 
in this sideline 


ihe makes up in his act. - 


Most of the barbs are doing old tin- | 


type characters and when they start 
to get a little slapsticky witi the 
boys they have in the chairs it’s good 
fun. 

A lighter comedy note is provided 
by the special Albert Stillman lyrics 
set to operatic arias. For relict Jan 
Peerce sings ‘La Donna e Mobile’ 
legit as a solo, and Viola Philo, as a 
manicurist, another classical favorite. 
Marion Raber, another mannie, does 
a Spanish operatic bit in snakehips 
time, while the shoeshine boy is giv- 
ing ‘it a hi-de-ho obbligato. The 
number is noval, refreshing and mu- 
sical all the way. 

‘La Valse,’ based on Ravel’s com- 
position of the same name, employs 
the ballet corps and others as back- 
ground for the dancing of Hilda Eck- 
ler-Jack Cole team. In staging, Leon- 


to 


idoff has given this number much 
charm and beauty, with the action 
of the scene, plus the music, build- 


ing gradually to a very effective cli- 
max. 

Rockettes, in a typical routine, are 
given a barber pole background. It 
is large enough to include a circlar 
stairease, which reveals the Markert 
misses at the opening. They rate a 
hand. 

Sandwiching this and ‘La Valse,’ 
the show offers Boy Foy, adept uni- 
cyclist and juggler. Big kid trade 
from Wednesday night (24) through 
Sunday (28) because of Thanksgiv- 
ing vacation. 

In addition to the usual newsreel. 
organ solo and ‘Modern Inventions’ 
(UA), Disney short, the orchestra 
does ‘Southern Rhapsody,’ the work 
of Lucius Homer, an American. 

Char, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 
Indianapolis, Nov. 27. 
Little Jack Little and orchestra, 
with four acts, furnish 60 enter.ain- 
ing minutes of stage fare, doing nice 


biz with pic, ‘Adventurous Blonde’ 
(WB). 

Little opens with seven-minute 
medley of pop song hits and then 
doubles vocally at the mike and 


piano. He follows with a swing ren- 
dition of ‘Bells of St. Mary’s.’ 

Patsy Marr does a thre2-minute 
novelty in which she taps on the 
wooden top of her hat while doing 
a handstand. 

Orch gives impression of other 
bands, namely Hal Kemp, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Eddy Duchin, Wayne King, 
Shep Fields and Benny Goodman. 

Len Manning and Mitzi, man and 


band is 


dog, both dressed in white ties and | 


tails, do a drunk bit with hound 
getting plenty of laughs. Finish w.th 
tap dance in which dog follows turns 
of man. 

Margot and Libby Robin are weak 
spots in show with their impressions 
of motion picture stars. 

Orchestra is heard again in a med- 
ley of songs composed by Little. 

Rodney and Gould are spotied next 
to closing in some eccentric dancing. 


Dead-pan comics get their laughs 
from difference in heights of two 
men, and tricks which they work 


into their soft shoe tap dancing. 
Orchestra closes with ‘Somebody 

Stole My Gal,’ Little at the piano. 
Little appears throughout, and at 


show caught, was selling numbers 
with his pleasing personali‘y. His 
tricks inject a lot of comedy into 


what are usually straight band num- 
bers. Kiley. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 26. 
One week af‘er lowering the ticket 
top from 75c to 55c, Keith's in Bos- 


ton breaks out with a sock eight- 
act vaude show that would be a 


good buy at the former price. 
Opening with Magician Al»ohonse 
Duval and closing with a whirlwind 
acro act (Five Jansleys), the show is 
a Succession of socks, hokum end 
music. Eddie Rosenwald and house 
band are on this week. but Dave 
Bines’ production ends there, except 
for some effective lighting, particu- 
larly good in presentation of 
Marjor’2 Gainsworth in the four 
spot. Miss Gainsworth, an oneratic 
singer, dces not immediately land 
with the audience, but eventually 
‘ores and wins an encore. Her pops, 
with operatic interpolations, revister. 
Following the English Brot':ers 
and Marion Fe'eit, sock rough- 
house trio, is task enough for any 
“@ Singer, and it is much to Miss 
nsworth’s credit thet she wins 
ver so envably. The English Boys 
and Miss Belett avoid anything that 
approaches delicacy and stop 
taing cold wiih their pseudo 
hem and pratt falls 
Duval prov'des a colorful 
xr the show, Although h’s 
are not new to the trade, 


hy; 
ae 





every- 
may- 


ywpening 
‘i ’ 


P 
: tricks 


Next-to-shut is Lamberti, xylo- 
phonist, and another familiar face. 
He keeps ’em on the laughing edge 
by his sequence of hokum and hors2- 


play. He has to beg off while the 
stage is being set for the Jansleys 
who polish off the show well in 
their ace fast risley act 

‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) on the 
screen, Fox. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 


Earle presents anot!:cr mediocre 
show this week. Aggregation is 
mildly entertaining and, with 


Thanksgiving school holiday 
had to jump from four to five a day 
to accommodate tremendous influx 
Pic is ‘45 Fathers’ (20th). 

Mazda _ puller-inners are James 
Melton and Harriet Hoctor. Latter 
despite swell ballet turn, is no great 





house | 


shakes to Earle’s peanut-cracking 
Market street, and goes over so-so. | 
Melton goes over big. The little 


school girls jam front pews and won't 
let him off without half a dozer 
encores. 

At turn caught there almost seemed 
to be a conspiracy against Melton. 
First, moving platform, on which the 
seated on stage, was rolled 
forward until house was fearful it 
wouid run him over. He got out of 
that by hopping on for a ride. Then, 
right in midst of ‘Shortenin’ Bread,’ 
house cat strolled on the stage, pan- 
icking the kids. Melton stopped 
went over, petted it. Finally, lights 
were all doused, with spot supposed 


to go on him. But it didn’t go on. 
He stopped between bars to shout, 
‘Hey, where's the light?’ 

Lovely, blonde Miss Hoctor was 
never better than in turn to Duke 
Ellington’s ‘Mood Indigo.’ 

Management errs in spotting an- | 
other terp act immediately after 
Miss Hoctor. The tapping of the 


twin Sinclair Sisters. Wouldn't be so 
bad if girls opened with snappy rou- 
tine for contrast. 

Another sick 
with a dummy act. 
Dugan, patters with 
Leonard, in copy of the 
Charlie McCarthy turn 
fair voice-tosser, but has no lines. 
Jerry Dugan’s unable to get a real 
laugh with some very slow gags and 
unfunny chatter. 


one is Al Ricard 
Blockhead, Jerry 
femme, Lois 
fresh guy 
Ricard’s a 


Curtain opener is Hector and His | 


Pals, swell dog act. Hector has 
about 10 pooches, replying to his 
question with barks. Hector keeps 


up fast line of humorous chatter. 
Closer is unflashy flash act. Tagged 
Behee Rbyatte Saharans, it’s a tum- 
bling turn that falls flat. Music is 
provided by house band on stage and 
emcceing by Marty Collins and Harry 
Peterson, who wander in and out 


| with old standard gags that clicked 


with he 
Herb. 


oke with the house if not 
Crix. 


PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Nov. 28. 

This is one of the best bills here 
since season began, backed by ‘Sub- 
marine D-1’ (WB) on screen. Nat 
Holt revived the black and white 
revue formula, not done here for 
several years, and it’s apparently 
what the crowds want. 

Tom Howard and George Shelton, 


jin third spot, split top billing with 


which fills 
Two flicker 


Chie Webb’s orchestra, 
Harlem section of show. 


;and radio gagsters have been away 


| from 
| strangers to younger set. 


his fast} 


they are 
That's an- 
other reason why Tom’s_ rasping 
voice and wheezes draw howls from 
customers whose memories are 
short. Still, it’s a surefire skit 
nerfectly-timed patter. has a good 
finish with Shelton doing the vapid- 
faced heckler well. 

Webb’s dark-skinned outfit takes 
some of the ed¢e off the pair's stuff 


this citv so long 


by following them, but revue isn't 
elastic enouch Chic goes to town 
on drums, while orchestra dishes up 
the hot type of barbaric swing 
musie without get int under house’ 
skin. A bit too noisy by local stand- 
ards. 

What bolsters the Harlem half are 
three colored acts worth an extra 
bow or two. Ella Fitzgerald sells 
it with her high, plaintaive voice, 
which carries off ballad effectively. 
Two hoofers, Norman and Blake, | 
vhip off yme fancv taps. Score 
clinched by Pegleg Bates. who can 
how up a lot of fast steppers any 
ty) ». ; 

Woolford’s trained dachshunds roll 

] 


natural for 
irtain. Geraldi and Joe 
the plaudits for their dancing. 

spins on head in adagi 
burlesque with effectiveness. 
Pullen. 


Darrels, a 


raise c ne 


)-acro- 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEW 





STATE, N. Y. 


Al Trahan turns this bill into a 
| wallop. Otherwise, it’s a weakie. 
| Supporting acts include Jackfe Hel- 
ller, Pritchard and Lord, Vox and 
| Walters and the Great Yacopis, all 
adequate but none a bonfire. Pic is 
|‘Double Wedding’ (MG), reviewed 
in VARIETY Sept. 22. 
(26) night. 

Standard act since way back when 
vaude was healthy, Trahan and his 
femme stooge repeat their assort- 
ment of roughhouse and uproar, In- 
cludes the familiar ivory-pummeling, 
burlesque of warbling, gesture 
toward hoofing, goofy patter and a 
takeoff of the Lunts doing 
Romeo-Juliet balcony scene. 


Another standard turn, the Great 
Yacopis, open the show with tecter- 
board stunts. Good stuff. There 
are now six fone woman) in the 


troupe. It was known simply as the 
Yacopis years ago when there were 
nine, 


Vox and Walters, mixed ventrilo- 
quist turn, have fair ability, but the 
material isn’t startling and the pair 
work too slowly. Traces of the 
Charlie McCarthy influence’ are 


noticeable. Act has been around for 
years, formerly being known 
Valentine Vox. 


as 


Just preceding Trahan is Jackie 
Heller. mite pop singer, playing a 
repat here Oke voice and enuncia- 
tion, but overworks Broadway style 
of personality-salesmanship. Could 
also skip the ultra thank-you-dear- 
audience routine profitably. Does 
three shrewdly contrasting numbers. 
‘Bob White,’ ‘Once in Awhile’ and 
‘Can’t Stop Me From _ Dreaming,’ 


then encores with ‘Vieni, Vieni.’ 
Pritchard and Lord (New Acts) 
are a dance turn gradually assuming 


‘the proportions of a variety unit. In- 
| cludes the name pair in two appear- 


of | 


juve trade, to! 


ances and with fairly elab 

They also have a ga 
companist onsiage and a lad getting 
considerable out of a harmonica. 
General impression okay for a closer. 


Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburzh, Nov. 28. 
First time ‘Lopez Speaking’ has 
come through a stage loudspeaker 
here in years and it signals the un- 
veiling of best outfit the sleek maes- 
tro has come up with since his hey- 
day more than a decade ago. 


yrate stag- 


1 plano ac- 


ing 
ing. 


Lowery, the whistling wiz, and 
Johnny Morris, the pop-eyed drum- 
mer. 


Lopez is carrying two male vocal- 
ists, Bob Litell and Bob Snell, both 
of them okay on a dance stand but 
should develop something a bit more 
punchy. 

Dance act of Nichols and 
ion early in the show, go over well. 
They’re the shag-dancing kids who 
made such a click here with 
Berigan few weeks ago and 
booked back immediately. 

Single other outside turn is Johnny 
Woods, one of the first of the radio 
im ersonators and, incidentally, one 
of the best, too. Woods is no stranger 
| here, having played practically every 
spot in town, and still a surefire 
shot in any lineup. Some of his 
voice mimicry is pretty ordinary but 
most of it’s good and when a little 
on the poor side, his slickly gagged 
material carries him over 

Lopez gets his inning at the piano 


Roberts 


were 


and makes the most of it. Pounds 
out four numbers, winding up with 
inevitable ‘Nola.’ and his uncanny 


keyboard wizardry supplies a wal- 
loping interlude jn the middle of all 
the band stuff. For the finish, 
i has a nice little speech as the cur- 
| tains close in and it’s a smart, show- 
' manly gesture. 

Stanley hasn't had any overtures 
since house leader. Dave Broudy, fell 
ill, with Charlie Riley taking charge 
of pit crew but only doing fillers. 
Picture. ‘Submarine D-l,’ and biz 
forte. Before first stage show went 
on they had quit selling tickets, cus- 
tomers hanging from rafters in every 
section of house. Par newsreel a defi- 
nite feature this week since it picks 


an All-American Eleven. includin¢t 
both Goldberg and Matisi of Pitt 
Applause terrific. Cohen. 


NATIONAL, L’VILLE 


7 
awit. 


Louisville, Nov. 

Currently keeping the wicket busy 
is a revue, headed by Faith Bacon. 
Miss Bacon is introed as the ‘last 
girl to be picked by Flo Ziegfeld a 


the most beautiful in America.’ 
Show, in a measure, lives up to 
extravagant boosts, with Miss Bacon 
turning in a couple of neat effort 
the ‘Dance of the Living Orchids’ 
and ‘Bird of Paradise.” She works 


in subdued blue lights, with chorus 
blending in some attractive pictures. 

Supporting acts are okay, headed 
by Roy Sedley, who garners plenty 
of laughs. Mixing some new mate- 
rial with plenty of old gags, Sedley 
even attempts a few dance step 


he | ‘ ; 
lof very fine looking boys with good 


Biz fair Friday | 


the | 


Lopez’s top specialists are still Fred | 


3unny | 


| Loew’s State. Openers, 





males, 


‘ 
turn loose a fast routine of 
tap dancing which registers. 


The Three St. John Bros. offer a 


| smooth turn of balancing stunts, and 


Clifford and Pear] man and 
woman team, hold up their portion 
of the bill prin inally on t clown- 
ing of the femme who iit her 
laughs by being rouchly and awk- 
wardly manhandled. They also essay 
a burlesque ballroom dance and exit 
with the femme toting |! b 
partner on her shoulde: 

Verne Wilcox. femme acro dance 
imulates a male di k and geis a 

igood hand. Allen and Parker vO | 


Al J eLage, magician, runs through 
a re atine of interesting tricks in the 
res of the bill. 


inish has all turns walking on for 
bews, with Miss Bacon as the central 
figure. 


Picture. ‘Over the Goal’ (WB) and 


house packed for opening show. 
Town flooded with cards, offering 
free admission to every 10th person 


stepping up to ticket window. 
Hold. 


FOX, DETROIT 
Detro t, No i 
There’s plenty of power in current 
show and an eyeful of Bavarian 
winter setting, attuned to Alpine 
mood of pic, Shirley Temple's ‘Heidi’ 
(20th). Show steps along swiftly, 


running only 45 minutes minus usual 
overture. It’s pleasantly diversified 


Lineup is headed by Nick Luca 
Others are Serge Flash, Les Gillis 
Trio, Three Kings and ‘Four Queen 


of Song,’ who figure in two of Gae 
Foster line’s routines. 
Precluding an overture. Sam Jack 


Kaufman's pit band is spiffily garbed 
in Bavarian costumes and located 

an outdoor bandstand on = stage. 
Revue type show is run off in ‘inter- 


a ” 1 
national’ style 


e, with house line ofi 
ing three different native routin 

Sixteen-girl line idept in a 
kiing routine, German band numbe1 
and a Bavarian setto ith Kaufman 
sticking ’em through a German fife 
tune. 

Nick Lucas’ warbling gets ek 
reception, accompanying himself on 
guitar. After offering several pop 
| ballads, Lucas fills requests from 
audience. 

Serge Flash crowds headliner for 


top honors. With a slithtly changed 
turn from previous occasions here, 
juggler sells his stuff with ease. Off 
to mammoth hand. 
Opening stanza delegated 
Trio, three male knockabouts (one 
a midget), who turn in mer ous 
comedy and hoofing. Three Kings, 
male tappers with gobs of s.a., gar- 
ner plenty of plaudits. Nifty as trio, 
terners are even better in solo turns. 
Nice crowd on hand at late show 
caught Friday evening (26). Pete, 


to Gillis 


tor 


CASINO, B’KLYN 


With the nod from License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss this former 
burley got a good start last week asa 
nabe vaudfilmer. Management vows 
it will have a laundered bill to build 
a family trade in this home area 

Shows are given in presentation 
style with a line of 12 girls and pit 
band of eight pieces. Large house 
not forte on second night, but it 
will take time to build. 

Show consisted of 
standards, couple of 


so 


number of 
which exited 
Variety Gam- 
have reduced their turn from 
mixed eight to six with just as good 
results on flying, flinging and tum- 
bling. Conrad and Emerson, pattery 
knockabout team, filled second rung 
o.k. Madge Delaney, cute brunet 
tapper, pleased in her two appear- 
ances, 

Marion 


bols, 


Belett and English Bros., 


| fast acro-eccentric-tumblers, do well. 


Running chatter is lightweizht, but 
not so with their muscular perform- 
ance. Girl takes falls, etc., doing 
very little fancy footwork. 

Following are the Fight 
Singers. chorus recruited 
cent ‘Virginia.’ Octet 


Virginia 
from re- 
is comprised 


voices which 
around a mike for 
‘Good-bye Jonah’ 
River.” John 


loosely 
‘Ranger’s Song,’ 
and ‘Ol’ Man 
Barry is featured in 
front, group backgrounding Very 
well done. Appear again later with 
sirl line in military formations ren- | 


they drape | 


dering ‘Stout Hearted Men.’ Barry 
has an unusual bass for a small 
young? man. 

Lewis and Ames confine act to 


chatter and one song. Good family 
stuff from start to finish and received 
heart est reception of lot. Ames, arm 
antics and reneated vushin®g of citch 
line gets a little thin. Should be 
drooned sooner or improved upon. 
Line is shapely (possible conces- 


sion to former stag attendees) and 
well drilled. Costuming also meri- 


torious. Production was not what it 
mictht have been in spotting of acts. 
Picture, ‘She Shall Have 
(Indie). 


Music’ 
Hurl. 


FOLIES BERGERE. 


(MEXICO CITY) 


Mexico City, Nov 26. 


Vode, a blend of American and 
Continental variety, has been pleas- 
antly and profitably revived’ here by 
J. Furstenberg and made the most 
popular spot of the kind in town. 

Current attraction is the ‘Ballet 
Parisien, headed by Nelly Dambre, 
from Pari Troupe, looker and 
teppers comprise <« femme and 

ipported by Noel Trio, two 
and a femme, which contribut i 
‘obatic juggling and comedy Bal- 
let performs a sweii French Car 
Can, first dance of the kind to 
{jone here in year 

Another featured team is Cantin- 
las and Medel, tramp comedia mind 

traight. Rest of the show is singing 
ind dancing, with custome: yrefe: 

ng the warbling i 


VARIETY 


wa 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Roxy currently has a tryout show 
dressed up with a snappy precision 
ling. Three of the five acts are noi 
in the files The other two are 
Cookie Bowers, pantomimist, and 
Paul Gordon, cyclist, both sight acts 


George Church, dancer; Fayne and 


Foster, instrumentalists, and Ben 
Yost’s White Guards, singing octet, 
are the other performers, with the 


snappy Gae Foster dancers. 

Church does a ballet tap, following 
the opening line number. The pre- 
sentation utilizes a stationary set 
the rear end of the stage, which is 
raised, to give a double vision effect 


on 


The dancer performs on the lowe 
stage, down front 
The line’s closing number is a 


waltz routine in which Church prob- 


ibly would achieve better reaction 
Also that closint number is too slow 
for a finisher and too blue. 


Fayne and “Foster mixed pair 


hammer away on musical glasses and 
bells fon two novelty numbers 
Yost’s yodelers are too spotless and 
rigid while singing romantic ballads 
and a medley of college choruses 

Sowers turns in his well remem- 
bered panto on a gent rising in the 
a.m., and a Conev Islander taking a 
dip in a public bath while the crowd 
laughs in anproval. However, he 
hould be showing new and more 
powerful stuff 

Gordon, on his low and high bikes 

okay He doe the customary 
fancy bike trick Shan, 


HIPP, BALTO 


3altimore, Nov. 29 
Stage doings this week run a bare 
10 minutes to accommodate screen- 
ing of ‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO), 
but it’s sock from the opening gun 


Setup ‘ntation stvle with 


state and Eddie Pea- 


in pre: 
house band on 


hody actin® as m.c., line-up has 
Stanley Brothers. Three X Sisters 
and Harris and Shore 

Peabody opens with two numbers 
on the banjo. sending matters off to 
a rousing start with ‘Poet and 
Peasant.’ Stanlev Bros. keep up the 
nace with a soecko routine of tum- 
bling and knockabout. The X 
sisters, following, look good and 
present showmanly stvle with their 
harmony arren’ements. 

Harris and Shore, comedy ball- 
roomers, wallov their funny ver- 
ions of a woltz, musical comedy 
flirtation and rhumba. 

Hard snot here for Peabody to 
come back into. but he does with 
q 


he 16-string guitar, fiddle and banjo 


Numerous encores. Does a great 
act, and a clean-cut m.c., aided by 
the standards, booked with him 


Burin. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 27 
even in it livelier 


Vaudeville, 


days, seldom presented a bill offer- 
ing more entertainment than the 
current one here. 

Headline honors go to Buster 


Shaver with Olive and George, who 
offer novelties — singing, dancing 
comedy and personality. 

The opener has Andrea Marcelle 
and Co. doing tiger dance, an adagio, 
and the closin’ nerformers, the Four 
Ortons, do a tight wirewalking act, 
which goes over. 

In spot followins, Britt Wood does 


his regular con.edy harmonica stuff, 
but seems to have slipped. 

Mack and _ Topsy, 
dancing knockabout turn, complete 
the bill. The act is fast all the way 
through, and two men and girl offer 


Von re 
ass, 


good 


a flock of new stuff. Slow motion 
bit is one of best seen. 

| Picture is ‘A Damsel in Distress® 
(RKO) 3usiness good on dinner 
show Friday. Loop. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

House is relying on Hollywood’s 
end of the program for interest this 
week, Vaude is strictly straight and 
standard, opening with acrobats, 
closing with a dance team and work- 
ing a juggler and a song ’n’ patter 
duo in between. It’s short and to 
the point, with no attempt to make 
anything more out of it during the 
four acts. 3Zut every performer 
a trouner and they deliver. 

Pit batonist Freddie Clarke plavs 
for the silent trailers, toots the fan- 
fare for Audrey Sieber, m.c., to slip 
through for introduction of the 
Honey Family. In latter, three girs, 

rking barelet7ed in yellow circus 


is 








dresses, do ground work while mas- 
culine trio, dolled up in Palm Beach 
lits, do the upper strata tumblins 
Kirby and Duval, the little lady 
ind the tall, skinny guy with the 
ck Ada innle, take over next 

for tring of patter that got ve 
mild receptior Threat of gent to 
lispl lor if ability nevet 
if } » 3 breal to } 
+ ‘ f } lined in # Vv wi h 
( I * enouch voice 
ena i » cavort throuch 
} ’ ) the tnve withe 
, being } ) ed by n e Cat 
r if t tl suild to a 
' ¢ $ re ju te 
) I t of the Iocal 
j hy t} a) nve 
HH ne t timing and de id- 

Th ied on page 52) 
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“SMASH HOLIDAY OPENINGS 1 
HOLDOVER PACE... couwrays 


CRITICS THRILL WITH PRAISE AS THE BIG ,, 
FUN SHOW DANCES ON!...for instance... 


NEW YORE: 


“Swell entertainment. . . Fred's drum dance rates the spontaneous burst of applause 
... burns and Allen have never been funnier on screen or radio.”— Kate Cameron, N. Y. 
Daily News... “‘Refreshing! . . . Captivating tunes and striking dance routines 
... highly entertaining.” — Howard Barnes, N. Y. World-Telegram... ‘‘Elements 
fresh, glib and agreeably presented ... What more can one ask of an Astaire show?” 
= Frank S. Nugent, N. Y. Times ... “Score includes hit material . . . fans will 
cheer drum dance . . . sportive and frolicsome .. . highly entertaining.”— Bland Johane- 
son, N. Y. Daily Mirror . . . “The whole thing moves with a lively and genial swing, 
its Gershwin tunes are among the best he ever composed .. . wittily authored and extreniely 
well acted against a sesperb production. .. \ngratiating and charming.”— William 
Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram . . . “This ‘Damsel’ is in no distress at all . . . what T 
with Astaire dancing, Gracie Allen and George Burns cutting capers, Reginald Gardiner and Ray 
Noble spoofing along, a Berman production and a Gershwin score.”— Regina Crewe, N. Y. 
Journal & American... “‘A happy musical... with a corking score 
—one of those certain to haunt the ballrooms for months .. . Fred’s tapping sparkling, 
delightful.” Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun...“4EXx cellent... ti. Fred Astaire 
is at his nimble and most engaging best. . -picture boasts the ail a p choicest 
wmnusical score and the most truly amusing mt yet to he 4 Om ee p offered | 
=frene Thirer, foam _ fo MY. Post | 2] 4 
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Holtywood, Nov. 309. 

Picture mills continued their grinding, reaching for a total of 591 pic- | 
tures promised for the current season. Total was swelled from its previous 
588 by one extra picture turned out by Harry Sherman for Paramount re- 


Columbia 


Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Shoet- Cuiling Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
Features sib 16 9 3 » 20 3 
Westerns chews 22 5 0 2 14 2 
David Loew 2 0 1 0 1 I 
Total 64 14 4 11 35 b 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘’vLL TAKE ROMANCE, produced by Everett Riskin; directed bs 


Edward H. Grifiith, photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. Cust: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin 
Andre Berznver, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Waiter Kingsford. 

‘ALL AMERICA’ SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Imwing Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 


Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- | 
mons: photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr, 
Gene Morgan. Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis 
De Pren. 

‘SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed 
by Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmar Daves; photegraphed by Merritt Gerstad, 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Pairicia Farr. 

‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN, produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit, directed by Lambert Hillyer, original by Mortimer Braus; 
screen play by Saul Elkins; phetographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Sara 


Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Mayo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur 
Loft. Bess Flowers. } 
‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C 
Coleman, Jr., original by Martin Mooney; screen play by Michael Simmons; 
photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Don Terry, Mary Russell, Robert 

Warwick, James Hollywood, George McKay. 

‘MURDER IN SWINGTIME,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Leon Barsha; original by Fred Pedersen: screen 
play by Robert Kent and Henry Taylor; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Cast: Don Terry, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Paige, Rita Hayworth. John Gal- 
laudet, Gene Morgan. 

‘OUTLAWS OF THE PRAIRIE,” formerly titled ‘SINGING RANGERS,’ 
produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam 
Nelson; original by Doris Schroeder; screen play by Ed Earl Repp. Cast: 
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Donald Grayson, Dick Curtis. 

‘LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK,’ formerly titled ‘WONDER CHILD,’ pro- 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Aubrey Scotto; original by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Grace Neville: screen play | 
by Niblo, Miss Neville and Michael Simmons; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Leo Carrillo, Margaret Irving, Scott Colton, 
Inez Palange, Jacqueline Wells. 

‘PENITENTIARY.’ formerly titled ‘CRIMINAL CODE,’ produced by 
Robert North; directed by John Brahm; from play by Martin Flavin; screen ' 
play by Seton I. Miller and Fred Niblo, Jr. Cast: Walter Connolly. 

‘NO TIME TO MARRY,’ formerly titled “THE NIGHT BEFORE,’ pro- 
duced by Nat Perrin; directed by Harry Lachman; original by Paul Gallico; 
screen play by Paul Jarrice. Cast: Richard Arlen, Mary Astor, Lionel 
a al Virginia Dale, Thurston Hall, Marjorie Gateson, Arthur Loft, Paul | 

urst. 

‘LONE RIDER,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; 
directed by Sam Nelson; original by Folmer Blangsted; screen play by Ed. 
Ear} Repp; photcgraphed by John Boyle. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris 
Meredith, Donald Grayson, Dick Curtis, Allen Brook, Sons of the Pioneers. 

“elumbia Pictures New-in Preduction 


Lewis D. Collins: original by Howard Green; screen play by Jefferson 
Parker; photographed by James Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, 
Craig Reynolds, Douglas Wood, Spencer Charters, Maurice Cass, Marjorie 
Gateson, Tom Kennedy, Corbet Morris, Dorothy Appleby, Gilbert Emery, 
John Wray. Sheila Bromley, Tully Marshall, Greta Meyer. 

‘CAMPUS MYSTERY,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by Earl Felton; no 
photographer credit. Cast: Scott Colton, Mary Russell, Frank C. Wilson, 
Phillip Ahn, J. Farrell MacDonald, Arthur Loft, Nick Lukats. 

‘YOU CAN’T WIN,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.: screen play by Arthur T. 
Horman; photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Don Terry, Jacqueline 
Wells. Robert Paige, Gene Morgan, Thurston Hall, George MeKay. 

‘WIDE OPEN FACES,’ produced by David L. Loew: directed by Kurt 
Neumann; screen play by Joe Bigelow. Cast: Joe E. Brown, Lyda Roberti. 


Greed Bilton! 


New Balanee te 
New im Be Placed Steries in 








Number Number 


of Pix Cem- Sheet- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Roems Cameras tion 
Pentares ....cevess 43 il 1 « 31 7 
Cy 22 3 @ 2 17 2 
WE occscavenes 65 14 1 2° 48 9 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: , 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor pieture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tomi Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Feil, Billy Van Every. 


‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- | 
ley Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original sereen play by Edmond | 


Kelso; photographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Ann Evers, Hor- 
ace Murphy, Snub Pollard, Charles King. 


Grand National Pix New in Production 


“PHE SHADOW SPEAKS,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; | 


directed by Chartes Lamont; original sereen play by Jack Nattetord: photo- 
graphed by Marcel Picard. Cast: Rod LaRocque. 


Metro 


Balance to 
be Placed 


Now 


Number Number Now in Stories in 


of Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Reems Cameras tien 
Features .......... 48 12 5 6 25 7 
OO ee 2. eee i 0 I 0 3 1 
DE A ctaceavace 52 2 6 6 28 * 
Pictures now in the tiling rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
J. Welter Ruben; original by Ruben, Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond Hat- 
ton. Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stene, Bruce Cabot, Larry. Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Nosh Beery, Sr., 
Ariiur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

‘THE FOUR MARYS,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Rich- 
ard Thorpe; original by Fanny Heaslip Lea; photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, Franchot Tone, Walter Pidgeon, Nana 
Bryant, Leonard Penn, Ruth Hussey. Rita Johnson. 

‘MANNEQUIN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz: directed by Frank Bor- 
@agc¢; original by Katharine Brush, photographed by George Folsey. Cast: 


‘lease and two promised by David L. Loew for Columbia release. 


Adva nie Production Chart 


So far 174 have been completed, either released or ready for theatres. 
With 39 in production, 78 waiting preview and less than half the season's 
total to go, or 300, no shortage of pix is in sight. 


Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy, Alan Curtis, Mary Phillips, Leo Gorcey, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Oscar O'Shea. ; 
‘EVERYBODY SING,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Edwin L. 
Marin; original story by Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan Woolf; other 
writer credits not available as yet; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: 
Allan Jones, Fanny Brice, Judy Garland, Billie Burke, Reginald Owen, 
Lynne Carver. ; os 
“MATTER OF PRIDE,’ no producer credit; directed by William Thiele, 
original by William C. White; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: 
Frank Morgan, John Beal, Florence Rice, Herman Bing, Cora Witherspoon, 
Janet Beecher, Erik Rhodes, E. E. Clive, George Givot. _ 
‘ROSALIE,’ produced by William Anthony McGuire; directed by W. S. 
Van Dyke; photographed by Oliver Marsh; no writing credits as yet. Cast: 
Nelson Eddy. Eleanor Powell, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Ilona Massey, 
Edna May Oliver, Virginia Gray, Reginald Owen, Janet Beecher. 
Metre Pix New in Production 
‘GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST,’ produced by William Anthony c 
Guire; directed by Robert Z. Leonard; from the stage play by David 
Belasco; screen play by William Anthony McGuire; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Leo Carrillo, Buddy 
Ebsen, Ray Bolger, Leonard Penn, Priscilla Lawson. oe ; 
‘ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS,’ produced by John W. Considine, or.; 
directed by Geore Fitzmaurice; original from story by Maurice Leblanc; 
no other writer credits as yet announced; photographed by John Seitz. 








Mc- | 


| 
| 


| 


Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce, Warren William, John Halliday, | 


Monty Woolly, George Douglas, Leonard Penn. 


‘BENEFITS FORGOT,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 


Clarence Brown; novel by Honore Willsie Morrow; photographed by 
'Charles Lawton. Cast: Walter Huston, James Stewart, Beulah Bondi, 


Charles Coburn, Ted Healy. Charley Grapewin, Guy Kibbee. ca 
‘THREE MEN IN THE SNOW,’ no producer credit; directed by Eddie 
Buzzell: original from novel by Erich Kaestner; no other writer credits as 
vet. Cast: Robert Young, Frank Morgan, Florence Rice, Reginald Owen, 
Edna Mae Oliver, Henry Hull. 
‘LOVE IS A HEADACHE,’ no producer credit; directed by Richard 
Thorpe; from novel, “Twins for Her Majesty’ by Lou Heifetz and Herbert 
Klein: no other writer credits as yet. Cast: Gladys George, Franchot Tone, 
Mickey Rooney, Barnett Parker, Ted Healy. 
‘MERRILY WE LIVE,’ (Hal Roacn) produced by Milton H. Bren; directed 
by Norman Z. McLeod; original by E. J. Rath, screen play by Eddie Moran 





and Jack Jevne. Cast: Constance Bennett, Brian Aherne, Alan Mowbray, | 


Billie Burke, Bonita Granville, Tom Brown, Patsy Kelly. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Ni mber Now in Be Placed Stories in 

ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WOMOMEOS io. kcsseas 26 15 0 1 10 5 
WOMOEED oo ci cesses 16 4 0 2 10 2 
TNS Sidi scdeves 42 19 0 3 20 q 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


| tions 


| heavyweight 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
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52nd St. Brain Trust 














(Continued from page 1) 





David Stern, publisher, and Arthur 
Garfield Hays, w.k. attorney. And 
Mike Romanoff. 

Staff of players includes one ex- 
realtor, one cutter, a former orch 
leader, who still plays fiddling dates, 
one ex-school teacher and one ex- 
pert who formerly lived on his pre- 
depresh incom~, Hours for the work- 


| ing chess and checkermen are tough, 


since a day’s labor starts at 11 am. 
and often lasts until 3 or 4 a.m. It's 
strictly an open shop affair, players 
being non-union. Some players hold 
down daytime jobs and work he e at 
night. 

When caught there we-e 
checker and five chess games 
operation. Management reporis that 
chess is on the upswing lately with 
the chills driving the intellect in- 
doors. Both games fall off jn the 
summer time along with the gen- 
eral exodus. 


four 


- 
Operation is on a 50-50 basis. half 
going to the house. Latter is under 


the management of Schork and 
Schaffer, who control five of the 
amusement and museum spots in 


N. Y., two on 42nd Street, and two 
on Sixth Avenue in addition to the 


Broadway salon. Gross was for- 
merly $250,000 a year until the prize 
lure was abolished. It’s a lot less 


now. 
42d St. 
In the museum show, which S.&S. 
control on 42nd street, bill cu: 
includes 12 acts for a dime. Att 
there include a lion act, a 
magicker, a double-talker and 
usual other medicine show acts. 
Jack 


Museum 


tly 


aC- 


former world's 
champ, is currently 


playing the dime museum circuit and 


Johnson, 


comes back in to this spot at Xmas 
for a repeat. 

Another popular act which does 
well at the medicine show, is Can- 
nonball Richards, who offers $500 
reward for anyone who can knock 


him down with a poke in the guts. 


‘DANGER VALLEY,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; original Jack Dempsey tried it two months 


sereen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longenecker. 


Price. 

‘ROMANCE OF THE ROCKIES,’ produced and directed by R. N. Brad- 
bury; original screen play by Robert Emmett: photographed by 
Longenecker. Cast: Tom Keene, Beryl Wallace, Earl Dwire, 
Murphy. 


“TELEPHONE OPERATOR,’ produced by Lon Young: directed by Scott | 


Pembroke; original by John Krafft; screen play by Scott Darling; photo- 
graphed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Judith Allen, Grant Withers, Alice 


| White, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty. 
‘A DANGEROUS AFFAIR,’ produced by ‘Larry Darmour: directed by | 


Paramount 








Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ef Serre err. 36 17 4 } 9 4 
| Harry Sherman... 7 3 6 3 1 1 
| Emanuel Cohen... & 0 1 2 5 2 
B. P. Schulberg x x 0 6 0 0 
co Be ee 59 28 5 1} 15 7 


| Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

| ‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by: Emanuel Cohen; directed by E. A. 
| Dupent; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and Doris 
| Malloy; photographed bv Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni. 
| ‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
| Barton; screen play by Stuart Anthony and Robert Yost; from novel by 
' Zane Grey. Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt, John Mack Brown, Syd 

Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, James Craig, Lucien 
| Littlefield. 
| ‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 

brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake; screen play by Paul 
| Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
| Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Bob Burns, Llovd Nolan, Mary -Nash, 

Ralph Morgan, Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 

Borland. 
| ‘ROMANCE IN THE DARK,’ formerly titled ‘THE YELLOW NIGHT- 
| INGALE,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; directed by H. C: Potter; screen 
|; play by Frank Partos and Anne Morrison Chapin; based on play by 
Hermann Bahr; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys Swarth- 
out, John Boles, John Barrymore, Clair Dodd, Fritz Feld. 

‘CASSIDY OF BAR 20,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les 
| Selander, screen play by Norman Houston; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
| ford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Frank Darien, Russell Hay- 

den, Nora Lane, Rober: Fiske, John Elliott. 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner: screen play by Edwin Justus Mayer, Harold 
Lamb and C. Gardner Sullivan from Jeanie MacPherson’s adaptation of 
| ‘Lafitte, the Pirate,’ by Lyle Saxon. Cast: Fredric March, Franciska Gaal, 

Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Douglas Dumbrille, Robert 


! Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bor.di, Margot Grahame, Spring Byington. | 


‘DAUGHTER OF SHANGHAL,” general office production: directed by 
Robert Florey; original by Garnett Weston: screen play by Garnett Weston 
and Gladys Unger; photographed by Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Anna 
May Wong, Philip Ahn, Charles Bickford, Larry Crabbe, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Anthony Quinn, J. Carrol Naish, Ching Wah Lee. 

‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ Major Pictures production: produced by 
Emanuel Cohen; directed by Edward Sutherland; screen play by Mae West; 
Cast: Mae West, Edmunc. Lowe, Charlie Butterworth, Walter Catlett. 


‘SCANDAL STREET,’ formerly titled ‘THEY KNEW WHAT HAPPENED,’ | 


produced by general manager's office; directed by James 
play by Bertram Millhauser and Eddie Welch: based on story by Vera 
Caspary; photographed by.Henry Sharp. Cast: Lew Ayres, Louise Camp- 
bell, Porter Hall, Roscoe Karns, Virginia Weidler, Edgar Kennedy and 
Cecil Cunningham. 
| ‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by Harry Sherman: direcied by Les Selander: 
| original by Clarence E. Mulford; screen play by Norman Houston; photo- 
graphed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Bovd. George Huves, Russell 
Havden, John Elliott, Billy King, Natalie Moorhead. 

‘PARTNERS OF THE PLAIN,’ formerly tilled ‘MEN HAVE TO FIGHT,’ 
produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Sel: screen play by 


inder: 


Bert | 


Hogan: screen | 


oe = ; ; “ast: | ago and failed. 
Jack Randall, Lois Wilde, Charles King, Ernie Adams, Earl Dwire, Hal | told re 8 
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Horace | 
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| Harrison Jacobs; original story by Clarence E. Multord; photographed by | 


| (Continued on page 24) 
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There's also a story 
Strapping Negro who 
wanted to get married and buy him- 
self a house with the cash who took 
in five shows for as many whacks at 


Cannonball. He's still single, how- 
ever. 
S. & S. also control Professor 


Heckler’s flea circus. t's currently 
operated by the son of the original 
Professor who died last year and 
whose mouth full of gold teeth as 
well’ as his fleas made him a w.k:. 
figure in museum circles. Young 
Prof. Heckler is more progressive 
and has been on the air three times 
this year, once for Shell Oi]. He still 
feeds his troupe of 50 fleas twice a 
day in the old-fashioned way how- 
ever, from the arm. 


The Sports Palace on Broadway is 
generally regarded by many’ as a 
mere hangout for visiting peasants. 
It does, however, draw quite a few 
of the Broadway mob. From amuses 
ment biz circles it’s stated that free 
quent patrons include Eddie Cantor, 
Abe Lyman, Mae Murray and Dick 
Himber. Miss Murray, it’s reported, 
comes in in her mink wrap to shoot 
birds and Himber is declared to be 
highly proud of his pin ball hockey 
skill. 


Seattle Orpheum Says 
Its Debts Are $2,117,855 


Seattle Orpheum Co., owes $2.117.- 
855 and its assets amount to $10,474, 
according to schedules in bankruptcy 
filed in N. Y. federal court on Friday 
(26) and okayed by O. R. McMahon 
v.p. of the corporation. The Or- 
pheum Circuit subsid recently en- 
tered a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy. 

‘The biggest items listed as liabili- 


ties are the outstanding $1.000.000 
first mortgage gold notes issued in 


1926 and $999,379 on a note originally 
given Orpheum Circuit for loans but 
which is now held by Stadium Thea- 
tres Corp, 

The corporation's Seattle theatre 
and office building, valued at $1.007,- 
738, was recently placed on sale 1! 
foreclosure proceedings. 


Utah Trailer Beught 
Hollywood, Nov. 30 
title of ‘Utah Trail’ has 
acquired by Grand National 
from Southern Musie Co., and song 
of that name will be incorporated in 

film. 
Tex Ritter tops casi, Edwase 
ney producing, 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete churt of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
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WEER . .. ale 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIMt LEVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. RY Arete 
LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. Parker ay McCar ao 
10/8/37 RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. Hughes Ws ony at Hy 
Ee : ‘ 11/10 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R. Karns Ralph Murphy 66 10/20 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw Killy 38 v 29 
n> THE WRONG ROAD Colbert Clark Rep Melodrama R. Cromwell-L. Atwill J. Cruze 62 4 13 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 18 i0 6 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gun Males 55 ° 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama L. Banks-F. Robson Tim Whelan 84 5/19 
—E MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley = 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin ae 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy ws Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 
10 15/37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Ai S. Rogell 68 11/3 —— 
: Ok. SYN GB GB Drama George Arliss Neill-Howell 81 9/3 
WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 48 
DOUBLE WEDDING J. Man!ziewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe a5 9/22 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono ‘Yutdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury l. V. Willat 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 59 9/20 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 98 9 ‘AS 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedewick 73 9/1 
TRIGGER TRIO Sol Siegel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 85 11/10 
THAT'S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Salkow 63 12/] 
OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy WB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10 a 
/ THE AWFUL TRUTH Fverett Rickin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Cary Grant Leo McCarey a 
10, 22/37 KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson - 40/20 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M.& A. Alexinder GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 57 10/2 
LIVE. LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr BR. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 78 10/20 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Srintell 67 11/24 
es CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 68 9 23 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Elondell Michael! Curtiz 82 9/2 
10/29/37 TRAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 65 11/10 
E TEX RIDES WiTH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Kitter Rav Tavlor 66 11/3 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 
FEDER AY, BULUETS Lon Young Mono Drama M. Stone-T. Walker Karl Brown 61 10/27 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 12 9/15 
THERE GVES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Stecle Sam Newfield 56 11/3 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler 80 10/20 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/37 SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 63 11/10 
is THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
DANGER VALLEY R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
HOLD ’EM. NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 62 41/10 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I. Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 10/20 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr. 12 11/10 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 81 12/1 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 70 11/3 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WRB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11/12/37 V’LL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 
’ MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 81 11/10 
THE BARRIER H Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrillo-J. Parker Les Selander 90 11/3 
Ch LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers 60 11/3 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 60 11/24 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair 6e 10/20 
| STORM IN A TEACUP Korda UA Rom-Dr V. Leigh-R. Harrison V. Saville 88 9/9 
MURDER IN DIAMOND ROW A. Korda UA Melodrama E. Lowe-S. Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 15 11/17 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ’38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 90 10/27 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 60 12/1 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 
} FRONTIER TOWN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
= NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 11/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 
| DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 100 11/24 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobin I. Pichel 
| SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 15 11/10 
i 52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrille H. Young ea 10/6 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown ws Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo 90 7/21 
| 11/26/37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Desti M. Gering 
j THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom R. Sinclair-M. Rooney J. W. Rubin 80 11/17 
! COUNTY FAIR E. B. Derr Mono Rom-Com J. F. MacDonald-M. L. Lender H. Bretherton 11 11/24 
| EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F, Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 
HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 70 11/10 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
45 FATHERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tinling 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 715 11/10 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 15 12/1 
ew SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS FE. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 11/10 
SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman WwB Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 
12/3/37 ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHFART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com S. Colton-P. Farr L. Hillyer 
. BEG, BORROW OR STEAL Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F. Rice-F. Morgan W. Thiele 70 12/1 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom E. Arnold-S. Ross-Trent Richard Wallace 85 11/17 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaugnan Edw. Killy 
GLAMOROUS NIGHT Ww. C. Mycroft Rep Musical M. Ellis-O. Kruger B. D. Hurst 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 20th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods Alfred Werker 6a 11/10 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE F. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. S. Simon 
FIRST LADY H. J. Brown WR Rom-Com K. Francis-P. Foster Stan Logan 82 9/1 
12/10/37 THE SHADOW W. MacDonald Col Melodrama R. Hayworth-C. Quigley C. C. Coleman,Jr. 57 
YOU’RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE Harrv Rapf MGM Comedy L. Stone-C. Parker C. Dorian 80 
| LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Payne-S. Ardler E. A. Dupont 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Eilers-J. Beal Lew Landers 59 11/24 
BORROWING TROUBLE Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byingten Frank Strayer 60 11/17 
| ADVENTURE’S END U U Spectacle J. Wayne-D. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
| MISSING WITNESSES Brvan Foy WB Melodrama J. Litel-J. Dale Wm. Clemens 
12/17/37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 
NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Me! Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 12 9 29 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J W. Rubin 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
a TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E, Holm D. R. Lederman 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda JA Melodrama C. Brook-A. Todd Tim Whelan 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 57 11/17 
12 24 37 NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry T.>nedon 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
ROSALIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddy-E. Powell-Bolger W.S. Van Dvke 
TRUE CONFESSION Albert Lewin Por Comedy C. Lombard-MacMurray Wesley Ruesles 85 11/24 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Lasky RKO Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakie Raoul Walsh 80 12/1 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster 66 
} ADVENTURES MARCO POLO S. Goldwyn UA Rom-Dr G. Cooper-S. Gurie Archie Mavo 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSvlva U Musical A. Faye-G. Murphy David Butler 
TOVARICH Robt. Lord WB Drama C. Colbert-C, Boyer Anatole Litvak 
12 31/37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE H. L. Decker Col Weste>n C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
M AN-PROOF L. PD. Lishton MGM Com-Dr. Loy-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorne 
BIG BROADCAST OF °38 H. Thomnson Par Musical W. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour Mitch IT eisen 
WOMEN HAVE A WAY Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr. M. Hopkins-R. Milland Leivh Jocon 
4 LOVE AND HISSES K. MacCowan 20th Musical Winchell-Rernie-Simon Sid Ionficld 
“ INTERNATIONAL SPY Trem Carr U M ler Wm. Hall-F. Ralston 7 Vata 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff ws Musical D. Powell-F. Langford usby Berkeley 
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It made stage history! It’s mal king ad V 
- got everything you could ask to mak € 
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LNA ERY, 


WHAT A STAGE 
RECORD iT HAS! 


A 4-year sellout and 
still running! 








A million-dollar gross 
in New York alone! 


A mass smash in 25 
different countries! 


265 leading critics said 
it’s the best comedy- 
romance of the age! 


— — 


7 
PERRI SSR OS 





‘‘The reports from the 
coast have it that 


WARNERS’ } 


‘Tovarich’ tops the 
play’s version!’’ 


5 : SENTRA NOR 


Radio City 
Music Hall 





al } R KILIAN: eAn ANATOLE LITVAK Prod’n 
bb by Robert E. Sherwood * Music by Max Steiner __ grabbed it weeks ago 


as their Holiday show! 
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Advance Production Chart 


+Continued from page 20) 
Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Harvey Clark, Gwenn 
Gaze, Hilda Plowright. John Warburton. 
Paramount Pix Now in Preduction 
‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938, produced by Harlan Thompson; directed 
by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Walter DeLeon, Francis Martin, and 
Ken Englund; based on adaptation by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 


of story by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan. Cast: W. C. Fields, Martha Raye, 


Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten | 


Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields, 


‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titled ‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 


O’ROON,’ Major Pictures preduction; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed 
by Frank Tuttle; original by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and 
Richard Connell; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary 
Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie, Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews. 

‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ produced and directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based on play 
by Alfred Savoir; photographed sv Leo Tover. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Gary Cooper, Edward Everett Horton, David Niven, Luis Alberni, Tyler 
Brooke. 

‘HER JUNGLE LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by George 
Archainbaud; no other credits available as yet; photographed by Ray Ren- 
nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man. 


‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott 


ror Ronald Davidson and Lois Eby; from radio serial of same title; 


photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix. 


| 


| 20th Century-Fox 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SS) errr 52 18 6 4 24 8 
Sel DOsG08. ss ssee ; 6 2 0 2 2 2 
D) Wetee oats cueses ‘ 58 20 6 6 26 ié 


Piciures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy. Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘LOVE AND HISSES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Sid- 


ney Lanfield; original screen play by Arthur Arthur and Curtis Kenyon, Jr. 
Cast: Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, Simone Simon, Joan Davis, Dick Bald- | 


win, Wally Vernon, Bert Lahr. os 
‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; no 
other writer credits yet announced; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: 
Shirley Temple, Gloria Stuart, Randolph Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, 


Alan Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, William Demarest, Slim Summerville, Ray- | 


mond Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters. 
‘TARZAN’S REVENGE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by D. Ross 


Nugent; original by Francis and Marion Cockrell. Cast: Harold Lloyd, Lederman; original by Edgar Rice Burroughs; screen play by Jay_Vann 


Phyllis Welch. 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ee eee 43 14 3 5 21 15 
A errr rrr 6 0 0 0 6 z 
Sol Lesser=....... 3 ! 1 0 1 1 
David Loew...... 2 2 0 0 e ts) 
Walt Disney...... 1 0 1 6 6 e 
ee eee ee 55 17 5 s 28 18 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘HITTING A NEW HIGH,’ formerly titled ‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BE- 
FORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by Raoul Walsh; original by 
Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play by Gertrude Purcell and 
John Twist; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lily Pons, John Howard, 
Jack Oakie, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, Billy Gilbert, Eduardo 
Ciannelli. 

‘SHE’S GOT EVERYTHING,’ formerly titled ‘SHE’S GOT THAT SWING,’ 
produced by Aibert Lewis; directed by Joseph Santley; original by Joseph 
Hoffman and Monroe Shaff; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Gene 
Raymond, Ann Sothern, Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Billy Gilbert, 
William Brisbane, Alan Bruce. 


‘CRASHING HOLLYWOOD,’ formerly titled ‘LIGHTS OUT,’ produced 
by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; play by Paul Dickey and Mann 
Page; screen play by Paul Yawitz and Gladys Atwater; photographed by 
Nick Musuraca. Cast: Lee Tracy, Joan Woodbury, Lee Patrick, Paul Guil- 
hon Richard Lane, Bradley Page, Tom Kennedy, Frank M. Thomas, Jack 

arson. 

‘EVERYBODY’S DOING IT,’ formerly titled ‘EASY MILLIONS,’ pro- 
duced by William Sistrom; directed by Christy Cabanne; original by George 
Beck; screen play by J. Robert Bren, Edmund Joseph and Harry Segall: 
photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Preston Foster, Sally Eilers, Paul Guil- 
foyle, Cecil Kellaway, Lorraine Krueger. 

‘WISE GIRL,’ formerly titled ‘WOMEN HAVE A WAY,’ formerly titled 
‘THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed 
by Leigh Jason; original by Allan Scott and Charles Norman; screen play 





by Scott; photographed by Peverell Marlay. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Ray 
Milland, Walter Abel, Henry Stephenson, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard | 
Hawks; original by Hagar ilde; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
| on ie Hepburn, Cary Grant, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Wesley 
arry. 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
‘Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 

‘SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon 


and Robert Lee Johnson. Cast: Glenn Morris, Eleanor Holm, George 
Barbier, Hedda Hopper, C. Henry Gordon. 

| ‘CHECKERS,’ produced by John Stone; directed by H. Bruce Humber- 
| stone; no story credits yet announced; photographed by Daniel B. Clark. 
| Cast: Jane Withers, Stuart Erwin, Una Merkel, Marvin Stephens, Marcia 
|! Mae Jones. 

| ‘HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray 


| Taylor; original story by Harold Bell Wright; screen play by Dan Jarrett; 
| photographed by Allan Thompson. ; 
| Benny Burt, Harry Woods, George Regas, Pat O’Brien. 


Cast: Smith Ballew, Evalyn Knapp, 


20th-Fox Pictures Now in Productien 


‘SALLY, IRENE AND MARY,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by | 


William Seiter; from play by Edward Dowling and Agnes Wood; no other 
writing credits as yet announced; photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Alice Faye, Joan Davis, Fred Allen, Gregory Ratoff, Marjorie Weaver, 
Tony Martin, Louise Hovick, Raymond Scott Quintet, Jimmy Durante. 

‘HAPPY ENDING,’ produced by Dave Hempstead; directed by Roy Del 
Ruth; no writer credits as yet; photographed by John Mescal. Cast: Sonja 
Henie, Don Ameche, Jean Hersholt, Ethel Merman, Cesar Romero, Leah 
Ray, Raymond Scott Quintet, the Peters Sisters, the Condos Brothers. 

‘LOVE ON A BUDGET,’ associate producer, Max Golden; directed by 
Bert Levy; no writer credits as yet. Cast: Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, 
Jed Prouty, Alan Dinehart, Russell Gleason, George Ernest, Billy Mahn, 
Marvin Stephens. 

‘SHANGHAI DEADLINE,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Eugene Forde; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick from 
novel by LaSalle Gilman. Cast: George Sanders, Doiores Dei Rio, June 
Lang, Peter Lorre, Jean Hersholt, Slim Summerville, J. Edward Bromberg, 
John Carradine, Keye Luke, Dick Baldwin, Borrah Minevitch and His 
Gang, Leon Ames, Ruth Terry. 

‘HEADLINE HUNTRESS,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
James Tinling; original by Stewart Edward White. Cast: Michael Whalen, 
Gloria Stuart, Lyle Talbot, Jane Darwell, Delmar Watson, Harold Goodwin. 

‘BLONDE MOLL,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Alfred 
Werker; no writer credits as yet. Cast: Phyllis Brooks, Esther Muir, 
Adrianne Ames, Ricardo Cortez, Harold Huber, Eve Arden, Robert Wilcox, 
Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler. 


United Artists 





New Balance te 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Geldwyn.. 6 3 6 2 1 4 
Alexander Korda. 6 e 6 0 6 6 
OGNNE 4.6%40-0640 “ 5 2 6 1 2 4 
Walter Wanger... 8 2 0 1 5 R 
Chaplin ...... cece 1 6 6 0 1 1 
London Films.... K 1 0 ° 7 8 
i eee coon 34 a 6 a 22 28 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 
‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger: directed by 





now being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

‘HAWAII CALLS,’ poweuese by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline: 
original by Don Blanding; screen play by Wanda Tuchock; photographed 
by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, Ned Sparks, Raymond Paige, Pua 
Lani, Mamo Clark, Irvin S. Cobb. 

‘RADIO CITY REVELS,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Ben 
Stoloff; original story by Matt Brooks and Eddie Davis; photographed by 
Roy Hunt. Cast: Milton Berle, Bob Burns, Jack Oakie, Victor Moore, Helen 
Broderick, Kenny Baker, Ann Miller, Jane Froman, Parkyakarkus. 


Repablic 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
er rer 52 & 3 7 34 24 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 


‘THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom: directed by 
Irving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien Carey; screen play by Adele 
Buffington. Cast: Allan Lane, Heather Angel, Genevieve Tobin, Joseph 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN,’ (serial) produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Johnson Mc- 
Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 
Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes. 

‘NEWS IN THE AIR,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Nick 
Grinde; original screen play by Wellyn Totman and Jack Townley; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Wallace Ford, June Travis, Dean Jagger, 
Arthur Lake, Syd Saylor. 

‘WILD HORSE RODEO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by George 
Sherman; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Betty Burbridge. 
Cast: Bob Livingstone. Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan. 

‘THE LADY MISBEHAVES,’ produced by Al Levoy: directed by Lloyd 
Corrigan; original by Joe Krumgold: screen play by Krumgold and Olive 
Cooper; photographed by Harry Wilde. Cast: Sally Eilers, Neil Hamilton, 
Joseph Schildkraut. Marcia Mae Jones, George Ernest, Mary Gordon. 

‘SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by 
Joe Kane; original screen play by Gilbert Wright and Betty Burbridge: 
photographed by Ernest Miller. 
Rowles. Ula Love, Ruth Bacon, Jane Hunt. 

‘MAMA RUNS WILD,’ produced by Ralph Staub; directed by Ralph 
Staub; original by Gordon Kahn; screen play by Gordon Kahn and Hal 
Yates; additional dialog by Paul Gerard Smith; photographed by Ernest 
Miller. Cast: Mary Boland, Ernest Truex, Max Terhune, William Henry, 
Lynn Roberts. 

Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘OUTSIDE OF PARADISE,’ produced by Harry Sauber; directed by John 
Auer: original by Harry Sauber; screen play by Sauber; photographed by 
Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Dorothy McNulty, Mischa Moody, Ruth 


Coleman, Joe E. Marks, Cliff Nazarro, Lynd Hays, Renie Riano, Mary | 


Forbes, Holmes Herbert. 

‘OLD BARN DANCE,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Joe Kane: 
original by Bernard McConville; screen play by Charles Francis Royal and 
Oliver Drake; photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley 
Burnette, Colorado Hill Billies. 

‘THE LONE RANGER,’ 
William Witney and Jack English; screen play by Barry Shipman, Franklin 


Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Polly | 


(serial) produced by Sol Siegel: directed by | 


Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda; Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt. Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; photo- 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary’ Cooper, Sigrid 
Gurie, Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentchler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Philip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Victor Kilian, 
Frank McGlynn, Sr. 

‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall; photography by Gregg Toland; original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou, the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann, Phil Baker, Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clar's, Ella Logan, William Dollar, 
; George Balanchine’s American Ballet, Andrea Leeds. 


Universal 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WOONE Sods sa vhesans 50 13 5 x 25 10 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones: directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jon-s, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams 
Evelyn Bren, Lee Phelps. : 
__ ‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr: directed by Joe 
| Lewis; original screen play by Jay Norton Baker; photographed by V 
| Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell i 


! 


| Knight, Carl Stockdale. 





MacDonald, Fuzzy 


| O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
| Fuzzy Knight. 
| “TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ produced by Henry MacRae: directed by Ford 
| Beebe; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe 
| Cast: Frankie Thomas, Frances Robinson. F 
‘PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ produced by 
| directed bv S. Sylvan Simon; original by John Reinhardt and Robert Ne- 
ville: screen play by James Mulhauser, Robert T. Shannon and Albert R. 
| Perkins. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Kent Taylor, Mischa Bauer, Dorothea Kent 
| Frank Jenks, Henry Hunter. ’ 
| produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by David Butle 
Bill Thomas, Maxwell Shane and Warren Wilson: 
Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice Faye, George Murphy, Ken Mur- 
| ray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy Devine, Larry Blake, Harry Stock- 
| well, Charles Winninger, Frank Jenks, Frances Hunt. 
‘INTERNATIONAL SPY,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 


(Continued on page 31) 
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| Purge of Extras | 


(Continued from page 5) 











have worked in pictures at various 
times, were taken into custody. 
Also working as an extra was a 
roommate of Miller’s, Benny Baum, 
identified in New York from a sti}] 
on an Edward G. Robinson pic made 
for Warners as Benny Teitlebaum, 
who was taken for a ride in Novem- 
ber, 1935, and left for dead in 
Brooklyn. Baum was brought in 
by police and let go after telling 
the authorities that he was selling 





irgil 


‘SINGING OUTLAW,’ formerly titled ‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ pro- 
duced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe Lewis; original screen play by Harry 
Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, 


Edmund Grainger: 


‘YOU'RE A SWEETHEART,’ formerly titled ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ 


screen play by Monte 








lunch boxes to picture extras which 
he obtained from the Miller eatery, 
Extra Shakedown Aired 

Fitts feels that many of the 
ern mobsters, some of whom 
‘wanted’ plasters from the New 
York authorities, have been defj- 
nitely trying to organize a gouging 
racket on the extras, by trying to 
extract $1 a day for the privilege 
of working, by means of terrorism 
or threats. However, extras brought 
in by Fitts for questioning will not 
aid in establishing this contention 
for the d. a. as they seem to prefer 
staying mum when questioned. 

Fitts stated he will get to the bot- 
tom of the racket, with the pro- 
ducers’ organization. staying on side 
lines and telling Fitts if these peo- 
ple are here they do not know it, 
so weed them out. 

Mike Lally, who supplies extras 
for mob work at Warners, was 
brought in for questioning last week 
by Fitts with regard to the Miiler 
case. Otheir studio runners who 
work independently of Central Cast- 
ing have also been brought in for 
questioning on the racket shake- 
down with nothing being brought to 
light from their interrogation 

Ask Actor Fingerprints 

As result of this gangster flareup 
efforts are being made to get the 
picture industry to fingerprint all 
extras and other picture players and 
to put a tight cordon around the in- 
dustry to keep people with police 
records on the outside. 

Move gained headway, fostered by 
the Federal Government and cer- 
tain film industry tops, to have the 
fingerprints for identification pur- 
poses and to remove undesirables 
from the biz. G-man urging the 
step pointed out that if carried 
through it would automatically 
eliminate the bad element since in- 
dividuals with police records would 
bow out rather than have their 
prints filed. 

Policy, if adopted, would have to 
be voluntary. Producers plan to 
put out feelers to the Screen Actors 
Guild. System sought was devised 
by the U. S. Department of Justice 
and has been adopted by many large 
industries in the east. 

Museling in by off-color charac- 
ters has already had bad reactions 
on pic biz, tops assert. 

SAG will approve if ink identifi- 
cation is made on executives and 
producers as well as actors and 
extras. The Guild is opposed to 
singling out only certain members 
for Bertillon index. 


Irish Films Do Biz 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

Pat Stanton, WDAS g.m., who runs 
nightly Irish program, making trips 
to New York to line up films made 
in the old country. 

Showed them several times last 
season and packed Mercantile He!l 
at 25c. top. 
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Wermuth’s Shift West 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

Donn Wermuth, for several years 
assistant advertising director for 
WB here, and recently transferred to 
field exploitation out of New York 
office, has just been transferred 1o 
Bob Taplinger’s studio department 
in Hollywood. Pulled out for Coast 
Friday (26) with Herb Crooker, also 
from New York office. Latter, how-= 
ever, will remain there only for 
couple of weeks. 

Wermuth handled Dick Powell- 
Joan Blondell engagement at Cleve- 
land auto show and promotion was 
result of that assignment. Holly- 
wood duties haven’t yet been set but 
one of them will likely be accom- 
panying most of studio’s stars on 
personals. 





Now He Isn't Alone 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Femme lead in Republic's new 


chapterplay, ‘The Lone Ranger,’ hat 
been handed to Lynn Roberts. 

Serial went into work last Satur- 
day (27) with William Witney and 
Jack English directing. 
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Guild Studies Crackdown on Agents 
Who Toil Not but Collect Commish 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Following complaints of film play- 
ers that many booking agents are 
giving nothing in return for 10% fee 
they collect, Screen Actors Guild is 
mapping campaign to eliminate un- 
desirables. SAB board of directors 
is considering proposa™ to circulate 
questionnaire among members, ask- 
ing each to give name of his or her 


agent, length of contract, fee paid 
and jobs secured through agency. 


Questionnaires would be analyzed 
and where agent was found to be 
lax in securing work for player or 
otherwise violating contract provi- 
sions, action would be taken. 

Several players have complained 
to SAG they had to secure their own 
film contracts and yet the agent has 
always stepped in to collect his 10%. 
Others say they have lost work be- 
cause agent failed to contact casting 
directors in their behalf. Reports 
also have been circulated that some 
agents have been collecting in excess 
of 10° fee, although latter figure 
was named in original contract. 

Confer on Revision 

Preliminary plans for revision of 
constitution of Associated Actors 
and Artists of America were dis- 
cussed here at conference between 
Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
tary of Screen Actors Guild, and 
Mrs. Emily Holt, executive secre- 
tary of American Federation Radio 
Artists. Lawrence W. Beilensen, 
counsel for SAG, and Henry Jaffe, 
attorney for AFRA and American 
Guild Musical Artists, sat in on ses- 
sions. 

Wage pact and working conditions 
for Society of Motion Picture Art 
Directors and Script Clerks Guild 
are being negotiated by Pat Casey, 
producer labor contact, and commit- 
tees headed by Attorney Felix Cun- 
ningham. Negotiations with Society 
of Motion Picture Interior Decora- 
tors will be resumed this week. 

Joseph V. Moreschi, president of 
International Order Hod Carriers, 
Building and Common Laborer of 
America, has arrived here to direct 
fight of 
Local 724, for jurisdiction over stu- 
dio laborers. Local 724 was prac- 
tically swallowed by International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes when latter org. issued class 
B grip cards to laborers. Fight will 
be planned this week at conference 
between Moreschie, Joseph Marshall, 
international v. p., and L. C. Helm, 
business representative of Local 724. 

Guild’s First Decision 

SAG won decision in first case to 
be submitted to arbitration when 
board handed down decision award- 
ing William G. Murata verdict for 
$104.50 against Adventure Serials of 
California. 

Producer had refused to pay 
Guild scale to actor for work done 
on June 21, 22, 23, 30, claiming he 
Was engaged and was at work when 
SAG contracts with producers be- 
came effective June 1. Case was pre- 
sented to arbitration board by Nate 
Edwards and John Dales, Jr. 

Arbitration board was composed 
of Russell Hicks, SAG; R. H. Burn- 
side, American Arbitration Associa- 
tion, and Al Herman of producers. 


BERGER VS. COLUMBIA 
OVER ‘LOST HORIZON’ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 

The application of Bennie Berger's 
Brainerd Amuse. Co. for a manda- 
tory injunction to compel Columbia 
to deliver ‘Lost Horizon’ under a 
1936-37 contract has been taken un- 
der advisement by Judge H. D. Mont- 
8omery in district court, following 
presentation of arguments. 

Berger is attacking the validity of 
a clause in the contract permitting 
Columbia to withdraw ‘Horizon’ be- 
cause it roadshowed the picture. He 
claims he purchased the entire Col 
Product on the representation that it 
would include the Capra special. It 
not only was not delivered, but was 
sold away from him to an opposition 
exhibitor part of the 
product, 
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Script Clerks’ $50 Per 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Pact calling for $50 minimum for a 


34-hour week was accepted by the 
Sevipt Clerk.’ Guild. 
Vote taken on agreement reoti- 


ated with producers, 


4 


7 





smaller communities and_ staying | 
away from the center of the ring. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

News theatre, latest link in Wil- 

liam Goldman circuit, opened Nov, 

20. Mid-city spot will —. news- 

reels, shorts, March of Tin car- 

ltoons, travelogs and science pix in 


1937-38 | 


| Warner ch 








WILLIAM S. HART SUIT 
VS. UA THROWN OUT 


The suit of William S. Hart and his 
sister, Mary, to recover $185,000 col- 
lected by United Artists, Inc., on the 
Hart picture, ‘Tumbleweeds’ was dis- 
missed yesterday (Tuesday) by 
N. Y. Federal Judge John W. Clancy 
who decided the Harts had no cause 
of action. The plaintiffs claimed they 
were entitled to any money UA had 
taken in on the distribution of the 
picture because they, the Harts, had 
lost about $300,000 in the production. 
Judge Clancy agreed with Edward 
C. Raftery, counsel for UA, that the 
corporation could not be considered 
as a partner of the Harts and were 
under no obligation to turn over 
money received in payment for its 
work as distributor. 

The original suit of the Harts 
based on the same picture deal and 


under which the Harts demand 
$500,000 from United is pending a 
retrial in the N. Y. supreme court. 


The Appellate Division last summer 
reversed the lower court which had 
granted the Harts a verdict of 
$85,000. 


It’s a Lotta Hot 
Air, but It Saved 


Bevan’s Citrus Crop 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Billy Bevan, oldtime screen comic, 
has installed an antique wind ma- 
chir of the sort formerly used in 
silent pictures for visual storm ef- 
fects, at his citrus grove near Es- 
condido, as a device to foil the chill 
winter blasts that spell ruin to 
orange and lemon crops occasionally 
in California. 

In last season’s record freeze Be- 
van saved the major portion of 
crop with his wind-making device, 
which is nothing more than an air- 
plane propeller hitched to a gasoline 
motor. He’s got a bigger one this 
year placed atop a knoll whence it 
blows warmer air down into the 
lower and colder altitudes. In actual 
operation the device has lifted tem- 
perature eight degrees in danger 
spots, which under normal conditions 
is sufficient to rout the freeze demon, 


Legal Skull-Practice 
On That Dallas Appeal 


John Moroney, counsel for the In- 
terstate Circuit, and George Wright, 
special counsel, in the anti-trust suit 
against the theatre chain, are in New 
York, 

They are here to work with Para- 
mount attorneys and its chief counsel 
Thomas D. Thacher, a former federal 
judge in N. Y., on the appeal by In- 
terstate from that recent decision 
against the chain, in Dallas. 


1: 
iis 





Goldman, Ex-WB, Now 


In Opposition to Chain 
York, Pa., Nov. 30. 

New Goldman Hiway here, open- 
ing Thanksgiving Day, gives this city 
its second house in opposition to the 
one-time Warner Bros. monopoly. It 
represents Bill Goldman’s first major 
fling against really tough competish. 
To date the former WB zoner has 
been building very cautiously, ac- 
quiring houses for the most part in 


continuous from _ 
formerly 


one-hour shows, 
a. m Gol 


Iman headec 


iin here. 


The Stuarts Have KH 
H Ilywood Nov. 30. 
assigned Stuart 


Paramount has 


Palmer to write an original for 
Stuart Walker 

Harold Hurley will produce the 
yet untitled feature. 


FINAL HEARING ON RKO 
REORG SET FOR DEC. 21 


Final hearing on the proposed 
RKO reorganization plan has been 
set for Dec. 21 by Federal Judge 
William Bondy at which time op- 
ponents to the plan, if any, must 
show cause why it should not be 
approved. The judge last week di- 
rected that creditors or stockhold- 
ers who desire to withdraw their 
consents or to enter protests must 
de so on or before Dec. 16. 

At a hearing last week attorneys 
for the Atlas Corp, proponents of 
the original plan, with the approval 
of Rockefeller Center, agreed to ac- 
cept the plan’s offer of 460,000 
shares of new common stock instead 
of 500,000 shares in settlement of 
their claim. 





of general creditors have prior right 
to subscribe to the new stock issues. 


PHILLY INDIES 





Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 
Suit against four major producers 
and the Warner circuit to force them 


here Friday (26). Indie charges ex- 
changes and WB with combining in 
restraint of trade in giving his com- 
petish a 28-day clearance over him. 
He claims this protection is 
sive and if not immediately 
with drive him out of business. 
Exhib is Mel Koff, 
Amuse. Co., 
seat Darby 


prez of Garbo 
which operates the 600- 

theatre, in suburban 
Philly. Opposition is the Parker 
theatre, a block away. Injunction is 
sought against RKO, Universal, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists, Warner Bros. 
Circuit Management Corp. and War- 
ner Bros. Theatres, Inc. 

In a brief filed by his atorney, 
Morris Wexler, exhib, admits he has 
signed coniracis granting the 28-day 
clearance to the Parker. But he now 
contends this is unfair and excessive, 
and asks the court to invalidate the 
agreement under the Sherman anti- 


pix one week after the Parker. 


that exhibs must put on double feat- 
ures or games to attract patrons. 
Darby repeats all Parker runs on 
the majors. Gets first runs in 
territory only on indie product. Pro- 
ducers concerned are neutral in the 
fight, it being entirely immaterial to 
them when the Darby plays their pix. 


if Warners will let them out of the 
corner. 


has been after the circuit for two 
years to raise their prices so he could 
raise his, maintaining present nickel 
differential. He cited that levy was 
tilted recently at his behest. He also 
pointed out numerous other indie 
houses in similar competitive situa- 


tions which are getting normal 
seven-day clearance. 
Newark Trust Suit 
Quemos Theatre Co. of New Jer- 


sey filed a $3,250,000 damage suit 
against major producer-distributo1 
companies yesterday (Tues.) in fed- 
eral court at Newark, charging 
monopoly in distribution of films. 
Action brought under provisions of 
Sherman anti-trust act and Clayton 


act named Warner Bros., 20th-Fox, 
Paramount, United Artists, Universal, 
Columbia, Loew, Grand National 
and other distributors supplying 


product in that area. 
Plaintiff charges trouble in getting 





first and second run pictures foi 
showing and that defendants con- 
spired to prevent the company and 
other independent exhibitors in that 
section from securing product 
| Quemos last year took the Mosque 
Newark, under a 10-year lease and 
To since lost possession of th suse 
l bee cause of alleged inability to obtain 
product Myron Robinson, for: 
RKO executive, was president of the 
Mosque company. 

Complaint claims the following 


damages were sustained: 
Loss of profits theatre would ha 

earned during the year, $50,000 
Loss of money sted, in 
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The attorneys also rec- | 
ommended that stockholders instead | 


TRUST ACTION 


to reduce the clearance protection 
now accorded his WB-owned oppo- | 
sish was brought by a small indie | 
exhibitor in Federal district court 


exces- | 
reduced | 
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Par Intent on Pressing Its Test 
Suit Vs. Philly Exhib Combine: 


Fears the Dangerous Precedent 


Although some exhibitors in the 
Philadelphia territory may have been 
under the impression that the suit 
instituted by Paramount during the 
recent playdate strike was being 
dropped, as result of the settlement 
reached there, Par has no intention 
of forgetting about the action. Suit 
involves too many issues of a danger- 
ous character to be dropped, it is 
pointed out 

On appeal at present 
Circuit Court of Appeals, 





before the 
a decision | 


110 of 


| country 


from 
1 r 
but they 
more in good 
gain if it continues 
customers, 


prevent exhibitors 
in the future, 
lose much 
it will 
ter’ its 

Defendants in the 
its officers, 13 
hibs and 15 house 
panies. Named in 
plaint, but not as 
other leaders 
They 
attended the 


organizing 
feel Par will 
will than 
‘going af- 


suit are UMPTO, 
other indie ex- 
operating 
the bill of 
defendants, are 16 
in various parts of the 
include al! those 
meeting at 


com- 
com- 


who 


Hotel 


the 








may be handed down within a week. | Carlton in Washington, June 29 to 
| Should it be an adverse ruling, Par | ct the strike under way. 
| will attempt an appeal to the} Par brought the suit July 30 be 
| Supreme Court in order to safeguard | fore Judge Oliver B. Dickinson in 
against what are regarded dangerous | Federal district court. It asked a 
precedents. |temporary injunction to stem off 
The suit is of importance not only picketing which UMPTO had 
to Par but to the entire industry | Skedded $O start On AUg. &. Inguae- 
since, if the decision of the lower | © m was granted, but following fur- 
court were upheld, the way is clearly | ther argument, Judge Dickinson 
opened to estab’ -hment of similar | threw the whole case out on Sept. 8, 
precedents in other parts of the |C!@!ming lack of jurisdiction. On 
country at any time. | Sept. ‘¢ ( ircuit er of Appeals 
gr: , Jor » ’ ‘ » > 
Aside from the fact that ali of the | ee Pe pga hy or _ = bcos 
boycotting Philadelphia exhibitors | argued Oct. 6 and has been pending 
have not yet signed up with Par, | since 
following the peace pact, the de- 
cision in the Par suit. as now stand-|7— [> .. 4+,  °. . J 
ing, virtually gives exhibitors the | Goldwyn- Korda 
right to combine, in Philadelphia o1 
in other parts of the country. : 
Par has no quarrels with exhibitors | (Continued from page 3) 
who engaged in the three months’ 
boycott, including those who haven't | being arranged through Lawrence 
negotiated contracts as yet. Its | Stern & Co. of Chicago, who did 
determination on the suit is more | financing for Balaban & Katz, and 
with a view to protecting itself; who would handle for them. To 
against the possibility of dangerous | bolster this theory is understanding 
precedent. Par executives feel that | that they have a group of indie pro- 
the adverse decision of the lower |ducers and directors who are desir- 
courts was not reached on the facts | ous of coming into such a setup, with 


)ers Of Philadelphia, 


trust act, so that his house can play | 


| learning that the company is going to} 
Brief states that by the time films! press the suit it started a: 

reach the Darby and other small in- | fast July. 

die houses they are so ‘outmoded’ | 





They are willing to adjust clearance | 


Warners claim Koff’s 15¢ admish | 
and fact he has games in his house | 


necessitate present clearance ar- 
rangement. Exhib, however, says he | 


nor through any familiarity with pic- | | 
ture contracts and film selling. | 

Defendants in the suit are the 
Unit |! Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
10 of its officers, 
and 15 operating | 


| 
} 


13 other 


revrvierys: ipc 
companies. 


indies 


Philly Exhibs Peeved 
Philadelphia, Nov. 30 
Although they feel the Paramount | 
strike is over and they’ve won a vic- 
tory, exhibs here are resentful at | 


| 


against them | 


} 
Most members of United Motion | 
Picture Theatre Owners, which con- | 
ducted the date and buying boycott, | 
were of the impression that the set- | 
tlement with Par included an a:ree- | 
ment that all litigation would b2 
dropped. 

But William A. Schnader, Par’s 
counsel here, told Variety: ‘We are 
absolutely not going to drop the 
suit brought against the exhibitors. 
The suit is going to be pushed to the 
limit. There was no understanding 
whatsoever in the final settlement 
that the court fight would be 
dropped. We are going to continue 
our attempt to obtain an injunction 
to restrain the exhibitors from com- 
bining in restraint of trade.’ 

Although he didn’t sit in with Par 





| Giannini, 


| slated 


/couple of times now. 


financing by the company. 


Suoth Sides Hedging 
Alexander Korda-Samuel 
pact may not be finalized. 
reported hedging 
Vv elements may enter 


That 
Goldwyn 
Both side 

Also, nev 


ire 


the 


|} picture for control of United Artists 
should the pact be rescinded. This 
|new group might inelude Dr. A. H. 


who would step out if and 


when the present Korda-Goldwyn 
agreement is finalized. If Doe Gian- 
nini steps out and the Korda-Gold- 


wyn pact stands, Murray Silverstone 
would become prexy. 

shareholders’ 
(Wed.) or 
having been 


There is a 
today 
(Thurs. ), 


meeting 
tomorrow 
postponed a 
It is possible 
that Dr. Giannini may have the op- 
portunity then to declare himself. 
Also, it may be known then wether 
the pact stands or not. 

If the present pact stands, 
partners are confronted with a se- 
rious problem of working capital. 
It is understood that Korda and 
Goldwyn have their individual plans 
afoot to conquer this item. 


the 


Problems 
The principal problems 
ing the partners are: 
working capital; 


confront- 
(l) raising 
(2) taxes; (3) prod- 


/pxecs on the final settlement, even | uct supply. 
| Dave Barrist, chairman of the} ; 
|UPMTO ‘War Board’ believed the | It is held questionable whether 
terms included an understanding thi Th tig and Goldwyn, between the 
‘litigation would be discontinued.| two, can furnish sufficient product to 
| Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prez, con- meet the overhead obligations under 
firmed yesterday, however, that! that $10,000,000 pact. 
there was no such agreement. sawyers are not yet ready to offer 
Otto Krause, Jr., assistant to Ben| an opinion on whether that deal can 
Golder, UMPTO counsel, was also| escape taxes here or in England. or 
under the impression that the legal} whether the deal will entail double 
end of the boycott was terminated. | (axes. 
ee contemplated The question of product supply, 
tuo of tat Scheaiee cold. sufficient to bring in income to cover 
‘Unfortunately. it’s pot up to them obligations entailed by the deal “9 
whether or not they’ll take any fur- nee enue by aoe SERN GODSES* 
ther action. Tney’re the defendants rte of Dave Selznick. Possibly, since 
in thi uit and they'll have to ap- Selznick has still two filins to deliver 
near.’ : . to U. A the partne) micht get by 
An UMPTO official declared, ‘As|'%¢ frst year, but thereafter it's a 
far as we're concerned the strike is rious problem 
ver and we won a splendid victory.| Obtaining idditional producers 
Paramount ha nothing to gain and} might entail finan , upo ! irt 
eve thing to lose. If the Court of | of U. A., and that brin » the ¢ sa 
Appea upholds Judge Dickinson's!) tion once more of obtaining enough 
pinion, they will have a double de rking capital 
it starnig them in the face and will 
the « bito a powerful club 
» hold o them Deanna’s Choi Backup 
UMPTO exec aw in Par’s con- 
tinuance of the fight an attempt to} 
. \ P ( ir 
ums for operating expenses, $59,- A ) yack c 
N00 ) [ il’s ‘Mad A I im 
Damages by reason of loss of the | Dea ( Durbin ret 
lease and the rights thereunder, $1,- Org sa la Sur (28) at 2 
175,000 'Los At Philhas 


iding 
i 
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PULITZER PRIZE WINNER. 


BY McCUTCHEON, 








A MATTER OF CIVIC PRIDE! 


Now America’s greatest entertainment centers are competing 


among themselves to lead the country in showing SAMUEL 


GOLDWYN’S greatest achievement “THE HURRICANE” 
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‘Soain in Flames OK'd in Pennsy 





Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

In a lengthy decision of wide im- 
portance to the entire film industry, 
Common Pleas court last “Vednesday 
(24) ordered the State Board of Cen- 
sors to approve ‘Spain in Flames,’ 
Spanish propaganda picture which 
was nixed last March. 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal over- 
ruled the censors on the basis that 
the film is a newsreel and thus not 
subject to the official 0.0. under 
Pennsy law. He said to suppress 
this film of ‘current events’ would be 
to suppress free speech. He held im- 


L 


material the board’s contention that 





the pic is propaganda to encourage 
enlistment of Americans in the Span- 
ish Loyalist Army. 

Following terrific squawk from 
radical groups at the censors’ ban, | 
Gov. Earle stepped in. He appointed | 
a committee of 50 to view ‘Flames’ , 
decide whether it should be 
shown. The group's decish was never 
announced, but a short time later 
Earle himself viewed the film and 
upheld the censors. 

Guv said pic was ‘badly done’ and 


and 


‘pure Communistic propaganda,’ in 
addition to fact that it ‘definitely 


asks for and encourages recruiting of | 
The | 


men of military experience.’ 
Nation took him soundly ove- the 
hurdles for his action. 

Judge Levinthal’s opinion upheld | 


the appeal of Jesse H. Holmes and | 
Anne M. W. Pennypacker, who hold 
exhib rights to the pic in Pennsy as 
members of the North American 
Committee to Aid Spanish Democ- ; 
racy. 


Opinion 


*‘Spain in Flames’ is a film contain- | 
ing current and timely news’, the 
court said, ‘and thus jis not within 
provision of censor law. The pic- 
torial part of the film is certainly 
news, Judge Levinthal wrote, ‘and 
the current events of today are the 
history of tomorrow.’ 


The sound track accompanying the 
film was also held to be news, and 
therefore not censorable. ‘Narration | 
and subtitles,’ Levinthal writes ‘are | 
even more essential to newsreels 
than are headlines and editorials to 
newspapers.’ 

He declared censorship of the} 
sound track would nullify protection | 
accorded the picture itself, for with- | 
out explanation and comment the} 
picture would be devoid of meaning. 


Of the censors’ objection ‘to the 
words ‘Fascism,’ ‘Italian’ and the like, 
Judge Levinthal write, ‘To forbid the 
narrator to tell his audence that the 
troops shown on the screen are Ital- 
ians or Fascist Moroccan mercenaries 
is. in fact, to forbid the portrayal 
of what actually did occur. Our leg- 
islature has wisely exempted the 
newsreel from all interference.’ 

The court also upheld the right of 
producers to include introductory re- 
marks and picture of actual past 
events directly associated with the' 
subject at hand as essential to give a 
film proper educational value. 

‘The recent development, the 
Judge said, ‘of pictures and theatres 
devoted primarily to the display of 
newsreels attests their importance as 
a medium of information, opinion 
and education.’ | 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. | 
Warners snagged Virgil Irwin, | 
| 











Chicago ether announcer, with an 
optioned playing termer. 
Republic validated Glorta Rich's | 
terpie option. 


Arthur Gutman dotted-lined at | 
Metro for dramatic scoring. 
Mickey Rooney signatured new 


termer at Metro. 

Myrna Loy tied at Metro with new 
contract. 

Hal Roach grabbed Arnold Bel- 
gard on a scripting termer 

Jerry Wald remains at Warners | 
under a scribbling term ticket. 

Paul Hurst ticketed to player pact 
at 20th-Fox. 
ti Player option of June Storey | 
ifted by 20th-Fox. 

Metro has dottedlined H. A. Cro- | 
hin, author of ‘The Citadel’ and other 
best sellers, to a scrib ticket. ! 

Dana Burnet hancocked Metro | 
scripting vact. 

David Boehm moves into the Met- | 
ro auctorial corps. 

Playing termer handed to Joan | 
C astle, ex-screen moppet recently on 
he N. ¥. stage, by 20th-Fox. 

Jack Dunn, Olympic — skating | 

‘hamp, inked an acting covenant at 
p tramount, 


j}tvpes ofl 


| and 


| tabbed 


j}at night and materially 


| ‘Mr. 


| Arthur 





Well, That’s One Way 


Theatre owner in a= small 
western Missouri town wrote to 
the William Morris office ask- 
ing for a Tex Ritter p.a. book- 
ing. Martin Wagner, in charge 
of one-nighters for the agency, 
remembered the burg from a 
sticks tour some years ago and, 
as a gag, inquired of the show- 
man, ‘Your house is up two 
flights of stairs, how can Ritter 
get his horse in the theatre?’ 

‘I only want the cowboy star 
on the stage,’ wrote back the 
impresario, ‘I'll use the horse 








as a lobby display.’ 


AFGA, DUPONT’S NEW 
IMPROVED NEGATIV 


stock 








sensitive, . dilitiadiads negative 
which makes possible certain 
night camera shooting 
been placed on the market by Afga 
similar one probably will be 
marketed by DuPont as soon as tests 
are completed or demand justifies it. 

Several newsreels have tried Afga 
stock, with most. recent esults 
satisfactory. Apparently, the 
night shooting negative will be most 
useful for newsreel companies since 
it will make possible more coverage 
trim cost of 
Typical instance is in news- 
reel pictures of election night 
crowds. Without some such high- 
speed paper, each news weekly com- 
pany has to have a generator and 
lighting crew, which often means an 
expenditure of $200 

Still photographers have been em- 


such. 


| ploving the special sensitive for sev- 


eral months, but first motion picture 
work was done only a few weeks | 
ago. 


Cashier M. C. $ s Her Own Op 


Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 30. 

‘This,’ said Evelyn Groff, cashier 
at the Hamilton theatre, ‘is an 
emergency call, 
eral Hospital.’ She was asking, 
she pushed a ticket through the 
wicket and made change, for an am- 
bulance to be sent to the Hamilton in 
a rush, 

Her next call was to the manager. 
Thatcher,’ she asked, ‘can you 
send me a relief cashier? I've got to 
leave in a minute.’ 

‘Where are you going at this hour 
of the day?’ Thatcher wanted to 
know. 

‘To the hospital,’ came the reply 
from the boxoffice, ‘I've just gotten 
appendicitis and the ambulance is 
on the way down.’ 

The girl was right. She’s doing 
very nicely after an emergency op- 
eration, 


Lion, Ill., May Give In 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

If and when Zion, Ill., okays the 
introduction of motion pictures and 
bowling into its city, Balaban & 
Katx-Great States intends to build 
the town’s first theatre. Municipal 
referendum on motion pictures and 
bowling will be held in December 
elections, and it’s understood that the 








townspeople are leaning towards a| 


liberal these amuse- 
ments. 

Great States holds protection over 
Zion, by way of Waukegan. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
‘Gentleman’s Gentleman,’ original 
by Major Ronald Bodley, snagged by 
Universal. 
Universal 


viewpoint on 


purchased ‘Finders 


| Keepers, mag yarn by Suzanne De 
Haas. 
Colony Pictures grabbed ‘The West 


Wakes Up,’ original and adaptation 
by Mortimer Braus. 

‘Cone On, Coleville,’ 
magazine story by Edwin 
Vernon Mackenzie, bought 
Ross for Metro. 

Metro acquired ‘Double 
original by Bertrand Robinson 
Pierson: ‘She of 
Triple Chevron,’ Gilbert Par- 
| ker. 

‘Safety in Numbers,’ by Eve Golden 
j}and Geyne Schenk, purchased by 
20th-Fox for Jones Family feature. 

E. B. Derr bought ‘Female 
tive.” Edward Hope original, 
Crescent Pictures. 


American 
Rutt and 

by Nat 
Trouble,’ 


aiso 


by Su 


for 


has | 


let me have the Gen- | 
as | 


and | 


“opal 
tine j 


Fugi- | 





RKO RECALLS ALL ITs 


"FIELD EXPLOITEERS 
On Grounds It's a Current Newsreel 


RKO has calléd in all its field men, 
dropping any further assignments in 


headed at the moment by 
Distress.’ Order went 
(29). 

Company had a total of 24 men on 
the payroll as territorial exploiteer: 
and has been paying a higher salary 
than United Artists and other dis- 
tributors having a_ representative 
group of men in the field. 


‘Damsel in 
out Monday 





Philadetlphia, Nov. 30. 
Bor of bingo games to hypo church 
nds was condemned last Thursday 

by ecclesiastic execs as ‘unfair to 
{local businessmen.’ Dr. F, A. Agar, 
secretary for the stewardship of the 
Northern Baptist Convention 
cized ‘propositions offering 
groups a percentage of profit in ex- 
change for their cooperation.’ 

Speaking before the United Stew 
|}ardship Council of all churches, 
advocated ‘Christian church finance, 
with contributions voluntarily and 
spiritually si soles 


Camden's Tabu Too 
Philadelphia, Nov. 30 





exploitation of its current pictures. 


crit.- | 
church | 


CHURCHES WANT 
TO BAN BINGO 


|GEORGIA’S TAX IDEAS 





he put 


Reissues of Oldies 





International Touch 


Hollywood, 





Nov. 30 

Makeup for Jean Hersholt, 
as Sonja Henie’s ‘father,’ in 
‘Happy Ending,’ looks’ very 
much like Norway's greatest 
writer, Henrik Ibsen 

Studio decided to let it stand 
at that and make it 20th-Fox’s 
international homage to coun- 


try that gave them Henie. 














ON CHAIN THEATRES 


Atlanta, 
had hardly 


Nov. 30 


Curtain rung up on 


special session of Georgia General 
| Assembly last week before Repre- 
|} sentative Booth, of Barrow County, 

a measure into legislative hop- 
|per providing tax on theatres and 
| theatre chains. Under provisions of 

individual theatres are taxed 


| bill 


Bingo was nixed completely in 
Camden, N. J., Saturday (27)—even 
in churches. Religious institutions 
must find some other source of rev- 
enue, Police Chief Arthur Colsey in- 
formed them. Pic houses, which 
| make wide use of games, are also |} 


included in the ban, of course. 
Supreme Court Justice Lloyd, 

sweeping order, barred gambling of 

all sorts, from penny-a-punch chance 





boards, patronized by school kids, to 
| horse racing. Owners of gambling 


| dev rices were given 12 hours to get 
ithem out of sight. Town was re- 


in | 


; tion would be a misdemeanor. Law- 


| $1,500,000. 


ported Saturday nite to have lid on| 


niente ie at least. 
Cracking Down in Lancaster 
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 30. 
| Exhibitors in these parts voluably 
sighed with much relief this week 
as city authorities here and in York 
cracked down hard on bingo parties 
and raffles which have been nicking 
grind b.o.’s. 

When police discovered that kids 
were raiding cars, shoplifting and 
hocking school books and supplies in 
addition to hoarding lunch money in 
order to play bingo, they promptly 
slapped on the lid in no uncertain 
manner. 

Several complaints from husbands 
that bingo was taking all of the 
family grocery budget and one actual 
case in which gambling was one of 
the factors in the seeking of a 
divorce also directed the police in 
their action. 

Bingo had swung into a bigger 
business in this section this year than 
ever before, with top prizes includ- 
ing such items as expense trips to 
Bermuda, new automobiles and paid- 
up life insurance policies. Most of 
the games were operated by clubs 
and churches with the heavy money 
on the club side. 

One organization, American Legion 
here, was playing to as many as 800 
and 1,000 people a night, 


' 


| 





police crackdown, 





houses 


using three | 


floors of its home and running the | 
games by p.a. system. 
One paper commenting, on the) 


pointed out that | 


it has never been considered outside | 


| parties to raise funds. 
history of local churches to 
; that practically all of those dating 
'to Revolutionary times had been 
built with money secured on straight 
| raffles and that the system employed 
resembled very closely the ‘numbers 
racket’ of today. 

in Cleve. 

Nov. 30 
iided 


‘am- 


show 


20 Fold 

Cleveland, 
bingo cafes have ft 
banned them as 
and 82 other nite spots 
-the game .-are 


About 20 
since police 
bling spots, 
which discontinued 
in dire traits. Despite court rulings 
against bingo in two recent test 
cases, promoters are still attempting 


to get the corn-and-number game 

legalized. 

| Organized by Phillip A. Sollami, 

lunder tag of Amusement Seekers 

| Club, promoters hope to push legis- 

j|lation through city ‘ouneil. If 

film bank nites are legal, they! 
argue, why shouldn't bingo games, 

; which pay a certain percentage to 


of good church ethics to hold such | 
It traced the | 


$50 each. 

Chain theatres are taxed $50 for 
first house and $10 for each addi- 
tional theatre. This tax would be- 
gin at $50, tax on No, 2 house would 
be $60, No. 3 $70, and so on up to 


16 theatres, when rate would be a 
flat $200 for each theatre over 16 
limit. 


Booth also introduced bill which 
would tax theatre tickets on sliding 
scale, starting at a lc levy on a 10c 
admission ducat and rising to 2c on 
a 15c ticket, 3c on a 20c ticket and 
up to 18c on a $1 pasteboard. Viola- 


maker calculates this one will raise 





Griffith Circuit Pep 
Talks Managerial Ideas. 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 30. | 
Griffith Circuit houses, camber! 
ing some 175 in Oklahoma, Texas 
and New Mexico, are receiving a 
new personnel promotional setup 
that is keeping the boys on their 
toes. 

Personnel manager C. B. Akers 
has developed a What-to-Do-About-It 
book which is given every employe 
in every house and wherein exact 
duties are set forth. Managers and 
house men are given courses of in- 
struction in what to do about those 
situations arising not covered by the 
book. 

Leading citizens of each town are 
called in to tell about their busi- 
ness at managerial meetings, which 
include all staff men at each house. 
Meetings are open forum. Attorneys 
explain how to avoid fraud and 
damage suits, etc. 

Griffiths having houses in three 
college towns are also picking bright 
young men, moving them to these 
and enabling them to go 
through school, 





Cap, Cine. ieeaitied 

In Equal-Rights Suit 
Cincinnati, Nov. 30. 

It took a jury in Judge A. L. Lueb- 
ber’s muny court six minutes to ac- 
quit Norman Linz, manager of the 
RKO Capitol, of a charge of violating 
the equal rights law. Louise Stall- 
worth alleged that employees of the 
theatre refused to admit her because 





she is a Nevress when she bought! 
i ticket Aug. 3, last. Defense con- 
tended the woman was refused ad- 
mittance after she created a disturb- | 
ynce in the lobby, and they feared | 
she would annoy patrons on the in-| 
side | 

It was the first to be tried here 


under a new state law. | 


city and 
Undet 


state, be same category. 
proposed bill nitery owners 
would $10 license fee to city, | 
$1 to state, in addition te 6% of} 
gross income to be equally divided | 


in 


pay 


between state and city treasuries. 
To stop abuses, the bill also would 
forbid afternoon games and window 
advertising, besides banning jack- 
pots or door prizes and enforcing 
3 ty 12 po. m. hours in all! spots. 


| a whoop for 


Vv. ARIETY 27 


ae nen mae 


Ridicule 





Film Art; Chaplin, Pickford Nix 
Past Pix, Others Can't Control 


+ _ —_ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Industry wellwishers and_ those 
who take the film seriously as an art 
are speaking among themselves of 

etting together in a move to ban 
calieute of old films as degrading 
to the art and injurious to the in- 
pte 

Custom started with synched or 
commentaried reissues of pre-war 
film No one has ever objected to 
harmless fun gotten from outdated 
styles of old newsreel or even 


scenery-chewing of actors in some of 
the earliest film attempts 

But time travels so fast, 
improve so rapidly that a bare 10 
years is now enough to make an old 
film seem like something out of the 
uncivilized prehistoric past So, 
many living stars, some of them still 


and films 


in pix, are already available for the 
funmaking of the commentators. 

Mary Pickford is known to have 
bought up all available prints of her 
old features, to avoid just such pro- 
cedure 

Chaplin has done the same 
wherever. possible, but number of 


| prints of his early shorts (on which 
| all rights 
| are 


had gotten away from him) 
still on market here and abroad 
They come out now either in dubbed 
version, with dialog that he doesn’t 
care for, or with commentaries that 
poke fun at what seems ridiculous, 
but is simply outmoded technique of 
early film days. 

Chaplin has done all in his power 
to stop this practice, but can’t put 
end to it. Fearing repetition of 
such injurious dubbing, he has flatly 
refused all legitimate offers which 
have been made for re-releasing his 
old pix, features and shorts alike 
Official statement of studio is that 
even most recent films will not be 
re-released, that if any of them ever 
are, it will only be when Chaplin 
has synched them himself and made 
sure it’s all on the up-and-up. 

Garbling Garbo 

Most vicious and painful example 
of tampering with silent film for the 
amusement of the yokels is Euro- 
pean-made ‘Streets of Sorrow,’ di- 
rected by G. W. Pabst, which first 
made Garbo a star. Original version 
(made in 1923) had Asta Nielsen as 
top player, with Garbo in second 
lead. But by the time film got over 
here in 1926-27, it had been recut to 
make Garbo the lead, with Nielsen 
practically eliminated. 

At that time, film, which had heavy 
sex angles due to depressed condi- 
tions of post-war Vienna which it 
depicted, had been arranged with 
subtitles as ‘expose of prostitution,’ 
and was shown in midwestern 
houses, on alternate days for men 
and women only, with sex talk by 
Dr. M. Sayle Taylor, since become 
famous as ‘Voice of Experience’ on 
the airways. 

Recently reissued by indie outfit, 
film is currently showing at Cri- 
terion, Los Angeles, bootleg house 
featuring indie ‘Children of Loneli- 
ness,’ film on Lesbianism. ‘Streets 
of Sorrow’ runs to four reels, with 
dialog and commentary dubbed in 
Not only does commentator poke 
copious fun at film, but actors are 
made to speak in various dialects, 
foreign accents and humorous voices. 

Net result is general hilarity, at 
expense of first-rate actors, giving 
what at the time were top perform- 
ances (according to standards of the 
moment). Most heartbreaking to in- 
dustry and to cinema art addicts is 
that film was great box office draw 
and considered epoch-making in its 
time. 

Garbo, as usual, refused any com- 
ment on the incident. G. W. Pabst, 
whose directorial career was first as- 
sured by this film, is ‘somewhere in 
Europe,’ unavailable for comment. 

Matter is beyond control of Hays 
office or any other outfit, as film is 
showing in five-and-ten houses and 
other bootleg joints which don’t give 
Production Code okay 
or anything else, except legal censor. 
ship. 


Neb. Banko Appeal 


Lincoln, Nov. 30 


Bank night attorneys asked rehear- 
ing of the Fox-Beatrice Theatres 
Corp. case, owe h was found a lot- 
tery violation. S\preme court agrecd 
with district court decision ovet a 


month ago 
pmo Bo. 
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| CONFESS, Paramount's "TRUE CONFESSION’ 
is a box-office natural... a preview audience at the 
New York Paramount gave it nothing but raves.” 
iw 
* CPrctures Q 
Cn LD Robert Weinman, Theatre Manager. New York Paramount 4 


- 


Carole Lombard - Fred MacMurray - John Barrymore ix “TRUE CONFESSION’ 


A WESLEY RUGGLES PRODUCTION WwiTH UNA MERKEL » LYNNE OVERMAN - PORTER HALL - EDGAR KENNEDY 


A PARAMOUNT PICTURE +» PRODUCED BY ALBERT LEWIN - DIRECTED BY WESLEY RUGGLES - screen PLay By CLAUDE BINYON 
BASED ON A PLAY BY LOUIS VERNEUIL AND GEORGES BERR 
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Film Reviews 





INSPECTOR GENERAL 


‘Continued from page 14) 





prevalent in the Czarist domain, 
That ‘Inspector General’ still has a 
ring to it has been attested by sev- 


way productions in recent 


F ee rs. . . 
Not many Czech pictures trickle 
into this country, but the ones which 
do usually wind up 0. k. on their 
showings. ‘The Golem’ was turned 
out by the same Prague producing 
firm, and on its merits, Inspector 
should inspec’ profits as good as ‘Go- 
lem’ got. 

Fact that the film has been banned 
in Germany and Austria for ‘ridicul- 
ing the military’ should be a tip-off 
as to its contents, 

Small town in a rural corner of 
old Russia is ridden with stupid, 
worthless and leeching _ political 
officeholders. They get word of an 
Inspector General coming from the 
Czar to o. o. the place and imme- 
diately try to put on a good front 
So eager-are they that the bunch 
mistakes an impecunious dandy as 
the official from St. Petersburg. He’s 
a thorough-going and conscienceless 
rogue and for a few days lives the 


part to the hilt. He departs in the 
night just before discovery of his 
hoax is made in the town. But he 


has bilked the boys of a box-full of 
rubles. accepted as bribes to speak 
well of them to the Czar, to say 
nothing of having scoffed and mocked 
them as he perpetrated the false- 
identity. And just as the fraud’s dis- 
appearance is discovered, the arrival 
of the real official is announced for 
a smart fadeout amid wild consterna- 
tion among the little politicians. 

Viasta Burian, in the title role, 
rolls up an impressive score, milking 
the rascally character’s fat part 
thoroughly. Best known legiter in 
Prague, Burian shows his. back- 
ground of a large repertory that in- 
cludes Shakespearean roles. 

The rest of the parts, chiefly sub- 
ordinate, are all very capably done. 
Mac Friec. now filming in England, 
knows smart direction, especially on 
timing. His contributions lend the 
film much. Cameraman Jan Stall- 
ich, who shot ‘Golem’ and ‘Ecstasy,’ 
dug deep into his bag of lens tricks; 
he rates, of course, as one of Europe’s 
best and his stuff in ‘Inspector’ keeps 
his flag at mast-top. 


Adaptation from the play is ex- 
cellent, especially those injections 
which are highlighted to draw 


analogies between current political 
practices and those which, too, ob- 
tained a century ago in a govern- 
ment now deposed. 

Production is rather elaborate for 
a Czech-made film. Bert. 


WHERE IS MY CHILD? 


(YIDDISH MADE) 


Produced and = distributed by Abraham 
Leff. Cast includes Celia Adler, Samuel 
Steinberg, Morris Silberkasten, Anna Lil- 
lian, Morris Strassberg, Rubin Wendorff, 
Blanche Bernstein, Leon Schactman, Murry 
Stuckolf, Celia Arnold, Esther Gerber. At 
Century, N. ¥ week Nov. 23, ‘37. Run- 


ning time, 0% mins 


(In Yiddish, with English Titles) 

Not worth much comment, and it’s 
probable that few, in any language, 
nave come out worse than this film. 
Celia Adler’s name and the fact that 
the picture is in Yiddish may prove 





a sufficiently mild inducement in 
strong Yiddish nabes. 
In the story, Celia Adler is an 


emigrant widow. Having yielded her 
infant son to a foundling home, she 
later renegs. She begins a 20-year 
weeping marathon for her lost baby 


and never ceases to cry until the 
finale when she reclaims the lad, 
now grown. In her hysterical suf- 
fering she is incarcerated in an 


asylum which is where the boy acci- 
dentally and unwittingly discovers 
her. Upon learning the identity of 
the woman, the boy’s foster-parents 
turn him over to her. 


| 





marshal gets in a couple of | 
| fair comedy moments. 

Direction rather poor. Some few 
imitations of the Rene Clair tech- 
nique miss the mark. Camera work 
very good. Bert. 


It is an abnormally conceived plot. | 


Rubin Wendorff manages to inject 
some half-wit humor. Otherwise, it’s 
a tiresome display of excessive emo- 
tionalism and amateurish acting. 

; Designed badly and camera work 
is hardly expect. Costumes are bad, 
too. Shan, 


PRAIRIE THUNDER 


(WITH SONGS) 


lense of First National 
Produ 7) Moestures Diek Foran Directed 
d J htson Original screen play 
’ Bal i R » photographs Ted M 
rd. At Stan N. Y., dual, Nov. 24-2 
‘ tion time »4 mins 
Rod 1 Dick Foran 
Joan Ten -Enen Claneys 
VON vi kacdanweds Krank Orth 
7 vitel errr TT eT Wilfred Lucas 
1. (éiwrehawe Albert J, Smith 
HH » Wol reer ..Yakima Canott 
M ” eae ... Gieorge Chesebro | 
rt Slim Whitake1 
is n ' ] Pr. MetClowan 
£ nt Adan John Harren 
ik Jack Mower 
i ‘ mA qt , 
Jet Paul vouuns 
Thunder’ doesn't follow the usual 
pattern for inging westerns. Its 
ACTON —% back a couple of ve 


to the ; : 
9 the Indinn War serial davs, which 


M > make it ace high with the juves. 
') S 


. by tracing the evolution of 
- ull rd freieht tran: ‘tation 
wu 1 the sagebrush and \adi- 
ately ' :. mistake Any primary 
grade schoolboy knows that 


(WITH SONGS) 

Advan releas: f Spectrum Pictures 
production Stars EFred 3S t Directed 
by Robert Hill Story by Fred Myton; 
camera, Bill Hyver; n by Stephen 
Foster and Rud Sooter \ Arena, N.Y 
two lays, Nov 2H-27 Running tim Dt 
mins 
Cal Brent ore ; Fred Scott | 
I"uZzZs 6eeeubeenere °* ..A1L St. John 
Lo eee ee ee ‘ Lois Januar 
Mvan Trey rrr ere Forrest Taylor 
Walton 660000000668 6b 08 It ! W ims 
Morgan | bua eeae ee Dick Cramer 
Rod Budd fox 
Tom 4 ae , JOsear (Gahan 
Red ‘ is ‘ Art Miles 

Fred Scott is one of the newer 
western heroes. but if the pace of 
‘Cowboy’ is maintained in his sub- 
sequent efforts, it won't be difficult 

j to build a following. 
Current vehicle will hold the in- 


pony express preceded the stage 
coach, 
Story concerns itself with the 


building of a railroad and telegraph 
line westward. Owner of a fleet of 
freight wagons sees in the rails the 
death knell for his outfit. He sup- 
plies hostile Indians with rifles and 
ammunition and incites them to raid 
construction camps and cut telegraph 
wires. Foran uncovers his treacher- 
ous activities and rounds up the 
gang. Indians raid the town where 
they are prisoners and release them. 
Second attack on the village by 
Indians and white inciters, in a final 
attempt to halt the rails, brings in 
the troop of cavalry of which Foran 
is @ member and results in 
scattering of the Red Men and firing 
squad for their allies. 

Plot is reminiscent of past Indian 
epics and carries stock shots of war 
dances, etc., from them. It taxes 
credulity at times but in the final 
analysis is action phus. 

Foran gives a neat performance 
as a combo U. S. cavalry trooper, 
scout and accomplished telegrapher. 
His vocalizing is OK as are the 
numbers provided for him, standout 
being ‘Sunset on Rainbow Trail.’ 
Ellen Clancy as the love angle isn't 
given much to do. 
Foran’s sleepy sidekick attempts to 
inject a little comedy. 

Camera work and dialog are okay 
but sound at times is unintelligible. 


MEET MISS MOZART 


(FRENCH MADE) 


(WITH SONGS) 

French Films release of United Artists 
(France) production Stars Danielle Dar 
rieux Directed by Yvan No ind J, 
Faurez. Adapted from musical comedy, 
‘Mademoiselle Mozart,’ by Yvan Noe; songs 
by Nal Berej:; camera, Robert Lebure and 
and Charles Bauer At Cinema de Paris 
N. Y., week Nov. 26, [37 Running time, 
79 mins. 

Denise... ccccccerses Dunielle Darrieux 
MAKIMeE. cc rerscoccececvocic Pier Mingand 
ANMNEIte..-.ccccccssevcecsecs Pauline Carton 
PASCOUTECAU .cccsccccccsces Baron Fils 
Loulou.....+. Pierrette Caillol 


Nearly two years old, this French 
comedy with a couple of songs in- 


jected to brighten it up was imported | 


to cash in on the publicity Danielle 
Darrieux has received on recently 
being signed by 20th-Fox for Holly- 
wood toil. 


Not a particularly lustrous picture, | 


it won’t do much in the way of 
building up Miss Darrieux. The film 
is away Overlong for what the plot 
offers, with the consequence the 
boredom of repetition will be com- 
municated to the audience. The two 
songs don't offer anything for U. S. 
interests. 

Denise (Miss Darrieux) runs a mu- 
sic shop which is about to be fore- 


closed when rich young Maxime 
(Pierre Mingand) becomes smitten 
by her charm. Sub rosa, he makes 


a deal with the Marshall (Baron 
Fils) to underwrite it with the Mar- 
shall fronting as the angel. Stipula- 
tion is that the young man be given 
a job as salesman in the establish- 
ment, 

Maxime doesn't succeed in awaken- 
ing any romance in the girl, but does 
arouse her ire when she inevitably 
discovers the ruse. Manner in which 
the twain are finally brought to a 
clinch isn’t particularly punchy. 

Several night-club scenes’ with 
views of a line of chorines serve to 


the | 


Frank Orth as | 


} nebulous 


PICTURES 


| and a squatter. Reaches the scene 
just after the squatter is knocked off, 


| young son. Takes the kid to a neigh- 
boring outfit where the reason for 
the fight is explained. Seems all the 
ranchers in the valley have been get- 
| ting threatening notes advising them 
to clear out or take the consequences. 
Some have and others have elected 
to stay and fight. Reason why they 
have been told to shift is never made 


clear, but it will be overlooked. 
Sestt solves the mystery. wi re Sag 
. . evives 6c iily ete: y. Wills tuic 
girl and a permanent job at her 


father’s spread. 

Obviously made on the proverbial 
shoestring, as all the action is out- 
doors, it is nevertheless first rate 
action. Director has done a good 
job. sound is O. K., and camera work 
dese. 2s a nod for scenic shots 





‘Who Killed John Savage 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 23. 


; pro is that a non-pro is any work- | 
Z : ;} ing cowboy 
| but in time to save the dead man’s | 


Warner Bros release of Warner Bro 
First National Teddington Productior 
Stars Nicholas Hiunnen Mart Ml 

j} features Edward Chanman L>ir 
Maurice Elvey Screenplay and " 
| Basi! Dillon; camera, Robert Lepresle At 
Palace, London. Running time, 6S mir 
WO MRGRMD. ook ks wiscres Nicholas Hannen 
|} Anthony Benedick.. sat farry Mackay 
NEN dW deal oe SS ease ae Edward Chanimin 
| Kate Savage....... Kathleen Kelly | 
DAs ctteeseancaceeneae Henry Oscar 
CO ee eee Ross Landon 
Re, peers Cee er eee rere George Kirby 
ot ee ee re eee rae Denier Warren 


Another ‘Who Killed Céck Robin’ 
murder mystery that is properly 
cinematic and should furnish inter- 
esting entertainment. Main reason 
for this classification is the slow 
tempo of the direction throughout. 
Camera work is unpretentious but 
effective, and there are several 
mechanically contrived excitements 
and _ interesting laboratory scenes 
full of intimate detail. 

Nicholas Hannen, one of En@land’s 
| standard actors, is starred in con- 
junction with Barry Mackay. Han- 
inen acquits himself creditably, as 
always, and Mackay contributes a 
sort of leading role. Ed- 
ward Chapman gives an effective 
character interpretation to what 
'would normally be a minor part, and 
|Henry Oscar is sinister throughout. 
|Story good of its kind, but suffers 
mainly from lack of speed in its un- 
foldment. Jolo. 





| Rodeo Squawks 





(Continued from page 1) 





that Turtle Association 
increasingly pulled 
just as they were 
on the bronchos and 
out of the chutes. 
With packed stands out front the 
RAA officials haven’t seen fit so far 
to tell tne pro buckeroos to come 
down off the bucking stock and 
shoot it out. In practically all 
cases Officials have surrendered. 


son is 
have 

strikes 
Sit 


ing 


boys 
stand-up 
about to 
start bust- 


sional rider in the country in their 
| organization. They tour from one 
| coast to the other, usually weekends. 
While Madison Square Garden 
draws the biggest gross (when the 
Chicago Stadium show doesn’t take 





who has never rated 
one point on the RAA score sheet. 
Some non-pro shows let in pros who 
have not more than 200 points, but 
Cal Godshall, who laid the 
non-pro rules when he started the 
Victorville show, still sticks to 
ruling that one point in an RAA 
show makes a rider a pro. 

His Victorville Rodeo is a member 


down 


of the RAA, but it’s more an honor- | 


ary billing than a membership, be- 
cause his outfit is not allowed to vote | 
on RAA policies, and, thouth invited 


to the annual RAA convention at | 
Oden, Utah, Jan. 7-8 it will be] 
merely for the congratulatory hand- 
shakes and to be pumped on how he 


can make his non-pro show pay bet- 


ter than their pro shows. 
Prize Money 
One of the ways he does it, and 
has from the start, is to turn all the 
entry fee money back into prize 
money. The big shows like Madison 


Square Garden have got around to 
that only this year, but Godshall did | 
that from the time he put on his first | 
show. 
Another re 
that he will 
big that half 
sometimes 90% of them. can’t 
what is going on. The ideal arena, 
he says, is about the size of a regu- 
lation football field—about 60 by 110 
yards. Some rodeo grounds are 300 
yards long, and that’s death to the 
entertainment values, he insists. 
Another point he insists on is a 
fast No waits, no horsing 
around, no half-dead stock. His 
may not be the best, but his 
brones, steers, calves and brahma 
bulls are tops. At Salinas, which is | 
the headquarters of the RAA, the 
show is spoiled, he says, because the 
arena is too big and they run it as if 


his 


an 


ason for 
not build 
the 


success is 
arena 
spectators 


so 
and 


see 


show. 


riders 


it were a three-ring circus. The 
esult is a lot of sore necks and no 
fun for the spectators 


Move, he doesn’t run into any labor 
trouble, his show is am. 
What will happen when the working | 
cowboys are organized into the CIO} 
he doesn’t know, but for the present, 
anyway, he contemplates no trouble, | 
because his organization is non-profit | 
making, puts on a swell show and! 
turns all the prizes and entry fees | 
back to the compctitors. | 

The Turtle Association, though | 
barred from competing in the Victor- 
ville show, has no grievance against | 
it. They like to work as of)cials for 
a change, and any special acts needed | 
are drawn from their members. So 


because 





| to 


VARIETY 


are bagging the major portion of the 


' net. 

The Pendleton show this year 
claimed an $8.000 bigger take than 
last year, with an additional $1,750 
on the beer and pop concession and 
said it was due to the fact that they 
gave the Turtle Association, which 
panned the show’ because they 


|; weren't given a free hand in running 


it, the official brushoff. 


One of the feuds between the RAA 
and the CTA is that the RAA insists 
on picking the judges. The Turtle 
boys want the judges picked from 
their owr. members, and at many 
rodeos forced the j This 
doush for the but 
that isn’t the only rea- 


favoring it. The main rea 


have sue 
me 
the 
son fo 
s, they 
membe} are 
skill than = tl 
rodeos f1 
So 
friends 
buck 
that they 


ans more pros, 
pro Say 
mn 
insist because their own 
bettcr able to 


chumps who 


jud: © 
run 


m a mayor’ cena 
Pendleton ha 
in the RAA who 
the CTA 
could 


far nt many 


ive willing 
but they 
lick the pros if 
gary, Cheyenne, Salinas and 
Worth would join them in 
the pros out of the arenas. 
Most of the the 
shows are making routine vestures of 
independence, and say they 
termined not to let the pros 
hows, even if they 
to the public, or, that 


know 


hievure 
Cal- 
Fort 
booting 
execs running 
are de- 
run their 
have to appeal 
closing 
these 


failing, 
down, but the pro to be 


just routines and are sticking to their 


six-shooters. 


Krims Plan Reopening 
Its Downtown, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 


Krim Bros.’ Downtown theatre, ex- 


RKO howcase which has_ been 
closed since la May, 1! being 
readied for reopening soon on a 
double-feature ba House, skedded 
to reopen around Labor Day, has 
been saddled by labor trouble, un- 


ions demanding use of extra men all 
across the boards and management 
unable to do it and stay in black. 
Difficulty expected Ironed 
out in time for opening around holi- 
days, if current business recession 
doesn’t forestall move Although 
Krim Bros.’ lease on house ran out 
in August, it’s understood receivers 
for property stand ready to renew. 
Vaude appears out as possibility 
for house, when and if. it CNS. 
Present plans call for straight pix, 
re-runs and revivals of pop flickers, 


to be 


reot 











they work harder to make the Vic-|0n a 25-35 cent scale, which would 
torville show a success than they do! be considerably — unde recently 
those shows where they know the|upped prices put in effect at other 
town or a group of C. of C. backers ' downtown houses, 

| P prmmnsitineestte Speemwe VOUT EteneNE TUTTURTEDS EPEDE EN CEE OLDE COOTUOTROFETONERERET UT ERD) HERE EOSETDEE EULER DERE CeOpHRRERETI TE 


Torlisians have every ace profes- | 


away the big names by running a | 


rodeo), that by no means is the only 
money for the pros who ride high, 


sparkle up the footage. But, un-/| wide and often anything but hand- 
fortunately, dullness pervades the | some. 


proceedings most of the way. 
Darrieux lifts her voice briefly 
dueting with Mingand, while he 
warbles the other song solo. 

Baron Fils as the bumbling, not too 
bright 


Miss 


ROAMING COWBOY 


terest of juves and their elders alike. 


| Opens in a gun fight and closes in 
the same manner. with very few 
also 


thas a 2000 Simneing yore, } it 
| Some o. the vocal 


| rancher’s daughter 


the | battle 


lapses of action between. Scott 


g ig is his 


sequences give the 
impression of being dubbed. Al St. 
John provides the comedy and does 
okay. Lois January is the inevitable 
but all she has to 
do is look pretty, although in one 
two scenes it is demonstrated she 
is one femme lead who can ride. 
Seott. with his partner, St. John, is 
a roamer who is attracted to gun 
between a gang of ruffians 


or 


.| better than $1.000. 


All the cowboys know what all 
the other cowboys are making, but 
they don’t know what the RAA boys 
are making, The reason the in- 
coraes of the performers is public 
knowledge is because each week 
the RAA posts the points of the 
cowboys. Roughly, each point rep- 


show day-and-date with the Garden | 


resents $1 won in prize money. This | 


is especially true .of calf-roping 
steer-wrestling, single-steer roping 


and team-roping. 
| pays a point and a half to the dol- 
lar. 
$8,000 a Year Average 
Top pros make around $8,000 a 
year, with at least 200 riders doing 
While this looks 


But bronc riding | 


| big to the $30 a month they'd get | 


on the range, with ammunition and 
beans thrown in, it’s small change, 
the Turtle boys contend, to what 
the RAA outfits are piling up as the 
entrepreneurs, 

R. A. A. heads have been watch- 
ing the amateur idea in other fields 
of entertainment, — Major Bowes 
on down, and wondering if that isn’t 
their way out, too. Best shows as 
presently rated are Sun Valley, 
Idaho, (pro); Ogden, Utah (pro): 
| Victorville, Calif. (non pro); and 
Salinas, Calif. (pro). 

To the RAA boys, that Victorville 
item is what has opened their eyes. 
| Victorville is the first of the non- 


pro shows and it has grown in four | 


years from nothing to the turn- 
jaway show of the year. Pros are 
only allowed to assist at the chutes, 
help in the judging and otherwise 
act as official stooges. 

All the riding and prize money at 
Victorville goes to the non-pros. 


‘The diff between a pro and a non- 


Tt eal 


Pn itl uit. Ce 
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2ND BIG WEEK! 
Jeanette MacDONALD 
in “THE FIREFLY” 


with 


Allan Jones @ Warren William 


“DOUBLE WEDDING” 
Starting Thursday 


CARY COOPER in “SOULS AT SEA" 
On Stage 
BHEILA 

BARRETT 


Louis 
SOBOL 


CROSS and 
DUNN 








RADIO 
crIrr 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“NOTHING SACRED" 


With CAROLE LOMBARD and 
FREDRIC MARCH 
Spectacular Stage Productions 











W POPULAR PRICES 
Mr. PAUL MUNI 


OLA 


BK’ way, sith 


Picture at 10:05 a.m.—i2:10 p.m.—2:15—14:206— 
6 :20—8 :25—10 :30—12:35 a.m, 


— 


IiMEKs 





PARAMOUNT.iO 
HELD OVER 3KD WEEK 
j j IN PERSON 
| “EBB TIDE”. FRANCES 
. | LANGFORD 
i) Oscar Homolka | BUNNY 
| Frances Farmer BERIGAN 
| Kay Miliand 41\pD BAND 








| 
low Av. & 50th St. | 


| “Dinner at 


| 0 y | the Ritz” 


on the st 
35° TO 


iPM. | WALTER 


BKAKTO and MANN 
SEATS CASSEL 
| 











Wednesday, December 











Los Angeles 
(Day and date at State 
and Chinese theatres) 


Milwaukee 
Omaha 
Portland 
Cincinnati 
Detroit 
Washington 
* Evansville 
y Atlanta 


The First Nine! 
All Fine! 





LOVE & KISSES 
AT THE BOX-OFFICE! 


This bird’s 
got a 
nose for 
news 


and his 


nose knows 


that the 


biggest surprise 


hit of many 
seasons Is 


M-G-M’s thrilling 
heart-throb show 
“NAVY BLUE AND 
GOLD® (at the box-office!) 


10 
mes Stewor! L 


ry Yours ‘ m Brown i e Bruce 





1, 1937 
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yore Production Chart 


(Continued from page ?4) 


Lewis; original screen play by George Waggner; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Williar: Hall, Jane Wyman, Esther Ralston, Robert War- 
Wits. 
‘ #ADLOCKED,’ formerly titled ‘MORE THAN LOVE,’ produced by 
Edinund Grainger; directed by Ted Sloman; original by Lester Cole; screen 


play by Lester Cole and Newman Levy; photographed by Milton Krasner. | 
Cast: Kent Taylor, Fay Wray, Larry Blake, Nan Gray, Samuel S. Hinds, | 


Halliwell Hobbes, Jane Darwell, 
Mudie, Bert 
Hunier. 


Fritz Leiber, Granville Bates, Leonard 
Roach, Virginia Sale, Lillian Elliott, John Miller, Henry 


Universal Pic Now in Production 

‘MAD ABOUT MUSIC,’ produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Norman 
Taurog; original story by Marcella Burke and Frederick Kohner; screen 
play by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson; photographed by Joseph 
Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Herbert Marshall, Arthur Treacher. 
Christian Rub. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Nana Bryant, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Helen Parrish, Joan Tree, Martha O’Driscoll. 

‘FLASH GORDON’S TRIP TO MARS,’ (serial) produced by } 
Sacecky; directed by Forde Beebe and Robert Hill; original screen play by 
Ray Trampe, Norman S. Hall and Herb Dalmis, based on syndicated 
cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ 
Jean Rogers, Frank Shannon, Charles Middleton, Donald Kerr, Beatrice 
Roberis, Dick Alexander. 

‘BORDER WOLVES,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joseph H. 
Lewis; story and screen play by Norton S. Parker; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Connie Moore, Fuzzy Knight. 

“FHE BLACK DOLL,’ produced by Larry Fox and Irving Starr; directed 
by Otis Garrett; screen play by Robertson White from novel by William 
Edward Hayes; photographed by Ira Morgan. Cast: Donald Woods, Nan 
Grey, Edgar Kennedy, C. Henry Gordon, John Wray, Doris Lloyd, Addison 
Richards, William Lundigan. 

‘MOUNTAINS ARE MY KINGDOM,” produced by Henry MacRae; 
directed by Wyndham Gittens; screen play by Eliot Gibbons from nevel 
by Siuart Hardy; photographed by Ellwood Bredcll. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr.; 
Frances Robinson, Fred Kohler, Sr.; Robert Barrat, Alonzo Price, William 
Lundigan. 


Warners 


New Balance te 


Number > umber New in Be Plaeed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be°ere Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Reems Cameras tion 
| ee a ee 6% 21 4 15 20 20 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank McDonald: 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker: photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 


‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Breezy 
Eason; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson. 


*FOVARICH.’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Anatole Litvak; 
play by Jacques Deval; screen play by Casey Robinson; photographed by 
Charles Lang Cast: Claudette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Car- 
novsky, Gregory Gave, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 
Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 
Martel, Heather Tratcher. 

‘PATIENT IN ROOM 18,” produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Bobby 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart: photographed by James 
a Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 

cWade. 


‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,” produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens, original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
ene Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O'Connell, Dick Purcell, Sheila 

romley. 


“WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled “FHIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 
Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John 
Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 


‘GIRLS ON PROBATION,’ formerly titled ‘TOO MUCH OF EVERY- 
THING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Arthur Lubin: original sereen 
play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco and Wally Klein; photographed 
by George Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, 
Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille Gleason. 

‘PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- 
rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings: photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 
Frank Craven. 

“HIGHWAY PIRATES,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by B. Reeves 
Eason; original screen play by Sherman Lowe: photographed by Ted 
ice Cast: Beverly Roberts, Dick Purcell, Gloria Blondell, Charles 

Oy. 

‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Fra.k 
McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kenndy, Rosella 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 

‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Busby 
Berkeley; original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; screen play by 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Louella O. Parsons. 

“GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,’ produced in technicolor by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner: photographed by Sol Polito. ast: 
George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains. Margaret Lindsay, Tim 
Holt, Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West, Marcia Ralston. 

‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholsen and Charles Robinson; screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo: photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Me- 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. 

‘A SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER, produced by Sam Bischoff: directed 
by Lloyd Bacon; play by Damon Runyon and Howard Lindsay: screen play 
by Joseph Schrank and Earl Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. 


Barney | 


Crabbe, | 


ito date was 
tive Frank 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1 
and 


| 








‘Wake and Live’ Suit EXPLOITATION :-: by Eves w. Sargent | 


| In Kings County supreme court, | 


|help pictures even if some change in 


| sentiment at the Capitol is unfavor- 


N. Y., Edmund Benguiat has started | 
suit for injunction and damages; | 
against 20th Century-Fox over ‘Wake 
Up and Live,’ alleging copyright in- 
fringement. Suit stems from a script 
by himself and Don Terry titled | 
‘Take the Air’ which was allegedly 
submitted to 20ih-Fox in 1935, and 
rejected. 

Edwin P. Kilrog, attorney for 20.h, 
and J. T. Abelscs, of counsel, 
ally deny all chavges. 


Films Do 0. K. 


(Continued 


gener- 











from page 5) 


speculation about | 
lightening of the load amounts to} 
nothing move than wish-thinking. 

A clear example of how poor the 
results of the Par aciion have been | 
given by Representa- 
Buck, the only Cali- 
fornian on the Ways and Means Sub- 
committee. Although he is alawys 
ready to fight for anything desired | 
by Pacific Coast interests, he told | 
Variery. Friday (26). that nobody | 
ever has intimated to him that there | 
igs substantial dislike for the tax on 
the part of the industry. 

If the industry can be mobilized | 
injected with a fighting spurit| 
there is a remote possibility that 
Congress may be willing to tamper 
with the tax. But it looks as if the 
lawmakers will be least likely to 


sional ranks, 


— 


the 10% bite should be deemed de- 
sirable. About the only discernible 


able toward exhibitors. Legitimate 
drama, circuses, and some other 
amusements might be able to put on 
a strong enough appeal for mercy, 
but the general attitude is that the 
picture business is so good, with the 
major units so well-heeled finan- 
cially, that a little thing such as a 
few cents on each ducat should not 
cause any beefs. 
Films the Belk Revenue 

The lawmakers and the Treasury 
experts are cognizant that film the- 
atres produce the bulk of the rev- 
enue credited to the admissions levy. 
Currently around 80% of the Gov- 
ernment’s haul from the box office 
tap is credited to exhibition, with 
cabarets, sports events, legit and all | 
other forms of entertainment con-| 
tributing only $2,006,000 or so de-| 
spite the proportionally higher rate | 
which they pay on their greater | 
ticket prices. 

Industry figures may individually | 
and among themselves feel they are | 
being pretty badly treated and may | 
consider that their case is so con-| 
vincing on its merits that Congress | 
should surrender quickly, but the 
picture business confronts a prac- 
tical condition, not a theory. Con- 
gress is not going to chop off $18,- 
000,000 to $20,000,000 of dependable 
and easily-collected revenue, espe- 
cially while the Government’s fiscal 
situation is so upsetting, without 
being told some other source from 
which the dough can be derived. 
This, furthermore, is the President's 
known slant on the entire tax | 
problem. 

Material relief for small corpora- 
tions of all sorts from present bur-j| 
densome taxes on their total income | 
is a foregone conclusion, although | 
the legislative processes may not be 
concluded in time to lighten the load 
for 1937. Drastic modification of the 
surplus profits levy already has been 
agreed on by the House Subcommit- 
tee, which last week rubber-stamped 
a formula which calls for return to 
higher rates on normal company in- 
come. 

The scheme which now appears 








| most likely to be adopted involves 


Cast: | 


Edward G. Robinson, Jane Bryan, Ruth Donnelly, Edward Brophy, Harold | 


Huber, Willard Parker, Allen Jenkins, George F. Stone, John Litel. 
MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Bryan Foy: associate, 
Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel Smith: original story by Mignon 
G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe: photographed by L. William 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis. Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 
Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, 
Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 
Warner Pictures in Production 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD, produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by William Keighley; original screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Seton I. Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone, Patric 
Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 

‘JEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke: directed by William Wyler; 


screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel; from play by Owen 
Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis. Henry Fonda, 
George Brent, Fay Bainter, Henry O'Neill, Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, 


tichard Cromwell. Spring Byington. 

‘EVERYBODY WAS VERY NICE,” produced by Lou Edelman; directed 
by Stanley Logan: original by Stephen Vincent Benet; screen play by 
Robert Buckner, Lawrence Kimble and Clements Ripley; photographed by 
George Barnes. Cast: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, John Litel, Dick 
Foran, Thomas Mitchell, Mona Barrie, Barbara O'Neil! 

‘FOOD FOR SCANDAL,’ produced and directed by Mervyn LeRoy: 
screen play by Herb and Joe Fields: photographed by Theodore Tetzlaff. 

ast: Carole Lombard, Fernand Gravet. Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jenkins, 
Isabel Jeans, Marie Wilson, Marcia Ralston. 


| $5,000 and 14% 


allowing corporations to duck the 
profits levy on the first $25,000 of 
their annual take and boosting the 
normal rate to 12! on the first 
on the 
This would be accompanied 
vision of the levy 
comes, with a sliding 
tax varying according to 


by re- 


on greater in- 
scale normal 


the per- 


centage of earnings withheld and dis- 
tributed to stock-holde1 Top rate 
would be 20’). on more than $25,000, 
with the bite cut 4/10°%. for each 
10% of annual feceipts paid out to 
investors, 

This the way the plan would 
work: a company with net incorne 
of $50,000 would pay 1242 on the 
first $5.000, 14°, on the next $20.000 


and 20% on the balance if it puts all 


earnings into reserve, or 19.6° if it 
kept only 90% of receipts, oO! 
19.2%, if it kept only 80%, etc. Com- 
pany which paid out every penny of 
its profit would be forced to give 


the Government only 16° on that 
part of its take above the $25,000 | 
mark. 
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No Broken Blossoms 
Louisville. 
‘Blossoms on Broadway’ suggested 


a few musical angles to A. J. Kal- 
berer and Carrol Hannah, who 
jointly worked out in co-operation 


with local firms tie-ups which were 
attention compelling, and had a de- 
cidedly beneficial result on the 
week's gross. 

Girl singer and piano player were 
secured from a local radio station, 
and spotted in a prominent down- 
town cocktail lounge twice daily. 
Tne vocalist stressed the ‘Blossom 
on Broadway’ number throushout 
the one-hour session, and suce 
fully planted the number’ with 
patrons of the spot, which as a rul 
does not feature vocal numbe1 A 
30 x 40 card in front of the entrance 
announced the stunt, and cards were 
pr'nted featuring a cocktail, named 
for the pic. A prize of $1 a day was 


th 


,; awarded to waiters selling the -m st 


cocktails, which imsured an extra 
amount of publicity. A girl singer 
was also spotted in the window of 
the town’s leading music store. and 
wording in an attractive display, 
elogged sidewalk traffic, with the 
music emanating through a p.a. sys- 

Two attractive girls 
sashes bearing pie’s title distributed 
1,000 real carnations (promoted '. 
Stationed at leading corner of bus'- 


ness district at the noon hour. Each 
carnation was tagged with a plug 


for the theatre and bore adveriisc- 
ment of the florist on the reverse 
side. 


Holiday Stuff 


Seattle. 

Fifth Avenue’s manager, Andrew 
Saso, pulled a special early a. m. 
matinee Thursday and Saturday for 
the kiddies with the bill designed to 
appeal to the young folks; ‘Heidi,’ 
two-reel Popeye, ‘Ali Baba’ and ‘Man 
Without Country.” On ‘Heidi’ there 
was Quaker Oats tieup with 225,000 
heralds and broadsides playing up 


Shirley Temple, left at chain stores, | 


ete.. for distribution to patroms. 


Ads over Thanksgiving for all 
Hamrick-Evergreen local theatres 
were grouped, leading off with 


‘Heidi’ and sprinkled with art show- | 


ing turkeys, corn, pumpkins, et cect. 

Plenty of radio as well as news- 
papers being used by Hamrick-Ever- 
green to exploit pixes. Bon Marche 
dept. store showing children’s {1sh- 
ions in main show window a la Shivr- 
ley. 


2-1 im Keiths 
Indianapolis. 

Keith's. film-vaude house, has a 
ne angle on two-for-one paper. 
Usually given away here in drug or 
department stores with ad tieup, the- 
atre has a crew of door-to-door can- 
vassers making the nabe districts 
passing out paper according to num- 
ber of persons in family. 

At the protest o* nabe theatres and 
downtown second-run houses, Keith’s 
has lost right to show produet of 
many of the major producing com- 
panies, and now depends on a few 
minors for film. Paper passes two 
for top price of 25c, same scale as de 
luxe nabes. 





Turtles 


Warner Bros. sent out about 75 live 
turtles to newspapermen, reviewers 


and others to promote ‘It’s Love ['m/! 


After.’ Turtles had the shell lettered 


| with an ad for the picture and were 


addressed to the individual recipient. 
Sending live turtles is familiar stuff 
at the summer resorts, but it’s the 
first time they have gone into pic- 
tures. Made plenty of talk. 

Herb Crooker’s idea, and a 
one. 


good 


Purely Personal 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Imperial, Asheville, recently snent 
a few cents to very good advantage. 
A want ad was used in the Daily 
Citizen there, under the ‘Personal’ 
classification for insertion of the fol- 
lowing result-getting ad for a re- 
turn there of ‘Broadway Melody’: 
‘If the two girls who were s2en 
kissing the picture of Robert Taylor 
in the Imperial theatre loby will 
report to the manager thev will re- 
ceive a iree nass to see ‘Broadwiy 
Melody,’ which starts Fi id iv. 


Toured the Door 
Oklahoma C 
During howing of ‘Stace DPD 
here, Standard Theatre 
a replica of 


a conventid 
iwe-door ent: 
Yirl dressed as chorus dame stand 
beside a door which she onened 
closed, revealing 
-ups from 

street 


lit-unp ad ) 
blov 
local 


Gl 


Mim. 


during week’ ) 


ol 


Tieing In 
Troy N. ¥ 

As part of a Thank me 4 
celebration by the Danish 
Society, the Bijou will) screen 
ll p.m., a Danish all-dialog co 
film, ‘Sol Over Denmark.’ 

3efore and after the show, th 
will be music and dancing in Dan 
Hall, across the = street) from th 
theatre, 


tills. Tru toured 


wearing | 


Spreading Around 


Deiroit. 
Series of small ads, being used by 
United Detroit chain to cateh non- 
amusement page readers, is attract- 
ing considerable attention from other 
theatre circuits, which are seeking 
data on effect and use of ads. 


Based on surveys showing only 
about 30% of newspaper readers 


who scan amusement pages, 3-in. by 
1 column ads have been scattered 
throughout local shee for past 
month or so, in addition to re¢ular 
ized blurbs on amusement pages. 
And, according to UD'’s publicity 
chief, Earl Hucson, ads are having 
uch good effect thev'll be continued 
indefinitely. 


Ads, localized to particular sec- 
tions in waich they're spotted, are 
placed in almost all seciions of 
sheets, including financial, radio, 
sports and soctety. 

With a Local Anzle 
Albany. 
For the advertised ‘world pre- 


miere’ of ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ at Fa- 
bian’s Grand, Manager Larry Cowan, 
himself an officer in the Naval 
serve, invited the head of the Navy’s 
Albany district recruiting staff and 


> 
1e- 


| its members, as well as more than 


100 area N. R. officers. 

Christian Brothers Academy (mili- 
tary) band of 100 also were guests, 
playing a musical program on the 
stage at 9 p. m. They were the first 
of a group of bands, with cheer- 
leaders from local high schools in- 
vited for special ‘night’ during a 
football week, in which pix are being 
exhibited spotlighting moments of 
school games played in the Albany 
area this fall. Public, parochial and 
private high schools have their in- 
dividual evenings. 





Frankness 
New Haven. 
Peak in candid advertising was 
reached here last week by nabe 


| prop who wanted to bally the fact 


that he was giving away Thanks- 


giving gobblers along with double 
feature show. 
Ad read: ‘Exclusive’ and ‘Love on 


the Run’—Two Turkeys.’ 
Done With Mirrors 
Omaha. 
Dandy stunt for advance on Fred 
Astaire’s new flicker, ‘Damsel In Dis- 
tress,’ is being worked out here by 
Louise Cotter at the Brandeis thea- 
tre. Gag takes its tin from film 
(Continued on page 63) 


| Theatre Changes 


Lynchburg, Va 
Fire destroyed tine Star at Rich- 
lands, Va., with:a loss estimated at 
$50,000. House was manazed by R. 
G. Flannary. 








Urichsville, O. 

A. K. Veach, Cleveland, named 
manager of the State and Ohio here 
and the Lineoln in nearby Dennison, 
followmg purchase of the three 
houses from the Twin City Thevwire 
Co. by Tuscarawas Amusement C>., 
a new corporation composed of Chi- 
cago and Cleveland = capitalists. 
Veach succeeds FE. F. Elgin of Dover. 

Pittsburgh. 

John C. Pisher has been trans- 
ferred by zone chief Harry Kalmine 
to Sharon, Pa. where he becomes 
eity manager. 

Paul Kleinerman, formerly assist- 
ant at the Roosevelt. Harry Hendel’s 
indie house om Center avenue, has 
zone to suburban Bellevue to man- 
age the Linden, nabe site. 

Philadelphia. 

Herman Hirshhorn, former mune 
ager of Rex theatre, Reading, min- 
ager of William Goldman's pr-w 
News Theatre here. Goldman also 
announeed appointment of Earl Bai- 
ley, former manager of the Upiovn 


Philly, to same post at New Hith- 
way theatre, York, which opens 
Christmas eve. 

Clearfield theatre has been sold ‘by 
William Builer to Louis Rovner in- 


terests. 


FPay’s theatre. 


operated by Comere- 


ford for past four vears, has been 
taken over by Eddie Sherimen, vaude 
yooker, Staff remnairs a . 
Tom Splendor, formerly : tant 
naser of the Roosevelt. is direct- 
fortunes of Leo PP }" oop 
Crest theatre 
Houston 
Plans for a $109,009 theatre. the 
venth suburban house of the Ine 
erstate chain in Houston, °' e ne 
suunced this week by Al Lever, ty 
manater, with the ourehaoase a 
109 by 200 feet. on North Moin 
Peschell “ct Tertative plans 
ent) for bevtlting three sddditionoe! 
veatres in 1928. 
B ! 
} B. Lieberman yt) 2 
| nont, | mn, oa ’ S m 
Ie Cn M one [? - 
1 vy forme: tint 
Thapksgivin | Jo 
nd-date policy with the do aa | 
‘Boston house and Malden theatre 











VARIETY carried this ad on 
September 15, 1937. Now 
read the amazing follow-up! 





Ss re 


David O. Selznick’s 4 United Artists releases will gross more than 


51 000,006 


during their stay ¢ at Radio cy Music Hall, New York 






S| 


LI TLE LORD FAUNTLEROY played two weeks to stand-out business, with its fourteenth day *3000 over ma ge aay 
TF E GARDEN OF ALLAH held over for second week with its eighth day grossing '20,200 and the total for its run an outstanding Mashed hig 


A STAR IS BORN only the sixth picture in six years to vale a three weeks run. . and it crashed record after record in a al at 


engagement that foretold its nationwide triumphs, 








all-time high for any sdegle day not including a midnight show. ‘hi 
headed toward another miracle figure which will mean that at theipo 
of its run, four Selznick International productions will have gribse 


ONE MILLION DOLLARS IN A SINGLE I 3 








solenich 


ond FREDRIC MARCH i, ° 


in Tech 
Nicolor . Directed by William 


*NOW IN ITS SECOND REC 
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United. Aphis, Corporation 


729 SEVENTH AVE. 
NEW York 














To the Managing Director 
Of the RADIO CITY music HALL 
Dear Mr, Van Schmus: 
Please add 
Ain $115,000 
14 for the first week of 


NOTHInNng 





SACRE D* 








to that grand total 





Piled up by 


DAVID o, SELZNICK 


Productions! 








Y , c C NN 
CR D” with CHARLES INNINGER — . te ‘ 
' W S r play by Ben Hecht > Releasec ru L At Sts 
; er A 
liam A. ellman e Oocre 
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RECORD-MAKING WEEK: 
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General Motors Only Major Sponsor 


General Motors is the only major 
air advertiser which has so far dis- 
closed an inclination to curb appro- 
priations because of the current 
business recessicn. Packard, Ford, 
Nash, Chrysler and Hudson, all but 
the first account being on NBC, are 
holding on to their shows and spots 
the Sunday 
NBC blue, GM is 
renewing for Varsity Show 
also NBC, and ‘Romantic 
Rhythms’ (Chevrolet) and ‘News 
Through a Woman's Eyes’ with 
Kathrya Cravens (Pontiac), the I[at- 
ter two being on Columbia. Varsity 
Show finishes its present 13-week 
cycle Dec. 24, 

Elizabeth Arden will 
Duchin off the blue link Dec. 22, but 
it will remain an NBC customer 1i 
a more desirable spot can be cleared 
ior it on the red (WEAF) network. 
Other imminent folds on the blue 


In addition to night 


contracts on the 
not 
(Pontiac ), 


are Gruen watch; Dec. 26, and Cycle | 


Trades of America, Dec. 19. 
Arriving in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) from a visit to Detroit, H. L. 
McClinton, N. W. Ayer agency con- 
tact with its Ford Motor account, 
said the automotive firm has signi- 
fied no intention of cutting down on 
its network advertising. 
Rumors have been rife in 
trade circles that Ford would jetti- 


son his Sunday Evening Hour, in-| 


program on CBS. 
These reports started to circulate 
after General Motors admitted it 
was folding its NBC concert series. 
Other: Ford show, Al Pearce gang, 
has been recently renewed. 


Technical Out 


For Columbia s 
Western Feed 


First instance of a CBS show being 
fed over the independent California 
Radio System developed Monday 
(29) when General Mills’ ‘Hollywood 
in Person’ started to originate from 
KFWB, Warner Bros.’ outlet in Los 
Angeles. Same five-day-a-week pro- 
gram is being released over Colum- 
bia’s Pacific link. 

Included in the CBS are the Mc- 
Clatchy stations, which are also tied 
up with NBC. Columbia recently re- 
fused to feed two General 
programs, Kate Smith and ‘We the 
People’ to the McClatchy Group. In 
that case the shows would have had 
to be taken off a CBS wire. With 
‘Hollywood in Person,’ CBS 


stitutional-plug 








up the McClatchy stations stems 
likewise from a non-CBS outlet. 


GALLUP SURVEY DUE 


Data Obtained by Public Opinion 
Checkers 








Dr. George Gallup, research direc- 


tor for Young & Rubicam, will re- 


week 
radio 


i) 


the coming 
the country’s 


lease within 
breakdown of 


homes as compiled by his Institute | 


of Public Opinion. Data was col- 


lected by the Institute’s field staff 


while taking a weekly cross- 
section of public opinion on current 
political and economic questions. 

Set ownership breakdown will be 
by sections, states, and by 
small town and farm communities. 
Copies oi the information will be 
furnished the neiworks and any sta- 
tions that ask for them. A copy will 
also be turned over to the Joint Com- 
mittee on Radio Research for its use 
when it gets around to estimating 
the number of radio homes as of the 
bezinning of 1938. 


Camel Fate Uncertain 


Camel hasn't decided whether it 
wants to pick up its option on ‘Jack 
Oakie College’ (CBS). Present con- 
tract expires Jan. 4. 

Account is inclined to retain 
Benny Goodman half of the Tuesday 
night hour but it would like to get 


away from having the Packard show | a maneuver to prepare for an attack | 
as opposition. William Esty is the|on the union. Protests from trade | 
avency. J unionists and others against Carter's 


take Eddie | 


1 a 


Foods | 


can 
point to a technical out, since the | 
source of the prozram is not a Co- | NBC's 


° . ar ing | . ° . 
lumbia station and the wire hooking | the Trans-Lux Building, heading for| that date because of physical im- | Jack Oakie’s half of the Camel air 


urban, | 


the 





Pulling In Because of Biz Chill 


No Privileges 


Hartford, Nov. 30. 
New England radio editor 
wrote publicity office of J. Wal- 
ter Thompson for cardboard 
Charlie McCarthy offered on 
Chase & Sanborn show 


Advised to buy four Ibs. of 
coffee and send in bag fronts, 
just like the customers | 











Nat'l Press Club 
Seeks Sponsor 





For Roundtable 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

Growth of interest in regular | 
news comment programs from the | 
| National Capital is mirrored in new 
|feed to Mutual network and _ talk 
|about a regular round table discus- 
sion by big-name Washington corre- 
| spondents. 


| Set 


to launch the second nightly 
|feature of this sort, Mutual is 
i shuffling schedules for web debut of 
| Fulton Lewis, Jr., former Universal 
| Service scribe. Now does stunt five 
| times weekly for WOL, local chain 
| outlet, and is slated to go on the net- | 
;}work on the same schedule as a 
sustaining program. Only regular | 
interpreter currently going on from | 
the seat of government is Gen. Hugh | 
|S. Johnson for NBC. | 


| Talk of the round table idea has | 
not jelled but recently went so far 
that officers of the National Press 
|Club were dickering with an agency 
in search for a sponsor so the Club 
might set up a foundation for elderly 
|and injured members. Original 
{scheme seems to have been pigeon- 
holed because of objections from the 
|}Club roster, but general scheme is 
| still being mulled in industry circles. 
30 Visio Sets in L. A. 








Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

| Mutual-Don Lee promise televi- 
{sion on jntensive experimental sched- 
ule after first of year. Station is us- 
\ing RCA Iconoscope. 

Some 30 set owners within ten- 
mile radius will be televised daily 
| programs, 





Stang te Hollywood 
Washington, Nov. 30. 
Gordon Stang, engineer who 
supervised technical development of 
new Washington studios in 


| Hollywood. 
| To help build another modernistic 
set-up for the same web. 


Labor Paper Vents Attack on G. M. 
at Made Mistake—Meant Gen. Foods iocnita’ Sass: 8 


Publicity department of General 
| Motors is demanding a retraction 
from the editor of People’s Press, of- 
ficial organ of the American Radio 
Telegraphers’ Association, CIO af- 
filiate, for a story in the 
issue taking the motor combine to 
task for assuming the 
of Boake Carter. Letter from GM 
poinis out that the Press obviously 
has its generals confused, since it 
was General Foods that has been re- 
ported to be dickering for Carter’s 
services. Carter quits Philco Feb. 
22, with $3,500 a week being the 
price quoted for him. 

Carter is referred to by the Press’ 


story as the ‘radio news commentator | 


attacks on 
harmed the 100°, 
radio,’ 


whose labor seriously 
union-made Philco 


‘It was immediately pointed 


out,’ states the story, ‘that General | 


Motors has stalled negotiations with 
the United Auto Workers for sev- 
eral months, and the question was 
raised whether Carter’s new job was 


| elements 


sponsorship | 


0&J End Oil Series 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Olsen and Johnson are washing up 
their variety show for Richfield Oil 
in two weeks. 
Sponsor will bankroll only one air 
turn, Richfield Reporter. 


Bill Hay Stays A. ’n’ A. 
Blackface Duo Contract 











Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
After considerable pro and con- 
ning, F. Wallis Armstrong agency 
has decided to retain. Bill Hay for 
Amos ‘nh’ Andy commercials after 
team switches over to Campbell 

soups first of the year. 
were that his 
| synonymous with the toothpaste he 
|has been plugging for eight years 
and that his voice would not carry 
|full weight for the soup bally. As 


against this was the proven fact 
that his absence would be resented 
by A & A fans. 

When the burnt cork comics 
switched to the Coast from Chicago, 
| Lord & Thomas used Carlton KaDell 
}on the commercials. That extra load 
of mail each day was from dialers 
who wanted to know what became 
of Bill Hay. Agency put in a fast 
call for Hay. Armstrong men figure 
it would be a better gamble on the 
Pepsodent wearing off than to have a 
strange voice saying ‘here they are.’ 

Hay drags down $16,000 a year for 
the stint. 


Under terms of contract with soup | agency production heads that unless | 
outfit, A & A must make four annual | they warmed up to their work with | 


guest appearances on Hollywood 
Hotel, the other Campbell airshow. 


ROCKE SUES 20TH-FOX 
ON ‘NON-FULLFILLMENT’ 


Rocke Productions, Inc., has begun 
suit in N. Y. supreme court to compel 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. to 
carry out a contract entered into last 
May .under which the film corp. is 
alleged to have agreed to furnish 
the plaintiff with five-minute sound 
track of current.pictures and equip- 
ment for use in a series of radio 
broadcasts under the title of ‘Morn- 
ing Matinee.’ 

Rocke alleges 20th reneged on 
agreement after it (Rocke) had lined 
up sponsors for the program which 
was to cover 26 weeks of half-hour 
periods. Twentieth has asked the 
court for a bill of particulars from 
the plaintiff. Suit is for damages to 
| be fixed by the Court. 


Marek Weber Sponsored 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 














| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


over reins of NBC-Red Carnation 
Milk weekly hi lf-hour. 
Resignation of Frank Black as of 


possibility of making trip to town 
| Pee left the spot open. 
Weber is at the Congress Hotel. 


| dishonest attacks on labor flooded 
| into Philco for weeks and the United 
| Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
|}ers, which has a closed shop con- 


| tract with Philco and a long record | 
Nov. 27 | 


of friendly relations, protested that 
Carter’s comments were endangering 
the jobs of its members.’ 


} 


| Quote 
| Article concludes with the follow- 
|ing statement: ‘His record with 


Philco indicated his programs would 
be most helpful to a company 


launching a war on labor. and his 
employment by General Motors in- 
creased the expectations that the 


| United Auto Workers were going to 
have to battle GM again.’ 

Indications last week 
Carter been set 


that 
General 


were 


has with 


ing up the announcement was the 
| usual courtesy which exists between 
terminating and 
It was disclosed 
agent started 
several weeks 
agencies were 
' proached. 


successor 
that when 
peddling 


azo 


sponsors. 
Carter’s 
around 
Motors 
those ap- 


him 
General 
among 


Specifies Hotel Dates 


Conflicting 
name is | 


Effective Jan. 3, Marek Weber, | 
brand-new to radio and also 
new to the United States, takes 


Foods and that the only thing hold- | 


Hurt; G. F. 


| Political Ribber Nixed | 








Chitago, Nov. 30. 

Hill Blackett, of Blackett- 
Sample - Hummert, personally 
supervising the booking of 
talent for Young Republican 
Rally to be held in Topeka on 
Dec. 4. 

Has signatured several acts 
and a band, but turned a fiat 
nix when agent submitted name 
of Senator Murphy, who does a 
political speech burlesque in 
vaude. 


| 











Detroit Radio Ed 


Raps Hollywood 
Radio Sloppiness 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Hollywood radio producers were 
told off last week by Herschell Hart, 
Detroit News radio ed, out west on 
|/a news prowl for his sheet. He let 
| go with power punches, warning the 





more fervor and inspired effort that 
the drift back east will be greatly 
| accelerated. 


In his comparisons he said eastern | 


|producers really knuckled down, 
| while on the Coast it sized up to 
jhim as a haphazard, half-baked at- 
|tempt to get it out of the way with 
las little effort as 
| pointed out that the mental attitude 
‘of stars and producers was not con- 
| ducive to the best performances and 
ithat no one was really warmed up 
| when the red light flashed on. He 
also found fault with the dress of 
|performers and decried the Coast 
practice of going on the air attired 
in sweat shirts and other none too 
flattering scenic effects. He pleaded 
|\for a warm-up sesh for musicians, 
'and deplored the present system of 
|putting them on the air with cold 
| instruments. 

| His volley was fired over KFWB 
on Gene Inge’s ‘Take the Air’ pro- 


gram, one of a flock of shows calcu- | 
\lated to point out what’s wrong with | 


radio and occasionally single out its 
| virtues. 


MAY MOVE JACK OAKIE 


| Camel Hour Decision Awaits Results 








| Of Surveys 








Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


| William Esty agency will move 


} 


| show from Columbia to NBC if a 


| favorable spot on the red network 


is available. 

| Savington Crampton, 
|chief and producer, 

| setup similar to Lucky 


West Coast 
feels that a 
Strike gives 
the sponsor wider and more varied 
coverage. 
Oakie’s future with 


the program 


goes off on two weeks notice with 
Benny Goodman giving 
half hour battle in solo. 


Packard a 





Cari Wester Sells Show 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 


Though it doesn't officially start 
operating until next week, Carl 
Wester & Co. has already sold a 
show. Buyer is Johnson's Floor 
| Wax, with Jan. 4 the opening date 
on the NBC-blue and ‘Attorney-at- 
Law’ the script’s working title. 


Needham, Louis & Brorby is the 
agency. 

Carl Wester, who organized the 
new outfit, leaves NBC’s local sales 


force in a week. 
on mornings five times a week. 
Pease, responsible for ‘Lem 
Martha,” will do the scripting. 


Jim 
and 


Cantor in New York 
Hollywood, Noy. 30. 
Eddie Canior air troupe goes east 
for two months with first New York 
origination due Jan. 5. 


| Comedian to do theatre personals 
J until Coast return March 1. 


possible. He | 


‘Attorney’ will be | 


Carter, Philco Deny Labor Pressure 


Offer Much Bigger 


— --————__——_ __ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

Boake Carter shifts from Philco 
18. This consummates negotiat ons for 
Carter’s services that have been 
pending since last February and 
which, duly reported then and sin-e 
in VARIETY were then and since de- 
nied as was and is the strongly trade- 
accepted fact that Carter’s attacks on 
union labor did not help Philco s-les. 

It is now stated that the leave- 
taking is without labor significance. 
Business is just not so hot in radio 
sets and General Foods is ponying 
up a much fatter stipend. That. 
both sides agree, is the whole story. 

Sayre Ramsdell, Philco v.p. states: 


‘Carter is leaving us only because 
he has an opportunity for better 
things and we don’t want to stand 
in his way.’ ‘The change is not due 
to labor pressure or politics.’ 

Under the General Foods aegis, 
Carter will again revert to five air- 
ings weekly. Philco cut the ether- 





|} izings from five to three a week on 
| 


July 5. At the same time number 
|of stations etherizing the mouthings 
| was increased from 23 to 59. Each 
| night’s talk is repeated now several 
hours later for Western circuit. 

| Gabber will continue on Columbia 
inet. Leon and Ike Levy are Carter's 
| personal agent. Commentator will 
| continue to make his base in Philly, 
| airing from WCAU studios. 

| Shift to General Foods was set by 
| Bob Lusk, v.p. of Benton & Bowles. 
Lusk reluctantly confirmed that 
General Foods would be the new 
sponsor but refused to say for what 
particular product Carter would 
plug. 


Better Proposition 
Of the change, Carter said: ‘A 
more attractive offer from another 
sponsor is my sole reason for leaving 


Philco. Our relationship is of the 
| best. There is nothing to reports 
‘that I am leaving because of the 
CIO or AFL or any other reason. 
The row I had with CIO was all 


patched up when I stayed with John 
L. Lewis in Washington early this 
fall. I only recently lunched with 
Jim Carey.’ 

(Carey is James G. Carey, a CIO 
biggie and international prez of 
United, Electrical, Radio and Mae 
chine Workers, the union which has 
Philco plants organized on closed 
| shop basis.) 

Carter was set for a four month 
trip to Europe next spring on the 
Philco cuff. But it’s all off now, he 
said, as new sponsors want him to go 
on just as soon as he drops Philco 
' fetters. 

Spieler said his plans had been to 
ask the State Department to make 


arrangements for interviews with 
Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini. On his 


return, he stated, he intended to take 
a trip down the eastern coast of 
South America for more ‘interview 
material.’ 

To reports that Philco was b.r.ing 
the hegira to ease up the pressure 
from ClIOers, Carter said: ‘I was 
simply going because I haven't been 
to Europe for a long time.’ 

Informed sources had several ex- 
planations of what contribbed to the 


switchover. CIO feeling was no 
doubt important. In addition, new 
; sponsor is passing out a lot more 
‘coin. 


In addition to all else, however, 
Philco wasn’t reluctant to let him go, 
for an entirely different reason. 
That's the present bogged down con- 
dish of radio industry in general. 
Sets aren’t selling at all. Philco’s 
normal employe roster of between 
10.000 and 12,000 now stands at 
than 2.500, 

Philco was generally reported to 
be paying Carter $50,000 a year. As 
to the correctness of this figure he 
told Variety: ‘You'd be surprised.’ 


Pantages Pulled Off 


Hollywood, Nov. 30 
Weinberg agency last week pulled 
Lloyd Pantages off the air when the 
sponsor, a St. Paul beauty prepara- 
tion outfit, failed to live up to con- 
tractual agreement, according to 
agency execs. Deal was for increased 
coin and additional stations after sx 
weeks, but no move was made in 

either direction, agency declared. 
Pantages did a film gossip and dra- 
matic show on the Columbia network 


less 


jfrom KNX, 
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Columbia’s New York division 


affiliates on a-visit to the town h 
the network for their 


How far an affiliate and the n 
illustrated the week before when 


to be the top hit of the season. 
in his party. 


pay, but he wa 
was not disclosed to him. 





theatre tickets and it’s all charged off to station relations. 
ave got into the habit of looking to 
legit diversion, 
CBS can do toward entertaining them. 


he was en route for New York and would like to see what happened 
He added that there were six persons 
After considerable shopping around the six ducats were 
picked up for $48. Broadcaster went through the gesture of offering to 
s told that it was on the house. 


_Practice of accommodating the visiting firemen with theatre tickets 
was started by Sam Pickard, former v.p. in charge of station relations. 


spends as high as $500 a week for 
Station 


figuring that it’s the least that 
etwork will go in this regard was 


a southwestern operator wired that 


The price of the tickets 








Signatures Evidence of Good Faith, 
Joe Weber's Comment on Indies 
Non-Binding Musicians Idea 


At the request of the negotiating 
committee for the Independent Radio 
Networks Affiliates, Joe Weber, 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
prez, has extended the deadline on 
the group’s settlement agreement 
with the union until Dec. 15. Weber 
at the same time stated that this 
would be the final extension the in- 
ternational would allow. Similar 
allowance has been made to the 
transcription and phonograph record 
manufacturers, 

In a circular issued yesterday 
(Tuesday) the negotiating committee 
urged the stations in the group to 
co-operate with it by depositing their 
signatured agreements with Ernst & 
Ernst, designated firm of account- 
ants, as quickly as possible. Reports 
have come to the union that an ap- 
preciable number of indie station 
men have assumed the attitude that 
they will employ the required num- 
ber of musicians but not signature 
the plan of settlement. AFM points 
out that any refusal to sign the plan 


of settlement or contracts with local | 


unions would constitute a violation 
of the original agreement and that 
if the broadcasters purpose to com- 
ply with their committee’s recom- 
mendations they should show 
good faith by signing contracts. 


HUGH JOHNSON DRAWS 





CHAS. MICHELSON’S FIRE 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

Blood-curdling blast was loosed at 
General Hugh S. Johnson, the NRA 
originator, Saturday (27). by Charles 
Michelson, propaganda genius of the 
Democratic National Committee. 
While not making direct reference 
to any statements made over the 
air by the ex-cavalryman in his reg- 
ular Bromo-Quinine spiel, 
son flayed the General's views 


economic and social problems and 


policies of the Roosevelt Adminis- | 


tration. 

With skillful use of irony, the 
political publicist—who was John- 
son's right-hand man in the Blue 
Eagle days—screamed in his weekly 
“Dispelling the Fog’ column that the 
General's idea of the way to avoid 
rise of an American Gictator 
make Gen. Johnson dictator. 


WCKY Sales’ Own Office 





Cincinnati, Nov. 30 

L. B. Wilson, president and gen- 
€ral manager of WCKY, has leased 
space on the mezzanine floor of the 
Hotel Gibson to be occupied, start- 
ing Wednesday (1), by the station's 
sales office, of which Lloyd George 
Vernard is in charge. Until now the 
selling force maintained headquar- 
ters in the same building with the 
WCKY home studios in Covington, 
Ky., Opposite Cinci. The station has 
4 auxiliary studio in the Neiher- 
land Plaza hotel, on the Cincinnati 
side of the Ohio river. 

Preparatory to increasing iis staff 
of musicians, WCKY has installed a 
Hammond electric organ. 


their | 


Michel- | 
on | 


is to| 


+ 





VINE STREET 
CROSSTALK 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Frank Black passed Thanksgiving 
here with relatives. 

Phil Baker persevered and suf- 
fered until Columbia moved his 
broadcast to a Hollywood spot after 
weeks in a rental studio off the 
beaten path. 

Ted Healy and Metro couldn't get 
together on coin so he ankled. 

Harry Maizlish helping Clover 
| Kerr (Bridge Builders’) toss a Xmas 
party for 1,000 crippled children at 
KFWB. 

Mutual outfoxed its rivals and 
planted a line into the swank Victor 
Hugo in Bevhills for Ozzie Nelson’s 
music, 

Tom Belviso took care 
Coast music needs and hustled 
east. 

Gene 











of NBC's 
back 
11 broad- 


and Glenn doing 
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Estimated That 150 Spielers 
Leave or Join Radio Sta- 
tions Every Week—New 
York Has Highest Ratio 


of Turnover 


imi} 








MIGRATORY 


By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 


Checking off the news items in 
VARIETY week upon week it appears 


that about 150 announcers move 
from station to station every seven 
days. That's an abnormally high 


average for a trade that nationally 
employs not many more than 3,000 
full-time blah-blah workers. 

Digging deep and asking- lots- of 
questions five reasons come to light, 
all of which necd qualifications. In 
their order of frequency as causes 
of announcers alighting from station 
to station, they follow: 


Incapability 
Average station chooses its mike- 
men after -auditions to test - their 
| versatility. But often after getting 


| classic 


|} casts weekly on KFI with two sets | 
| of sponsors. 
Don Bernard batted out the: 


Chesterfield show while Phil Cohan 
hiked east to talk over the new 
ciggie program with Paul Whiteman. 

Mabel Todd will give a comedy 
twist to studio news on the Warners- 
| Lucky Strike series. 

Rudolph Polk helping Art Rush 
peddle Columbia’s opera clients for 
radio and films. 

Pat Bishop barking the news for 
Remington-Rand on KFI. 

Sam Kurtzman takes time out 
| from his dentistry practice to gag 
up Eddie Cantor's program. 

Lewis Allen Weiss setting the 
sartorial standard for Coast radio 
execs. His first aide, Willet Brown, 
running him a hard second. 

Andy Love, NBC _ censor, 
Authors Club how far a writer 
go on the air. 

John Charles Thomas guesting on 
Vick’s Open House Dec. 5. 

Chester McCracken, biz 
for Benton & Bowles, 
after long Coast siege. 


told 
can 


a nod of selection, a spieler sprawls 


WHY ANNOUNCERS SCRAM 


- Ticket-Mooching Station Men 


» AEAAUNG: 


Y ARIETY pind 





WB Reported Cool 


to Catchings 


Proposal to Ally Transamerican 


With Associated Music Pubs. 





Federal Amateurs 


Washington, Nov. 30 
Talents of public servants 
will be paraded before the 
microphone starting this week 
when WOL launches series of 
weekly programs featuring 


Federal Government wage- 
earners. Debut is set for Fri- 
day under the tag ‘Federal 
Show Window.’ 

All government agencies will 
be given a chance to show what 
entertainment material is in- 
cluded in their personnel 
rosters Different outfit will 
produce its own show on suc- 
ceeding weeks. First nighter 
group willebe drawn from the 


Interior Department 











SHAVE HOUR'S 


|at KDKA, 


dismally. The station then swings 

the scythe and he drifts to another 

job—where, now ‘experienced,’ he | 
may click as often as not. 
Undependability 

Reason No. 2 groups those an- 

nouncers who are habitually late, 


fail to follow instructions or cannot 
come through in what station 
agers vaguely and 
pinch.’ 
Drunkenness 
Announcers may be, after all, half- 
brothers to newspapermen, actors 
and other gents of artistic estate 
who, as a Class, like to take the chill 
out of their bones with a nip—or 
nips. There have been too many 
episodes of what 
have done and 


spielers said on 


broadcasts to recount in other than 


a book-length (to say nothing of 
libelous and Rabelaisian) volume. 
Consequently one deep dip into a 
bottle when on duty usually suffices 


ito slice a mikeman off any payroll. 


Wanderlust 


There’s a goodly number of call- 
letter-callers who just like to see the 
world from the studios of as many 
stations as they can cramp into, In 


| this category are those verbiosers 


| who aren't ambitious, nor especially 


manager 
back east | 


| Paul Conlan writing the comedy | 


| material on 
show. 


UNSCHEDULED SATIRE 


KEX Kills Spoof on _ President 
Roosevelt’s Speech-Making 





Portland, Ore., Nov. 30 

University of Washington football 
rally at a civic luncheon at the Muli- 
nom2h Hotel, Portland, was being 
aired over KEX when Carey Jen- 
nings, station manager, suddenly 
killed it and ran in dises for the 
emergency. List of prominent civic 


speakers had been lined up to be 
ethered on the rally program, but 
never went out on the air. 

Orders for the dead mike were 
given by Jennings y;hen Glee Club 
funs‘ers started an imitation of Pre:- 
ident Roosevelt making a_ speech. 


Station explained that the burlesque 
of the President was unauthorized 
copy and killed it after the first 
ifew words, 


Warners-Lucky Strike | 


able. But they can hold their own 
as long as they can hold out—but 
_ (Continued on page 39) 


soused | 


man- | 
widely term ‘a | : 
| previous evenings hockey, 





SPORTS ‘CAST 


Nov. 30. 
announcer 
something 


Pittsburgh, 
Hollister, sports 
decided to try 


Jack 


new last week—a sports review in 
the morning, at 8:30 a.m. Figured 
it would be a good time to catch 


business men just getting ready for 
work and who hadn't caught last edi- | 
tion of morning paper with scores of 
basketball 
and boxing events. 


First program went on two weeks | 


ago and mail response already has | 
been big, confirming faith in the ex- | 


periment. 


MOHAWK’S STATUS 


Radio Entirely Divorced— 
Scott Howe Bowen In 

Hearst Radio, Inc., has 
abandoned the New York State Net- 
work. Brea’ became effective Sun- 
day (28). Hearst organization 
one inquiry about selling, but no 
more was heard from that person 
after he had given the project the 
onceover. 

Burt Squire, former WINS, N. Y., 
mgr., is still manouvering to weld 
this same _ station group, except 
WINS, into what he has elected to 
call the Mohawk Network. Scott 
Howe Bowen is associated with him 
in the effort. 


Hearst 


Radio Actors Union Will License 
Talent Agents; Shape Up Demands 


Mrs. Emily Holt, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 


Radio Artists, is due back in New 
| York from the Coast this morning 


(Wednesday). She was looking over 


the situation in the broadcasters 


union there, her first trip west since 
office. Also understood 
she was to with Kenneth 


Lawrence Beilenson 


assuming 
huddle 
Thomson, and 
Henry Jaffe on proposed changes in 
the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
California. 
ed back east some time 


America while in 


Jaffe 


setup 


is expect 


next week, having postponed his re- 
turn from today 

AFRA is siill wading through the 
various proposals for minimum 
wages, etc., of the basic contract. 
Not expected that any lineup will be 
pproved for at Jleust another week 
Local and national board meetings 
are scheduled for tomorrow (Thurs- 


| day). 
_ been taken 
| now been officially dec 


While no have 
it has 


ided to license 


aciual steps 


in that direction, 


lall talent agencies. 


'men 


Understanding AFRA of- 
ficals is that the American Guild 
of Radio Announcers and Producers 
is to decide probably today (Wednes- 
day) on the question of affiliating 
with either the AFRA or with the 
American Communications Assn, 
(CIO). Possibility the AGRAP 
membership may split on the ques- 
tion, announcers and und effects 
going AFRA, while technician: 
wing to the CIO group 
First 


éne P 
stage a 


among 


name radio performer to 
determined holdout ava 
joining the American 
Radi oO Artists is 
according to the 
letin, due out th 


nst 


Charlie 
initial 
s week. 


McCarthy 
AFRA bul- 


National representatives of the 
American Guild of Radio Producer: 
and Announcers will meet in N. Y 


on Dec. 10. 


officially | 


had | 


Federaton of | 


+ 
Indications are that nothing wo) 
come of the discussions which Wad- 
dill Catchings, utilities financier, has 
been holding with Warner Bros. of- 
ficials on the West Coast recarding 


a merger or working agreement be- 
tween Associated Music Publishers, 
Inc., and the Transamerican Broad- 
casting & Television Corp. C 
ings, who is on the Warne: 
torate, represents the North Ameri- 
can Co., utilities combine, in the 
AMP'’s publishing, licensing and pro- 
gram recording operations. 

It is the second time within a vear 
that Catchings has sought to 
Warners to ally Transamerican, in 
which the film producers have a 65‘% 
stock interest, with the recording 
phase of the AMP’s setup. Catch- 
ings is particularly anxious to get 
Transamerican to make exclusive use 
of the AMP’s new Ferrand process 
of recording. WB is already 
ciated with Catchings in the under- 
writing of the laboratory and com- 
mercial development of a method of 


atch- 
direc- 


induce 


asSsoe 


transcription recording on film. 
Catchings not so long ago ate 


tempted to get CBS financially inter- 
ested in his recording and program 
library enterprises but, after much 
cogitation within the network, the 
proposition was turned down. 


N. W. LAWYERS 
‘SPONSOR RADIO 
ALDI 





Seattle, Nov. 30 
Lawyers of the states of Oregon 
and Washington are assessing each 


member (of Bar Assn.) $5 to finance 
}a series of radio programs putting 
the boys in a favorable light with the 
| public. Hits Saturdays over the red 
|triangle of KOMO, Seattle, KGW, 
Portland, and KHQ, Spokane. 

| Program, dramatization of court 
cases, follows the precedent set last 
| spring in Buffalo, N. Y., when the 
| Erie County Bar Association bank- 
| rolled a radio series. In the Jatter 

| instance the inroads of banks as es- 
tate handlers was perturbing the bar- 
risters. 

Underling motivation, however, 
appears in both examples to be good 
will. Lawyers have taken it in the 
eye since the gangster and depres- 


sion-receivership deals made them 
look pretty shady as a class. 
Erwin Wasey handling the liwver 


show here. 





TOP COIN TO MAE WEST 
FOR C&S GUEST SHOT 


Hollywood, Nov. 20 

Although amount in undivulged, 
understood that Mae West draws top 
coin paid guesters on a Coast show 
for her appearance Dec. 12 on Chase 
& Sanborn program. She will do a 
dramatic bit with Don Ameche and 
carry on ae prop flirtation with 
Charlie McCarthy. 


Last commercial done by the ac- 
tress was with Rudy Vallee before 
she went into pictures. She did a 
guest turn on Hollywood Hotel last 
year but no coin changed hand: 

Ginger Rogers is spotted on the 
java piece Dec. 5. 

Pete Peterson Weds 
Chicago, Nov. 3( 

M. H. (Pete) Peterson and Laurel 
Dufour flipped over to Valparuiso, 
Ind., yesterday (Monday?) and got 
married, 

Peterson is now with \ Cronke 


j hite Associates, 
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NBC Artists Bureau Annoyed By 
Fast Footwork of 


RCA SUIT OPENS 





he Stuff—Radio 








en 


Names Ross Roving Checker-Upper 


a 


NBC Artists Service has been con- 


Shortwave Patent Infringement 
Charged by Inventer’s Widow 
e 
Outside A ents: Wilmington, Del., Nov. 30. Tim (Ryan) and Irene (Noblette) Sunday program on Mutual for Ad- 
, | Suit of Helen May Fessenden, | miracion shampoo has lately been doing burlesques on other programs, 


widow of Dr. Reginald A. Fessen- 


den, onetime chief chemist of Edi- 
son’s laboratory, against Radio 
Corp. of America, charging short- 


wave patent infringement, went on 
| trial yesterday (29) in U. S. district 
court before Judge John P. Nields. 





A Voice-Collector 





Widow claims Fessenden was the} 


Plan to comedy up ‘Hobby Lobby,’ on CBS for Hudson Motors, didn’t pan 
out for recent broadcast (28) because Dave Elman, originator and producer 
of ‘Lobby’ stipulated he must o.k. the script and the shampoo framers 
balked. 

Incidentally, as a stunt, the Tim and Irene program asked 12 radio editors 
to suggest programs for burlesquing. One wag told them to mock their 
own show. 


( 
’ 
| 








aaerey snares sapien -- -_ one first man ta demonstrate that short Shortest radio waves in the world, some only a quarter-inch long, 
ae call taut oa NDC list and Detroit, Nov. 30. waves could be used successfully are being produced in labs at University of Michigan by Dr. Neil H, 
eee pe ~ = “ * oe Newest hobby here is Man- for long’ distance transmission. Williams. Production of the ultra-short waves may give the U. S. Navy 
ROIVES th OM the b agg tg posal ager Leo Fitzpatrick, of WJR, Charges RCA infringes three patents | a means of ship-to-ship communication unmatched by any other nation, 
—! “08 pei aes bi the collecting voices of all his valued by RCA and a group of other | since no other nation has developed sending or receiving apparatus for 
me al san a ths sereuntaes, friends. organizations in 1924 at $1,500,000. | such short waves. Although similar short waves have been produced in 
Pp rea Ross has been assigned as a Using something on order of Samuel E. Darby, of N; 34 he the past by the spark-gap method, this is the first time they have been 
free-rover to float arownd running old autograph album, instead of torney for Mrs. Fessenden, sai produced continuously, making telephonic broadcasting possible by them. 
dwwn thin-threaded leads and ru- having pals write in it, ‘Fitz’ Fessenden made an agreement with | | | | | 

mors of buyers eyeing performers has friends step into a studio RCA to take $500,000 for: an | WFIL, Philadelphia, claims American radio station record for name 
on the Service list. Heretofore all and send a greeting into mike, on the three patents with ¥t.0eR9 coincidences. Its roster includes Fred Weber. Joe Connelly and John 
salesmen had a confined number. of which is recorded on a ‘78’ more to be paid by RCA under cer- | Clark. WFIL’s Weber is a gabber. The other one is head of Mutual net, 
accounts to contact regularly and|} disc. Room for a dozen mes- || tain conditions. | which serves station. WFIL’s Connelly is p.a. Other guy with that tag is 


were not permitted to tap possibili- sages on each disc. 
ties outside their precincts. 

NBC found that the freelancers 
were peddling its talent, then drop- 
ping in on the Service and demand- 
ing a cut of the agency's end. Habit | 
of the outsiders was to grab a lead, | 











NOTHING SACRED 


Radio Mike Pushed Inte Huddle Dur- 
ing Actual Game 








run it down and offer NBC-signed | — 
performers with the knowledge they | Richmond, Va., Nov. 30. 
could get them. WRVA turned in a stunt Thanks- | 


Most of the placements the 4 | giving on behalf of Atlantic Refining 
lancers made were in _ niteries during airing of Richmond-William 
nice-money club dates. + wim 4 & Mary football game. As the Rich- 
most annoying to the Service were | mond backfield started to huddle, at 
the sales of its talent for films or| the start of the final quarter, Bert 
legit, and not infrequently the out-| Repine, of WRVA traffic department, 
siders completely scooped the talent| dashed onto field and shoved the 
bureau by setting its talent with ra-| mike into the quarterback’s hand. 


dio programs, chiefly on CBS. Signals and the ‘let’s go boys’ busi- 


HE. CAMPBELL VICTIM | to'sss'sces'" 








Plaintiff asks the court to estab- | 
lish validity of the patents and seeks 
an accounting of profits by the de- 


service. Final co- 
But John Clark is also prez 


prez of International News Service, station’s wire 
incidencer Clark is WFIL program director. 
| of WLW Line, which serves station. 





fendants. Defense, headed by J. | 

B, Bailey, of Pittsburgh, with Wil-| Jn its house organ WTMJ, Milwaukee, took a back-handed slap at the 
liam G. Mahaffy, of Wilmington, as | Chj stations which have always claimed to cover Milwaukee. 

associate, contends the paten%s ar€| tem states that ‘WTMJ’s increased power, resulting from new trans- 
invalid because of prior knowledge | jitter... is bringing in more good towns, even including Chicago. Swell, 
of the inventions. i for our Aunt Chloe’s boarding house on South Halsted can serve a bit o’ 





good entertainment.’ 





one of the original four founders and the initial presi- 
from Monte 


Harry Newman, 
dent of what is now the Columbia network, has acquired 
Bourjaily the controlling stock in Judge, the humor mag. 

Now out of radio, Newman severed from the embyro web in September, 
27, just before the property was purchased by the Columbia Gramaphone 
Company. 


Boy-Meets-Girl 
Very Seldom 
On the Radio? 


a 





Flat denial that any offer had been made by WNEW, N. Y., to settle the 
suit brought by Barney’s Clothes out of court -was made last week by 
Bernice Judis, station manager. 


| broadcast. Believed to be first pick- 
OF CARBON MONOXIDE 


| up of an actual football huddle. 
Louisville, Nov. 30. 


An autopsy performed last week 
on the body of Howard E. Campbell, 
51, chief engineer for WHAS, who 
as found dead at 6 a.m. in a garage 
beside his automobile, showed that 
he died from carbon monoxide 
poisoning, according to the coroner's 
report. Body was found by care- 
taker for the grounds of the new 





| At same time of pick-up, Bill Davis, 





WHAS transmitter plant. 

Campbell came to Louisville in| 
1932 from the Bell Laboratories in | 
New York. | 
Detroit. 
educated 

Surviving are his 
two daughters, 


and WLS, Chicago, 


wife, two sons, 
mother, and sister. 


Lydia Pinkham Expands 


Lydia Pinkham account, with the 
Voice of Experience, moves Dec. 27 
to a cross-country hookup having 
WOR, Newark, as the originating 
point. Though some of the wire 
facilities of Mutual will be used 
it will not be handled as a Mutuai 
piece of business. Each station will 
do its own billing. 

Decision to switch came after 
Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. balked about ex- 
tending a line for the program to 
the Coast. Pinkham has been and 
is using the WLW Line plus tran- 
scriptions. Transamerican took the 
position that it would be bad policy 
to install a coast-to-coast line un- 
less there was sufficient business 
to make it self supporting. 











Meighan in Hospital 


Howard S. Meighan, of Radio 
Sales. Ine., put himself under ob- 
servaiion at Johns Hopkins hospital, 
Baltimore, last week. He decided to 
have the university’s medics give 
him a thorough going over after ex- 


periencing much stomach discomfit 
during a tour of CBS’ owned and 
managed stations, He’s due back on 
the job today (Wednesday). 


Meighan will resume his circuiting | 


of the stations later. 








—- ——___—_—_—— | affiliates. In a circular letter signa- . 

Tom Lewis’ Home Coming |}tured by William S. Hedges, v.p., in Talent Shows in Ft. Wayne 

Tom Lewis, formerly of WGY,/| charge of station relations, the net- | Fort Wayne, Nov. 30. 

Schenectady and WTAM, Cleveland,| work is asking associated stations! perfection Biscuit Co. of Fort 
and more recently with Young &/] whether it would be okay with them | Wayne has just signed a new con- 
Rubicam, will return to his home) if NBC took over the 7:30 to 8 p.m. tract with Westinghouse wowo, 
town, Lansingburg (North Troy) to| EST, spot for national sale and in commemorating its 1,200th program 
emcce a program in connection with| return gave them an extra hour of and its ninth consecutive year on 
opening of Knickerbocker Junior} day time for their own disposal. the air. Perfection uses all live tal- 
Hizh School, Dec. 3 Under NEC’s uniform contract that ent on its shows. 
Graduated from Lansingburg High | 7:30 to 8 period is exempt from hook- . | 
School in 1920. up sale and the affiliates may do'| New contract calls for three 
whatever they please with the 39 | Separate 15-minute shows weekly. | 

Agnes Ridgway’s Writer Pact minutes. Hour that NBC would like | Wilbur Pickett orchestra, Rev. Rich- 


Agnes Ridgway has bee 
naiuved to a termer to write 
Pond's program, deal starting Jan. 1.| 
Avenied by Sammy Weisbord, of | 


the William Morris ofiice, 





Prior to that with WWJ, | 
He was | 
at U. S. Naval Academy. | 








in WRVA control room, made re-| 
cording of it. When Ted Reams took 
air that evening with his sports pe- | 
riod, also for Atlantic Refining, re- | 
cording was used in it. 

Stunt earned considerable word- 
of-mouth and press comment. Eve- 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

Radio has almost ignored the best- 
drawing plot of the film drama, the 
‘boy meets girl’ theme, in the opin- 
ji ion of Darrell Donnell, radio editor 
ning News Leader ran front page | Of the Examiner, who came to this 
box on it in sports edition; and next | conclusion after perusing the yeu 
day local columnist went into detail | gram titles in the Variety Radio Di- 
about it. Idea credited to Barron | rectory for 1937. Donnell published 
Howard, station sales manager, who Some of his findings in the Hearst 
originally made it as a jest. , morning daily recently. 
| Examiner radio scribe said in part 
. ‘that, although forward-looking radio 
( S executives point to standardization 

ormier to WIN | of radio programs as analogous to the 
situation which existed prior to the 
demise of vaudeville, they are doing | 
little with the ‘boy meets girl’ theme, 











Albert A. Cormier 
New York, as general manager next | 
Monday (6). Bradley Kelly, who has 
been acting manager for the station, 
resumes as associate editor of King 
Features Syndicate, 

Cormier, before becoming gen. 
mgr. of WIP, Philadelphia, four 
years ago, was with WOR, Newark, | 
for nine years. 


joins WINS, 


top for years, 


variety shows, commentators, 
and alleged comedians, but when it 
comes to romance, still the writer's | 
and 
| commodity, radio isn’t in there and 
pitching at all,’ Donnell pointed out. 

Donnell’s check of program titles 
in the Variety Radio Directory re- 
vealed that there are about 20 pro- 
grams whose titles contain the word 
‘romance.’ 

He states ‘These include ‘The Ro- 





Move ‘Junior Matinee’ 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 
WXYZ’'s ‘Junior 
Matinee’ show will move to the 
4:45-5 p.m. slot -on Sundays, be- 
ginning Dec. 5. Juve show, which | 
has been aired for 18 months over | Rubber’ and ‘Romance of the High- 
WXYZ and its state web, has been| Ways. Only one, ‘The Romance of 
worked into a musical comedy-type | Dan and Sylvia,’ indicates that the 
program by James Jewell, who pens! Plot was not obtained from the stat- 
and produces show. istician’s filing cabinet.’ 

Show employs teen-age perform- | 
ers ranging from 15 to 18. New 
Sunday set-up will include a 25-)| 


In new dress, 





100 program tities containing the 
word ‘old.’ Radio can give you seven 
voice choral group, 10 per formers, | ‘Old Timers,’ one each of ‘Old Bache- 
duets, trios and solos, quartet, etc., | lor,’ ‘Old Captain,’ ‘Old Colonel,’ ‘Old 
with complete musical show for each | Trapper, 
performance. | Pleezum’ and ‘Old Man Ohio.’ 














‘Wanna Swap! NBC Asks Stations — 


ee 


light—Hedges Writes Letter 














sig-|to make additionally exempt in ex- 
for the| change for the evening half hour is | 





ys 
bs 


NBC wants to swap time with its 


Bakery Sponsors 3 Live 


from 1 to 2 p. m. By accepting this | 
eg sition an affiliate would have 
‘from noon to 3 p. m. all to itself, 


Expect to feed Friday program to 
an Indianapolis station, where Per- 
‘fection recently opened a branch. 





which has kept motion pictures on} 


film producer’s most salable | with 


mance of Money,’ ‘The Romance of | 





‘On the other hand, there are over | 


‘Old King Cole,’ ‘Old Doc | 
| Christmas program, 





Would Trade Half Hour of Night for Hour of Day-| 


ithe fifth 


eh” . | nouncer, 
ard Henry Yrojan, preacher-baritone., | 


and the Swingsters, heard on shows. | 


Isaac D. Levy 
Class B stock during September, 
has revealed, 


sold 2,000 shares of his Columbia Broadcasting System 
the Securities & Exchange Coremission 
sun has 23,530 of the B's 


and 65,270 A share Ss. 





STUNT GOES AWRY 


Santa Claus Myth Hard to Keep 
Up in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 30. 
Santa Claus stunt devised by 
WHEC and Gannett Newspapers to 





give kids a thrill Thanksgiving night 


went sour. Santa and his reindeer 


escorted by 
Santa was 


a Gannett plane while | 
interviewed by Al Sig], 


news commentator, over short wave 
to WHEC. 
Sig] took the air all right, and 


talked amid the roar of motors of the 


| beauties of the night. He thought he 
Radio has an overabundance of | 
serials | 


saw the good saint a couple of times, 
but it was only a falling star. Finally 


| he got a ‘reply’ from Santa saying 


|; he was over Toronto having trouble 
one of his reindeer, and 
wouldn't reach Rochester until fol- 
lowing night. 


Fact was a trailer arrangement for 


other plane, rigged up to look like 
reindeer sleigh, smashed when land- 
ed after flying in from LeRoy. Sigl 
was in tough spot with beaucoup 
listeners and nothing to say. Ditto 
the newspapers which ran _ sappy 
stories on something the matter with 
Blitzen, as they had to try to keep 
the Christmas fable, despite trying | 


|} to give it a modern twist. 


Diplomatic Kids’ | Show 


Washington, 
International 


Nov. 30. 
Childrep’s 
in which small 
sons and daughters of Washington 
diplomats pipe Xmas greetings in 
| their native tongues to kids through- 
| out the world, will be airwaved Dec. 
22 over National Broadcasting Co.’s 
‘blue network. 

Dressed 
native lands, 28 moppets, represent- 
ing 25 countries, are expected to 
participate in the program, which 
will be broaccast from Washington's 
swanky Carlton Hotel. Marine band. 


Annual 


| led by Captain Taylor Branson, will 


play popular children’s 
marches and other music. 
Sponsored by the Greater Nation- 
al Capital Committee, affair will be 
put on by NBC. _ Short- 
wave stations at Schenectady and 
Pittsburgh will 
greetings to 


world, 


tunes, 


kids throughout the 





Carleton Smith te Miami 
Washington, Nov. 30. 

Carleton Smith, presidential an- 
off to Miami by motor for 
two-weeks’ vacation. 

Not learned whether he will enjoy 
a busman’s holiday by joining up 
|; with President Roosevelt and his 


| party on the Florida expedition, 


NBC TEAM FILLED IN; 


11 VICE-PRESIDENTS 


NBC's vice-presidential setup is 
back to gridiron proportions. Three 
more such titles were handed out by 





: Friday 
were supposed to fly over the city | hg Pe Wood. 


| B. Hanson, chief engineer, 


in the costumes of their | 


the network's board of directors last 
(26). Newly dubbed V-p.'s 
the treasurer; O, 
and Will- 
iam S. Hedges, head station re- 
lations. 

Last time that the web had Il 
v.p.s was in 1932. Since then the 
list has fluctuated between that num- 
ber and eight. 


WIP-ACA Huddling 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30 

American Communications Asso- 
ciation, CIO panelmen’s unit, fol- 
lowing completion of contract with 
WFIL last week held its first con- 
fab with WIP Friday. Originally 
skedded as an exploratory chinfest 
between Ben Gimbel, station prez, 
and Eugene Dupree, local organizer, 
get-together turned into a iawyers’ 
| debate when half-hour before con- 
| ference time Dupree learned Gimbel 
would have his attorney on hand. 
Station is represented by James J. 
O’Brien. Dupree immediately put 
in a hurry call for Saul Waldbaum, 
union attorney. 

Lawyers wrangled over whether 
lor not the ACA obligated to 
carry out terms of contract which 
WIP now has with the fishbowl guys. 
It was pretty well settled that it 
would not. Gimbel will take whole 
matter up with board of directors 
and report back at a second tongue 
session Thursday (2). 


of 
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Lum and Abner Clip 





carry all-language | 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Schedule for ‘Lum and Abner’ 
| serial, on for Horlick’s Malted Milk, 


has been clipped from five to three 
a week, and KFI, Los Angeles, and 
WBAL, Baltimore, added to the 
NBC-Blue station set-up. 

Will continue to air from Holly- 
wood at same time, on the new Mon., 
Wed., Fri. schedule. 


Shouse inporte Dunville 
Cincinnati, Nev. 30 

James D. Shouse, new vice- presi- 
; dent of the Crosley Radio Corp., in 
the capacity of general manager of 
its broadcasting stations WLW and 
WSAI, has brought in Bob Dunville. 
Latter was his assistant at KMOX, 
St. Louis. 

William S. Hedges. 
less than a year, 


who was here 
moved his family 


and household furnishings to New 





York last week. 
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STATION CITATIONS 





(Plaques have been awarded to the stations lis 
as designated. lt will be noted that in several in 
es VARIETY has given awards in duplicate tn certain cat 
gories while at thre 


ze here il Was felt no cle ar-cut occasion existed. ) 


ateqories 


sanie Lisile WeaRING wo award ra QtLeve) lil 


orners, 


Program Originating Station 
WXYZ, Detroit 


x * * 


Prestige Subsidiary Station 


(Award in Duplicate) 


WOW, Omaha 
KSL, Salt Lake City 


x * * 


Farm Service Station 
(Award in Duplicate) 


KMMJ, Clay Centre, Neb. 
WDAY, Fargo, No. Dak. 


x *« *® 


Network-Owned Station 
(Award in Duplicate) 


KHJ, Los Angeles 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


x *«* * 


Newspaper-Owned Station 
(Award in Duplicate) 
WDBJ, Roanoke, Va. 
WFAA, Dallas 


x & ® 


Part-Time Station 
No Award 


*~* * 


Foreign Language Station 
CKAC, Montreal 


* 


Social Service Station 
(Award in Duplicate) 


KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis 
WSMB, New Orleans 


x * *® 


Sports Station 
No Award 


x * * 


Nationally Exploited Station 
No Award 


x * 


Community Exploited Station 
(Award in Duplicate) 


KWK, St. Louis 

WGN, Chicago 

Canadian Station 
No Award 


* 


x * 


* 


* 
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gories of Showmanship 
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Detroit, wins 
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by 
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the 
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on 
the 
clear. 


and 


This station has a unique record via 


‘Lone 


Ranger’ and half 


14 STATION: 


hed. | 


last | 


a dozen other. 


ment, 





WARDS 





+ oa _ 
| 
P 
Showmanship Survey Postponed 
| 
| 
Presumably most of the radio stations in the United States 
will S iortly ive I iT ()1 hestt ré I} ot thre eon r hn 
41 - | 
¢ \ le 1 L112 its 1) ( 1] hha hadi | ¢ 
coms tiftive loc | } 1) .) rare I] | t 
V Al | | Cie ec 7) ( | rele il¢ y tele ( | ] 
tV-DV-< \ 1d LO SI ‘ ( le | ent | r d 
, ‘ ' 1] ‘ 
It Ss De f ed that atter a suitable rite al thie ( (;resuil 
Ot house Or¢ estras \ 1] tlord c ellent , }>< pce ¢ 1 
| considering station operation on the shov manship side. 


Rather than Summarize a situation 


is of this particular Mo- 
that 


1 the mimediate future, 


the survey pi 


14] scr) : 
aithougn not Interrupting thre mmiy of the annual award ot 


1 ‘ , 
showmanship pik 


programs. A sul 


percentage | WOW, Omaha, is owned b a fra- 
of the station’s substantial annual/ ternal orde KSL, Salt Lake City, 
statement is derived directly from|has connections with the Mormon 
|}entertainment. Its succe in build- | Church 30th stations possess defi- 
ing popular programs is conspicuous! nite personality and character be- 
and undeniable. That the station is| yond that of the run-of-the-mill com- 
owned* by men ith theatrical ex-/ mercial stations Last year's 
perience, Messrs. King and Trendle wards were made to WHAS, Louis- 
merely serves as the obvious ‘why’ | ville, and WHAM, Rochester.) 
in the case. About 12 stations scattered through 
‘Prestige subsidiary’ category is an, the wheat and corn belt are more 
attem pt to prov! de room for recogn or Jess notable for theit performance 
tion of stations that are ‘voices’ in in the ealm of farm service. In 
greater or less degree for auspices Continued on page 44) 


(Miniature Facsimile of Plaques) 


Street New York. Nt by Seristy 
embe oS at the Fo « . Ne 
“ny vaainry. | ING ALS 


NEW Y ORK CITY 


COPTHRIGHT. (189) Rid WTS HPESERV ED 


SHOWMAN SHIP AWARDS 


Special Citations, Survey Sup Citations, Survey Supplement, RECOGNITION IN Showmanship's Meaning and Relation 
Made Under 12 Different Categories sprrii fAgiips To the Problems of Station Operation 


Special citations are made annu 
ally by Vasiuery under the general 
classifications listed below. Chang 
ing realities of the broadcasting in 
dustry may from time to time 
warrant modifications, omissions or 
additions to these categories but it 
is felt that the groups are basic and 
logical sub-divisions under which 
showmanship citations may sensibly 
be assigned 

Citations are madé under 12 gen- 
eral heads. Order of listing of these 
designations does not suggest any 
relative importance as between one 
type of citation and another Cita- 
tions given are outstanding 

Program Originating Station 
. Prestigd Station 
neswere Owned eed Managed | 
Station. 
Farm Service voy 
N 


SURVEY CROSS-CHECKED 
THROUGH TIME- BUYERS 


Shewpendhie | is  hacgety a matter 
of good judgment, and presupp 
a flair among its practitioners "os 
Goes a good motion picture, a good 
advertising campaign. or « good 
Dook By the same token’ Vanuery 
must necessarily undertake a cer 
tain erbitrary element of choice in 
its showmanship surveys and awards 

However, Vasiery has not retied 
upen its own information and judg 
ment alone, bul has drawn upon the 
intimate knowledge of local radio 
stations possessed by various per- 
sonages within leading advertising 
agencies and upon spot broadcasting 
experts 

These experts cannot. for 
reasons, be named Their courtesy 
to Vaatery can only be acknow!l- 
edged anonymously, though sin- 
cerely 

Additionally it has been the habit 
of Vasirry to permit stations to sub 
mit as evidence a detailed snnusl 
Oa eM 
pects of their community showman- 
ship. A majority of the stetions do 
not fail to take advantage of this 
privilege 

Under ‘this questionnaire stations 
are asked to define, first. their gen- 
eral policy and objectives, secondly 
their local program creation: thirdly 
their community grovp tie-wps 
fourthly 
ship; Afthly, whet is called prestige 


vious 


showmanship; finally, activities char- / 


acteristic of topical alertness 


ee Me ee 


showmanship in broadcast sdvertis- 
ing hes perhaps been nicely summed 
up in the question “What is the cir- 
culation 4ull program on 6 

People luten 


their publicity showman- ; 


ticlan that 


ip 
m 
cr 


supplémental 
disregard anyth.¢ 
consi 


[  Statieticn 


Statistics are a valued source 
of information im radio But 
they are judged by the statis 
gathered the data 
and by the faith of the trade 


its credibility 


aps have 
iticized 


been 


"Signal: Str Strength 


| eB | Showmanship 
Annual Follow-up to City- | nd all-in 
By-City Kankings Desig- 
nates Leading Examples 
of Station Showmanship '| 
Under 


Station 


Coverage Various Types of 


frequently 


Again—treverting to the miss- 
ing element not 


dered 


seeking 


Showmanship 


pect 


exuberance 


prac 





tical ideas 


quantitatively 
demonstrable—-showmanship 


“ECCENTRICITY 
IS DISCOUNTED 


Rt 
apt to be synonymous with prestige 
Vaetrry’s annual survey and these 
citateons§ particularly to 


irresponsible 


ts 8 calculated as 
of smart station management 
It has nothing to do with eccentric 
or exaggerated and iny 


ts power 


DATA 


nas pvisiengs 0 survey gf com ALL STATIONS | 
ARE ELIGIBLE 


a 
and mmunitie teate 
nterest in the showmanship ph 
tation operation 
Reduced to an 
basis. showmanship 
ever 
sik 


munity showmanship by radio st 

tions. To this has been added. sup 
mtal to the survey a series of 
| ertations to individua la- 


ultumate realistic 


Granting of awards has not been 
practical in the showmanship sur 
vey itself because of the large num 
ber of ties for’ first place Instead 
it has ed useful and desirable 
attempt special recognit 
certain specified groups of o 
ng examples each year 
showmanship Such wars are 
argely besed on data extracted fror 
the showmanship survey, but do not 
ly coincide with 
terms of 
munity 


nm within 
that might. be 
publicity- 
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METRO-MAXWELL HOUR (4th) 

With Alan Jones, Fannie Brice, 
Rosalind Russell-James Stewart, 
Betty Jayne, Doug McPhail, Helen 
Troy, Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar- 
land, Sigmund Romberg, C. 
Aubrey Smith, Ronald Sinclair, 
Max Terr's Chorus, Meredith Will- 
son Orch. 

60 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 


Fourth of the much-watched, 


much-analyzed and_ history-making | 


(either way rated) Metro-Maxwell 
House Coffee programs from Holly- 
wood is minus Bill Bacher, who pro- 
duced the first three sessions and 
took a powder after the third last 
week. Show is now solely the re- 
sponsibility of Louis K. Sidney, who 
nursed the idea, as an idea, from a 
mere protoplasm back in that dim 


era of ancient history (February, 
1937) when Metro was publicly 
sworring off and against all radio 


appearances for its stars, a declara- 
tion which was wrongly interpreted 
as a slap at broadcasting rather than 
a deck-clearing tactic by Metro. 

Sidney, although identified for 
two years with station WHN, New 
York, stems from theatre operation. 
It is as a theatre showman, inter- 
ested in pictures primarily, but in- 
cidentally experienced in the rou- 
tining of stage shows at the Capitol, 
N. Y., and over the Loew Circuit, 
that his influence will probably 
manifest itself on the entertainment 
end. At any rate, his first broadcast 
without Bacher seemed to be notable 
for trailerizing current Metro re- 
leases while at the same time pre- 
senting Metro talent somewhat— 
within the natural differences of 
radio—like a Loew stage presenta- 
tion. 

In the process of getting its first 
month of trial and error behind it, 
the Metro-Maxwell collaboration has 
ashcanned the phoney visits to cut- 
ting rooms and mythical tours of 


the Metro lot. Extraneous and 
superfluous trimmings, confusing | 
references to persons not partici- | 


ating in the broadcast have been 


orgotten. Show is tightening up 
and more attention is being given to 
comedy, an_ ingredient’ entirely 


omitted from the first broadcast, 
promising in the second, but disap- 
pointing in the third. 
still what the Metro-Maxwell radio 
programs chiefly needs. 
- Helen Troy was very funny on the 
Thanksgiving eve show. She spoke 
loud, fast, clear and punchy. She'd 
make a strong deucer for the hour 
if she can be equipped with that 
kind of rapidfire stuff regularly. At 
any rate, a good comedy bit early in 
the show, and set up, if possible, as 
a weekly tidbit, would seemingly be 
all on the constructive side. 

There was some passable spoofing 
between Rosalind Russell and James 
Stewart wherein an actress rewrites 


Comedy is} 


| HARRY CONN 


With Mark Warnow, Beatrice Kay, 
Billy Jones, Barry Wood, Charles 
Cantor, Mary Kelly, Bert Parks 

‘Earaches of 1938’ 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

| 30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sun., 8:30 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

| Harry Conn’s debut (28) as a 

comedian doubling over from author 

xf the script gave the impression of 
| the author, years off the boards, dry- 
ing up from nerves. Material could 
have fared far better. What likely 
| accentuated Conn’s tendency to un- 








Follow Up Comment 








| 





Sheila Barret-Joe Rines-Graham 
McNamee half-hour Sunday after- 
noons, for Gruen, is of big league, 
evening calibre. Miss Barrett was 





| 


|derscore and mis-time was his ob-| 
vious tension. With a few more} 
shows under his belt these mike} 
handicaps of this vaude vet and 


comedy-writer will be overcome. 


From the production angle this ini- | 


was all to the net- 
work’s favor. Dubbed ‘Earaches of 
1938’ items were neatly dovetailed, 
the 1..usical selections were good, and 
the general pacing was faultless. 
While the ensemble singing was 
hardly above stock level, Barry 
Wood, baritone soloist, disclosed that 
he had something that should build 


tial installment 


him into marked favor. All he needs | 


to do is to keep it simple in style. 
The tone is sure and the diction still 
better. 


Conn’s stooges functioned smooth- | 
ly. Program has the makings. Conn | 
| 


| took himself over the bumps and in- 

evitably 
tended to overshadow the _ basic 
promise. In general the show stacks 
up as worth further hearing.Odec. 


his personal tightening up | fo1 


loff on the temperamental star, and, | 


particularly punchy with her take- 


for fear of any entanglements, she | 
slipped in a cute technical alibi that 
if it fits any real or living person it 
just happens to be a coincidence. The 
mimic usually tells a little tale in 
any of her personations, thus com- 
bining the art with continuity. 
McNamee seems less bombastic in} 
his commercials, and, accordingly. | 
more effective. Joe Rines’ tiptop 
musical backgrounding is more than | 
that. when embellished with comedy | 
vocal didoes by the versatile maestro 





been 
season 
Em- 

a 


alia 


Al Jolson 


smoothed 


program has 
since its early 
start It has been simplified. 
phasis is upon Jolson ° first 
Martha Raye and Parkyakarkas 
ond. Trocadero trimmings are 
thrown overboard and_ forgotten. 
While the half hour (23) had mo- 
ments or touches that were the es- 
sence of corniness, the net result was 
steadier. Jolson kept the 
nicely in hand, 

A comedy routine (so it sounded) 
that began by playing a game and 
ended abruptly with a commercial | 
- Lifebuoy represented the deplor- | 
able form of ‘writing it into the 
script’ in that it frankly tricked the | 
hearer to expect something else and | 


¢ 
OUuL 


sec- 


goings 


| Aileen Pringle, 


| show 


| MARION DAVIES 


With Brian Aherne, Benita Hume, 
Smith, Edward Norton, J. Farrel 
MacDonald 

‘Peg o’ My Heart’ 

60 Mins. 

LUX 

Monday, 9 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
Nothing as rheumatic at the plot 
joints as ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ could 


amount to much in 1937 as entertain- | 


ment. Here it served chiefly to give 
Miss Davies a chance to revive and 
use her Irish dialect against a back- 


ground of disagreeable British snobs. | 


It was strictly a name _ booking 
proposition with the adaptation and 
the direction far from notable. 
or less unbelievable characters mov- 
ing through a pre-war fairy tale had 
tough going. Land. 


MAREK WINDHEIM 
Singer, Comedian 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Educated to be a singer, but self- 
inclined to be a comedian, this Polish 
gent. does an amusing specialty. 
Further hearings would be requisite 


More | 


/EDWARD G. ROBINSON 


With Claire Trevor 


Gerald Oliver | Racket Dramas 


30 Mins. 

RINSO 

Tuesday, 8 p. m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

| Levers continue to fill in the first 

| 30 minutes of its hour slab on Co- 

| lumbia Tuesdays with a series of 

| dramas, each complete in itself, deat- 

j} ing with sundry rackets as flourish- 

ing in the big burgs. Series bears 

the general tag, ‘Big Town.’ 
Particular session caught (23) nad 

Robinson as a hard-boiled crusading 

| editor getting on the trail of a ring 

| that had framed a rich girl as a hit- 

and-run girl. Plot involved the 

eavesdropping and recording of a 


hospital conversation in which the 
modus operandi of faking injuries 
was made clear by the dastards 


themselves. 
While the writing and directing set 


no standards, and scarcely live up 
to any, the general nature of the 
stories and widespread interest in 
crime guarantees listener inierest 
Robinson and Miss Trevor provide 
names and okay performances. t’s 


kept simple and not hard to follow 


| And they beef it in with both fists 
| that crime doesn’t pay and all crim- 


to decide if he is a radio possibility | 


or just a one-time novelty. Mean- 
while, for the record, his one-timer 
was clicko. 

What he does is not new either to 
biz or radio. It’s sort of a 
mixture of George Givot, Don 
Zelaya, Emil Boreo, Nikita Balieff 


| did not rise to a laugh, as a justifi- | and others Windheim is not like 

— = ication for the liberty. |anybody else except that he deals 

| MARY O’NEILL | Lum and Abner were the gues.!in garbled English, long recognized 
| Chatter |stars. Not bad and with more art-|as surefire entertainment for Yanks. 
15 Mins. |fully arranged crossfire this could Unusual aspect of Windheim is 
| AMERICAN ROCK WOOL INSU- | have been worked into a punch bit.|that he is a first-rate singer with 
| LATION | Unusual to have two such contrasi-| opera background. He did ‘Mother 
Tues., 7:15 p. m. ling characterizations against the|Machree’ in Russian and with a 
| WOKO, Albany ‘ | Broadwayese Jolson, Raye and | Swing emphasis. His verbal intro- 
| First program handled by Miss| Parkyakarkas; and the clash, while | ductions combine multi-liagual ac- 


O'Neill, long radio columnist for | 
|Sunday Knickerbocker Press and} 
since the folding of that paper writer | 
of a double decker in Saturday edi- 
tion of Knickerbocker News. Con- 
sists of chatter on radio personali- 
ties, announcements of area socials, 
a localite nomination-of-the-week, 
occasional poetry, and bits of this or 
that. 

On Miss O'Neill's credit side are a 
local name, a certain amount of 
first-hand information about network 
stars, an unflagging enthusiasm for 
radio, a rather friendly, breezy per- 
sonality; a pleasing voice, when con- 
fined to the lower registers; a pealing 
laugh, if not forced; marked confi- 
|dence and the accompanying poise, 
and scripts well written, by local 
| standards. 

In the debit column: Some 
|traces of mike greenness; em- 
| ployment of too many shrill head- 
tones (a common fault with women 
|'radio speakers); a sometime over- 
)emphasis on first person pronoun: a 





an author’s script from the view- wt 

point of a spotlight-hogger. This | Tecent. tendency to coast on filler 

was an amusing ‘idea’ crossfire. Still | Publicity. vee —— 

later Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland|, Plenty of advertising, but so 
fairly well. Jaco. 


and the new boy actor, Ronald Sin- 
clair, were handled along giggle 
lines and successfully contributed to 
the lightening up process. And for 
the getaway position there was Fan- 
nie Brice doing one of the funniest 
of her radio-familiar Baby Snooks 
routines and whamming a nice tally 
of guffaws. 

Comedy strengthening was _ the 
most notable single fact of the fourth 
broadcast. It is probably the de- 
partment that will get the most at- 
tention and require it. Music is big 
timey and deluxe throughout. Will- 
son is one of the master-batoners of 
the kilocycles.. A brim-high scoop 
of appreciation is also owing to the 
fine work of the Max Terr’s chorus 
which appears throughout the pro- 
gram. Sigmund Romberg stepped in 
to guest-direct one orchestral num- 
ber and mumble a few words. 

Metro, of course, these days is 
very operetta-conscious. This influ- 
ence is reflected in the program, and 
no doubt will continue to be. No- 
body will object within bounds (and 
the old Maxwell Show Boat audience 
will dote on it), but there does seem 
to have been a tendency to perhaps 
overplug, notably ‘Firefly.’ That 
will come under the head of things 
to be avoided. 

Betty Jayne and Doug McPhail. 
emphasized as ‘teen-age. sang a 
familiar semi-classic with lots of 
maturity. Alan Jones ran through 
a few scales while continuing as 
m.c. and now also heavily involved 
in the commercial. Benton & Bowles 
has been getting in some good licks 
there. 
and better and making a wise use 
of the point that busy. hard-working 
studio people drink Maxwell House 
to pick them up. This is a good 
twist on the testimonial-by-inference 
system used so tellingly in its own 
way by the Lux show. It would 
seem, that the account can solve its 
dilemma of not being overshadowed 


by Metro as an organization by art- | 


ful exploitation of this ‘professional 
nerve strain’ theme. 

The trade will, no doubt. continue 
to fail of a majority vote either way 


on the question of those ‘previews’ | 


of film material on the air. Maybe 
they can eventually settle it through 
the post office department with a 
post card survey. ‘Thoroughbreds 
Don’t Cry’ did not tiv off the plot 
denouement or complications. but i' 
gave a pretty complete picture of 
the characters and -the = gencral 


Show is selling coffee harder | 





\‘PATENT PENDING’ 
Parade of Inventors 
30 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 

Sunday; 3:15 p. m. 
WKY, Oklahoma City 


Here’s an adaption locally of ‘in- 
ventors and their brain children’ 
idea used in New York and else- 
where. Studio audience is gathered 
for program which presents several 
local inventors each Sunday. After 
program a lobby demonstration of 
the gadgets is held. 

Mrs. Bess Hedge, herself an in- 
ventor, is the liner-upper. First pro- 
gram present, Hal Scher as m.c. Did 
|nice job. Inventions described were 
| Spell-it,’ parlor game for kids, 
| toothbrush joined by a rubber-hose 
| to the sink faucet, newspaper vend- 
ing machine, drip pan _ overflow 
alarm. Wisecracking m.c. could hold 
some of these gadgets 1p to consid- 
erable ridicule. but object of pro- 
gram, WKY officials say, is serious. 
No spoofing the cranks. 

At close of program Hal Scher 
asked all and sundry who were 
working on such ideas or had had 
them patented to write in to the 
station and arrange to have their 
ideas brought onto the air. 

Conducted as WKY’s doing it this 
program has plenty of local audience 
appeal. Nest. 











|nature of what happened to them. 
| Whether it would help or hurt, or be 
'a matter of indifference as a box 
office factor is something for a yogi 
|; to answer. : 
Decision to hereafter curtail to 
'about 10 minutes the film previews 
followed the broadcast with which 
this comment is concerned. And it’s 


| just as well. It lessens exhibitor 
|squawks for one thing. And it 
|'means that material suitable for 


radio rather than fiim material, cut 
down to measure, will be used. It 
should eliminate pitfalls, anticipate 
trouble and make a tighter show 
possible. 

Worth a postscript, too, is the fact 
'that the Metro show credited 
|‘Yankee Doodle Band’ out of RKO’s 
‘Life of the Party’: ‘Remember Me’ 
and ‘Vieni Vieni,’ published by War- 
ners, and ‘Can I Forget You?’ of 
Chappell. Metro, meanwhile, owns 
| “eist, Robbins and Miller publish- 
ing houses. Land. 


diverting, might have been _ socko. | 
That is still the regrettable fact about | 
the Lifebuoy romp. ‘Might have’ is 
still up in lights. 

Of the propriety of a gag 
‘the part of the turkey that wears | 
shorts’ this may be a divided-opinion | 
vote. But the gag itself may be} 
traced by scholarship back into the 
misty legends of the Druids. 


like | 


George Jessel must have a strong | 
show to offset those goshawful, long- | 
winded Crawford Clothes commer- | 
cials, which are his N. Y. regional | 
sponsors over WOR. It’s all right 
making Tommy Tucker’s band chores 
merely musical backgrounding for | 
the plugs, because that’s a popular 
formula in the first place, but at least 
keep it down to one chorus, as with 
the Jello spieling against Phil Har- 
ris’ opening band numbers. But 
Tucker does his numbers fully, and 
the Crawford commercials are ac- 
cordingly fulsome and, repetitiously 
phrased as they are, it’s a wonder 
Jessel’s able to hold ’em. 
As it is, Jessel’s Sunday half-hours 
are constantly improving. He blends 
his stuff breezily and well: His 
‘hello mom’ phonealogs, his nonsense 
sketches, his 7%2-year-old soprano 
prodigy whams ’em_ repeatedly— 
Jessel may have another Deanna 
Durbin in short order—and his judi- 
cious choice of material and guesters 
makes this tough opposition to the 
Joe Penner show, hitting the east at 
the same half-hour. 

Irving Berlin, as Jessel’s guest, was 
a distinguished interlude, yet it was 
not too weightily motivated, including 
Berlin’s vocalizing of his now classic, | 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ But) 
those Crawford plugs!- 





Ford Sunday Evening Hour gets a 
bre:*- when its lap-ahead rival, Gen- 
eral Motors Concert, folds its tent | 
and silently steals away at Decem- | 
ber’s end. GM not only precedes | 
the pride of Henry and Edsel, but | 
this autumn has been snagging most | 
of the attention by virtue of a better | 
lot of guest recitalists. Just whether 
Ford Hour can grab some of those 
lined up by GM at season’s start but 
now program-less is up to GM. Com- 
pany tightly tied its long list of 
Grade A artists for all radio appear- 
ances this year, and with a voice in 
what these concert creams can do 
until contracts expire, it is not yet 
definite whether GM will release 
them to its rival. For GM is pay- 
ing off on the pacted programs which 
will never be® aired. 

All of which is a prelude to saying 
that last Sabbath (28) evening, the 
Ford flourish was o. k., if not spec- 
tacular. Gladys Swarthout was the! 
one-shotter of the occasion, and if 
she wasn't what is described around 
the Juilliard School as being ‘in the 
groove’ all the way, she was at least | 
when doing ‘Love's Old Sweet Song.’ 

Malotte’s ‘23rd Psalm’ wasn’t a 
smart selection for her to choose. On 
the ‘Una Voce’ aria from Rossini’s 
Seville’ she was oke. 

Eugene Ormandy didn’t have too 
auspicious a layout of music for his 
orch to march through. One of the 
growing troubles with radio symphs 
seems to be that they are digging too 
deeply into archaic catalogs and ob- 
scure sources for their choices. It’s 
a stunt borrowed from Stoki. who 
delights to mystify his Philly Acad 
of Music subscribers with such an- 
tics: for the radio audience, the more 
popular stuff will never grow really 
repetitious. _ And the fireside folks 











do like to recognize an air once in a 


; over 


complishments thrown together for 
comedy effect. And then he cli- 
maxes the spoofing by impressive 
musical performance. Wedding of 
the extremities—high C and custard 
pie—seems a strong foundation on 
which to build popularity. 

It’s a cinch after his Vallee debut 
Windheim will get further 
dates. Then a better guess will be 
possible. Land. 


‘CAN YOU WRITE A SONG?’ 


Dan Gridley, Leon Leonardi orch. 
Amateur Songwriters 
30 Mins. 
Mon., 8:30 p. m 


Sustaining 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Smartly produced novelty that 


stems from the amateur cycle. Three 
would-be songwriters trotted out 
each week. Orchestra and vocalist 
with a choral backup. Play the un- 
published works. 


inals are dirty rats. 

Before the sign-off, attention is 
called to the Al Jolson program 
which follows under the same spou- 
sor. Land 


LARRY CLINTON 
Band, Songs 

30 Mins. 

RCA VICTOR 


| Thurs., 11 p. m.; Sat., 8 p. m. 


WEAF, WJZ, New York 
(Direct) 


Larry Clinton rates as one of Tin 


Pan Alley’s current white-haired 
boys. His progress as an arrange: 
|and composer within the past two 
|years has been exceptional. Among 


}ioning a 


swingsters he is credited with fash- 
mode. Pull his arrange- 


}ments have with bands in the hinter- 


| much-sought-after 


lands has made the Clinton touch a 
one by music 
publishers, while his compositional 
hits include ‘Satan Takes a Holiday,” 


|‘Study in Brown,’ ‘The Big Dippet’ 
jand ‘Dipsy Doodle.’ 


radio | 
| ductor of a swing combination 


Clinton’s latest role is that of con- 
RCA 


Victor started making records with 


j}him two weeks ago and because it 
|regards him as one of its big com- 
With Norman Spencer, Louis Alter, | 


It all makes for entertainment, due | 


largely to the showmanly way it is 
handled by Spencer. Composers are 
called before the mike in the ap- 
proved Maj. Bowes manner. Home 
dialers cast their votes for the best 
ditties of the evening. and the fol- 
lowing week awards of $50, $25 and 
$10 are made, in the order of the 
dialer preference. Some of the tunes 
sound okay and are given a profes- 
sional dressing by Leon Leonardi 
and Dan Gridley on the vocal. Lat- 


ter is the son of a Standard Brands | 


vice prez, and shows promise. 

Each week a guest composer is 
trotted out from the Warner lot, this 
time Lou Alter took the spot and 
hammered out some of his tunes with 
the orch playing along. 
told how he came to write ‘Manhat- 
tan Serenade.’ 

There’s also a civie song contest. in 
which neophyte 


Alter also} 





ing bets the combine’s phonograph 
and dise divisions has bought him 
two weekly half-hour spots on NBC’s 
New York keys, WEAF and WJZ 

His debut under the RCA Victor 
banner came last Thursday night 
(11) with Clinton doing an ingratiat- 
ing job at interpreting his own swing 
rhythms as well as the works of oth- 
ers in the same school. Beatrice 
Wayne, who left an octet on Kate 
Smith’s program to do the vocaliz- 
ing for Clinton, proved a satisfactory 
aide. 

About the only number on Clin- 
ton’s initial repertoire which gave 
indications of not being up to his 
customary level was what was de- 
scribed as his latest composition, 
‘Midnight in a Madhouse.’ Clinton 
seems to have gone away out on a 
limb with this one. It’s musical sur- 
realism with a vengeance, suggesting 
neither motif nor something that the 
sympathetic ear can hang onto. 

Ad copy calls attention to Victor's 
line of record players and labels, 
with the overalll sponsorship credit- 
ed to the RCA Victor Merchants of 
metropolitan New York and New 


sharp-and-flatters | Daily, 11 p.m. 


are egged on to dish up an official | CFCF, Montreal 


| tune for city of Los Angeles. There's | 


Jersey. Odec 
CHRISTOPHER ELLIS 
NEWS COMMENTATOR 
15 Mins. 
MOLSON’S ALE 

Ellis is a natural for the major 
'league air lanes. He could recite 
the -Greek alphabet and make it 


a cash prize for that, too. Program 
rides the California Radio Svstem | 
net of five stations. Helm. 


AMATEUR AUDITION BROAD-| 
CASTS 

Shortwave W5XAU (WKY), Okal-| 
homa City 

WKY is holding amateur audi- 


tions each Friday. 
been advertised in local newspapers. 
From 75 to 140 amateurs have shown 
up for each of these auditions. 
From each of the auditions up to 
10 best performers are selected to 
appear on weekly Tuesday broadcast 
station’s short-wave 
Handled by Hal Scher. 
Scher’s method of handling these 


; amateurs which are pienty temper- 


mental calls for generous amounts of 
soft-soap. 


Coaches ‘em before the broadcast 
jand after airing gives each his 


opinion of what further 


training or 
development they need. 


Auditions have} 


outlet. | 


Chief comment given them is the! 
necessity of their continuing to study | 


and practice. Performers are 


ad- | 


vised they will be contacted at their | 
/ROYAL GELATINE 
| Thursday, 8 p.m. 


home addresses at first opportunity 
for their use and suggestion is piven 
that they polish up and back 
for further auditions Soon. 


come 
come 


while. Best bit of Ormandy’s was 
also the best bit ever cleffed by De- 
bussy, ‘Claire de Lune.’ 


Hymnal anthem of the broadcast 
was ‘America, the Beautiful.’ Miss 
Swarthout started it off and. as di- 


rected, the visual audience in Detroit 
let loose lustily when the third verse 
was reached. 


sound swell. Has a McCoy English 
accent, but not too blokey;: it’s a low- 


| pitched baritone, no falsettos and a 


way of telling the day’s news that 


| makes it very easy to take. 


Easily the outstanding ‘talk’ pro- 


gram locally, he’s a news com- 
mentator with a femme following, 


and they don’t tune in merely be- 
cause they want to know what hap- 
pened during the day. Ellis doesn’t 
dramatize in delivery, but he doesn’t 
have to. 

Material, compiled from the Trans- 
Radio News Service, doesn’t pack 
much of a wallop or Ellis isn’t get- 
ting the maximum out of the serv- 
ice. 

Shares the 15-minute stanza with 
Frank Starr, sports commentator, 
who precedes him for five minutes 
Commercial is brief, though open- 
ing spiel should be blue-pencilled 
further still for maximum. results 

Krushen 
EDDIE GREEN 
Negro Comic 


WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


‘John Alden and Priscilla.’ as 
translated into the Negroid drolleries 
of author John Tucker Battle, served 
Eddie Green handsomely for anothe: 
of his occasional appearances on the 
Rudy Vallee program. 

Slow, drawly, half-hokum, halt- 
folklore and  demented-like-a-fox 
throughout, it was an enjoyable 
meringue, Land 


a_ 
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ANOTHER 2 WKS. 
IN HAVANA 
LIKELY 


Havana, Nov. 28. 

Not less than two more weeks will 
be necessary to clean up the slate of | 
the Inter-American Radio Confer- 
ence being held here. Most meas | 
point, the North American Region | 
sub-committee dealing with the al- 
location of broadcast frequencies in | 





Mexico, Cuba, Santo Domingo, Haiti, 
United States, Canada and New- 
foundland, is still working behind 


locked doors with great secrecy by 
the delegates, afraid that if they spill 
the beans, the pie will be spoiled. 

Grapevine service informs that} 
Cuba. Mexico and Canada did not 
like the U.S.A. plan as first presented 
by T. A. M. Craven. U.S.A. was not 
giving enough, but finally they have 
come to terms. Craven denied in 
public that there was any hard feel- 
ing between the nations, but it is} 
known the work of allocation was 
at a standstill for a while due to 
the protest, until finally some con-| 
cessions were made by Uncle Sam- 
uel and now the work is going} 
smoothly with the delegates trying 
to allocate the stations in these coun- 
tries. 

It is understood Mexico will have 
at least eight clear channels, Canada | 
six, Cuba three, the rest going to| 
U.S.A. Cuba will also have six re-| 
gionals and 13 locals. 

While the North American Com-| 
mittee works secretly, Sub-Commit- 
tee 1-A finished its work this week 
with the allocation of frequencies 
between 4,000 and 300,000 kcs. 


ENGLAND IN 
PROPAGANDA 
REPLY 


—_—_—___— 








London, Nov. 22. 

Undoubtedly spurred by the broad- 
casting propaganda of other Euro- 
pean countries, England has decided 
to adopt at least a measure of coun- 
terbalancing. The Government has 
decided to make broadcasts in for- 
eign languages. 

From Rome the news bulletins are 
issued in nine languages, which in- 
clude English, Spanish and Arabic. 
Germany, Spain and Russia broad- 
cast propaganda in other than their 
native tongues. And now England 
finds it necessary to adopt the same 
system to reach all parts of the 
world. 








Fulton-de Garmo-Ellis 
Is Agency Merger Result | 


Two New York agencies, Lewis de | 
Garmo and Arthur H. Fulton have 
merged. Lee Ellis, new in the field, 
has bought a piece of the outfit. 

Combined outfit will be known as 
Fulton-de Garmo-Ellis agency. 





Nice Assignment | 





Quebec, Nov. 30. 

Said to be the swellest job offered 
by any Canadian commercial is that 
which W. F. Bowles has on the Im- 
perial Tobacco weekly (Friday) 
chain program, ‘Canada 1937.’ 

Bowles and his wife travel around 
Canada on the sponsor looking up 
people to interview for a few min- 
utes each week. His bit of each 
broadcast is picked up from what- 
ever spot the interviewer happens | 
to uncover a subject with a good | 
yarn for the show. 





| eration 


linto New York of 
| bitious 


| will win 





In Canada 


Ukelele Bill’s Hillbillies, act on 
CKNX, Wingham, brought into 
Toronto by United Radio Advertis- 
ing Agency for auditions. 














Willi Brown, Jr., added to CFCY,| 
Charlottetown, to spiel news pro-, 
grams. Station has just subscribed 
to Transradio service. 





F. J. Garrod added to CBW, Wind- | 


sor, to replace Maxted Gilbert, who 


| has gone to CRCT, Toronto, 


Rental Radios, 
British Style, 
Hit Australia 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
Rented radios under private op- 
have come into vogue in 
Australia, the Commerce Depart- 








| ment has been informed in trade dis- 


patches from Sydney. 

Patterned after a system in use in 
Great Britain, the plan allows a 
listener to select the latest type re- 
ceiver, pay 


their sets, with the installments be- 
ing credited against the list price. 





| Spielers’ Scram 





(Continued from page 35) 


eventually dat ol’ debbil wanderlust 


'sure does get ’em. 


Pathological Misfitting 

Though the 100% He-Men of the 
Mike are going to rise up in wrath 
at the suggestion made in cold 
shuddering type there are more 
campers-out than many in the trade 
would care to admit. These misfits, 
quite often, are steeped in ability, 
imagination, earnestness, depend- 
ability and artistic accomplishments. 
But once they’re tabbed as to type, 
it’s the trigger, in especially in small 
towns where stations especially toe- 
down on them. Thought is that no 
Tain Street station cares to be asso- 
ciated with the type. 

Up, down and across the country 
the American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers hasn't 
unionized spielers to any really ap- 
preciable extent. In the hinterland 
and on small broadcasters in big 
burgs the mikemen start at $20 
weekly, and after a decade may be 
doubling that. $60 for a vet blurber 
on a big broadcaster is considerable 
coin; $75 is for a chief copy-chanter, 
and these lads very often double in 
brass on other duties. 

Greatest turnover of all is in New 
York, where on other than network 
stations the yearly turnover betters 
50°, and only one out of every 20 
hopefuls gets a job after audition 
ordeals, Another roughening prac- 
ticed by some of the more heartless 
|stations of indie status is paying 
such puny wages they're afraid to 
have the scales revealed. 

Pour Into N. Y. 


Stations which peg their pay low 


i|take advantage of the steady influx 


the more am- 


announcers. These laddits 


the same wide-eyed eagerness that 


embryo legit hopefuls display when | 
| arriving in more unskilled labor lots 


seeking blazes of Broadway fame. 


Networks, which spy out and select | 


their mikemen, can’t use them, and 


eventually they drift to the small | « 
too | 
small to even enable them to live. | 


stations. Taking, often, pay 
this element cheers itself with the 
belief that proximity to the networks 
network attention. Quite 
certainly that is the case occasion- 
ally, but all too rarely to make such 


trials pay favorable dividends. 








| picay 


|change of 
;enormously complicated with politics, | 


/on 
| mention 


| with a two strike handicap. 
an installation fee of 10} 
| shillings, and keep the equipment as | 
|long as he makes rental payments. 
| Subscribers may later on purchase 


}in 1929 and only began to come out 


| nationalize 


| commercials instead. 





| very 


| ing Corp. 
pour in from the pasturelands with | < 


——- ——_> 





CANADIAN BLUES A SONG WITH NO ENDING: 
CIVIL SERVICE PRIVILEGES FOR C. B. C. 





Commercial Stations Have lees beh Tale of Woe—Years 518, 831 NEW SETS 
of Step-Child Treatment—With Uncertainty and 
Punitive Measures Always Feared 


By MORRIS KRUSHEN 


Montreal, Nov. 30. 

American broadcasters who com- 
plain about Washington and other 
une or costly annoyances in the 
course of getting and keeping their 
licenses are sissies. Trouble really 
makes its headquarters on this side 
of the border, 

Canadian commercial broadcasters 
have been getting step-child treat- 
ment for years. They still are. And 
gambling odds are against any 
habits. Situation is 


favoritism, 
the 


privileges and sinecures | 
government side. Not to} 

extreme sensitivity to 
criticism and the power to retaliate. | 


| So the hush-hush is always the num- 


ber two fact after the number 
fact of uncertainty. 

Radio business in Canada was born | 
It was | 
hamstrung and kicked around from 
the time of the Sir John Aird report 


one 


of the ether 
to look as 
decided 


in 1934 when it began | 
if the Government had | 
not to expropriate and 
the independent radio 
broadcasters but cut in on talent and 


Development of Canadian radio 
business was practically brought to 
a standstill for five years, 1929-1934, 
as a result of the report to Parlia- 
ment of the Aird Commission which 
condemned the infant industry as 
worthless and under poor manage- 
ment. As a result of the report in- 
dependent broadcasters were told 
that if the Government should at 
any time decide to expropriate it 
would do so on a basis of valuation 
of property as of 1929, would not 
allow anything on new capital ex- 
penditures, and would dock the in- 
dependents for depreciation of prop- 
erty values. 

Then came the Canadian Broad- 
casting Commission and with it the 
idea of a government-owned network 
to service Canadian listeners from 
coast-to-coast. The CBC was called 
on to deliver a brand of entertain- 
ment which would compare with 
that in the United States. But the 
CBC was given a $1,000,000 budget, 
derived from the annual $2 license 
fee, whereas the talent provided by 
the American stations results from a 
$100,000,000 annual station revenue. 

To do its job a la U.S.A. the CBC 
would have to get a $15,000,000 to 
$25,000,000 annual bankroll, which 
would be impractical in a country 
with a population of only ten mil- 
lions, with a limited potential talent 
reservoir. 

CBC has been obliged to invade 
the commercial and talent sources 
which, until last year, were being 
exclusively tapped by the inde- 
pendent broadcasters. As a result} 
the independents find themselves | 
forced to develop their own com- 
mercials and train local talent, the 
job for which the CBC was 
called into being. 

Civil Service Angle 

Status of the Canadian Broadcast- 
as a branch of the civil 
service is now being questioned here | 
in a lawsuit which has been taken | 





| 
| 
| 
| 


to the Court of Appeal for further | 


clarification and adjudication. 
After obtaining a judgment against | 
Andre Durieux, 








'a Bill of Rights. 


| it hired artists 


| for 


|no further. 


CRCM, Bernard Christien got a! 
seizure of salary when the old 
Canadian Broadcasting Commission | 
was still in existence Christien 
died and his wife was substituted in 
the proceedings while the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. took over the 


contestation proceedings of the Com- 
on which had refused to 


mi1ssl accept 

the seizure or make a declaration | 

thereon. The Commission claimed | 
j} that the CBC was a part of the 


Crown and could not be 
litigation without the pres 
Attorneys for the 
tended that the Canad 
ing Corp. 


plaintiff con- 
ian Broadcast- 
is not a civil service; that 
without examination 
or other requirements of the civil 
service and therefore could be pro- 


ceeded against like any other private | 
| corporation. 


Jus tice McDougall ruled 
the Corporation in the lower 
and Elie Beauregard, K. C., solicitor 
the CBC, has filed an appeal. 
Reasserting that CBC was a branch 
of the civil service and that wages 
of civil servants, paid by the Crown, 
are not subject to seizure. 

If a ruling in the Court of Appeal 
should confirm the lower courts the 
entire question of the powers of the 
CBC may be raised, amongst other 
maiters the authority of the Cor- 
poration to regulate its competitors 
in the independent radio field. 

In the transportation field, where 
the government-owned Canadian Na- 
tional Railways compete with the 
Canadian Pacific, an independent 
board of Railway Commissioners is 
empowered to adjust disputes. In 
the radio business there is no equiva- 
lent organization to protect the in- 
terests of the vaduidetanemcatnie 


Canadians 


Weep on Yank 
Shoulders 


—___— 


against 
courts 





Seattle, Nov. 30. 
Seattle and othér American cities 
not too far from Canada are fre- 


quently visited by Canadian station 
employes. They bring with them a 
terrific curiosity about American sta- 
tion operation and programs plus a 
pronounced streak of envy. 

In the candor-encouraging en- 
virons of American broadcasting the 
Canadians often unburden them- 
selves of the criticism of things as 


| they are in Canada that they appar- 
jently do not think it wise to men-| 


tion in their home country where 
anybody could hear and report. 


; | represents increase of 

drawn into} 

entation of 
! 


|}cutions of 





|CKCL and CRCT respectively, 
| been barred from the studios by 
|Gladstone Murray and the 


IN UNITED KINGDOM 


London, Nov. 22 
Total of 8,372,000 licenses for r 





adit 


sets were in force in the United 
Kingdom at end of October, accord- 
ing to statistics issued by General 
Post Office. All users of sets in the 
U. K, must take out licenses, so that, 


except for bootleg users, figures give 
accurate check of total 
broadcasting, 
Exactly a year 
was 7,853,169, so 


coverage of, 


prev.ously total 
that present figure 
518.831 sets in 
12 months. 

October also recorded 333 
unlicensed set 
suggesting bootlegging is perhaps on 
a more than negligible scale. 


prose- 
holders, 


John Iraci Dead at 52; 
Pioneered Itaiian Radio 
Programs in America 


John Iraci, operator of WOV and 
WBIL, New York, as well ts of 
WPEN, Philly, died last Wed. (24) at 
his home in Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
was 52, and had been in ill health 
for some time, suffering a _ break- 
down which confined him to bed 
after mayen worked actively in the 

mayoralty campaign which  se- 
elected Fiorello LaGuardia early in 
November. 

Going into the broadcasting biz in 
1928 with the purchase of WOV, 
Iraci was One of the first operators 
to sound out the Italian market. Re- 
sults were almost instantaneous, with 
Iraci then deciding to confine the 
foreign-language programs stric‘ly to 
Italian. Acquisition of WBIL and 
WPEN followed. During the past 
year Iracj arranged to feed com- 
mercials in Italian to a link of ten 
stations along the Atlant'c seaboard, 
largest web of stations ever hooked 
together for foreign-lingo programs. 

Estate of the deceased not yet 
settled, nor his successor as presi- 
dent of the three stations. Survived 
by widow, two daughters and a son. 
Interment Cypress Hill Cemetery, 
Brooklyn, Saturday (27). During the 
services WOV observed a two-hour 
silence, and WEVD, neighbor station 
operated by Morris Novik, broad- 
cast a half-hour memorial program. 


CANADIAN MYSTERY; 
PREACHERS BARRED 


Toronto, Nov. 30. 
Rev. Morris Zeidman and Father 
Charles Lanphier, air crusaders on 
have 








CBC's 
| board of governors. 

Preachers were hauled up on the 
| Ottawa headquarters’ carpet last 


Canadians say they are arbitrarily | week but refuse to say what it's all 


held back and can go just so far 


ada, they imply, is to never be so 
bright or so progressive that the 
comparisons between the commercial] 
stations and the government stations 
make the latter look less than bril- 


orchestra leader at slant. 


Buenos Aires City Council Protests 


Government Ban on Broadcas' 


+ 





| ome 





and | about, 
Essence of tact in Can-| are to be allowed back before the 





ng 


|as NBC airings. 


They do not know when they 


mike, 


Last Days of CRCT 


Toronto, Nov. 30 
Government owned CRCT v 








ll sign 


,;off for good when the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp. gets its new CEL 
| station 


opened early next month. 
CRCT, formerly CKGW, is the NBC 
outlet here and is a 1,000 watter. 
CBL is to be 50,000 watis and will 
carry Canadian government as well 


Toronto’s other government s‘a- 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 23. | ‘Stella Dallas’ in Canada | 


Gal Broadcasters Incorp 





: ; it tion, CRCY, will stay on the air with 
eT i A government edict forbids Sta-| , 7 ‘ : . 
tins ESI to wien neg Mier son of the | Vancouver, Nov. 30. | its 100 watts. While, = wialieathe 
WLW § t t MBS © Holl Nov. 30 City Council in future. There were Transcribed ‘Stella Dalles’ serial CFRB, 10,000 watts, continu as @ 
us ainers 0 a iiimetucs | ii ann aa pla \ced by score of Canadian s:ations | private broadcaster, 
Southern California Broadcasters two reasons given: across the country for Sterling Prod- | Se ae 





itself ‘Ra- 
itself “Ra ucts. Backstt-Samele-Rusunert the 


azency., 
| Programs are five-a-weekers. Live} 


| Ass'n has been incorporated as a First, LS1, which bills 
|non-profit organization with Leo) dio Municipal,’ is actually not a city 
| Tyson, KMPC (Beverly Hills) man-| siation, but commercial and the priv- 


WLW, Chnctanedi. | is feeding sev- 


, "ee WRZ 
eral sustaining programs to Mutual 


Canadian Firm on 
Boston, Nov. 30. 





network, first in some time. | ager as president. Other officers are | ilege was not given to its rivals. | aaleatiia tik Wie deat Mae taal 
‘Theatre Digest’ dramatizations| Lawrence McDowell, KFOX, Long| Second, anti-government speeches | apenas a Meet a le ee an Ur ‘' Oxo, Ltd., of Canada, comes down 
on Thursdays, ‘Fairvland Lady’ on | Beach, and Calvin Smith, manager) are sometimes made in the Council | 5P°? ae med. ~e a ©. from the Dominion to pl: eS pare 
hain de and the Gilbert and Sulli- | KFAC. |and the language used is often im- on the t —- ticipations in the WBZ and WBZA, 
an operetta series, plus dance- Outfit replaces the old broadeaster | proper for broedcasiing. 7 : ; “a . Bos‘ on- Springfield, Mass i , me 
bands of Noble Sissle, Bernie Cum- setup, which has been more or less| City Council has, however, pro-| Harvey Olson doing Hollvwood Forum spieled by Mildred Curlson. 
mins, Jimmy Joy, George Duffy. are| dormant since its inception 10 years | tested the Federal edict as an in-|‘lowdown’ at WDRC, H: for It's for Oxo Beef Cubes. 
included, : lago, lyasion of its rights. Grunow radio. j Agency is A. McKim of Montreal. 
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encies—Sponsors 


Drackett Products Co. 
Windex) has renewed the 
Peggy’ shows for another 13 weeks 
on WLW, 
and KOMO. 


agency. 


Ralph H. Jones is the; 


Callaway Associates, Boston. 
to new location Dec. 1. 

Commentator Magazine is stretch- 
ing its run of Sunday night quarter- 
newseasts on WLW, Cincinnati, 
by Paul Sullivan, to a year by 
ing a rene order through 


Warrick Nx. 


hout 
plac- 
wal Cecil 


& Leg ler, 


Boscul Coffee, through F. 
Arrastrong Philadelphia, is 
sponsoring a Sunday 7:30 to 7:45 p. m. 
series of newscasts on WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, by Peter Grant, starting Nov. 
21 


agency, 


Charles Woeds is the 
m WSAI, Cincinnati, for series 
10:30 to 10:45 p. m. programs, Mon- 
day through Friday, for the Keilson 
Cigar Co., local jobbing firm, which 
began Nov. 15. 


newscaster 


Larry Kitchell will fill Santa Claus 


role on WCKY, Cincinnati, for se- 
ries of evening 15-minute stanzas 
sponsored by the Alms & Doepke 










G. A. RICHARDS 
PRESIDENT 


LEO FITZPATRICK 
VICE-PRES. & GEN. MGR. 


(Drano and | Co., 
‘Hello | 


WFLA, KOA, KFI, KGO| 


move ; 


Wallis | 


' 


| 


of | 


series of e-minut 
11 a. m. Tuesdays, Thursdays and nice apartment than it is to get 
Saturdays. Account through Benton your nice apartment out of your 
& Bowles, Inc., NYC. husband.’ 
Landlady wrote across the 

Bernard Perfumer’s Chandler paper. ‘I don’t understand this 
Chats program, runnng for some time note. Please explain what you 
on WLW, Tuesdays and Thursdays, mean—or vacate.’ McIntosh 
8:30 to 8:45 a. m., extended Nov. 16 made profuse apologies. 
to. WHN, New York City, on the ae 
|WLW Line. Account handled by the Eddie Albert, song and patter duo, 
Sel Johnson Co., St. Louis the talent . 

B. Max Mei, coin collector, Stone & Lasky, Imc., has dissolved 
through . ane Guenther-Bradford its advertising agency in Boston. 
agency, ¢ hicago, ve pegs a se€- | Harry L. Stone, Larry G. Lasky and 
ries of 13 Monday 7:45 to & p. m. John Orfo constituted the radio de- 
|musicals on WLW and the WLW neateenl 
Line to WHN, NYC. Talent from |°* ‘ eo 
a Kasper-Gordon Studios, Inc., Bos- 

eee ton transcription house, has added 

Kentucky Sales & Service Co,|)new clients for its Christmas 
Newport, Ky., is sponsoring 104 | ohows. Ivey’s, Asheville, N. C., and 
quarter-hour programs, Hymns by Yowell-Drew Co., Orlando, Fila. 
Franklin Stewart, twice weekly on | pas signed up for 15 quarter-hour 
| WCKY, Cincinnati. disc shows ‘Adventures in Christ- 

= mastree Grove.’ Another Xmas 

R. B. Davis Baking started series | broadcast series, the ‘Life and Ad- 
|} of Tuesday and Thursday quarter-| ventures of Santa Claus,’ also 15) 
hours (12:45 p.m.) on NBC-red| quarter-hour discs, has been pur-| 
yesterday (Tuesday). Grace and!chased for distribution in Canada | 


department store, beginning up in the night to write down 

Dec. 1. an idea on a piece of paper and 
———— went back to bed. His landlady 
General Foods Corp. is blurbing found memo, It read ‘It’s cold 


Whole Bran Shreds on WLW with a 


a 


fi ive minute 








| Landlady Resented 





Louis, Nov. 30. 
of WEW got 


St. 


Bill McIntosh 


this morning. I hope it is easier 


news flashes at to get your husband out of your 
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THE GOODWILL STATION 


MICHIGAN'S GREATEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM 
DETROIT 


7530 KILOCYCLES 


CLEARED CHANNEL 

















i & James, Cl 


| by Grow & Pitcher Broadcasting 
| Agencies, Toronto. 


H. Fougera & Co. (Mexacorn), 
| through Small & Seiffer, Inc., New 
| York, signed for floating 35-word an- 
/nouncements between Nov. 15 and 
| Dec. 10, on KFRC, San Francisco. 





Robinson, through 

Northwestern Radio Advertising, 
| Seattle. Wash.. has placed his ‘Psy- 
chiana’ transcriptions on KFRC, San 
Francisco, for a period of ten weeks 
'on Sundays. 


Dr. Frank 





Gallenkamp Stores (shoe distribu- 


tors), through Long Advertising 
Service, on Dee. 2 contract for 365 


100-word announcements on KFRC, 
San Francisco, and 299 on KHJ, Los 
Angeles. Plugs are spotted at 11:00 


p.m., PST, nightly. On Dec. 1 the 
Peters Shoe Company of St. Louis, | 
through the same agency, begins a 
series of ™ spots on each station, 
through Feb. 28, 1938. 

Smith Bros. (cough drops), 


through Brown & Tarcher, Inc., New 
York, spotting 118 announcements 
through March 12, 1938. 


McCey Health Institutions, through 


| J. H. Withington, Los Angeles, bank- 


rolling quarter-hour talks by Dr. 
Frank McCoy Mondays and Fridays 
on KFRC, San Francisco, and KHJ, 
Los Angeles. 

Barrett Dobbs’ morning 
show, ‘To the Ladies,” has 


Hugh 
variety 


| been given an extra 15 minutes daily 
|on the KJBS, San Francisco, sched- 
| ule, 


to take tare of additional par- 
ticipating sponsors. 





Firestone Tires to do five 15-min- 
ute interview periods 
national Live Stock Exposition 
from Nov. 29 through Dec. 3, on 
NBC Blue from Chicago. Sweeney 
eveland, agenting. 

Baggaley, Herton & Hoyt spotting 
15-minute recorded program cam- 
paign for Illinois Auto Club through 
midwest, beginning with WIND, 
Chicago. 


First United ad 
using 


15- 


Broadcasters 
agency for Scott products 
daily hillbilly recordings on 
minute WJJD. Chicago, periods. 





Halgar, Imc., makers of Mar-Vo- 
Kurl, signatured a three-a-week 15- 
minute WMAQ spot through Bag- 
galey, Horton & Hoyt, Chicago, 
using Perry Como, singer, and Mar- 
lowe and Lyon, piano team, for en- 
tertainment. 





Vick Chemical Co. placing spots 
in the south to supplement the CBS 
Sunday night program (Jeanette 
| MacDonald). Morse _ International 
agency. 





Quaker Oats buying spots gen- 
erally around the country for win- 
ter campaign. Buys are mostly in 
series of 156 plugs. Mitchell-Faust 
agency, Chicago. 





‘Mom Gaberts Cooking School,’ 
KTOK, Oklahoma City, daily pro- 
gram. is now co-sponsored by Ster- 


ling Milk and Water Pressure Sink 
Opener. 





Quaker Oats (Muffets’) has bound 
| itself for first half of Martha Laine- 
| conducted Woman’s Club at WFIL, 
Philly. Quarter hour placed by Ar- 
thur Kudner Agency. 





Brown & Williamson Tobacco has 
renewed Hal Simonds, sports com- 
mentator on WFIL, Philly. Has been 
airing 15 minutes nightly for past 40 
weeks for Sir Walter Raleigh To- 
| bacco and Avalon ciggies. B. B. D. 

& O. placed. 





Rumford Baking Powder using 531 | 


30-word 
| day 


spots 
through 


a.m. and p.m. Mon- 


Saturday 


from Inter- | 


and Zemo, via Erwin Wasey; one- 
minute blurbs, thrice weekly, 
through March 27, for Domino Citrug 
Association, via De Rouville Agency 
of Albany; 32 one-minute spiels, 
starting Nov. 30, for Dairy Associa- 
tion (Cow Care), through Hayes 
Agency, Burlington, Vt.; one-minute 
plugs daily until Dec. 23 for Railway 
Express Company, via Caples, New 
York; RCA Victor, one-half hour of 
Victor recordings five times weel cly 
to Jan. 28; Cranberry Canners, Inc. 
(Ocean Spray Sauce), participations 
in WGY’s ‘Household Chats’ and 
‘Market Basket,’ via Harry M. Frost, 
Boston; Madonna Tomato Paste, par- 
ticipation in ‘Market Basket,’ through 
Field Godley, New York; Spaulding 
Bakeries, one minute, twice weekly 
for a year, through Leighton & Nel- 
son, Schenectady. 


wook 





WFBL, Syracuse, 
Liederkranz Chorus 
certs, sponsored by 
ings Bank. 


has Syracuse 
half-hour 
Syracuse 


con- 
Sav- 


Hess & Clark Poultry Tenic 
on flock of farm _ stations 
;quarter-hour transcriptions. List 
|now being laid owt by N. W. Ayer 
| agency. had a test 
| paign on KMA, Aastra Ia. 


going 
with 


came- 


National Burial Insurance 
| given, direct, 52 15-min, tr 
tions to WDOD, Chattanooga. 


has 


anscrip- 


Brace Beemer, Inc., 
is arranging for spot campaigns for 
the Chicago Institute of Diesel En- 
gineering and Overhaul Sales Co. of 
Michigan. 


Detroit agency, 


In Boston:—Reid-Murdock & Co., 
| Chicago, is placing on WBZ time 
|signals (Monday through Saturday) 
| for Monarch Finer Foods via Rogers 
|& Smith of Chicago: Milton Brad- 
ij ley Co. (Games) using minute an- 
nouncements via Bates agency; 
Bayuk Cigar Co., Philadelphia, 
t-minute via McKee 


& Ivey, 


sein lhrioh#¢ 
spots Albr ign 


Radbill Oil, Philadelphia, is riding 
22 play-by-play descriptions of Bos- 
ton Bruin hockey games from the 
Boston Garden, over WAAB, Boston, 
starting Nov. 23 and quitting March 
20. Air will open at approximately 
9:45 p.m., the third period, and run 
till completion of ice tussle. Frank 
Ryan at the mike. Harry A. Feigen- 
baum Agency, Philadelphia, placed. 

In Fort Wayne: Boston Store using 
15-minutes daily WGL; Beck 
Optical, five-minute spots sixdays a 
week on WGL; Bluffton Grocery, of 
Bluffton, Ind., participating in 
WOWO’s live-talent ‘Modern Home 
Forum,” McKenzie Milling company 
also uses Forum. 


on 


Mary Kathleen Moore, with NBC 
in San Francisco for ten years, has 
been placed in charge of the music 
library info desk. 


Leo Cleary and Ken Gillum, com- 
edy duo, has returned to the NBC 
San Francisco staff for several air- 


ings weekly. Team _ split several 
months ago. 

Bill Holmes, former radio and 
music editor of the Oakland Post- 


Enquirer, 
| tinuity for 
the Air. 


has resigned to write con- 
the Woman’s Magazine of 


F. A. North Piano Co., Washing- 
ton, on the air with a Tuesday after- 
noon program over WJSV. Handled 


by Hugh Conover with John Salb 
at the keys. 

Dorothy ensthnsher, sec. and 
treas. KVI, Seattle-Tacoma, now 


making her home at Olympic hotel, 
Seattle, where studio remote located. 
She rides to and on es work via lift. 





| sked over “PASSED UP. UP 
| WNAC, Boston. Starts Nov. 22.) 
Placed by Atherton & Currier, Inc., Sykes and Seward, of F.C. C., Fail 
me “es, | ae 
ins of incite 
#- - - . ‘ } Fees 
' rae Packing Co., Providence, | Washington, Nov. 30 
R pushing Saltsea seeiianahe, wi | Tw Cor 
‘ é vith ( ‘omi der: J 
28 100-word spots. f i oo rg [wo prominent Federal Com- 
2 0-V spots, full week, start- | munications Commission figures 
ing Nov. 14 Agency, Livermore & | were among those disappointed last 
se ms Co.. Providence. On WICC ; week when President Roosevelt 
ri o i | | fj 
geport. filled two vacancies on the District 
a of Columbia Court of Appeals 

—— S. Knapp, Gotham ad-| While neither ever figured as a 
ve : _s man for the past decade | very strong candidate Commissioner 
ind a alf, has been annexed by | Eugene O. Sykes and Examiner P. 
Ch: unbers & Wiswell, Inc., Boston,| W. Seward were among the indi- 
to monitor the copy and idea de- | viduals whose names were suggested 


partments. 
Walter Thompson, 
cam, Ruthrauff & 
Frank Seaman, Ine. 


Young & Rubi- 
Ryan, Inc... and 


New “business at 
tady, incl 
Buckal 

| 


i 
“ekly, to 


WGY, Schenec- 
arson Robinson's 
15-minute e. t¢.. 
March 1], for 


udes Cc 
OOS, thrice 
Musterole 


Knapp has been with J. | 


ito the President as good prospects 
|for places emptied by retirement 
and death. Sykes has been wanting 


| to go on the bench for a long period, 
and was proposed for a similar ap- 
pointment everal weeks ago by 
Senator Pat Harrison of Mississippi. 
Seward’s backer was Senator Morris 
j Shepard of Texas. 


LI. 
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Lewis Avery Issues Meeting Call 


For Sales Managers Exec Committee \-PAY PRA 


Buffalo, Nov. 30 
Avery, chairman of the 
committee of the Sales 
Division of N. A. B. has 
invitation to proposed 
attend 
Chicago 


Lewis H. 
executive 
Managers 
extended an 
members of his 
meeting 


committee to 
one-day 
Dec. 16. 
Executive committee would in- 
clude Avery of WGR-WKBW, Buf- 
falo, as chairman; J. Bury! Lottridge, 
KTUL, Tulsa; Craig Lawrence, KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines; Mallory Cham- 


perlain, WMC - WMPS, Memphis; 
William R. Cline, WLS, Chicago; 
Purnell Gould, WFBR. Baltimore; 
and Jack O. Gross, KWKH, Shreve- 
port, La. 

Other chairmen: New England 
Div.sion, William Warner, WAAB, 
Boston; Mid-Atlantic Division, Mort 
C. Watters, WCHS, Charleston, W. 


Va.: Southeastern Division, John M. 


Outter, Jr., WSB, Atlanta, Ga; 
Northcentral Division. C. T. Hag- 
man, WTCN, Minneapolis. 
Southcentral Division, Herb Hol- | 
lister, KANS, Wichita; Mountain 
Division, Frank Bishop, KFEL, Den- 
ver: Pacific Division, C. C. Mitten- 


dorf, Los Angeles. 

Committee on Local Sales, E. Y. 
Flanigan, WSPD, Toledo; Committee 
on National Sales, K. W. Church, 
KMOX, St. Louis; Committee to co- 
operate with the NRDGA, Harvey 
Trenner, WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y., 





Recommendations committee, Charles | 


C. Coley, WMBD, Peoria, Ill. 

Avery just issued the 
and nobody had yet had time to ac- 
cept. 

Here’s a sample paragraph of the 
letter of invitation: 

‘No, sir! The Sales Managers Divi- 


invitations | 


sion is not dead! Before attemptins 
to organize our division for the cur- 
rent year and to plan this year’s pro- 


gram, I endeavored to coordinate our 


activities with the other divisions 
|}and committees of the NAB After 
months of correspondence i s 
definitely clear that we must carry 


on alone. You are fully aware of 
the situation in NAB—a condition 
which naturally dwarfs our plans 
insofar as they relate to NAB. I do 
feel that we should continue in 


name, if nothing else, as a part of | 


NAB. I, for one, believe t! 
industry should present a _ united 
front. Under Bury] Lottridge’s lead- 


at , 
at our 


ership, the Sales Managers Division 


certainly demonstrated a unity of 
purpose and plan, that should serv 
as an example to the rest of the in- 
dustry. I should like to see it kept 
so during this year.’ 


Shifts at WOWO-WGL 


Fort Wayne, Nov. 30. 


at WOWO and WGL, has been pro- 


moted to production director of two} 


stations. He succeeds Dorothy Dur- 
bin, who left to operate a new radio 
training school. Jeanne Brown takes 


over musical director duties also 
handled by Mrs. Durbin. 

Fred W. Fischer has been ap- 
pointed technical supervisor. of 
WOWO and WGL. 

KSTP, St. Paul, alumnj in New 


York, took Thanksgiving as a club- 
forming occasion, Jack Costello, 
Amanda Snow, Perry Martin, George 
Jersted, Four Norsemen and Polly 
Shedlove took vows of allegiance. 


PEDAGOGS’ RAD 


+ ————— 


| 


| 


| 








ANNUAL GLIN 


UI 
AN 


One Speaker Thinks Sug- 
More Educa- 
‘Dia- 











gestion for 


tional 
bolical’ 


Program Is 


PALEY TALKS 


Chicago, Nov. 30 
Three-day session of second na- 
tional conference on educational 
broadcasting, getting under way at 


Drake hotel here Monday (29) morn- 
first kick in 
pants when Merrill Denison told the 
delegates he preferred ignorance and 
‘Little Orphan Annie,’ 


ing, received its the 


Conference presumes to examine 
and appraise the situation in Ameri- 
can broadcasting as a background 
for consideration of its present and 
future public service. First speaker 


, | , ¢ rae i: resi- 
Franklin Tooke, former announcer | 9" opening day was Columbia pre 


dent, William S. 
criticized by 


Paley, who 
individuals of 


erage 
Was 


confer- 


|'ence for allegedly evading questions 


'put to him concerning whether or 
not the Federal Communications 
Commission should see either that | 


special stations be established as ed- 
ucationals exclusively, or else force 
all stations to set aside certain hours 
for educatignal programs only. 
Paley, as spokesman for radio in- 
dustry, devoted a good deal of his 
| talk to differences between freedom 
| of speech of press as compared to 
radio. Following him came Merrill 
Denison, whose 
(Continued on page 44) 
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21 Salesmen Turned Loose in WHAM’s 


Half-Hour of Unabashed Commercial 


a _— -¢ 


STUDEBAKER’S REPORT 


125 Stations 
Scripts of Government 


Using Educational 


Washington, Nov. 30 


tapid strides in educational broad- 


week In 


Educa- 


Stude- 


casting were last 
Feder al 
John W 


eve ol ¢ 


reviewed 


1 , 
the annual report of 


tion Commissione: 


baker. On the 
the second national 
Chicago of ways to heighten cultural 
programming, Studebake: 


onvening 


conference at 


that Federally-sponsored operation 
reached a new high Rea less of 
the industry to cooperate was re- 
flected in summary which showed 
125 stations in 42 states took advan- 
tage of the script service and pro- 


duced 
the continuities 
the government 

During the year ended last 
30, the Office of Education branched 
out and intensified its 
three fields. Phases of 
tional work included demonstration 
programs over national networks, 
advice, assistance, and script service 


1,200 programs built around 


available through 
library. 


June 


the 


to local broadcasters, and training 
teachers to use radio more effec- 
tively. Office conducted seven series 
|of coast-to-coast programs via the 
| webs, getting mail response from 
400,000 listeners. 

‘Radio is more and more coming 
to take its place in the American 


} 


| cessful 
talk was probably 


educational system, but the most suc- 
use of it by educators 
tinues to be a challenging 

ment,’ Commissioner observed 


con- 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov ¢ 
Sheer commercial alesmanship 
for 30 solid minutes sounds like : 
reversal of all the standard idea: 
f wh can and cannot be done , 
the radio. But WHAM t on got 
away with it fan comment wi: 


] 


food 


Explanation that WHAM rigged 


up its stunt with a competitive angle 
that had the result of converting the 


gab into a game. And hence amus- 


jing. And hence showmanship 


: | 
declared | 


activities in| 


| 
promoa- 
prom 


Representatives of 21 automobile 


{retailers were stop-watched to 60 
seconds flat. Each could say any 
;| thing Announcers Jack Lee and 
Dick Toole handled the broad 
and tooted a whistle at the deadlings 
Furiou effort if the alesmen te 
outsell each other created a lot f 
natural humor and excitement 
Three judges decided who vw 
best and a box of cigars was award- 
ed Commercial manager Frank 
Kelly scheduled the stunt as a half 


hour good will sustainer to the auto- 


mobile distribs. 


Joins WLAW, Lawrence 


| Kenneth 


experi- 


Joston, Nov. 30 
Harrison Flint, WMEX chief or- 
Zanist with that station since its in- 
ception has scrammed to a similar 


position with the new newspaper- 


owned station at Lawrence, Mass., 
WLAW 
John Kiley, recently upped from 


a baritone to organist at WMEX, sits 
in the chief organist’s settee whilst 
Lorrimer Jaquith becomes 
his assistant. Jaquith will drop that 
section of his moniker for 
purpose 


radio 














50,000 WATTS - PHILADELPHIA 











~ulienassoeanamies — 7 


10 ROUND-UP 





en 








srewryrer 2 es 








42 VARIETY 


RADIO 





Wednesday, December I, 193 











= 


BLUEPRINTS FOR N.A.B. REORGANIZATION; 





ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, OTHER NEW IDEAS 


Paid Prez Looks Certain—Revision of Central Au- 
thority Combined with Wider Spread of Depart- 


ments, Etc., Is Recommended by Loucks 


Wa } Nov. 30 PF 
’ 

> i ) i ns 

] ration and functions w e Dro- 
gs 
posed ext week to the committee 

i s plan for reorga ition and 

‘vitalization of the National As- 
sociat of Broadcasters S 


originally carded for 
yeccurs Wednesday (8) at the Wi 
Hotel 
Numerous details still have not 

been worked out and only alterna- 

tive recommendations on some points | 
will be submitted, but outlines of the | 
sche d by Philip G. Loucks, 

committee counsel and former man- 

jirector of the trade body, in- 


yncentrat 


Monday (29), 


lara 


evise 


Me d 
Ati & 


aging 
greater Cc of ad- 
power, 
addition of new 


of 


ite 
strative 
the membership, 
tivit and democratization 
present system. 

Chief 
mula are: 


ion 


broadening of 


mil 
I nh 


a 
r 


ies, the 


of the Loucks for- 


aspects 


1, Retain present state subdivisions | 


but encourage formation of addi- 
tional groups to afford greater co- 


hesion among broadcasters with mu- 
tual problems. 

2. Change the political system so 
that the governing body has more 
authority but does not submerge 
any faction in the industry. 

3. Retain a paid president with 
broad powers to take definite action 
in many fields and relieve him of 
the present burden of routine admin- 
istrative work. 

4. Departmentalize headquarters 
under a flexible arrangement de- | 
pending largely on the caliber of the 
staff and officers. 

5. Liberalize membership require- 
ments to attract individuals and or- 
ganizations which have at least 
frequent interest in broadcast mat- | 
ters. 


6. 


a 


Intensify cooperation with other | 
trade associations and groups with a} 


side-line relationship with radio} 
business. 
Foreshadowing almost complete | 


but not particularly drastic rewrit- 
ing of the constitution and by-laws, 
Loucks is set to argue that the N.A.B. 


D ] ) } i 1 ) T ) ite 
Y) > 
awakening e vely te 
activities, and expana ) itions 
) a wid ) He ha reached 
ne TI | : » i ¢ - 
i t ive 
he 1 crat structur 
Sloga A I Let's all get togethe1 
ind work out our problems under 
ynne big tent stead of having a lot 
of sideshows!’ 


Hush-Hush 

Outstanding phase of his proposi- 
of 
Cen- 


cated 


Forum Vs. 


tion is the proposed realignment 


administrative machinery 
the long-ad\ 
rong ngure a 
m- 
bership make the governing board 
the supreme authority, change the 
present committee set-up, 
headquarters, and allow a 


differences, 


enovate 
forum for 
factional instead of try- 
ing to stifle them 

Getting down to some of the speci- 
Loucks will urge that the 
association create additional subdivi- 


fications 


| sions and try to expand state organ- 
| izations 


Regional o1 sectional 
ild be formed, which will 
provide a liaison between the indi- 
vidual broadcasters and the 


parent body. Representation on the 


groups sho 


top directorate should be given to 
each geographical area, with some 


members chosen at large 


Paid president idea, which appears 


to have overwhelming approval of 


| the scores of licensees who have re- 


plied to Loucks’ questionnaire, would 
be put into effect by having the 
board choose the principal executive 
and making the chairman of the di- 
rectors an advisory officer. <A paid 


| secretary would be the principal ad- | 


ministrative 
technical 
ters. 


figure, responsible for 
functioning of 


Broadening of present functions is 
es 
in the way activities are carried on. 
Loucks will propose that the com- 
in- 
creased in number to allow coverage | 


ng 


to be proposed, along with cha 


mittees, which also would be 


of broader fields, be picked by the | 


central | 


headquar- 


4 





regional groups instead of by the 
president, the full membership in 
convention, or the governing board. 
This step, he feels, will. avoid per- 
petuation of individuals in key posi- 


tions and be a step toward more 
democratic functioning. The groups 
will suggest include policy, com- 
ial problems, law, engineering, 

ind possibly others 
An executive committee with re 
definite authority is a vital cog in 
the mact ery To obviate lelay n 
taining cor 3 the President 
to tackle various problems, to spare 
the inconvenience and expense of 
too frequent conventions or mail 
polls, and to centralize responsibil- 
ity, Loucks will suggest the board 
create a subcommittee which the 
headquarters staff could consult in 


a hurry and which would be able to 
give the go-ahead sign on vital, ur- 


gent matters. Limitations would be 
| imposed upon the composition of this 
troup, in order to forestall domina- 
tion by any cla of members 
Departmentalization scheme h 


+ 
LiVUL 


been worked out to final stages, 
primarily because Loucks thinks, 
whoever is made chief exec ought to 
have a say in reorganization of the 
operating machinery. He thinks, 
however, that more attention must 
paid to two outstanding 
jects, legal and economic problems, 
and believes that a law department 
and a research unit are imperative. 

One specific detail Loucks is pre- 
pared to advocate strengthening 
relations with the joint research 
committee which N.A.B. sponsor- 
ing in conjunction with the A.A.A.A. 
and the A.N.A., 


be sub- 


1S 


1S 


Associate Members 
Creation of a class of associate 
members will be suggested. While 
licensed broadcasters would continue 
to control the organization and pay 
most of the freight, Loucks feels 
room must be made for the other 
groups. There are many distinct ad- 
vantages in such a proposition, not 
the least valuable being strengthen- 
| ing of the broadcasting industry for 
|} lobbying with Congress and state 
| legislatures. 
are more direct communication 


of 








Newest Washington Whisper 





S. Smith on misconduct charges 


ate would be blaming themselves 


own handiwork in 





be taken into the woodshed. 


Washington whispers that at least some members feel a guilty verdict ' 
would be an indictment of themselves. | 
This slant, which may nullify the effort to keep the proceeding on 

the highest judicial plane, grows out of the fact that the rules which 
the barristers are accused of infringing were adopted en masse out 
of the book of the old Federal Radio Commission. 
members—Judge Eugene O. Sykes 


the event they decide the cited Blackstones should 


Washington, Nov. 30 


Possibility that the F. C. C. may disbar Paul M. Segal and George 


faded last week in the wake of | 


Hence the 


| 
| 
1our 
, Thad H. Brown, Paul A. Walker 
and Norman S. Case—who prescribed the way attorneys should oper- 
and admitting weaknesses in their | 


i 





Washington Bets on Smith-Segal Case: 
McNinch Imposes Strict Hush-Hush 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
the Segal-Smith 
within 


Decision 


barment 


in 
case 


anticipated 


a few days was 


today after the Federal 


Communications Commission wound 
p an extraordinary Monday (29) 
ession, which ran until after dark- 


ness. 

Stringent gag rule imposed several 
days earlier by Chairman Frank A. | 
McNinch to prevent exasperating 
about what i in ‘prospect 
brought a ‘nothing for publication’ 
e to inquiries about the en- 
tire matter, but it was reliably indi- 
cated that the six members who 
heard evidence had reached a gen- 
eral agreement about how to dispose 
of the misconduct charges preferred 
against the two barristers by Com- 
missioner George Henry Payne 

Delay in announcing the decision 
was believed among outsiders to be 
due to the need for more time in 


-AaAKS Ss 


respons 


| preparing written findings and order. | 


| ence’ 


Other desirable aspects | 


the viewpoint of sponsors, agencies, | 


and equipment people, with better 
opportunities to obtain their counsel 
|}on ramifications of questions con- 
| fronting the radio business. 

Among the details which have not 








RADIO COMPASS» 


. Steers 


local advertisers to Denver's 


most sales-productive station! 





Denver merchants have only one destination... PROFIT. Only one 
means of getting there... SALES. With the business statement as their 
compass, Denver's department, furniture, men’s, women’s and jewelry 
stores choose to spend more of their radio money with KLZ than with 
any other station. Guide your sales story over the charted route which 
big, successful stores find most economical and resultful in reaching the 
buyers of the Denver-Rocky Mountain region. 


TZ Denver 


UNDER AFFILIATED MANAGEMENT WITH WEY. OKLAHOMA CITY 
AND THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY —- BEPRESENTED 


| been worked out and which will be 
referred to the reorganizing com- 
mittee are financial problems, per- 
sonnel changes, divorce of the Bu- 
reau of Copyright, and extent to 
which powers should be shifted. 


Favors Wax Apart 


Program foundation, launched a 
| year ago by James W. Baldwin, man- 





| the copyright war, ought to be sep- 
| arated from N.A.B. as far as opera- 
{tion is concerned, Louc feels. 
| Drawing on his own experience in 
attempting to set up a similar serv- 
ice several years back, he will sug- 
gest that the work of this agency is 
not properly a trade association re- 
sponsibility and that it is undesir- 
able to engage in co-operation with 
private initiative. If certain indi- 
vidual broadcasters wish to take over 
the venture on either a co-operative 
| OF profit basis, or if the N.A.B. de- 
| sires to continue to sponsor the en- 
terprise as controlling stockholder, 
these steps would meet his objec- 
tions to either the original or the 
present set-up. In the event the as- 


S 


operation should be turned over to 
a separate executive without bur- 
such obligations. 

Possible changes in the financial 
system will be up to the committee. 
Loucks has prepared three alterna- 
tive plans for raising the necessary 
| cash, although he has not estimated 
| what increases in the budget might 





NATIONALLY BY THE E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY | he necessary if all of his proposals 


Possibility that a dissent was regis- | 
tered in the voting also was suggest- 
ed, in which event the public an- 
nouncement may be further post- 
poned until the minority statement 
has been whipped into shape. 

That the Segal-Smith case was | 
taken up during a five-hour ‘confer- | 
interrupted by the luncheon 
was not established because | 
of the McNinch censorship policy, | 
but the sudden return of Commis- 
sioner T. A. M. Craven from Ha- 
vana was considered ample confir- | 


recess 


| mation that the disbarment matter 


|cedural changes also were 
| stood to have been on the agenda for 


| how 


aging director, as a consequence of | 


|ommendations to the full member- 
| ship in February about the individ- 


| vided about extent of its authority 


sociation continued to hold the stock, 


| 


dening the N.A.B. president with | 


| the revitalized association is uncer- 


was the chief item of business. Pro- 


under- 


the session, but there was nothing | 
forthcoming about what action may 
have been taken on new rules. 
Expect Split 

With MeNinch insisting that col- 
leagues must not discuss the disbar- 
ment proceeding with any outsiders 
or subordinates, there was no cue 
the members were leaning. 
Lawyers believed there would be a 








are adopted. He will point out the 
advantages of (1) the present head 
tax based on station card rates, (2) a 
levy based on brackets of gross in- 
come, and (3) a uniform percentage 
contribution based on gross income. 
Personally he is leaning toward re- 
tention of the existing method. 
Whether the reorganization com- 
mittee will make any concrete rec- 


ual who should be hired to head up 


tain. Odds are that the matter of 
personality will be ducked for the 
present, since the committee is di- 


in this regard. Some members feel 
it would be unwise, since they have 
no power to make any definite com- 
mitment to any individual, to nomi- | 
nate a new president, so it is most | 
likely that the group will wait or 
| 
| 
| 


til asked by the proposed new board 
whether it has any particular per- 
son in mind, rather than cause em- 
barrassment by openly suggesting 
an individual who has not been | 
sounded out and then precipitating | 
a controversy. | 


| split decision, however, 
dis- | 


| the 


| bers. 


|part of time 
| though he will handle rest of CBS- 


| space selling. 


Ww 
of the betting being for a 


43 
iim most 


majority 


| verdict clearing the cited pair of anv 


| blame for unethical practice. A 
small number of observers thought 
it was possible the Commish m 
administer a temperate spanking, but 


permanent 
for. 
Presence of Commander 
who hurried 
departed 
sume his part 
conference, 


suspension was not looked 
Craven 
Cuba and 
few hours to re- 
in the Pan-American 
went unexplained. I: 

quirers experienced trouble in reach- 
ing Chairman McNixnch, and none of 
office staff would throw any 
light on developments which caused 
his brief recall. 

With pending broadcast matters of 
more than minor importance still on 
the shelf, the Commish last week held 
further discussions of changes in the 
administrative machinery.  Princi- 
pal topic canvassed by five of the 
seven members was establishment of 
a motions court and delegation of 
power to act on attorneys’ and li- 
censees’ petitions to individual mem- 
As forecast in Variery, the 
Commish is sympathetic to repeated 
suggestions that the jam in the bot- 
tle-neck be broken by allotting vari- 


back from 


within a 


| ous items of business to different in- 


dividuals. 

Two said to be of consid- 
erable significance, were reputedly 
adopted by the Commish at its Fri- 
day (26) conference, but had not 
been released up to today (Tuesday). 
Whether they have any reference to 
radio policies, procedure, or person- 
nel was not disclosed. 

Slim chance of a business meeting 
devoted to radio applications was 
seen this week. McNinch indicated 
he would hold several conferences 
within the next few days, but the 
pressing job of perfecting the ma- 
chinery is expected to consume all 
of the time. 


orders, 


Garland Back to CBS 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 

With two additions to Chicago staff 
of Radio Sales, Inc., Columbia sub- 
sidiary, one brings Charlie Garland 
back to the fold, after leaving 
WBEM-CBS sales-manager spot last 
summer to join WIND, and later 
WHIP, from which he resigned last 
weck. Present position on _ sales 
force, has Garland devoting bigger 
to WBBM sales, 





al- 


owned list as well. 

Other addition to staff was Irwin 
Shomo, lately of Photoplay mag, and 
once with Chicago Tribune, In both 
other spots he handled national 


= 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 











Affiliated with Loew’s 
Theatres.and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 


1 
N 


BRO 
R 


R a oe | 
YO 


A 
K.-C 


Y 
Y 








a 
ee 











Wednesday, 


December 1, 1937 














RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 
( Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, Ideas ) 
| Outstanding Stunts ‘sila on the job to broadcast a/ 


WSAY, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 





Deportment Program 
Rochester, N. Y. 








, graphic description of the slide, be- 
fore and after. 


Some of the equipment was caught | 


in the jand break and demolished. 
| Technicians and announcers stuck by 
t'.eir guns in face of the danger. 
When the power went out the tech- 
nicians quickly switched to short 
| wave. 


radio coverage of an event that has 
had the town agog. 


PAYNE SLAPS 


WSAY is airing series on etiquet| 
for high school youngsters. Group 
f n one of the schools dramatizes 
{typical situations to emphasize 
propel procedures. Table, dance, 
theatre, auto and home manners 
cluded School authorities oversee 
the productions which evidently are 
welcomed by children at ages when 
of ming more party conscious, Con- 
siderable parent reaction, too, with 


sram handling suggestions whe: 


p< ible. 

~ One mothe writes in, ‘I don't 
mind boys coming to see my two 
girls of high school age, but I do ob 
iect to their standing out in street 
and whistling for them rather than 
coming up to ring the bell.” Next 
broadcast includes dramatization of 


this proble m. 


‘What’s This?’ 


New York Cit 
In sending out a_ promotional 
brochure on Atlas’ transcriptions 
publicist Dave Davidson enclosed it 


n a super-envelope that stressed 
‘correct forwarding address.’ 

A double curiosity-arouser inside 
second envelope dressed to 
look as if it'd been around the world 
bearing crossed-out addresses with 
postage stamps of Mongolia, Bolivia, 
Russia, Venezuela, etc. 

Space-Grabbing Record 
St. Paul 

KSTP’s ‘Editors’ Roundtable,’ 
ducted each Friday night for a 
minute ride, has hit a new high spot 


nad a 


con- 


for state-wide coverage, garnering | 
4,800 column inches in state papers 
for one week’s broadcast. 


This total was reached 
Bjornson invited R. J. 


when Val 


ly-ousted collector of internal rev- 
enue for Minnesota, as Roundtable 
guest. Each week Bjornson brings 


to the mike an editor of some rural | 
Minnesota weekly or daily to com- | 


ment on problems of his community, 
the political situation and national 
issues as they affect his region. 
Landy, editor of the Olivia (Minn.) 
Times, loosed a blast on Democratic 
party control in Minnesota, which 
provided beaucoup news fodder for 
the G.O.P. Columnist Vic Johnston, 
who supplies some 200 papers with 
capital news, obtained the entire 
Landy speech, dispatched a 24-inch 
column to each of his papers and 
prominently played up the station 
angle. 

Round-table has been an effective 
medium for other publicity, each 
editor spreading his prospective ap- 
pearance on KSTP in his own rag, 
usually following through with more 
than a column of editorial matter. 

Bjornson rotates editors from Re- 
— to Democrat to Farmer- 

abor—and then back again. 





KGLO’S ‘Ist 200 Days’ 
Mason City, Ia. 

KGLO here has wrapped up the 
Biory of its ‘First 200 Days’ of opera- 
tion in a spirally-bound brochure 
that’s profusely illustrated. It pre 
sents an impressive panorama of 
small town station zip. 


Less than a year old, KGLO has 
already attracted a good aeal of 
general attention besides piling in 


plenty of biz for a newcomer. A 
reflection of the policies and per- 
sonalities tnat made this I i 
contained in the booklet. 
L. A. Landslide Covered 
Los Angeles. 
When the side of a mountain in 
Elysian Park landslided and spilled 


a million tons of earth on the road- | 


way below three stations, KHJ, 


KFWB and KFI, had equipment on |! 
the hill and broadcast at hourly in- | 


tervals. When the big slide came 
Yate at night the three mobile units 





Rhode Island's 
Leading Station 








15- | 


Landy, recent- | 


pessibie is 


, directed to 


RADIO LOBBY 


Washington, Nov. 30 
Mystery existed in high Federal 


Communications Commission 


quar- 
ters today in the wake of charges | 
by Commissioner George Henry 


Payne that the powerful ‘radio lobby’ 


able to bring about demotion 
of a government attorney who pre- 
pared evidence that a broadcasting 
station was guilty of numerous Vio- | 
lations of the pure food laws. 


Colleagues on the board expressed 
bewilderment over Payne's 
cusation, made Monday 
speech at the Sacred Heart Convent, 
Boston, that it is 


direct ac- 


impossible to pre- 
vent unwholesome programs and of- 
| fensive advertising because of the 
| large amount of money at stake and 
the wire-pulling of boys who know 


the ropes. 
Suspicion was voiced among in- 
formed attorneys that Payne was 


| referring to the transfer of Andrew 
G. Haley a couple of years ago when 
he stated: 

‘Showing the power that the lobby- 
ists who infest Washington are able 
| to wield, we have the famous, or 
| perhaps infamous, case of a west- 
ern station that in one day’s program 
| violated the Pure Food Act 44 times. 

In order to revoke the license of this 


| station, one of the most scholarly and | 
able of the young attorneys was as- | 

. ° ' 
signed to the case and according to| 


his superiors produced as strong a 
case as it was possible. In the course 
of his work, he was threatened that, 
if he continued, influence would be 
used to have him removed or 
moted. He continued the work but 
no attention was paid to 
dence, the license was granted to 


| the station which should have been | 
taken off the air, and the young man | 


was demoted.’ 


AVIATION TO 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
toward freeing present 
aeronautical broadcast frequencies 
for regular commercial operation 
was seen this week in Federal Com- 
Commissi for a 
conference to allocation of 
channels above kilocycles to 


Progress 


munications on's call 
discuss 
30,000 
aviation stations 
While the United States so far has 
| resisted all moves intended to cleat 
aeronautical transmitters off the rib- 
bons in the vicinity of 3,000 kc., the 
| conference is expected to lend mo- 
mentum to the drive which would 
force the aviation people into the 
attic of the radio structure. Com- 
mish has not hinted how soon it con- 
templates shifting any of the exist- 
ing airway stations into the higher 
portion of the spectrum, but the ses- 


sion of all licensees of aeronautical 
broadcast facilities presumably will 
be a step nearer the opening up of 
the avialtion channels adjacent to 
the regular broadcast band. 
Eventual transfer of the aviatio: 
people is considered inevitable in 
view of the mounting pressure from 
Canada for assignment of regulai 
broadcast transmitters to the fre 
quencies now restricted for aeronav- 
tical operations. The U. S. indust: 
is divided on the proposition, wit 
a substantial segment cheering 1 
Canadians on in the fight now 1 
progress at the Havana parley. 
Forthcoming meeting, which is fo. 
the purpose of preparing specific 
rules covering the manner in which 
the higher frequencies should  b¢ 


7 


used, will 
parties, 


interested 


itation 


open to all 
ini\ 


be 
although the 
adcasiel 


aviation ore 


Date is Dec. 16. 


| Navy 


It proved an excellent example of 


(29) in a} 
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F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





Washington, Nov. 30. 

(Series of circumstances again prevented Communi- 
cations Commission from holding its usual weekly 
broadcast huddle. Participation of Chairman McNinch 
in White House power conferences, as ex-head of Fed- 
eral Power Commish; abseiice of Commissioner Payne 
on account of illness and of Commissioner Craven as 
Havana Conference rep were contributing factors to 
continued tie-up. Thanksgiving holiday and Army- 
football show distracted attention from 


~NEW APPLICATIONS 


also 


NEW 


Alabama: WAPI, Al 1a Polytechnic Institute, Uni- 


versity of Alabama and Alabama College, Birmingham 
nstall new transmitter and directional antenna for 
night use, change frequency from 1140 to 1020 kc. boost 
power from 5 to 50 WBRC, Birmingham Broad- 
casting Cx In Birt han 


1 


boost from 1 to 5 kw 


vertical antenna and day powe! \ 
Indiana: WIND, Gary, boost night power from 1 to 5 
kw and made changes in directional antenna. 
Kentucky: WLAP. Lexington, change frequency from 
1420 to 1270 ke, install new transmitter and directional 
|antenna for night use, jump power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times 
Michigan: King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Detroit, 
new station to be operated on 1010 ke with 250 watts. 
Missouri: Star-Time Publishing Co., St. Loui new 
facsimile brosdcast experimental tation utilizins 
equipment of n trequency bproaaci t tation W9XOK 
on frequen 31.600. 25.600. 38.600 and 41.000 ke, with 
100 watts 
New Jersey: Hal Broadcasting Co., Inc., Camden, new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 
| 250 watts day 
North Carolina: Jonas Weiland, New Bern, new sta- 


tion to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts. 
Pennsylvania: WMBS. Fayette Bi ting Corp., 
Uniontown from 250 watts days to 100 


oadca 
change power 


watts nights, 250 watts days, and hours of operation 
from daytimes to unlimited. 

Utah: Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day 
Saints, County of Salt Lake, new international broad- 


cast station to be operated on 6020 ke 
remaining silent at night 


(daytimes but 
when interference might be 


caused to service of DJC, Zeesen, Germany); 9510 ke 


(subject to operation only at times when interference 
is not caused to GSB, Daventry, England) and 11,710, 
15,170 and 25.675 ke, with 50 kw and A3 emission. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Massachusetts-Vermont: Nix on the proposal of 
WBZA, Springfield, Mass., for a frequency shift for it- 
self to 550 kc, now enjoyed by WDEV, Waterbury, Ver- 
mont, was recommended by Examiner R. H. Hyde. 


Suggesting that WDEV move over from 550 to 560 ke, 


permitting WBZA to occupy the 550 berth, Springfield 


transmitter, which is owned by Westinghouse, hoped to 
double 


its 


service to 
program, 


present 
Ambitious 


Connecticut 
which 


Valley lis- 


teners. included invest- 


ment of approximately $144,000 for new set-up, also 
provided for operation independent of WBZ, Boston, 
sister-s¥ation with which it is synchronized under the 
present system. WBZA would keep its 1 kw power, if 
the deal went through, but would let go the 990 ke 
frequency on which it operates at present. 

Situation of WDEV, now being operated by an ad- 
ministrator, Charles B. Adams, as part of the estate of 
Harry C. and Mary M. Whitehill, would be imperilled 


by the move, according to Vermont transmitter’s testi- 
mony Adams, as applicant, expressed fear that legal 
difficulties would result if changes had to be rnade in 
the operat of the station on the suggested new as- 
nment Expense incurred might be construed as 
pendlr non for the benefit of a special legatee as 
ainst the interests of the residuary legates he 
declared 2) 

Westinghouse ] ey h presents question of need for 
additional service the Connecticut Vall irea, Ex- 
a ier Hyde pointed out, and also would cre e in- 
terference trouble f CFNB, New Brunswick, Canada, 
which already is snarled by operation of WGR, Buf- 
falo, on the 550 frequency Yaps of KFUO-KSD, St. 
Louis, WFIL, Philadelphia, WGR, and others operating 
on the 550 ke ribbon were ignored by Hyde, because 
of the improbability of any adverse effect upon thei! 
service through granting of WBZA’s plea. 

In suggesting a turn-down for WBZA, on grounds 
of interference to CFNB and lack of proof as to need 
for additional service, examiner proposed granting of 
renewal license for WDEV’s regular assignment as in 
the public interest, convenience and nec Ver- 
mont transmitter operates with 500 watts, days only. 
Westinghouse station, NBC blue network affiliate, has 


been using 1 kw 
Jackson, George S. Law and Horace IL 


John pi 
Lohne handled legal end of WBZA application, with 
Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith appearing for 
W DEV. 

New York: Voluntary assignment of station WNBZ, 
Saranac Lake, from Ear] J. Smith and William Mace to 


the Upstate Broadcasting Corp., was smiled on by Ex- 
aminer George H. Hill as in the public interest. 

A daytime smallie operating on 1290 ke. Transmitter 
has been particularly helpful as providing the only 
satisfactory daytime service for tubercular patients at 
the Saranac sanitarium, it was pointed out. Present 
owners are anxious to get rid of the station, principally 
because Smith, who came to Saranac as a patient, fol- 
lowing his discharge from the army, now is completely 
cured and wants to return to his home in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Deal would place the station in the hands of Carl F. 
Woese, electrical engineer and prominent business man, 
as majority stockholder. Price tag of $17,000 has been 
placed on the transmitter. Change in ownership would 
give more time to Saranac Lake Study and Craft Guild 
programs, financed by the Carnegie Corp., and inter- 
ested in bringing special broadcasts to tuberculosis suf- 
ferers, it was pointed out. 

Present owners and Upstate Broadcasting outfit were 
represented by Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo, Don- 
ald Beeler and Percy H. Russell, Jr. 
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“Its by all means the 
most comprehensive, au- 
thoritative and interesting 
a work of its kind ever pub- 
lished... a ‘must’? book 
for anyone interested in 
radio” 

—Ben Gross, 


N. ¥. DAILY NEWS 
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Philly Foreign Tongue Duplications | 


As WDAS-WPEN Pact Violated 


adelphia, Nov. 30 vear-old agreement that kept the two | 
stations from airing programs in 


een con Pies has dev eloped be- 
same foreign language at same time. 


twe een WDAS and WPEN, city’s two} °° 2 loots : 
important linguals, since sale of| Hs DAS = ati gage = soni 
WPEN to late John Iraci coupla | erstanding tnat if a Polish show was 


months ago. 


‘ ‘ | sing athe 7e M4 a) tot) the 
Hair-pulling has been | being etherized by one station, the 


or Wwol rarry L ani or 
particularly strong en sports and re- other would c ary Lithuanian 
pind F ‘ Jewish, or any other language but 
mote nitery band shews ae 
F , th hatt . Polish, during that period. 
st punch in he battle was , 
TPEN this wav no-spika-da-English 
landed by WPEN when it busted a In way no-spika-da-Engl 


} audience was divided up as much as} 








| possible, giving advertisers a break 
| PERSONAL APPEARANCE on e ther station Good-fellowship 
took a sock on tne scnnoz, nowever, 
—or— when WPEN began moving its lan- 
suage shows into same spots occu- 
pied by WDAS'’s. First to go was 
u 0 Uj G Jewish hour. It used to be 8-9 on 
WDAS and 9-10 on WPEN. Now 

both are heard from 8-9 p.m 

BRINKLEY| >. 

Next WPEN aggression was at 
Interna lonal Radio Commenta- sports shows. WDAS each week was 
tor and Broadway Columnist carrying boxing from Olympia and 
ae wrestling from Arena. WPEN got 
lines into Olympia and Cambria, an- 


FRIDAY EVENING, DECEM- 


” LOVE NEW YORK” gers — gen ge for 
RKO 58TH ST. THEATRE, 


commentator, Lanse McCurley, to 
work. McCurley, who carries some 


weight as sports ed of the Daily 


sports 


BER 3RD, AT 9:00 P. M. 


: News, had WPEN shoved out of the 
Thirty-Minute Radio Revue Olympia. Station still has Cambria, | 
with Anthony Tosca and His which WDAS can’t carry because it | 
Orchestra and a Gala Arr ay has Arena wrestling at same time. 


Next move was setting up program 
every afternoon in direct opposish | 


of Radio Artists. 





to WDAS’s. Latter for years has | 





| been carrying ‘Merry-go-Round,’ spot | 





|}announcement show with disced| 
music from 2:30 to 4:30. WPEN has | 
just started exactly similar show at 
same time, tagged ‘920 Club.’ 


STAN Even the title on this has wane | 
| hot. Last season it ran a morning | 
l'program labeled ‘1370 Club.’ Both | 
| titles are derived from respective | 
station’s kilocycles. 

WOR—7 P. M. 


‘Methodist Diocese 
Assesses Members | 


For Radio Fund 














Detroit, Nov. 30. 
Members of the Methodist Epis- 
| copal diocese of Saginaw (Mich.) 
| are being assessed to raise $20,000 to 
finance a 500-watt station in Gaylord, 
Mich. Outlet would be used pri- 
marily for nonsectarian church news, 
as weil as for commercial purposes. 


RUTH 
CARHART 











star aaa saad Part of fund already raised by vol- 
CBS , untary subscription, and remainder 
“SONGTIME” | is expected to be raised by Jan. 15, 


Tuesdays, 6:45-7 P.M. 
Wed., Fri., 10:45-11 A.M. 


after which application will be made 
|to Federal Communications com- 
| mish. Church already has received 
| incorporation papers from the state, 
| with authority to broadcast, contin- 


Mon.,, 





‘VARIETY’ says— 
.. a beautiful voice” 





gent on FCC approval. 





> 











Symons Classes Up KXL 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 30. 

Tom Symons burst out in a new 
wave of radio glory for this burg 
|with opening of his new KXL stu- 
dios. Symons had centrally located 
|downtown spot entirely revamped, 
‘which gives KXL, at present just a 
/100 watter, as smart a lay-out as 
'any of the major chain spots in 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


town, 
Symons is seeking a new wave- 
GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM |length and additional power for 
SUNDAYS, NBC Red, 5:30-6 P. |KXL. He also has plans for build- 


ing a new transmission tower 12 
Brunswick Records | ing 


miles out of town, 








" 








DNEIMLLS” 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
|AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


) 


Presented by Ivory Soap + 99 “*/ 100 °/o pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY | 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST [| 
e@« 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING 


COAST TO COAST 
AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


| whether a 


{comprised of 


| . . 
| public opinion, 














dio audience of 86,000,000 listeners 
who hear 17,000 programs daily, de- 
clared that the establishment of fur- 


ther educational programs was a 
diabolical thought if they were to in- | 
flict again a high school and col- | 


lege course On listeners, and that he | 


was satisfied that programs were al- 
ready raising taste standards among 
listeners 

At the same time, he took a whack 
at the radio lustry, saying that 
even a kind estimate could not give 
more than 25 of the programs an 
above-tripe classification, and heartily 
condemned a system whereby a di- 


becomes a fac foreman in 
charge of mass production, where 
writers can be had for a dime a 
dozen and no recognit.on. 
Sniffing at radio producers’ 
that audience mentality rated 
years, Denison pointed out the 


rector tory 


notion 
at is 


rise 


in popularity of symphony programs. | 


He declared that radio music is in-| 
variably competent, while drama is 
|exactly the opposite in almost every 
case, and that it would continue to be 
so until the industry got over being 
| short-sighted, and gave writers and 
|producers adequate reward and 


recognition 
He al that, as a listener, he 
wasn’t concerned over too much ad- 
vertising (which he could dial out), 
program was sustaining | 
or commercial, whether political or | 
syphilis talks were allowed or cen- 
sored, and that educational programs 
meant little or nothing to him. 
Monday afternoon 
section 


so said 


sessions 


were | 
meetings on| 


‘Talks Programs,’ ‘Office of Educa- 
tion Radio Programs,’ ‘What Hap- 


pens to the Listener,’ and ‘Radio and | 
the Child’s Education.’ In the lat- 
ter meeting, Mrs. Harold V. Milli- 
gan, chairman of Radio, National 
Women’s Council, talked on the sub- 
ject ‘Children’s Programs, a Review 
and Appraisal,’ in such a way that it 
is expected every radio 
will want a copy of the speech. 


Raps Kid Shows 


In it Mrs. Milligan said, ‘We regret | 
are | 


that the advertising men who 
responsible for these (highly stimu- 
lating) children’s programs do not 
see the light... ‘Women today vote, 
and they have great nee in | 
and yet big business 
does very little to indicate its | 
willingness to earn the respect of | 
millions of women who are serious | 
about this one problem.’ She con- 
demned the kid cycle, saying it came 
at a time when the children should 
be doing their homework. 

She praised NBC's ‘Bravest of the 
Brave,’ and Columbia’s ‘Wilderness 
Road,” and regretted that they were 
no longer on the air, and ‘wonders 
if any of the advertising men have 
taken the trouble to look at the ma- 
terial assembled.’ 

Other speakers on first dav 
cluded Harold Woodburn’ Chase, 
chancellor of N. Y. University, who 
praised American broadcasting sys- 
tem, and honed it would not be 
changed; and Walter Dill Scott, pres- 
ident of Northwestern University, 
who led Monday night's general ses- 


in- 


sion. At this meeting Philip L. Bar- 
bour, consultant to Pan-American 
Union, speaking on ‘How Does 


Broadcasting Operate in the Interest 
of Public Interest, Convenience and 
Necessity’ declared that he ‘found 
much of interest’ in radio programs. 

This (Tuesday) morning’s meeting 
was conducted by Robert M. Hut- 
chins, president of Chicago Univer- 
sity, and was marked by a talk given 
by Grant Ernet Hill, ‘Listen and 
Learn’ author, who discussed a num- 
ber of ‘Misconception on part of | 
broadcasters and educators regard- | 
| ing their resnonsibility in broadcast- | 


ing,” which has resulted in educa- | 
tional programs being considered 
dull. 

This afternoon Dean C. B. Her- 
| shey, Colorado College, entered a 
plea for a Rocky Mountain Radio 
Council, and Dean T. H. Shelby, 
University of Texas, one for Texas 


in the sectional meeting: 
ing Reis, Director 
conducted another on 
Art Form.’ 
Jucsbuee Soins wJsD 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Special events announcing staff of 
WJJD augmented with 
Martin Jacobson, formerly of WKY 
Oklahoma City, 
City. 

To do news broadcasting 
with special events at WJJD. 


while Irv- 


Radio as an 











along 





| previously, 


executive | 


CBS Workshop, | 


addition of | 
,| social service division went in 
and WDAK, Kansas | 
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a Showmanship Plaques 
Continued from page 41) = 

3 (Continued from page 37) ;of station showmanship. While sta- 

the most fiery ‘that convention will | ltions seek to extend their activities 
| hear at this conference. '1936 the Variety selections were into specialized fields their national 
Diabolical | WHO, Des Moines, and WLS, Chi-| reputation is usually a reflection of 

Merrill, as spokesman for the ra-|/ cago. These were 50,000-watters lo-| their local tie-ups. WGN, Chicago 


but; has been a stalwart in standing on 
its Own feet. Now in the last coupi S 
of years it also is a nerve trunk of 
the Mutual network. KWK, St. Louis 
has passed under the direction of 
the son of its founder. Bob Convey 
and Clarence Cosby as a team have 
pushed the community aspects to the 


WILLIAM 


WIRGES 


Cond ne 


AT THE RITZ 
WITH HILDEGARDE 
* 


| cated in relatively urban centres 
| largely conditioned to the tastes and | 
jinterests of agriculturists. This 
| year’s stations are of smaller wattage | 
yut not shorter roots. KMMJ in Clay 
| Centre is feeding its listeners what 
they want. WDAY, Fargo, is proba- 
bly better known to the radio trade 
at large than KMMJ, 
will perhaps appear more obvious. 


so its inclusion 








Policies adopted outside the com- 
munity and imposed upon the 
manager ished 


local 
have to be weighed in the 
case of ‘network-owned’ 
KHJ, Los Angeles, is the key for 
Don Lee-Mutual group on the Pa- 
cific. As such it is the energy-gen- 
erating point of a considerable and 
important broadcasting project. Tom- 
my Lee and Lewis Allen Weiss have 
used showmanship to steer KHJ into 
new waters. 
A Busy Station 

Bill Schudt calls WBT ‘the show- 

manship station of the nation’ and 


stations 


the 


Willys-Knight Program 
521 Fifth Avenue 





’ > > alka oe > < ‘ . ; 
has helped make Charlotte (smalle1 Murray Hill 6-2370 

WSOC is also lively) a beehive of 

stunts, novelties and local buzzing - 








around. Schudt was showmanship- 
conscious five years ago and more 
when the word was not in the vo- 
cabulary of many a _ broadcaster. 
With increased latitude from CBS} 
the Charlotte 50,000-watter is invari- 
ably in there fighting. Another CBS 
station, KMOX, St. Louis, then un- | 
der the management of James 
Shouse, won this award in 1936. 
WBT, Charlotte’s ability as an at- 
tention-getter must also be consid- 
ered in connection with the size, and 
hence the restricted resources, of the 
North Carolina metropolis. 


KOA Showed Zip 


CBS's station policies, as 
tends to give them an/| 
edge over NBC. WEEI, Boston, | 
WBBM, Chicago, and WCCO, Min-| 
neapolis, are among the most ag-| 
| gressively local fighters in the biz. | 
Under A. E. Nelson the Denver NBC 
‘station, KOA, showed considerable 
zip during the year. Nelson was 
promoted and shipped east to KDKA, 
| Pittsburgh. One or two other NBC- | 
|operated stations have done well 
within the organizational limits. 

Although other snappily-directed 
newspaper stations might readily be | 
|named, WDBJ, Roanoke, and WFAA, 
| Dallas, would indubitably appear on | 
jalmost anybody’s list of ‘bests.’ | 
| Newspaper stations have in general | 
| tended to reflect something of the | 
| experience in stunts, promotions and 
| skillful operation characteristic of 
| their publishing activities. It is true 
that in some more or less trade- 
notorious instances the eccentricities 
of newspapers have cramped and 
handicapped station aggressiveness. 
There have been examples of penny- 
pinching and pettiness-encouraging 
policies. Nevertheless it is probably 
true that there are more smart 
operators among the newspaper 
group than among any other single 
group. WKY, Oklahoma City, which 
won last year’s VARIETY designation. 
for example, has snappy sisters in | 
KLZ, Denver, and KVOR, Colorado 
Springs. 
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Address: 4351 No. Paulina St. 
Chicago, Ll. 


Admiracion - 


stated 























JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY 
wAical Camshaman” 
Is Presented by 


WOR-MUTUAL 
Every Thursday 


Coast-to-Coast 
8 to 8:30 P.M. 












J 


2 








In Canada 


Canadian stations are not per- 
mitted the scope of their Ameri iean | 
contemporaries and do not enjoy the | 
benefits of a populous land. CFRB, 
Toronto, was named by Variety in 
1936, but this year the only Canadian | 
award is made under the foreign | 
language category. It goes to CKAC, 
Montreal, which is notable for lead- | 
|ership in French-speaking program- | 
jing. Very few stations in Canada | 


ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


Paul Whiteman topped all 
attendance records first 
week Drake Hotel, 
Chicago 
EAST 45th $T 


New York MU 2-1888 











Direction 


Stage and Screen N 


are known in the United States. | Central Booking Office, Ine. 
CKY, Winnipeg, and CFCF. Mon- | 54 Wz. Randolph St., Chicago A 
| treal, enjoy some rep. CKLW,| 

| Windsor, would ordinarily be con- Radio Productions, 


Ine. 


| sidered in the trade as an American 5°70 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 


station because of its border position. 





For RADIO MW 











KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis, has 
been for several years marked by THE KING’S JESTERS 
foresight and sympathy where the 


}/non-commercial obligations of com- AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 


| mercial broadcasting are concerned. ° 
| Its record in this regard has been with MARIORIG WHITNEY 
active, imaginative and lead-taking. RUUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 

pis Phase nore Mita vathamggncs. HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 
Its gestures to education have not 
been passive but richly flavored } Pir-: Consolidated Radio Artists, tne 





with showmanship. A case in point 
| was its conference of pedagogs this 











| fall. In New Orleans WSMB has | 
also been smart in keeping its social 

fences in good repair. Plaque in the | 
1936 | 


THE SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Second Year for Tums 
WLW and NBC Red, 


to WEVD, New York City. | 
Community exploited in a sense is | 
a concentrated amalgam of all of the | 


Coast-to-Coast 


Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M., E.S.T. 








| implications inherent in the subject | 
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SIDETRACK INVESTIGATION 


— +- 


LONG DELAY oURt: 
MAYBE NEVER 


of 


Communications 


Congressional Enemies 
Federal 


Commission Can Make No 
Progress Against Combi- 





nation of Crowded Docket 
Let 


and Disposition to 


Body Try Self-Reform 


CHAIRMAN LOADED 


Washington, Nov. 30. 
Slow-moving reform program of 
Chairman Frank R. McNinch, sup- 
plemented by strong political pres- 


sure, has dampened proposal to con- 
duct a three-cornered inquiry into 
conduct and policies of the Federa! 
Communications Commission, the} 
radio business, and the adequacy and | 


workability of the Communications } 
} 

Act. | 
Complete change in outlook for | 


Congressional scrutinizing has oc- 
curred since the shake-up in Com- 
mish personnel last September. Now 
appears doubtful if any fact-finding 
will be attempted for another year. 
Legislators are bound eventually to 
have a look at the law and the regu- 
latory policies, but scheduled ad- 
ministrative renovation, crowded 





legislative slate, and imminence of 
another campaign all combine to} 
make lengthy postponement prob- 
able. 

No possibility that any of the nu- | 
merous investigation resolutions | 
pending in both chambers will be 


acted on during the present special | 
session. Word has gone out from 
the Democratic leadership in the 


House that the Rules Committee will 
not consider the proposals of the} 
late Congressman William P. Con- 
nery, Jr., or Representatives Wiggles- 
worth, Bacon, Mcfarlane, et al. In 
the Senate, the chief exponents of a 
non-political, fact-finding investiga- 
tion, Senators White of Maine, and 
Wheeler of Montana, have shown 
no intention of trying to put over 
their resolution. 
White's Attitude 

Study of regulatory policies will 
be deferred until administrative 
purge plotted by MecNinch is finished, 
according to all indications in the 
Senate. Senator White, sponsor of | 
the resolution to consider overhaul- 
ing the law, said he feels it would 
be unfair to the President’s FCC 
broom-weilder to launch a_ probe 
while the house-cleaning is in prog- 
He will not try for 





some time | 


| 


CFCF 


The six months ending March 31 
1947, sh further gains at CFCF 
~ « « Feaching the largest 


ress. 
















number 
of sponsored broadeasts ever de- 


livered in Montreal homes by 





“Montreal's Quality Station 








RED & 





| throughout the 


| the 


| dicated on The Hill, 


| wire-tugging are more or 





New F.C.C. System 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

Hereafter routine matters be- 
fore the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission will be en- 
trusted to separate commi 
ers. Their tours of duty 
on a monthly rotating 
Appointments for Decembet 
were announced Tuesday after- 
noon by Chairman MeNinch as 
follows: 

Emergency—George H. Payne 

Construction—T. A. M. C: 

Motions—Norman Case 

Emergency will cove: 
quests for temporary time in- 
creases or curtailment and so 
on. Construction has to do with 
equipment and 
changes, delays 
meet license 
court (entirely 
legal phases of pending 
cations where principals o1 
terested parties step in. 

Idea is to save time, snap up 
the tempo of administration, 
etc. There will be a minimum 
of atternoon-killing Those of 
staff not needed will not be 
present 





sion- 
will be 
basis. 


aven, 


rée- 


engineering 
inability to 
dates. Motions 
new) is on the 
anpli- 


in- 











to overcome the resistance of 


bers of the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion. 
Muddled legislative situation in 


both branches looks like a continuing 


obstacle to such a thing as a Con- 
gressional quiz of any New Deal 


agency or activity, while the plagued 
Democratic bosses are doing their 
utmost to sidestep any more 
troversies which would complicate 
the already tough job of 
through the numerous 
President has ordered. 
Spasmodic rock-throwing by the 
leaders of the investigation move in 
the House is expected to 
winter, 
likely to result in 
than repeated harrassment of 
Ninch & Co. Frobe bloc, 
vocal and aggressive, is numerically 
so weak that it has only the faint- 
est hope of blasting one of the reso- 
lutions out of the Rules Committee. 
While the presence of MecNinch at 
the helm of the FCC is partially ef- 
fective in silencing criticism of the 
agency, the slowness of the reform 
may in the end boomerang to the 
advantage of the investigation seek- 


laws the 


keep on 
but is 
anything 


not 
more 
Mc- 
although 


ers, Lethargic manner in which new 
machinery is being set up to re- 
place the abolished divisions, to- 


gether with amount of time taken in 


ers, who expected the fur would fly 
with MecNinch’'s designation. 


MeNinch Over-Burdened 
Some grumbling is being heard al- 
ready that the new chairman is still 


CALLS MNINCH 


IMPUDENT 


Washington, Nov. 30 

Attack on Federal Cc ommun 
Commission for unseating 
sioner George A. Payne 


ications 
Commis- 
was resumed 


Monday (29) by Congressman W. D 
McFarlane, who condemned Chair- 
man Frank McNinch for evasive an- 


swer to his first inquiry about where 
commish found authority to oust one 
of its members. 
Terming reply ‘Astonishing,’ the 
Texas Democrat repeated demand 
for direct answers about what jus- 
tified disqualification of Payne from 
participating in disbarment proceed- 


ing and blasted McNinch for ‘im- 
pudence’ in refusing to supply de 
tails. Added he does not want ‘shifty 
letter this time and threatened im- 
peachment charges if dope is not 
forthcoming in reasonable period. 


Decision Pending On 
Research Continuance 


And Clark-Hooper Bid 


mem- | 


Call for a meeting of the Joint 
Committee on Radio Research has 
| been issued for this Friday (3), 
|Main point of discussion will be 


con. | 


putting | 


| becomes clear for 


| whether the project gets another 
bankroll! from NBC and Columbia 
and continues operating or it 
around Jan. 1. No indication has 
been given by either network 

, future contributions. 
It is understood that the reorganiz- 


ing powers in the National Associa- | 
like to 


tion of Broadcasters would 
see the project go on until the NAB 
has rebuilt. its own 
structure and finances and the way 
the association to 
research bureau. Orig- 
inal idea of the bureau was the 
NAB’s, but as wishes of the agencs 
and national advertiser elements be- 
come dominant the NAB found Itself 
filling the back seat. 

Joint Committee has also before it 
for decision the offer of Clark- 
Hooper, Inc., to turn over for a year 
gratis the rights to a device for 
recording listener habits. The com- 
mittee would have to do the manu- 


organization 


take over the 





facturing and installing of the ap- 


| paratus. 
adopting some clear-cut policies, do | 
not please the Congressional squawk- | 


| Chief Engineer 


devoting too much time to affairs of | 


Federal Power Commission. 


which he is counseling from the side- | 


| lines, and that he is paying too much 


attention to petty details of the FCC 
Noted that President Roosevelt last 
week dragged him into White House 


conferences with utility czars and is 


| not allowing him ample time to get 


acquainted with Communications 
problems. 

General disposition to grant Me- 
Ninch a fair opportunity and enough 
time to take corrective steps is in- 
however. Moves 
‘sponsored fun’ 
less 
assuring, although there is some 
picion that the goldfish-bowl theory 
will not be as effective as the Chair- 


to eradicate 
re- 


SUuS- 


BLUE. | man seems to expect. Initial changes 
WEED & COMPANY. CECE UNITED | !2 procedure likewise have broucht 
STATES KEPRESENTATIVES }a favorable reaction in legislative 


and | 


General SSendeee William FT. West, 
Thomas R. McLean 
and Program Director Woody Klose 
of WTMV served as pallbearers at 
the funeral of the late Chief Engi- 


neer Fred Liggett at Atchison, Kan., 
last week. 
circles, where it is expected there 
will be additional and more pro- 
found shifts in method of function 
ing. 

Appointment of McNinch may per- 
manently stop a head-hunting ex- 
pedition, but it is not expected to 


| prevent an eventual study of the 
Communications Act and changes in 
the present form of the law. Legils- 
lative patch-work is virtually sure. 
since the new 
ed he will propose some amendme 
himself when he becomes 
thoroughly acquainted with regula- 
tory problems. Senator White's slant 
that Congress itself should 
the declarations of policy 
sement from many 
is bound to prevaii in time 


re-weigh 
finds en- 


dor ources atic 


folds | 


about | 


FCC head has intimat- | 


more | 


——- | 





Basketball: Crazy Indiana 


Bond Bread Sponsors Series on WIRE, Indianapolis 
—Hold Games Half an Hour for Radio 


Indianapolis, Nov. 30 late in March, 
cast for half 


them complete on thé ai! 


1938 
-an-hour, 


will also be aired 
Radio will in order to cet 


First 4.8 


again bring play-by- 


play descriptions of basketball games 


nd starts this Saturday: (4). with an- 
te ndiana homes tni > J » 
) diana Nor - ; this _ Al Maer other one in December, one Jan- 
ti non c i Y : i ‘ 
etup, sponsored by Bon . Bri aG, WIM Tuary, and two in February. 
broadcast five games of Southport : 
g Schoo Sz: rday ig . ’ : 
High School on Saturday nights. Paul Raymer spexding bulk of his 





Finals to be held in Indianapolis! time in the Chi terfitory these days. 











launched by W BT 


Oi his vacation last summer, one of our executives 


dropped into the Big Apple Night Club in Columbia, South Carolina. 
His pulse quickened—as any good showman’s would —at what he saw 
and heard there that night. He had a ringside seat at the genesis ofa 
new national dizziness. And he knew it. @ It was only a matter of days 
before he had carted the whole kit and boodle to the wer studios and 
had them making crazy before a wet microphone. Of course, putting 
a program like that on wet was like dropping a mateh in an oil well, 
@ You get plenty of action in a short space of time 


The rest is history! 


when you go on WBT. Jecause WBT is listened to by so many people in 


: * 
ation. 


the South. Because wet is “The SHOWMANSHIP Station of the N 


And bec ause it is sun h a good salesman, too! 


* The SHOWMANSHIP Stationof the Nation” W B 


WBT, N. €. Owned and operated by the Columbia 
Broadeasting System and represented by RADIO SALES. 





Charlotte. 


Set the dial of your radio at 1080—and listen to wat direct. 





fe ree 























WOR-WAEC AND 76 STATIO 


DAVE ELMAN 


HOBBY LOBBY = 


WEDNESDAY, 7:15-7:45 


P.M. 


PRES ES 


i™e 
yi vy 


“Ap 
~ Pit 


ED EY 


Kiman has had William A" 
Phelps, ex-Yale prof. on for three 
wee now, Whieh alone has viven 
the program lift. Ilarry Salter’s o: 

4 ehestra Cintroduced as 18 musica!) 


NS OF THE COLU/"BiIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM {og 
WEDNESDAY, 


OFFICES — 485 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK elc,,, etc, Sto, , Ste. 


REPEAT! 


Variety: 


‘Hobby Lobby’ program, via WOR 


Mutual Wednesday at 10:30 pom... has 
ned momentum since t went 
commercial several wee} awe. This 
week's broudcast is plain rail 
tive of how far it has gone. Dave 


Willia Lyons 


lob} hobbvie 1 ) is tyvil the show 
ether snugly and h two se 
sieans.: Contributes to zest and € 
10:30-11 P.M. et ee ee a 














SS = ee — - —ae ~ ———— = — 
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On the Upbeat 


Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook Club, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., starting Dec. 7. 


Gene Erwin Orchestra from Cleve- 
224 moved into the main dining 


ro.»m of the Rice Hotel, Houston, for ae 

an idetinite engagement Friday Leighton Noble plays Arcadia In- 
nizht Succeeded Biltmore Boys,!| ternational, Philadelphia, start-ng 
who had their original two weeks! Dec. 3. He succeeds Herbie Kay, 
engagement exiended to five weeks.! who goes into S.anley theatre there 


S 
a week's stand, 
J 
j 


for one week. Henry Busse follows 
Kav at the Stanley, Dec. 10. 


eplaced Les Hite at 
lver City, Cal., for 
t replaced by Jules 
goes in [tor an n Arab an 


Leon Mojica r 
»yastian’s in Cu 
into the 


Duke moves 


o be I 
Room of the Carlton hotel 


2 Venuti, who 


‘finite engagement Washington, D. C Dec. 16 after 
ting Providen Biltmo 
Red Nichols and his dance band Provide R. I 
ypen at Topsy’s in Los Angeles New 
Year's Eve. Bob Chester to the De roit Ath- 
letic Club, Det t ly 1 Janu 
- " . “7% 
Fletcher Henderson’s dance ork se A aLter hdaish ut the Van 
» Vogue ballroom in Los Ange!tes ho Dayt ‘ 
yoening Dex 11 Follows Lou 


cadia-Inte 


Ace Harris, out of Harlem Uproar 
House, N. Y., to tour Pennsy for first 

ar-| ‘0 days of December. 
Fri- 
Replaces Herbie Kay, who 


Noble’s band into 
iational Cafe, Philly, 


Leighton 


Jav (3). Glenn Miller holds over a Lay- 
finishes four-week session Thursday.) mor b.r., Boston, until Dec. 17 for 
Rockwell-O’Keefe 

‘Spiz’ Berg, member of Embassy 
Club orchestra, Atlanta, tied course Jerry Johnson plays Southern 
record, held by Bobby Jones and one! Hilis C.C Tulsa, Okla stariin 
yther at Bobby Jones’ (muny)| Dec. 31 
‘ourse when he shot a 33-34—67 


Wednesday (24), 


I 


c 


n 


L, 


J 


Par’s 71. 


Eddie Mayehoff, season at! on Dec. 3 

{fotel Wellington, indef at same - - 

hain’s hotel at Garden City, L. I. Bob McGrew 
——— stay at the Princess hotel, Bermuda. 

Burkarth staying six|} Opens Dec. 20. 

at the Crystal Terrace, | — 

Ky., after being set for Bunny Berigan plays 

ily eight weeks. Heard on WHAS.| politan theatre, Boston, 


Pancho quits La Conga, N. Y., for 
a fling at the Detroit Athletic Club 


Inc? 
last 


booked for an indef 


Johnny 
ionths 


yuisville, the Metro- 


Dec. 9. 


Skeeter Palmer opened at the Sen- Bert Block set for Biltmore hotel, 


eca hotel, Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 19/ Dayton, for Dec. 15 by MCA. 
for indef run. a 
—-—-- Freddie Martin set for Ritz-Carl- 
Ovie Alston replaced Willie Bry- ton h ytel, N. Y., commencing Dec. 8 
ant at the Plantation Club, N. Y, ¥ 
-_——— Paul Tremaine will  one-nizht 
Chick Webb plays Savoy ballroom, Pennsy and Ohio during December. 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Dec. 3 prior to re- —_—— 
turn to Savoy b.r., N. Y. two days Henry Halstead doing a southwest- 
] 


o 


ater, ern tour for CRA until Jan, 1. 


Red Nichols into Topsy’s, Los An- 
s!2s, Dec. 31 following a date at 


Harold Nagel set for Providence- 


fi 
Biltmore hotel, Dec. 2. 





see § 






A'S ‘ 
wyou’RE A SW EETHEART 


New Univer ae cHUGH and ADAMSON 


you’RE A SWEETHEART 

" D 
| my FINE FEATHERED FRIEN 
WAY JAMBOREE 


THE TOAST 


MURRAY MENCHER | 


w 
wa 
© 
» 
0 
3 
ad 
ewe 


SCRAPIN’ 
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Three Song Classics 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


799 Seventh Avenue New 


MUSIC—DANCE TOURS _ 


Wednesday, December 1, 1937 


———— os a 
= 


Breakdown of Network Plugs 


Following is an analysis 

ree ; 
the week from Monday through Sunday (Nov. 22-28 
the two NBC links and CBS. 


umn, denotes film songs, t legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speals for itself. 


Title Publisher Source 








Inside—Music 


New York Law Journal last week devoted a column and a half to the 
Nathan Burkan Memorial Competition which the American Society of 
Composers. Authors and Publishers is underwriting. It’s a $100 annual 
prize for the best treatise on copyricht for each law school that enters the 
contest. Dean of the school will be the sole judge of a paper's merit. 


Contcst idea was sugzested by ASCAP’s administrative committee as a 


goodwill builder. It’s hoped that the participating law students will be 
made pro-copyright law conscious and that there won't be any cases of 


reverse English, with the contestants boning up on the rights of copyright 


‘Ss 


owners so that they can find loopholes which will be of value to them in 


the event they are later retained to fight ASCAP. 


There is talk of Max Dreyfus and Buddy Morris of Warners buying 
in individually on T. B. Harms Co., which musie pub firra is now 1007; 
owned by Warner Bros. Of the profits. Jerome Kern collects 25° 
an old arrangement, and ii’s known that Dreyfus shares in Kern’s bit. 

Both Dreyfus and Morris are WB music executives, the latter g.m. of 
the Music Publishers Holding Corp. (all WB music firms), but the reports 
of the new deal are said to be for individual investment. 

Dreyfus, although in an emeritus capacity with WB music. 


is of course 
building up his publishing 


own companies—Chappell, Crawford, 


director of the Musie Publishers’ Pro- 
pted by the organization’s board at the reeular 
Vednesday (24). Head of Santly Bros.-Joy, 
submitied his exit pa ! vious, explaining his business neces- 
itated his gravitating between New York and the Coast and that this pre- 
vented him from attending the board's get-togethers. Santly’s move does 


Lester Santly’s resignation as a 
tective Association was acce 


monthly meeting last Inc.., 
or two days previou 


not affect the membership of his firm. 
MPPA board devoted the rest of the 


ters and discus 


meeting to going over routine mat- 


ing the financial condition of the association. 


Don Haynes in Frisco Miss Chalmers with Busse 
San rai » Nov. 30. Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Don Haynes, former manager of 


Lynn Chalmers, just returned from 
Henry 


Cleveland ofiuce of the Consoli- 
lated Radio Artisis, has been placed ie Coast, 
in charge of CRA’s local office. Gene Busse orchestra as vocalist. 
Onn ta lay Mme} — 
Englander, former Scheduled for a Mutual 
leader, has been rreRe : 

Via WGN when she returns to town 


following 


goes with the 


dance band build-up 
added to the staff, 
Which also numbers Gordon Hesche. 

With the CRA 


ias taken ffices. ; tre 


increase in staif, the Busse orches'ra thea- 
| | ver anew suite of and dance tour. 


, under | 


Marlo. 


of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 
Grand total represents accumulated performances on 
‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ co!- 


Grand Commer- 
Total cials Vocals 


Pda ae, We iss che tae eee Mille; cee e eens Pop eet oy errr re - oo 12 22 
t’s “ee Be yh ae Oe os ear ee ne a fig he to) > PO. ccna rns ccsan vege males s ° ol ri 35 
Big ore i You Cun Gar esac ~CRSBDEL icc ccace *Damsel in Distress ‘4 31 9 2 
Ebb-Tide ... Pre sy eeu cee ee lan ane Paramount....... *Ebb-Tide ade Gaaae vathe ° 28 5) 18 
Farewell, My Love Niwa p Haee ROE RISs 650 5 <'5.5a 66 oo) err (dGee baa a Kea - 28 5 14 
I Still Love to Kiss You Good Nig Waist... ..ceccos “Ona Street..... 25 8 17 
You Can't Stop Me from Dreaming....Remick .Pop 25 9 12 
Vieni, Vieni .Witmar Pop , . ° 24 9 16 
Rosey Da _... Cnappel) ‘ Damsel in Distre od u 16 
D ilie Chavpell *Rosalie 1 7 1” 
r 1 Gold Mine in the Sk Rerlin Pon | ; 19 
Remember Me? .. Wiamark ..*Mr, Dodd Takes the Air 2 7 11 
Blosson mn Broadwa Famou slossoms on Broadway 29 6 14 
When O in Played O Prom \i Robb n Pop 0 l 13 
You and I Kno Mo Virginia 0 b 12 
3 Conf yn Le ! .. *True Conie yn 20 , 1? 
» Wh m 1 m ) ”) , 1) 

) Rose Left in M t Snap ) Pop 19 y 15 
toses in Decembei heen «tea seeeee ie Of the Party 19 > 10 
A Svrange Lonelines INT IGS IM. ccc cccck OO 13 rT y 
whiSSion by the Sea 1aniro Pop 17 3 ? 
Everything You Said Came True.. ae re Pop sags ie eighia tRiamcls ean ae 16 l 10 
Tama, | Wanng Make Rhythm fantlv-Joyv onhattan ’ Merry-Go-Round. 15 7 9 
Coitin’ Some Fun Out of Life .. Yonnldson. .Pop ee ee 15 3 8 
Sweet Someone St *Love and Hisses 14 ; } 
I Wanna Bo in Winchell’s Column Feist Love and Hissegs. 13 2 ) 
In the Still of Nighi ‘ js cd eee a as CEE ERS 4 co 4s obdaeSdedaetoas 133 2 4 
Cachita .. Southern hs 2 J ae ene Pa 13 0 2 
You Took Words Out of My Heart , Pa nount : Lig Broadcast of 1938 12 | ) 
It’s ti Natural Thing to Wo Selctet ‘ Yvublie or Nothin 12 3 ; 
Have You Ever Been in Heaven Sentiv-Joy Manhattan Merry-Go-Round 12 2 3 
Thrill of a Lifetim Marlo ..-- *Thrill of a Lifetime 12 l a) 
So Many Memories id ss kia win cok TE , . Pop ou ; 12 l 8 
She's Tall, Tan, Territic peewee SaRee ... tCcttun Club Parace 12 l ; 
Rollin’ Plains.. seccscececss pscnusier-Miller Rollin’ Plains. rs 0 ; 
Sailing Home 04g WOTES SRG MUSIC. POD oss dak ay<s 12 i) 4 
That Old Feeling ee eae hes seer cist : Vogu of 1938 11 ; y 
Sweet Stranger ; Acvar-Yeollen ... Pop ‘ 11 0 7 
I’ve Got My Heart Set on You...... -obb n ; a Ali Baba 19 2 7 
Ten Pretty Girls , kg ROPOMUEOLOL «ea akaee Pop . 19 l 7 
I’d Love to Play a Love Scene......... Famous Lov? on Toast oy i0 0 7 
Moon Got in My Evyes.. were Uae eee Selee - *Doubdle or Nothing 10 2 6 
Tears in My Heart Mark . Pop 1) 1 4 
ites ls ge i.) ca i or en MGP1G 6 ices teusaess Oe 10 d 4 
Goodby Jonah : MPP tei th : SE ie” eer errs re 10 2 3 
I Want a New Romance....... ..eeeFamou *Love on Toast 10 3 2 
Sg 7 ea er ear MSPS. kiacas 2): eek Perea ee ae tet ae er 19 3 | 
Miles Apart... 583 Ph FES 29-4 94S C IES LEER RS POP stasasdassssivaaersnee 9 l 6 
1 Want You for Christmas kere CS Ee em i) SECO rere eT ever rr re 9 1 .) 
Let’s Give Love Another Chance ...RoObbin eye Toe TT ) 0 ) 
Have You Met Miss Jones? ..ee-eChappell......... t?’d Rather Be Right ) 2 4 
Strange New Rhythm in My Heart Chappell......... *Rosalie ) 0 4 
Josephine ...... kin eta ee oka ebay as bins ,) I ) 
Swing Is Here to Sway Set eee eee oe Ce SE ee ee ee ee we 3 2 ) 
An Gia Fiame Never Dies... . oss sso cs FeODOINSs cccac ccc’ ‘Virginia Sikh xe his SRE 3 0 ) 
| Mama, That Moon Is Here Again.......Paramount....... “Big Broadcast of 1938........ 8 2 4 
zowre Out of This World... ......66.a0. Rebb'ns . Pop $ l 4 
Sail Along, Silvery Moon............. Select errr ee 3 0 3 
Love Me...... , Aes nn Te UED s as cednead Pop ‘ ae eee 3 0 l 
This Never Happened Before......... Robbins .*Hiiting a New Hizh 7 i) 0 
ae OF Te a re CHANGCN c6.cccwcia *Pabes in Arms ‘ 7 1 ) 
Let’s Pitch a Little Woo ba ses onan Pop 7 2 4 
Wee BROT FATUOE oc ooo in a de ccaevdead LEC ..Pop P 7 l 3 
Have You Any Casiles, Baby?.......... | WOLSy  BAOW is6.ePisvcisvsens 7 0 3 
Goodnight Kisses ere ee KXalmar-Ruby OS SE ee Pee eer er re 7 0 2 
WHispers 16 THG DAK. ics kcscccavcdscess PAMOUS 666k weve *Artists and Models katee 5 2 i) 
RIV TOOUNNID, oo c.cca veda easaceacen ... Lincoln ery. eee Rae a cite a) 2 4 
I Hit a New High i ree *Hitting a New High......cee a) 2 4 
Afraid to Dream i hog eee Lostewss oth © S2OVG EVGrytningd..s iss 6 2 3 
Let’s Waltz for Old Time's Sake....... WIA icc ccwes Pop ‘ eco a) v 2 
MOON At SOG... ccc cccvcs eee le ae a SER errr rer eee e a) l i) 
| ’'d Like to See Samoa of Samoa PGs, ....5.3s02000s Cae Brees sxe ) 3 4 
I Told Santa Claus to Bring Me You....Santly-Joy....... POP ............ ‘ esea 9 0 4 
RAISER CI Uae atc Sp alah vedo) aCe ey Paramount....... *Double or Nothing......... ‘ 5 0 3 
Why Tere AWOU LOVE’. .6 ic ciscccdacae Hollywood....:.. *Life Begins in College..... ee 5) 0 3 
SOU Btarte* Bomething. .cccccccessics PSs 550 Fed 6 vc ED dine erik cad eae Ces ee ne 5 0 2 
Searuust on the Moon. .....6ciseaceses Pc ee eee eee meee ere “a Teer rere. 5) ) 1 
WENT) Sick vast ce rnnka de yee wa 55455 ANE? Fisk sc 60 aeweuwss eet anaes eve 5 1 ) 
Midnight in a Madhouse............... a) a rare PS Sei dawaecisens ovveme see ae 3 l 0 


Alfred Newman peddled his ditty, 
‘Moon Over Manukura,’ sung in ‘The 
Hurricane,’ to Kalmar & Ruby for 
publication. 


Joe Haymes engaged for a session 


at Roseland ballroom, N. Y., opening 
Dec. 35. 











A Tune-Territic 


Sore From the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


SHE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 
I'm Always In The Mood For You 
Harlem Bo‘ero 


Fagland’s New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Will Hudson's Smash Sequel To 
“Organ Grinder’s Swing” 


Popcorn Man 


A New Hilson Ebit 


Sophisticated Swing 


I'm Just a Country Boy at Heart 


Jom-orous 


Still the Season's Top Melods 


Moon At Sea 
ON 
/ Mus Music, Inc. 
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urged to refuse to issue 


titled to free music. 


outfits that sell orchestrations at 
bands. 





Newest Free Copy Chisel 


Music publishers were advised last week on how they can eliminate 
the latest angle in orchestration chiseling. 
fellows who make the rounds of publishing firm counters claiming 
that they are from transcription recording studios. 
from the Music Publishers’ Protective Association these pubs were 
such free 
could show credentials from a studio recognized by the association. 

If the recording outfit named by the caller is nct on the MPPA’s 
certified list, the publisher is to ask the caller to have his employer 
write the MPPA and the latter will decide whether the studio is en- 
Impression in publishing circles is that most, if 
not all, of these callers have no c 
studios but that it’s a new twist to getting music for the illegitimate 


This concerns the young 
In a circular letter 
caller 


orchestrations unless the 


onnection with reputable recording 


appreciable cut-rates to smalltown 


RIVAL UNIUN 
U.1U. ORGAN 


Events of Past Week in Phil- 
adelphia Viewed as Hav- 
ing National Significance 
—General Denials Despite 
Combination of Facts 


ik 














American Publisher Suing in Canada 
Wins Decision Against 20th-Fox 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. is fol- 
lowing up the verdict it got in Can- 
ada against 20th Century-Fox last 
week by bringing suit against the 
producer in Great Britain, France 
and Austria. Canadian court held 
that in using “The Man Who Broke 
the Bank at Monte Carlo’ as a pic- 
ture title 20th Century had not only 
violated the rights held by the copy- 
right owner of the song of the same 
name, but was guilty of unfair com- 
petition, or what is known in Canada 
as the ‘doctrine of passing off.’ In 
addition to damages of $350, the pub- 
lisher was awarded the $1,046 that 
the film cleared through Canadian 
exhibitions. 


Case served as a precedent, in 
that no reference to the song itself 
was made in the picture. Shapiro- 
Bernstein, which holds the world 
synchronization rights to the tune as 


agent for Francis, Day & Hunter, of | 


England, contended that the title was 





Mills’ Takes Left Songs 


Mills Music, Ine., has bought the 
rights to the score of ‘Pins and 
Needles, revue which the Interna- 
tional Ladies 
Union is bankrolling at the Labor 
Stage Theatre, New York. Tunes in- 
clude ‘One Big Union for Two,’ 
‘Doin’ the Reactionary,’ 
Song of Social Significance’ and 


‘Four Little Angels of Peace Are 
They.’ 

Harold J. Rome, Yaie grad, did the 
words and music. 


They All Are 
Guilty, Sez 


so distinctive and so closely associ- | 


ated with the song in the public’s 
mind that its use in the picture with- 
out permission was a direct violation 
of the Canadian copyright law. Find- 
ing of the court completely affirmed 
this line of argument. 

In the United States the song is in 
the public domain. While the film 
was in production Shapiro-Bernstein 
warned 20th Century that the song 
and the title was protected by regis- 
tered copyright in countries allied 
with the Berne Convention, and any 
showing of the picture under the 
‘Monte Carlo’ tag outside the U. S. 
would be met by litigation. The song 
itself was taken out of the Canadian 


version, but the publisher went 
through with the threatened suit. 
Famous Players Canadian Corp.. 


Ltd., which exhibited the film, was 
named as a co-defendant. 





URGED TO RATIFY 


Copyright Treaty Should Get Okay, 
Committee Declares 
Washington, Nov. 30. 
American adherence to the Rome 
copyright convention, extending 
automatic protection to foreign au- 
thors and composers here on equal 
terms with our creators, was rec- 
ommended to the Senate last week 
by the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee. Declared there is no justifica- 
tion for postponing ratification of 
the long-pending treaty. 
Development of broadcasting in 
recent years intensifies the need 
for joining the convention, the re- 
port said, since American tunes and 
scripts are in serious danger of in- 
fringement abroad. Details of the 


—" will be found in the film sec- 
ion, 








Columbus Repeaters 
Columbus, Nov. 30. 


It's old-home week for bands in 
‘ocal night spots. Billy Grantham 
moved back into Virginia Hotel, 
where he played all last season; 
Frank Ferneau’s hometown band is 
sel indefinitely in the Neil House, 
and Bill Baer returns to the Desh- 
ler Wallick, where he scored a three- 
month hit last spring. 

_ Ernie McKay continues = 
S.ate Restaurant, 


the 


| f 

| Music ICKe 
ASCAP, Music Publishers Protec- 

tive Assn., the Song Writers Pro- 


tective Assn., and practically every 
music publishing house in the city 
are named defendants in an alleged 
infringement suit filed last week in 
Federal Court, N. Y., by Ira Arnstein, 
who has been waging a private war 
againest ASCAP for several years, 
even picketting the offices of the as- 
sociation recently, Arnstein claims 
the defendants have illegally thefted 
his musical compositions in many of 
the present-day hit tunes. He wants 


an injunction, accounting and dam- 
| ages. 
| Besides those already mentioned, 
other defendants in the 
Broadcasting Co., Columbia 
Broadway Music 
M. Witmark & 


tional 
Broadcasting Co., 
Publishing Corp., 
Sons, Remick Music Corp., 


Irving Berlin, Ine., Nathaniel Shil- 
krit, Emory Deutch, Gene Buck, 
George Paine, E. C. Mills and Wil- 
liam Gross. 

Arnstein alleges that at various 
times he submitted musical scores to 
the defendants who rejected them. 
Later, he avers, the same tunes were 
used in hit songs, but credited to 
‘tin pan alley musicians.’ 

In the long complaint, framed by 
Arnstein without the benefit of an 
attorney, 
a collective agency for composers, 
‘song and lyric writers and publish- 
ers, has a yearly intake of 
nearly $10,000,000 from radio, motion 
pictures, night clubs, etc., 
under its management only a few 
people receive most of the retalties 
and that these few decided ‘how 
much 900 other members shall re- 
ceive. Arnstein charges that ASCAP 


gross 


has discriminated against him and | 


has refused him membership, al- 
| though he has composed more than 
' fifty songs and instrumental num- 
bers. 


' 
Garment Workers 


‘Sing Me a| 


suit are: | 
Warner Brothers Pitcures Corp., Na- 


a. mel 
Harms Music Co., E. B. Marks Music | 
Publishing Co., Leo Feist, Inc., Sam | 
Fox Music Co., Robbins Music Corp., | 


he charges that ASCAP as | 


and that | 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 


cant bite here into the AF of 
trolled field of music, it was suddenly 
revealed during the past week, 
amdist a situation filled with denials, 
counter-denials and picketing. 

John Edelman, chief of local CIO 
declares a rump organization calling 
itself the 


Progressive Musicians’ 





Union, has no connection with the 
John L. Lewis forces. On the other 
| hand, officials of the new union 


| maintain it is definitely a CIO body. 
| And despite denials by CIO of the 
| tie-up, VARIETY learned, an important 
| CIO organizer has just been granted 
|90 days leave. During that period 
without knowledge of the 
| the end of the 3 months, it is re- 
liably understood, the new union will 
| have a definite connection with the 
| industrial unionists, even if there’s 
| only a sub-rosa understanding now 
| CIO organizer who started Satur- 
| day (27) for Progressive is James 
Gill, who got the CIO’s Hotel and 
| Restaurant Workers Union under 
| way here. Under the vertical union 
| set-up, it is believed that the mu- 
sicians will fall into a general classi- 
fication with hotel and _ restaurant 
employees. 

| Chief of the 
ganization is Samuel Brown. He is 
a former member of the AF of L 
| local and played with Meyer Davis 
| units here for 12 years. He also 
| batoned his own bands at several 
| hotels. : 

Brown has set up headquarters in 

(Continued on page 48) 


new musicians’ or- 


} 


lth 


CIO has taken a nationally-signifi- | 
L-con- | 


| he is to work for the P.M.U.—with or | 
Cio. At 


MUSIC WEDGE DENIED 


——an 








—_—______—_-_—___-——_ 


Harry Moss Shifts 


} 


Bob Sylvester has been released 
by Harry Moss’ Associated Radio 
Artists, after a brief association fol- 
lowing Moss’ disassociation with 


Consolidated Radio Artists recently 
Association with Erma Pegram, 


| of Charlotte, N. C.. who acted a: 
} southern rep for Moss, has also been 
| dropped. Moss is now negotiating 


| with Larry Azarki of Dallas, and Leo 
Salkin of Chicago, another alumnu: 
of CRA, to aid in their 
territories on usual 
deals. 


respective 


combo booking 


} 


Fox Proposes 


Films Assume 
Rights: Cost 


| 
| Discussions are on between Harry 


| Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music Pub-' 
lishers Protective Association, and 
staff copyright counsel for motion 


| picture producers about putting the 
| MPPA’s mechanical 
| bureau on the producers’ payrolls. 
| For a stipulated monthly or annual 
| fee the services of this bureau would 
| be made available without limitation 
in checking domestic and foreign 
rights, getting price quotations, or 
obtaining any other information re- 
garding clearances 

Fox would prefer to have a steady 
list of clients paying so much a 
month or year so that if he has to 
expand his staff he will be assured 
of a permanent income to cover the 
added personnel. Clearance bureau’s 
present system is to bill for particu- 
lar services as rendered. 


rights clearance 


Ray Kinney Credits F.D.R. and Bing 


For Hawaiian 


| 

By MARION SQUIRE | 
| It's a far cry—or a long croon— 
|from President Roosevelt to Bing 


Crosby, but Ray Kinney, leading ex- | 


ponent of Island music, jointly 
credits these two gentlemen with the 
current craze for Hawaiian tunes, 
The Hawaiian cycle was started 
some 18 years ago, says Kinney, by 
the famous ‘Bird of Paradise.’ Since 
‘then it lay more or less dormant 
|until President Roosevelt and Bing 
Crosby (not together) visited the 
Islands. The President's visit re- 
vived interest in the Islands, Ray 
Kinney intrigued Crosby with ‘Sweet 
| Leilani’ (authored by Harry Owens, 
maestro of the Royal 


records in 18 months for Decca, and 
that probably helped matters along. 
Kinney nightly holds forth at the 
Lexington hotel's Hawaiian Room, in 
N. Y., and his Island origin is 
thentic in spite of his tag. 
Kinney was born on the Island ofa 
native mother and an Irish father— 
the latter a proud parent at the age 
of 72. The Irish influence in Hawaii 
is much as the Gaelic polo-playing 
Dons in the Argentine 
London, too, has the Hawaiian bug, 
and made overtures to Kinney as 
early as two years ago. No one 
could find his birth certificate so the 
whole thing had to be called off 
The matter has been straightened out 
now, and in the near future Kinney 
will be showing Britishers how to 
| swing it in Hawaiian. Kinney does 
not believe that the craze will die as 
it did before 
‘Through 


au- 


, 


the vears,’ -he 


id, ‘Ha- 


Hawaiian 
hotel’s orchestra), and the rage was) 
on. Kinney also made 64 Hawaiian | 


Music's Comeback 


| waiian music has been modernized 
for dancing, yet kept its genunine 
flavor. It still has all the old soft- 
ness for those who dance with their 
|eyes closed—or just listen. And it 
has a tom-tom beat underneath for 
| the ones who want to go to town.’ 

And that seems to take in a lot of 
| territory. 

Kinney’s English is strictly Ameri- 


can, having gone to school in Salt 
Lake City, and that’s ;where his 
career started. At an initiation he 
| was ordered to sing, and obliged 
| with the only song he knew—‘Aloha,’ 
| written by Hawaiia’s last Queen 
Liliuokalani. 

Much to his surprise he was a 
suecess. Sent home for more mus-e, 


sang his way through school and re- 


turned home to become popularly 
known as ‘The Idol of the Islands.’ 
Now has between 600 and 700 Ha- 
Wallan songs in his repertoire 
Among them is ‘The Cock-Eyed 
Mayor of Kaunakakai.’ written for 


Warner Baxter 


Baxter's sobriety. 


no reflection on Mr. 


Baxter, so the tale 


goes, was made mayor for the day 
while visiting the town, and rode 
about on an ancient nag in state, 


shorts and a plug hat—thus inspiring 
the ditty. 

Kinney is Hawaiian in appearance. 
Plump, medium height, soft eyes and 
voice, and an unassuming manner 
He does a sideline of composing, one 
of his efforts being ‘Hawaiian Hos- 
pitalitv, interpreted by dancer 
Meymo, at the Hawaiian Room. He 
is of the opinion and the fond hope) 
that Hawaiian music has gradua‘ed 
from the fad class, 


and assumed a 


in modern music 


permanent place 


Fear of Mind-Changing Songwriters 
Behind Clause Revision Demand 


—+ 


Attempt to straighten out the 


nots in 


the new uniform contract 
was being made late yesterday aft- 
ernoon (Tuesday) at a meeting of 


publishers and officers of 
writers Protective A 
Meanwhile the latter organization 
has called a special meeting for its 
own members at the Hotel Astor 
next Wednesday (8) to change a cou- 


the Song- 


ociatlion, 


ple of the association's by-laws in 
order that they will conform with 
ceriain provisions in the proposed 


writer-publisher agreement. 
Counsel for various major publish- 

ers urged their clients to insist on 

a complete rephrasing of the agree- 


ment. The lawyers pointed out that 


the contract is now written there 
nothing to prevent the writers 
from arbitrarily junking it, as hap- 


pened in the case of the pact which 
went into effect four years ago. Un- 
der advice of these lawyers the pub- 
lishers demanded at yesterday's 
that the new uniform con- 
tract be so worded as to leave no 
doubt that all rights are automatiec- 
ally assigned to the publisher during 
the term of the agreement. As the 
pact now stands the SPA merely 
agrees to suspend its claim to such 
assignments. Another point pressed 
by the pubs was that the contract 
be so revised as to make it abso- 
lutely binding on all SPA members 
in order to avoid any possibility of 
the latter walking out later and set- 
ting up another form of contract. 


mecting 


Every Lawyer Different 

Several publishers, who are anx- 
ious to effect peace between their 
ranks and the SPA, took the view- 
point that since the writers were 
given all the terms they asked there 
was no reason why they should ob- 
ject to the redrafting of the disputed 
technicalities. What has made the 
document as it stands more mud- 
dled than ever for the publishers are 


the loopholes and snares that are 


| conjured up every time a different 


lawyer analyzes it. 

At the scheduled Dec. 8 mecting 
the SPA proposes to amend Articles 
IX and XII. Former will be re- 
worded to limit the assignments to 
songs written by SPA members 
prior to Dec. 31, 1962, while the lat- 
ter article will be rephrased to pro- 
vide that a member of the SPA can 
resign prior to the same date. Pres- 
ent wording of Article XII has the 
member committed to remain for the 
life of the association. 

Two publishers, Joe Morris and 
Lester Santly, disclaimed any voiced 
opposition to the new agreement, 
Either pubiisher declared that he has 
yet to see a copy of the agreement, 
adding that as soon as the document 
is okay with other publishers he will 
readily signature it. 

Julian T. Abeles, counsel for the 
Robbins music combine, last week 
distributed among publishers a four- 
page closely-typed analysis of what 
he thought were loosely phrased 
clauses jn the writers’ contract. This 
study had much to do with tearing 
the whole situation wide open in 
publishers ranks. 





Balto Peace Fails 


Baltimore, Nov. 30. 

Attempt at settlement of musicians 
strike against local hotels fell flat 
this week, with tooters turning down 
proposal offered by hostelry props. 
Called out two months ago in an ef- 
fort to enforce a closed shop for pri- 
vate rentals slated for hotel rooms, 
union musicians have been replaced 
by out-of-town non-union combos 
booked by hotel men for these func- 


tions, as well as their regular dine 
and dance requirements. 
Previous arrangement had union 


men on regular jobs on min.smuia 
ten-week contracts with musical re- 
quirements on private rentals left to 
discretion of individuals 
for affairs. 


contracting 


Warners assi’ned t:c scoring chore 
on ‘Gold Is Where You Fond It’ to 


\4 ‘ 
Mux Ste ner 
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King S Early Palmer House Seram 
Due to Sponsor's Sustaining Reaction 


— - — + 





+ gunna 4 } 1, ra. 
_ It is understood that it was on te Reggie Chids’ Offer 
WUcse O12 BGQGY Guill, ais AiE & 
sor, that Wayne King is prematurely 
pulling stakes out of the Empire Accidental redia ‘fedarine by the 
Room, Palmer House, Chicago mn rrangements committee brought 
Dec. 11. Reggie Childs a $2,000 one-nite dance 
Hotel airs its orchestra over WGN , date for annual Sugar Bowl ball in 
and Mutual nightly at 11 p.n Lady New Orleans Dec. 31. 
Est * came to ti at Comm er had been shopping 
' Aitte | a ¢ en y heard 
Dp ¢ I t il ( 1 iV Be lv ¢ 1! 
Fo 8) K Cbs a ( Newpo Ky. Committ 
10 p yn M ia 3( ia ’ ed ft Negotiatio 
)p ] la Wed ( ed ) Y. CRA 
a I ) 
Sint i ) " ) 
niteries in Chicago nd be 


Palmer House is tied 
with Mutual, through 
entertained no intention of relin- FILLED DESPITE FIRE 
- shing a wire because of a sponsor. 

Consequently, a is bowing out 

and Shep Fields moves in 


“on 2 de:l_ SHEP FIELDS BOOKING 


spot 


Lincoln, Nov. 30. 


Shep Fields. played the Coliseum 
Dance Halls Can Be Taxed here Friday (19) and grossed $1,300, 
1 hefty take considering Was set 
‘ , _ : 4 
By Counties, Judge Decides |=". Turnnike Casing. but the 
Atlanta, Nov. 30 pot burned to the ground a day 
fora } . Yr} } > lley 
Validity of 1937 legislative act al- Delore | irrival. R. H. Pauley, 
lowing counties to levy f on manager of the place, arranged for 
jance halls and tourist camps it- University Coliseum for $300 for 
side incorporated areas was upheld; the night, communicated with the 
last week by Judge Virlyn B. Moore ana 
who dismissed two injunction suils; Latter held the Burlington Zephyr 
on demurrer, ruling complainants 40 minutes in Ssndne ae ‘to make it 
had no cause. for action. Pauley barely comes out on the deal, 
1 - ut sets him str t the Whe 
Ruling will affect about 50 camps PU 1 strong Wi oly 1€@ pud 
} . 7 »” arr 
and sandwich shops where dancing | lic. He's arranging to get the Shrine 
is permitted» Last June County Com- | C!4¥9 here for the winter, announc- 
ee — a. "’ ns he will ret d closer f n 
missicn placed a $50 annual lice ig | will re build closer to town 
fee on camps with five cabins, or] XU Spring 
and an additional $5 per cabin above Me e, leaves but two dance 
this number. License fees for dance. places, King’s and Pla-Mor here, both 
halls were fixed at $100 each. bargain spots 
























presents 


GORDON & REVEL'S 
Biggest and Smartest Songs 


SWEET SOMEONE 
| WANNA BE IN 

WINCHELL’S COLUMN 
BROADWAY'S GONE HAWAII 


BE A GOOD SPORT 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, 
LOVE AND HISSES, starring Walter Winchell, 
Ben Bernie and Simone Simon. 








The Novelty Hit 


JOSEPHINE 


By Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens 


From Walter Wanger's "52nd Street" 


| STILL LOVE TO 
KISS YOU GOODNIGHT 


By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 


The Standard Bearer of Christmas Songs 


SANTA CLAUS 
iS COMIN' TO TOWN 


By Haven Gillespie and Fred Coots 


From Walter Wanger's "“Vogues of 1938" 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By Lew Brown and Sammy Fain 


1629 BROADWAY @® NEW YORK 
CHESTER COHN, Gen. Prof. 


YOU CAN'T GO WRONG WITH 
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OLIS SHIFTS | | 
INDIANAP | . 
Hal Bailey Moves Into Downtown | | st eet USIC e ers 
Area—Payne Organizing 
oma (Week ending Saturday, Nov, 27) 
Indianapolis, Nov. 30. | 
Dance and nitery jobs for dance | - 
: : WaGtes: WIG kcddks<iha06esedaesese ocewecesccaceqeces Wi rk 
bands are now in a shifting process | vices Vient ..... eee itmark 
p. . ae io t Can’t Stop Me from Dreaming........ eererrrerer 
here ‘ollins back he . . 
rae aul Colune. BGce SA We Harbor Lights ......ccssccsccesacce occccccccccoccee Marlo 
diana Roof Ballroom, following two Cree ih O WED occ bcc dec ccecsseesess sceoecesoeces seer 
ad ite — nm : + Ma = thet Nee Pace Teft in My Heart Chanira 
WweeKs DY Lalli (VeaCull) ivkovic, VUL WME AVOSS wsEil IM way FaCGr ew we een eeesces eee eee eeeees TUDITS 
. *pD}! oe " “0 , . 
made way for a one-nighter by Joe Blossoms on Broadway .......+. eeeeee teeeeeeeeeees Famous 
Sande rE 3 rew on Sunday *Roses in December Si nbeeneeeeseeesseae MERI 
nders at s crew ay 
SOOESIS SS Be. Cree : *T Still Love to Kiss You Goodnite......... ouesneeeeene 
(28). Barney Rapp and band also to Te ite tie Test THis © 0.is cas ececees sane ee eas .- Crawford 
be set into Roof by Tom Devine, es ORY BIOMOTIOS 66 6 ecccctetcsseecadee een ossecsce  OmeITO 
manager, for a one-nighter soon. Remember SS PCE Pe ere yur re rrr eer ‘ ... Witmark 
Hal Bailey, who’s combined the *Rosalic .-.Chappell 
‘h of runnir place and acting MRSS oe J Nose ee alba Ghee ee eee CREE EN Remick 
1d it Falls City Casino fo *Nice Work If You Can G It —vTrrre rire eee Chappell | 
ve fou " las given p | When the Organ Played O Promise “Me were ere ere Joe Morris i 
> n ve inte he Cha In ree . i 
lease and went into the Chez Paree * Indicates filmusical song. _+ Indicates stage production song 
: OWN Dast it nitery last Mor The others are pops. | 
la (29 Ba s lo ng fo " i 
10W wn place f Oo for 
ening b ( tmas a Ne\ Frankie Carle, on and off as ke 
Years boarder for Mal Hallett, off aga 
Charlie Payne. long a‘trombonist ruh own band. 
at WLW in Cincy with Armco band 
and Phil Decis. band. ig back in In- ve 
dianapoli playing with the In-}{ 
dianapolis S) mphony for the winter “HEAR! ! “HEAR! : 
season He organizing a 12-piece 


dance outfit, and will/reportedly take eine 
over Hal Bailey's ledse on Falls City Seattle. No 30 
ato 7 1A That radio and wax music will 
t ‘rry still at (¢ ypool Atrium : cos 
( ° ‘ ‘ : : wi li , ’ ane the place of live talent S he 
ite tn U! oO \ te qgance 
‘ . ; f he aver! wners of his 
band in Indianapolis Two large dict of the tavern owne: eee » 
fat } Col af . Endias county to the musicians who have 
; DS SL.e yumMmbDia anc ndadiana- 
= cretia: demanded more money on _ their 
polis Athletic, have dining room andj —\.., ore : a 
er -— shifts in the beer palaces. Charles 
dance bands, both repeaters from jer? rosgs.* 
. . re A. Moran, president of ti.2 Washing- 
last and other seasons. Former club t 
has Amos Otstot and his orchestra; | ‘°" Beverage Dispensers Assoc 
while latter h Louie Lowe and h tion, states musicians will be dropped 
VV iliit A LLC bichs 4VUul 4 MA i> ss 


after Dec. 6 as far as 
taverns were concerned. 


Threat of tavern owners of usin 


canned music did not prevent th 
live talent’from voting by a big ma- 
jority lem: increases ‘or 


t cing Count 
orchestra King County 








to demand wage increases ‘o! 
else.” Tavern owners are tallin 
? wax machines. 
= all 
. 7 
| CIO Music Wedge | 
| 
MERGER (Continued from page 47) 


— the Paramount Ballroom and claims 
He declares 
in all. Although 
like himself, he averred, 


345 paid-up members. 
> has 1,200 signed 


some 


Charles 
dated 


Green, head of Ci 
Radio Artists, Inc., is back on 


ser path. This t in- 


yns oli- 


quit 
the mer me it 


= the AF of M because of dissatisfac- 
volves the resurrecting of an old|, ott} aca TRIE 
fhe tal Reckwell.triteets. tat tion with policies, most members 
4, taku 8 vocKWell- DOE ts NC., | were previously independents. ‘We're 
out of its lone \ Osition, reen ‘ 
sop . - a “6 ' nm. M“Feen | organizing the unorganized,’ he told 
wi ike lave the tw *gani- r ona 
would like to have ( » organ VARIETY. 
zations exchange stock and whittle | ; ; 
down their operations to single of-! Tip-off on the Progressive’s ac- 
fices: in New York, Chicago and tivities came unexpectedly to all 
Hollywood concerned when Harry Rose, assist- 
As far as Thomas J. Rockwell and| @™t manager of the Lexington 
F. C. (Corky) O'Keefe are con- Casino, which is being picketed by 
cerned, the proposal hasn’t gone be- | the AF of M, announced publicly he 
yond the listening stage. If Green’s | had signed with the CIO at a lower 
ambition were to materialize there | Scale. 
would be but two major band book- Brown immediately denied that 
| ing organizations left in the field,}| any contract at all had been made 
| the other being the Music Corp. of | with the Lexington, although he ad- 
} : . i= 
America. | mitted there were negotiations. He 
ee eee — | said binders had been made with 
| other spots, but refused to name 
'BESTOR OUT OF JAIL them. Lexington stuck to its guns 


declaring absolutely it does 
contract with Brown's 


have a 
organization 


| IN EX-WIFE TANGLE 


There has been picketing at the 
| ~ Lexington for about four months. It 
Chicago. Nov. 30. was formerly operated by John 

Release from Kankakee jail was Magee, who now runs Club 15. He 
obtained last Tuesday (23) by Don | leased it, less than a month ago, to 
3estor by turning over ‘nsurance a Walter Hahn, in whose name the 
policies with a cash value of $30,000 | b00Ze license is also held. Hahn. 
to his former wife, Mrs, Hattie | however, is believed to represent 
Catton other interests. Magee was picketed 

Bestor had been arrested the Sun- | for several months, until early in 
day before at conclusion of Joliet | October when he came to terms with 


the union and installed an organized 
band in place of Roland Parker 
Orch, which had been in. 


When Hahn group took the place 


theatre engagement under a writ of 
ne exeat obtained by Mrs. Catton 
| who feared he might leave jurisdic- 
tion of court before he straightened 


out his domestic difficulties. over, union band was canned and 
—— Parker taken back. Union then re- 
Cincinnati, Nov. 30. sumed picketing. It is demanding 


| Don Bestor’s ‘bend popularity | C 


scale—$33 a man for a 6-hour day 
seemingly is not lessened by notori- 


with a contract. Pact with Progres- 


jety attending his incarceration for| sive is believed to call for about 
i two days last week in the county | $25. Spot is still being picketed. 

jail at Kankakee. He was freed too A. A. Tomei, prez of AF of M local 
late to join his band that night in| declared himself entirely unper- 
Vincennes, Ind., and joined it in! turbed by the revelation of the op- 
Cincy for opening Wednesday (24) | posish union, He decrecated Brown's 


or it »f tay -: ha Nather 1 . 
of an indef stay at the Netherland | membership figures. Many member: 


Plaza hotel’s swank Pavillon Cz ‘© of the group—including Brown—owe 
nitery. back dues and fines to the AF of M. 

Bestor had a long run at the’ he said, which is one of the reason 
Netherlar id late last season, setting for formation of the new organiza- 


up a big following, tion 





Here Are The Songs 
You’ll Hear! 


McHugh and Adamson’s 
Smash Score for Buddy De 
Syiva’s New Universal 
Filmusical, 


“Merry-Go-Round of 1938’ 


MORE POWER TO YOU 
YOU'RE MY DISH 
I'M IN MY GLORY 


xk * 


“POP” CLICKEROOS— 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


Topping the Toppers 


DON’T CRY, SWEET- 
HEART, DON’T CRY 


Ted Fiorito’s 
Great New Ballad 


YOU SHOWED ME 
THE WAY 


A Proven Hit That’s Gather- 
ing Momentum 


MILLER Music. Inc. 


1270 Sixth Avenue * New York: 


HODeNUHEPRUUE En aenonnenT " seeneeree 
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RED STAR Presents 


HARLEM 
ON THE PRAIRIE 


and 


ROMANCE 
IN THE RAIN 


from 
The Motion Picture 


HARLEM ON THE PRAIRIE 
* 


Our New Novelty Fox-Trot 


DID YOU KNOW 
NOAH 


RED STAR SONGS, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 





THERE’S A 


By NICK and CHARLES KENNY 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc , 


799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK ° 








From RKO-Radio's ‘‘Life of the Party" 


GOLD MINE IN THE SKY | ROSES IN DECEMBE 


By GEORGE JESSEL, HERB MAGIDSON and BEN OAKLAND 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. 


Mer. 
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Test Case Precedent Set by Judge 
Dismissing Agent's Commish Suit 


Although the sum involved in this 
test suit is small, Judge John 
©’Rourke’s decision, dismissing the 
complaint of Robert Earle, Chicago 
agent, against Burton Pierce, dancer, 
js of importance in agent-talent re- 
lations. Pierce, until recently, was 
with Horace Heidt’s organization. In 
substance, the Court ruled 
while the contract provided for the 
personal management of the de- 
fendant, its main feature was to ob- 
iain theatrical engagements for the 
defendant, from which the plaintiff 
and defendant would jointly benefit 
financially, 
management 
thereto. 


was a minor incident 


Upon this ground Pierce won his 
case. Because it was the dancer’s 
defense that Earle had no agent’s 
license, as necessitated under the 
Jaws of New York, Illinois (and also 
California, incidentally), hence the 
Chi agent’s claim that his was pri- 
marily a managerial contract, and 
not an agent's ,didn’t hold up under 
Court ruling. 

Earle, associated with the William 
Jacobs-Guy Perkins agency in Chi, 
‘discovered’ Pierce at an amateur 
contest at the Hotel Drake, Chi, 
which is how Heidt employed Pierce. 
Earle signed Pierce for a term of 
years, from Sept. 3, 1936, whereby 
he got 20° managerial commish on 
salary from $100-150 and graduated 
up to 3331/3 when Pierce's salary 
exceeded $400 a week. The dancer 
is now in the latter brackets, since 
signing to open with the new Georgie 


‘that | 


+ 





Petrillo Seeks Boost 


ieoaon Naw 29 
W444R UR, ANUV. UUs 


Chicago Federation of Musicians, 





and that the personal | 


| time. 


recently met with the executives of 
RKO, Balaban & Katz and Jones, 
|Linick & Schaefer to discuss the 


salary wrangle 


confronting mu- 
sicians in vaude theatres. 
Musicians are now on a six-day 


week, but since the niteries are 


| 
James C. Petrillo, chief of the 


ONE NIGHT VAUDE TEST 


Rochester Puts in Lecal Preduction 
to See Result 





Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

RKO Palace theatre tried one- 
|night 45-minute show by Gladys 
| Bliss Dancers, local, as test for vaude 
| demand. Ken Sparnon, guest baton 
wielder there five years ago and new 
program director for 
turned as conductor of 10-piece ork. 

Augmented by Connie Gange and 
Claude Voorheis, singers. 





| 
| 


WAGE SCALE OK 
TO COAST AFA. 








paying seven days pay for six days} 


work, Petrillo is seeking to obtain 
the same for theatres. 
however, state that vaude_ spots 
could not afford the additional tariff 
now. 


Karl Schaefer May 
Split Away from Gay 
Blades Ice Partner 


Gay Blades troupe, which is cur- 
rently on extensive tour, will wind 
up its swing around the country and 
Canada on Jan, 15 in Baltimore. It 
is understood that Karl Schaefer, 
whose contract is up in January, will 
part from Maribel Vinson at that 
Reliably stated that Schaefer 
wishes to team up with another 


| partner, but that Miss Vinson doesn't 


Hale revue at the Dorchester hotel, | 


London, for whence he sailed a fort- 
night ago. 

The present $1,000 claim by Earle 
was only for a small portion of 


claimed commissions accruing, in or- 


der to get a quick trial. 

Pierce's attorney, Charles S. Rosen- 
schein, of Julian T. Abeles’ office, 
argued, however, that where the 
managerial services of an agent are 
incidental to the purpose of getting 
employment for acts, 
becomes the prime relation, and ac- 
cordingly, the ‘manager’ must also 
be properly licensed to conduct his 
business as an agent. 

Judge O'Rourke conceded that 
Earle advanced certain small sums 
to Pierce; that -Earle actually did 


know anything about this as yet. 
Schaefer is reported to have dis- 
cussed the matter of teaming up with 
several European skaters presently 
in this country, possibly intending to 
go abroad with a troupe. 


Gay Blades itinerary 


| Pittsburgh this week, Chicago, Dec. 


5-7; St. Louis, Dec. 9-11; Winnipeg, 
Dec. 13-14; Cleveland, Dec. 18-20; 
Windsor, Dec. 21-22, after which the 


|troupe lays off for a week. Windup 


the agenting | 


try to further Pierce: and that Mrs. | 


Earle, herself a seasoned trouper, 
even went so far as to tutor the 
novice Pierce, when he deserted the 


am ranks for professional engage- | 


ments. But the Court concluded 


that ‘it was clearly evident to me} ; 
'7 inches 


that the intention of the parties from 
the beginning was to have the plain- 


is in Balto, Jan. 15, after which they 
may tour Europe or the West. Fran- 
cis T. Hunter and Bill O’Brien of the 
Ice Carnival, Inc., are managing Gay 
Blades. 


YOUNG GIANT'S P. A. 
AT ST. LOO AUTO SHOW 


St. Louis, Nov. 30. 
Robert Wadlow, 19-year-old Alton, 
Ill., youth, whose altitude of 8 feet, 
makes him the. tallest 


|/human known to medical science, 


tiff seek employment for the defend- | 


ant, and that the management was 


only incidental thereto.’ Earle, hav- | 


ing no 
missed. 
plaintiff. 

Since leaving Earle, Pierce is now 
booked by Music Corp. of America 
which also handles Heidt and which 


spotted the dancer into the London 
cabaret. 


MAGI GROUP SLATES 
PROSKAUER VERDICT 


lieense, comnvlaint was 
Wilzin & Halperin for the 





Hearings by a committee of the | 
Society of American Magicians were | 


held last week 
Julien J. 


(23). in the case of 
Proskaver, 


the N. Y. (Parent) Assembly, who | 
has been charged with unethical 


conduct by members of the Los An- 
geles unit. The charges, made on 
behalf of the Coast group by Bar- 
kann Rosinoff in N. Y., principally 
grow out of Proskauer’s dual ca- 
pacity as president of the N. Y. 
branch and his heading of Stunts, 
Inc., an advertising outfit. 

Findings of the hearing commit- 
tee, headed by Gerald L. Kaufman, 
have been sealed and will be re- 
ported to the executive committee 
Saturday (4). 





Two San Antonio Cafes 


Closed in Liquor Drive 

San Antonio, Nov. 30. 
Two more night spots were closed 
because of alléged liquor violations 
here when Bohn Hilliard, head of 
the Liquor Control Board, padlocked 


the Turf Bar and the Playhouse Cafe. | 


Hilliard warned that other places 
will be forced to close if they con- 
Unued to serve mixed drinks. 


dis- | 


| Louis 


grabbed off $150 for six appearances 
at the St. Louis Auto Show last 
week. Wadlow studies law at the 
Washington U here and makes p.a.s 
whenever the coin is heavy enough. 
He was the only extra added attrac- 
tion at the motor show. 

Two years ago the execs of the St. 
Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 
found that name bands and artists, 


|demanding big dough, didn’t mean 


'much as drawing power for, after | 


president of 


all, visitors wanted to inspect cars. 
Mowever, in the Wadlow case, they 
Jecided lots of natives here who 
have read so much about the Alton 
youth would shell out four bits to see 
| him in the flesh. 


includes | 


Theatre men, | 


Los Angeles, Nov. 34 
| Wage scale and working conditigns 
| for vaude, night club, *afe and y- 
dred spots have been adopied by Ls 
Angeles chapter, American heme 8 
tion of Actors, with preliminapy 
steps laid to enforce a ‘closed Shtp’ 
|for the territory. Sophie Tucker 
presided at meeting. 

New scale applies to performers 
working within radius of 100 miles of 
,os Angeles. It goes into immediate 
effect. 


| Officers of the branch are Ralph 
Frazier, representative; Jack  B. 
| Milles, secretary; Rex Faulkner, 


| treasurer; Norma Taynton, recording 
secretary; George Moran, Patrice 
Brooks, William Raymond, William 
Borzage and Patsy Darr, advisory 
board. 

| Branch includes 700 members. 


Magi’s Suit for 506 


| Tn Camels’ ‘Expose’ 


| Awaits Court Ruling 


| Decision in the $50,000 damage suit | 


|brought by Horace Goldin, magi, 
|against the Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
| was reserved by U. S. District Court 
| Judge Vincent Leibell on Monday 
Goldin alleges that exposure 
of the illusion, sawing a woman in 
two, in Camel ads, competed unfair- 
|ly with his performance of the illu- 
;Ss10n. 


(29). 


Goldin was represented by Jacob 
iL. Steise]l. Defense witnesses were 
Frank Ducrot and Walter Gibson. 
| Ducrot testified that Goldin was 
| the creator of the illusion and per- 
|formed it in 1911. Gibson, who is 
leditor of Shadow mag, said it was 
| not the same illusion exposed in his 
| book, which defense contended. De- 
| tense stated that since the material 
| was patented its description could be 
published. 

Ad in question ran several years 
ago in Camel series, ‘It’s Fun To Be 
| Fooled, But More Fun To Know.’ 


Ruth Etting Gets Decree 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Ruth Eitting, granted a_ divorce 
here today ‘Tuesday ), from Col. Moe 
Snyder, left 
Coast to 
holdings. 





dispose of her property 


She leaves end December for a 
six-month world cruise. 


WSAY, re--! 


immediately for the| 











Billy Rose Too Tough on His Terms, 
Geo. White Says Nix, French Casino 
Reorg-Reopening Still 


== 


Under Way 





Sherman’s 2 Vaudfilmers 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 
Eddie Sherman, Philly and N. Y. 


indie vaude booker, has leased Favy’s 
theatre here and Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, vaudfilm houses. He had been 


booking both spot: 

Sher'man’s lease for Steel Pier run 
until Easter. It will be 
weekfnds only, with vaude and pix 


open on 


Ballgoom will also be opened with 
tandard band 
and a big name outfit on holidays. 
First show under new 
went on Sunday (28). 


through the season 


management 


‘Stanley, Pitt, Now 
Pretty Well Set On 
Its Shows, Into 738 


| 
| Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
} 
| 


te 


Tense booking situation in flesh at 
Stanley, WB deluxer, has eased up 


again, with house now set to con- 


tinue stage show policy for several 
|} more weeks sans hitch. Illness of 
Little Jack Little had site without 


a band for Friday (3), but last-min- 
ute okay will bring in Herbie Kaye 
outfit to share honors with Tom 
Howard and George Shelton, radio 
comics. 

For week of Dec. 10 Stanley gets 
Henry Busse outfit and will 
in some extra acts to bolster bill, 
among them Boy Foy. New Year’s 
week headliners are Mary Dees and 
Monte Blue, with negotiations on 
with Three Stooges for their second 
engagement here within four months. 
Hal Kemp and Ted Weems already 
set for January and so is Wayne 





his date back again a month or two 
House has had a contract with King 
now for two years, but so far it re- 
mains unfilled. 

Harry Kalmine, WB zone manager, 
trying to land a film name for Xmas 
week, but so far hasn't been able to 
get anybody. 





B’KLYN STRAND MULLS 
VAUDFILM BOOKINGS 


Vaudeville, once before considered 
for the Strand, Brooklyn, is again a 
possibility for that unit in the Si 
Fabian operating pool in downtown 
B’klyn. 

House booked in a Major Bowes’ 
unit Thanksgiving Day (25) for the 








ing the results. The stage show was 
played together with the usual two 
pictures but if vaude should be de- 
|cided upon for the house it is im- 
probable that dual bills would go 
| with it. 

Strand never has used stage shows 
but the Par and Fox, also under Fa- 
bian operation, both have in the past. 
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To Be Published Late in December 
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pencil | 


King, although latter is trying to set 


one day only with a view to weigh- | 








| Billy Rose is being dickered for 
by Bob Golastein to put his ‘Show 
of Shows’ into the French Casino, 
N. Y., which folded suddenly last 
week, when and if the Goldstein syn- 
dicate direction of the 
Rose, however, is 
on terms, 


assumes 
nitery too tough 
demanding the first twe 
and the last two weeks’ funds put uy 
n escrow, for protection, and Gold- 
tein counters that if they don't get 
Rose it'll be somebody else. 

George White, imilarly, denied 
that he could undertake producins 
how for the French Casino, in view 
of his present film commitments to 
Columbia. White returned to Holly- 
wood yesterday (Tuesday ). 

Matter of financing the French Ca- 

no, when it reopens under direction 
of Goldstein, Monte Proser, Nat Har- 
ris, et al., is also up in the air. Joe 
Moskowitz, 20ih Century-Fox film 
executive, denies he’s bankrolling: 

ays he has his hands full with his 
film chores, Julie Podell, impresario 
of the Kit Kat Club; Donald Flamm, 
owner of WMCA; Abe Lyman, whose 
band is slated to go into the spot, 
along with Abraham Ellis, the coat- 
room concessionaire at the F. C., are 
mentioned putting up part of the 
coin for the new venture. 
Yankee Billing? 

Friends of Goldstein, Lyman and 
Proser have suggested it be redubbed 
the American Casino, if the idea is to 
fet away from Frenchy shows, now 
that the International Casino on 
3roadway seems to have a corner on 
that market. 
| Meantime, David J. Vorhaus, of 
| House, Grossman, Vorhaus & Hem- 
ley, N. Y., attorneys for Clifford C, 
Fischer, who was. ousted by L. F. 
Blumenthal-Jack Shapiro-Charles 
Haring syndicate from the F. C., is 
|}en route back to America after con- 
|ferences with Fischer. He had sailed 
to set terms for the London Casino 
engagement of Fischer’s new shew. 
Allen Deutsch, who is Fischer's per- 
sonal rep in America, and his power- 
of-attorney, is awaiting Vorhaus’ ad- 
vent before deciding what legal ac- 
tion Fischer may take since his 
ouster, 

Some $160,000 is the red ink repre- 
|sented by the fold of the French 
| Casino. 

Meantime, Henry Lartigue, 
Fischer’s general manager in New 
York—he was director-general of the 
F. C. until the fold-up—is likewise 
slated to-sail back on the Normandie 
| Dec. 8, two days after Attorney Vor- 
haus arrives on the same boat. 

Fischer’s future plans for New 
York depend on these legal huddles. 
(Continued on page 51) 


3 MORE N. Y. NITERIES 
SIGN UP WITH AFA 


Three more spots were signed this 
week by the American Federation of 
Actors in its drive to organize N, Y. 
niteries. Places signatured to agree- 
included Bertolotti’s (Green- 
wich Village), the Yumuri and the 
Havana-Madrid, Agreements cov- 
ered the usual minimum wage and 
working condition requirements. 

New signers brought the list of 
spots organized up to 24. Harry 
Calkins, AFA exec, is dickering with 
several more who are expected to 
sign shortly. 


Dancer Kilied in Crash 


St. Louis, Nev. 30 
Eugenia Pavlick, 19, 
who has played many local 
night spots, was killed last 
automobile in 


—— 


ments 


Di rothy 
dancer 
week 
which she 
crashed 


when an 
was a_ passenger, 
parked truck. 
Miss Pavlick was accompanied by 
Lloyd Hill, 23, driver of the car. and 
was on her way home from a dance, 
Hil! suffered slight injuries and was 
relecsed on_ bond, 
wreckless driving, 


into 2 


charged with 


PERT KELTON ASKS RELEASE 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 
After doing only two shows on 
opening night at Hi-Hat here, Pert 
Kelton asked to be released from her 
contract, 
Claimed she didn't fit the spot. 
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Two 
Artists Association have filed suit 
against Tom Phillips, prez, asking | 
_dissolution of group. and accounting | 
of its funds. 

Action, brought in N. Y. supreme | 
‘eourt by Murray Briscoe, v.p. of 
BAA, and Sam Raynor, climaxes a 
week of strikes, battles between vari- 
ous unions interested and the closing 
xf two more so-called revue theatres. | 

First legal step in the footballed 
burley situation will be topped off 
with further interunion action Fri- 
day (3) when the American Federa- 
tion of Actors files its counter com- 
plaints with the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America against the 
BAA and Chorus Equity. In the | 
first instance, AFA also seeks disso- | 
lution of BAA and restoration of the | 
latter’s charter to the AFA, on 
grounds of split jurisdiction. AFA 
also wants say over all chorus 
workers. | 

AFA claims that dirty work on 
the part of operators of the Apollo 


forced the strike that was called 
there late Saturday (27) night, 
speeding intended closing. 


Strike reached startling propor- 
tions when the cast was locked in the 
theatre for two hours. Chorus was 
willing to work, but AFA refused to 
let its members perform. Police were 
called, house was reopened, patrons 
were refunded their money when no 
complete show could be arranged. 


RADIO BUREAUS SEEN 
AS THREAT BY AGENTS 


Entertainment Managers Associa- 
tion and other club bookers see a 
threat to their social and club book- 
ings with the invasion of radio sta- 
tion artists bureaus into the field. 
Apprehension is greatest regarding | 
use of name acts and radio plugging | 
of such service. 

Many stations list non radio ‘small’ | 
acts in their respective personnel | 
setups but EMA sees no big edge 
here since it is convinced that radio 
stations do not know inner opera- 
tions and technique for arranging 
regular club shows. 


Recent loss of a two-year-old ac- | 
count with Sobol Bros., gas stations, 
by Will Green, indie booker, illus- 
trates thé beef. Green offered a. 
show for $1,000 comprised of Irving 
Aaronson’s band and a_ vocalist, | 
Henny Youngman, 
Harry Rose 
Belle Baker 
expended ), 





(not m.c.), 


Dorothy Casey, Stone 


and Victor, Lewis and Ames, Vera. 


Stewart and the Crackerjacks. Op- 


position offered by Station WHN was | 


Eddie Lambert, Diamond Broas., Cali- 


fornia Revels, Peggy Hanlon, Baby | 


Rose Marie and Aarenson’s band, for 
$700. 


Ycst-Shuberts Must Pay 
Tracey $2,800 Commish 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 





Windup in sight for long drawn | 


aut suit of Frank Tracey versus Ben 
Yost and the Shuberts’ Select Op- 
erating Co. 
alle edly due Tracey for 
Yost's Varsity Eight in Chi 
feld Follies’ engagement. 


setting 
‘Zieg- 


of $3,000 was awarded Tracey against | 


S:'ect Operating last week. 

Tracey, formerly exclusive man- 
ager for Yost and at present with 
Fox-Midwest theatres as manager of 
the Kansas City Tower, was repre- 
sented by Henry A. Kalcheim, who 
previously had obtained judgment 
avainst Yost, and also served gar- 
nishee writs on Abe Cohen, Shubert 
manager, and William Quintmeyver, 
Yost manager, in order to get pres- 
ent judgment. 


Balto Hipp’s ‘Foilies’ 


Ted Routson, general manager for | 
Izzy Rappaport, Baltimore independ- | 


ent, is in New York making prepa- 
rations for a local ‘Baltimore Follies.’ 
Show will play the Hippodrome 
there and will be the first of its kind 


for that house, Loew's in former 
years having put on local talent 
units. 


Opens Dec, 17 in tie-up with the 
News-Post, , 


Dissolution of Burlesque Artists 
Ass'n Asked in Suit by Actors 


——————, + 


members of the Burlesque | Mass. Solons to Clarify 


Terry Parker, | 
Jerry or | 
{depending on deugh | 


for $2,800 commissions | 


Judgment 





Old Entertainment Curb | 


Boston, Nov. 30. | 

A 1692 blue law, which hushes all 
entertainment here on Sunday and | 
calls for a midnight ban during the | 
week, will be brought before the | 
forthcoming legislature session for | 
clarification. The law was unearthed | 
recently. 

Pending clarification of the Puri- 
tan law, local authorities will grant 
licenses for music on Sundays ‘if the | 
entertainment to be previded com- 
plies with the law.’ 


Kosinski Trial Hits 
Juror Deadiock In 
Cleve. Gun Slaying 


Cleveland, Nov. 30. 





Murder trial of John Kosinski, | 
former bandmaster here, was 
stymied last Wednesday (24) when | 


a deadlocked jury was discharged. | 
Eight women and four male jurors 
argued eight hours but couldn't de- 
cide whether or not he was guilty | 
of killing Anthony Bublo, bank | 
guard. 

Kosinski is charged with the slay- | 
ing, which occurred while he al-| 


|legedly was fleeing from a $150 
meat market hold-up on Jan. 12, 
1924. | 

Three witnesses, including his sis- | 
ter. Mary Hartman, of Miami, Fia., 
said they couldn’t remember de- 
tails formerly given Kosinski’s | 
cousin, Joseph Guss, Newark, N. Y.. | 
the state’s chicf witmess. He said 


he had heard bandmaster confessing | 
to sister that he was im shooting | 
match. Walter Frederick, victim of | 
robbery, stated he could not iden- 
tify Kosinski as the gunman. 
Kosinski denied charges, Saying | 
he went to N. Y. to form a band | 
two months before the fatal heldup. | 
Two Broadway musicians brought 
here backed his alibi. | 
A licensed aviator, besides being | 
an accordion, banjo and guitar | 
player, Kosinski got title of ‘flying | 
maestro’ by toting his outfit around | 
in plane. He used the name of | 
Fred Guss with the band. Defense | 
attorneys pictured him as man with | 
‘music and not murder in his heart.’ | 





Burlesque Review 
SHUBERT, PHILLY 


| Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 


Max Wilner opened Shubert's sea- 
ison here coupla months ago with 
zenerous quantities of sapolio ap- 
plied to both femme numbers and 
;comedy. Scrubbing is still netieeable 
|in peelers and showgals, but the 





© 15 YEARS ACO ¢ 


(From Vaewrr aad Clipper) 








Jesse L. Lasky told the Para- 
mount conventioneers that the com- 
pany intended to spend $10,000 on 
pictures in the next six months. 





Announced that Hays office would 


|} open a Coast branch to censor pix 


at their source. Took some 13 years 


to make it stick. 





Colonial offered a novelty in the 
shape of a mechanical piano accom- 
panied by a motion picture of the 
player. Perfect synchronization gave 
an uncanny effect in those pre-talker 


| days. 


Clara Morton came back into the 
Four Mortons act, replacing Martha. 
At the Colonial, N. Y. 


Marcus Loew was fighting Mary 
Pickford’s latest, ‘Tess of the Storm 
Country,’ with a 12 year old film by 
the same star. Could not come to 
terms on the new release. Proved 
to be real comedy. 





Shuberts dropped units fer straight 
vaude at the Garrick, Chi. Nora 
Bayes and the Hannefords topped 


| the opening bill. 


Dooley and Sales were sharing the 
Frisco Orpheum tops with Thomp- 
son, who cured aches by pressing 
upon the right nerves. 


i his turn over. 


Keith office was deducting 8% 
from salaries of all aliens by order 
of Income Tax bureau. 


Joe LeBlang offered to stand all 
the expense of trying out a central 
ticket office for all theatres., Pat- 
terned after the railroad conselidated 
offices. 








Robert Warwick dropped out of a 
Brady play when it took to the road. 
Claimed he could not live on a mere 
$750 on the road. 


Trianon dance hall, Chi, startled 


| with the announcement it would pay 


$3,000 a week for Ray Bargy’s orch. 





Ben Bernie passed up a third week 
at the N. Y. Palace. Said it was too 
tough to frame a new routine each 
week. ‘layed the Alhmabra. Now 
does one on the radio weekly. 





Shuberts planning to sell stock in 
its unit shows to the public. 





Keith office put a limit of two 
weeks On acts at the Palace. Felt 
longer runs were hurting out of 
town houses. Sometimes hurt the 
N. Y. biz, too. 





Hagenbeck-Wallace circus playing 
indoors under auspices. Doing s0 
well it was planned to work for aus- 
pices for summer dates, as well. Did 





| house recently seems to have thrown 
{the brush away before it got to the 
comics. 


Although there was no mention 
here of a burley purge similar to 


New York's, Wilner probably was 
afraid that idea might spread. But 


paving no attention to burley, things 
|are slipping back. 
Comic line-up last week included 


Rags Ragland, Sam Raynor, Murray | 


Briscoe, Joe Black and Bert Grant. 
All start off bright and clean skits, 
‘but progress more into double-talk 
{as show goes on. It all gets plenty of 


| gagging here. 
Ultra-blue talk goes in other 
| Philly burley palaces, but the Shu- 
| bert, within 50 yards of Academy of 

Music, makes a play for femme trade. 
| Present stuff isn’t going to bring it 
in. On the other hand the clean skits 
|have much original material, are 
well thought out and neatly pro- 
duced. Raynor and Briscoe’s jail 
scene is an example of clean num- 
bers that drew laughs. Comics are 
all capable vets. Honorable mention 
goes to Bert Grant who drew a salvo 
purely on dramatic ability in his 
| Niagara Falls bit. 

Ann Corio heads up the other end 
of burley combo. She seems really 
to be Philly’s sweetheart, with four 
already to her credit this 
“eason and the end not yet in sight. 
Was good for more than. three 
months last year. Her routine is 
}pretty much standard, although 
more refined this turn. She's 
| the master at getting laffs out of her 


weeks 


jantics with front-row baldies. Is | 
}aided in second appearance with 
|nice production work. She makes 


| get-away after the doffing by being 
;pulled into the proscenium on a 
silvery crescent moon. 

Nazarro Hallo provides enly other 
peel, and like Corio’s it’s minus 


‘ 


still | 


$48,000 in Milwaukee, which was 28 
| grand over the nut. 

N. Y. musical union declared 
‘Hamlet’ to be a musical comedy and 
|musicians got $57 instead of 


sible for the classification, 


| Industry Drop Closes 
| Eastern Ohio Burleys 


Canton, Nev. 30. 
With the closing of the Grand 





two months, eastern Ohio, once a 
| fertile field for this type of stage 
entertainment, is without burlesque 
for the first time in several vears. 

Recession in steel and rubber, ma- 
jor industries in this area, which has 
resulted in increased unemployment, 
is blamed for the closing of several 
| burly houses. 





}bump and grind though satisfying. 
| Rest of femme side taken care of by 
}12 showgirls and eight ponies. All 
|nicely costumed and fair enuff look- 
lers. Routines simple, but okay. 

| In defense to what censors might 


mountainlike control artist, who gets 
good laughs. 





do, showgals remain still when ex- 
hibiting bare bosom. All nice pro- |} 
duction numbers by Allen Gilbert. | 
There’s a minimum of bump and 
grind here. Finishing off the show 
are Jack Morrison, who does nifty 
imitations, and Carrie Finnell, 





Mpls. Famines for Flesh 


————3 


Fried! Unable to Line Up Suitable Stage Shows for 
Orpheum 


,S 





‘VELOZ-YOLANDA WIN 


H 





Frank and Yolanda Veloz, profes- 
sionally the dance team of Veioz and 
| Yolanda, yesterday (Tuesday) won a 
| dismissal of the $100,000 libel suit 
| brought by Kathryn Kuhn, stylist, 
| based on an article published in 1935 
| in the Chicage Tribune. Appellate 
| division of N. Y. supreme court re- 
| versed a ruling by Justice Salvatore 
| Cotillo who refused to dismiss the 
| suit last May on insufficient grounds. 
| Miss Kuhn complained that her 
} . , 
rep had been damaged ‘maliciously 
in the newspaper article which cred- 
| ited Yolanda with designing her 
/own gowns. Plaintiff claimed that 
| for over seven years she has traveled 

with the dance team for the sole 
| purpese of originating costumes for 
| Miss Veloz for appearances on the 
stage and in motion pictures. 








In reversing the lower court the 
| appellate term granted Miss Kuhn 
| 2A days to file an amended com- 
piaint. 


Glib talk put | 


Theatre Authority To 
Attempt Organization 
Of Chi Mayor’s Benefit 


Alan Corelli, executive secretary 
of the Theatre Authority of N. Y., 


Chicago Dec. 5 for the first invasion 
of that sector in the national drive 
to corral the benefit chiz. It will be 
the initial move out of N. Y. 


Corelli will attempt to sink his 
teeth in the forthcoming Mayor 
Kelly benefit, annual affair, pre- 
viously check-free. In knocking off 
a benefit of that size T. A. sees an 
ideal wedge into the Chicago area. 

Although still waiting action on 
part of several talent unions, such as 
|the American Federation of Musi- 
| cians, Ameriean Federation of Radio 
| Artists, ete., Corelli has been given 
the green light to use their weight 
along with that of Equity, the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, etc., which 
are already part of the T.A., to aid 
him. 

Action will come as a setback to 
the benefit committee, which has op- 
erated uninterrupted up until pres- 
ent time. Affair is skedded for Dec. 
15, by which time with aid of AFA, 
Actors Equity, et al., it is hoped that 
the T.A. will share in the take for 
the benefit of affiliated charities. 


HALL, CLARK, HYDE SET 
AT N.Y. PAR, DEC. 8 WK. 


George Hall orchestra. Buddy 
| Clark and the Herman Hyde Co. go 
|}into the Paramount (N. Y.) Dec. 8 
|for one week, coupled with Par’s 
i"Thrill of a Lifetime.’ It 
| Hall’s second trip into the Par pit 
since the inauguration of the band 
policy. Dolly Dawn, vocalist with 
|Hall at the Taft hotel, N. Y., also 











$45. | 
! . 

| Number of musical numbers respon- | 
since apparently the muny dads are | 


'chuckles, but so does the pure-white | Opera House here, where stock bur- | Sét. 
lesque held the boards for the past | 


| Europe by Clifford Fischer for the 
recently shuttered French Casino. 


Couldn’t Take It, Eh? 


Atlanta, Nov. 30. 
Carnage and bursting bombs 
| proved a little too much for Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Skirvsky, of Shanghai, 
China, so they're comfortably es- 
conced here at home of girl’s parents 
for duration of Sino-Jap difficulties. 
Mrs. Skirvsky, nee Lulah Thompson, 





Marcus show here 
headed west and bound for Orient 
four vears ago. At Shanghai she ac- 
cepted an engagement as dancer in 
one of that city’s big hotels, where 
she met and married 
| portrait photographer. 


when it was 


Skirvsky, a 





Biz at house teed off fair this sea- | They decided t 7 ee 
son and then picked up considerably | \ jo), whet ' 9 quit Shanghai 
| with the appearance of Corio. Like | when an aerial bomb hit within 50] 
every other amusement enterprise yards of Skirvsky’s studio. That 
here, it’s now feeling effects of | started them on the 16.000-mile trek 
general biz decline. Herb. to Atlanta—and tranquility. 


LIBEL CASE DISMISSAL 


benefit clearing house, leaves for 
a - — titi record here still held up Eddy Duchin, 


| who did $8,100 last Labor Day. Be- 
| fore Waring got near the 30-grand 


{ 


will be | 


Hyde Co. was brought back from | 


Atlanta dancer, joined up with A. B. | 


vv 


‘Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 

| The shortage of stage attractions 
,is the most acute ever experienced 
here by the Minnesota Amus Co. 
(Publix), according to John J. Friedl, 
its general manager. Friedl is anx- 
,ious to book unit shows, bands or 
names into the local Orpheum, says 
he can’t get any. As a result, while 
ithe fall and winter season is com- 
paratively young, the loop film 
aouses haven’t a single flesh-and- 
| bleod offering in prospect. 

So far Friedl even hasn't been able 
to line up anything for New Year's 
week. Unless his efforts are more 
| availing, loop screen houses may be 
without a single stage attraction New 
| Year’s week for the first time in 
| local theatrical history. 


TED LEWIS $600 SHORT 
OF WARING B.0. IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30, 

Record-breaking grass. predicted 
for Ted Lewis and ‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ at Stanley last week was a 
little over-enthusiastic, and Fred 
| Waring’s mark of $29,800, run up 
| just the session before, still stands as 
house’s high for band shows. Lewis, 
getting Thanksgiving holiday at top 
| prices, was originally figured to hit 
around $32,000, but wound up $600 
short of the Waring figure. 

Although holiday produced stag- 
gering gross of $7,700, Lewis fell 
| way behind Waring first two days of 
week, and couldn’t catch up even 
with sock closing take. Single-day 





| mark Stanley high was held by Hor- 
| ace Heidt with around $27,500. 


Stanley takes recently have been 


| on an average bigger than at any 
time in house’s ll-year history, with 
| Management making every effort to 
|kkeep the name orchs coming, 


since 
units have censistently proved mean- 


| ingless here. Flesh prosperity at WB 
| deluxer dates back to launching of 


Loew-WB pooling agreement where- 
by Loew's Penn was to drop pres- 


entations for choice of screen prod- 
| uct, 


Cocktail Units Get 





Two-Menth Bookings 


Ann Richardson of CRA sold three 
|}eocktail units for two-month en- 
| gagements each for a total of $5,800. 
| Crews set are the Gentlemen of 
| Rhythm for St. Charles hotel, New 
| Orleans, Dec. 10 to be followed by 
| Four Aristocrats on Feb. 1 and Three 
| Vagabonds at El Rancho hotel, Gal- 
lup, N. M., Dec. 8. 








From Nitery to Met Op 


Georges Ballanchine, of the re- 
cently ehartered Ballanchine Ballet, 
has signed Cesar Tapia, Spanish 
terper at the Havana-Madrid, N. Y., 
for seven appearances at the Metro- 
| politan opera house. 

Opener will be in a _ ballet in 
‘Carmen’ Nov. 20. Dancer will 
| double into the nitery while at the 
Met. 





NOW IT’S MARY JOAN 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

Another of the Pittsburgh Bar- 
'netts is turning pro. She’s Mary 
; Joan, daughter of Luke, and sister 
| of Vince. 

Girl’s a hoofer and is joining two 
other femmes in a dance act called 
the Hollywood Sophisticates. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS., VAUDE 

| Indianapolis, Nov. 30. 

| Circle theatre joins Lyrie and 
| 





Keith’s as vaudfilm house Friday 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of December 5 


Parisian Plirets’—Hudson, Union Citys 
‘Legs and Laughter’—Howard, Boston, 
‘Moonlight Maids’—Troe, Philadelphia 
‘Night Owls Gayety, Washington. 
| ‘Scan Deths’-——Gayvety, Baltimore 
‘Pageant of Felly’—Capitol, Tolede, 
‘Merry Medels’'—Casino, Pittsburgh 
‘Babes With Charms’—Casino, Teronto. 
| ‘Jolies Begere’'—Embassy, Rechesier 
‘Stage Scandals'’—-Lyric Allentewn 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Wed. 
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Billy Rose’s Terms |, Nitery Reviews Palmer House, Chi 


(Continued from page 49) 


The Montmartre-on-Sroadway 
in the converted 52d street Iceland 
js the hottest thing pending. 

Ot great concern to the competi- 


way, 


etens out entirely from the Gallic | word-of-mouth was brutal, 


motif. Reason is obvious, as it would 
Jeave the International 100% in the 
foreign nitery field. 

George Olsen, partnered with Lou 
Brecker and Joe Moss in the BMO 
Corp., owners of the International, 
looks like he may have to stick at 
started 
week, 


International’s supper biz 
easing off for first time last 
although the- dinners are 





tive International Casino, on Broad- |; of the International is 
is whether the French Casino| on the worst possible breaks and the 


off sharply, Shapiro and Blumenthal! | 
| talked closing down right after 
idea | American Legion convention in mid- 


the 


September, and 


introducing a new 
show. The F. C., of course, beat 
in the IJ. C. by some weeks, Paradox 


that it ox . 
that it Zot off 


on 


Was 


sut 
its second try its impression 
much more favorable. 


CHI NITERIES' 


the International and not go on tour. ; 


capacity | 


and the spot’s $50,000 to $60,000 gross | 
is still playing havoc with many of | 


the other spots, 
Meantime, when and if the French 


Casino reopens for Xmas to get that | 


New Year's gravy, Nat Harris and 
Monte Proser are setting their per- 
sonnel. On the Sunday that the 
French Casino tolded suddenly, both 
knew it a couple of hours before- 
hand, and both o.o.d the then pres- 
ent personnel of captains and waiters, 
with a record made of whom to re- 
instate when resuming operations, 
Some 200 waiters were laid off. 
Company of performers numbered 
80, outside of the Joe Rines and Lou 
Breese bands. Rines got wind of it, 
somehow, ahead of schedule, and on 


ever,’ which made his co-maestro, 
Breese, look askance across the dance 


floor. That was Breese’s first inti- 
mation. The F. C. had been slow on 


the payoff to the bands, although the 
union protects the musikers, but in 
the finale the spot paid off in cash, 
although still owing from Wednes- 
day through Sunday. 
Beginning of the End 

Beginning of the end for the F. C. 
was the City of New York’s levy of 
a $14,929.53 judgment for sales tax 





0-DAY WK. IDEA 


hicago, Nov. 30 
A six-day operating week is con- 


templated by local nite clubs. 

S'nce the introduction of six-day 
week for orchvstras, off day for the 
name band in niteries has been a 
boxoffice bloomer. Niteries in name 
band category are ready to call it 
quits rather than find themselves 


playing to a handful of people on the | 


fillin night. 

Andrew Karzas has had this 
day policy in operation for a 
time at his two ballrooms, 
and Trianon, and has found it 


six- 
long 


suc- 


| cessful, 
his broadcast adlibbed ‘Goodbye For- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


arrears (2%) against the spot. A 
creditors’ meeting a month or so} 
prior thereto had agreed to a 


moratorium for a year. 

The banquet manager of the F. C. 
knew nothing of it, as he had that 
very day booked a big party for Dec. 
6. The night of the foldup saw a 
party of 600 in for the dinner show. 
These banquets are necessary for 
any spots. Supper biz, of course, had 
been very brutal and since that’s the 
gravy the F. C. was in bad way, 

It was through a negotiation to 
bring in Abe Lyman for supper 
dansants, to bolster after-theatre biz, 
that Bob Goldstein, erstwhile man- 
ager for Lyman, came onto the scene. 
That in itself was a trade paradox 
as Lyman and Goldstein's feud, after 
long years of prior association, was 
well known. 

The sudden closing 
break for the English and Austrian 
showgirls who were in majority, 
paradoxically enough, in this Frenchy 


was a tough 


revue. Closing Sunday and_ told 
they’d sail back Wednesday on the 


Normandie, or else they'd have to 
pay their own transportation other- 
wise, many who had counted on 
leisurely shopping and sight-seeing 
in N. Y. and vicinity, were in a 
panic of last-minute shopping. They 
were absorbed by Fischer into his 
new London Casino revue for Dec. 
22 premiere, and of course, paid off 


and guaranteed transportation by 
Fischer. 
There is talk also of the French 


Casino, nee Earl Carroll theatre, re- 
verting into a picture house if the 
nitery proposition doesn’t pan out. 
From a legit theatre it was com- 
pletely metamorphosed into a res- 
taurant-playhouse, 

Corporate name of the show pro- 
ductions is Paris in New York, Inc. 
The corp. operating the F. C. is XYZ 
Enterprises, Inc. Latter was peti- 
tioned into involuntary bankruptcy 
last week. But it doesn't apply in- 
dividually to Louis F. Blumenthal, 
Jack Shapiro and Charles W. Haring, 
owners. They are veteran builders 
and theatre operators, and will meet 
individually - guaranieed obligations 


| 


| 


| nitery. 





Six-day ruling, while in effect at 
all nite clubs, hasn't shown any in- 
jurious tendencies at the Class B and 
C spots which do not furnish name 
bands for dansapation. 


Official Hits Verdict 
Freeing Woman In 
Strip Dance Trial 


Paterson, N. J., Nov. 30. 
Flooding a net-gauzed peel artist 





|in blue light to make her appear 
nude may be legal, but it isn't 


cricket in the opinion of D. Fred- 
erick Burnett, commissioner of the 
New Jersey Alcohol Control Board. 

Burnett criticized borough council 
of Totawa for finding Mrs. Madeline 
Borsdorf not guilty of presenting 
immoral shows in her Elm Palms 
Commissioner also took all 
further disciplinary action against 
liquor licensees out of the council's 
hands. 

Defense introduced Mrs. Borsdorf's 
husband, Ernest, who operated spot- 
lights at the shows. He testified 


| he didn't know what kind of acts he 


was going to receive. He said gais 
didn’t completely disrobe, ‘that I 
wouldn't permit such a thing. Every 
performer wears a flesh-colored pair 
of panties and a G-string.’ 


He averred that he puta blue light | 


on the doffers ‘which has tendency 
to deceive the public and leave the 
impression the performer is in the 
nude.’ Borsdorf also testified that 


' for a number of years he was a vaude 


| 





in full, This includes a claim by 
Music Corp. of America for some} 
$6,000 against the spot for band| 


bookings, with notes signed by them 


individually. 
A similar arrangement, incidental- 


ly, which MCA ‘J. C. Stein) had | 
with the competitive International 


Casino represents a $15,000 advance. 
This amount is sccured by a first 
preferred note. A_ subsiantial 
on this has been paid off already. 

Last of the French Casino's 
€ditions (third year) was less lavish 


performer and ‘knew what could be 


done with lights.’ 

Another defense witness 
toastmaster at a dinner at the Palms 
on one of the nights complainea of. 
He testified he knew Miss Dabney 
wasn't nude, that there was a net- 
gauze over her skin, because the fel- 
low next to him had a fiv¥e-cell flash- 
light which he directed on her at the 
climax of her dance. ‘The smoke 
was so thick, you couldn't see any- 
way,’ he added. 

Mayor and chief of police testified 
in Mrs. Borsdorf’s behalf. 


Nadi-Wilde Readying 





Nitery Fencing Act 


Aldo Nadi, fencing champ 
Cornel Wilde, legit juve and runner- 
up in recent Olympic eliminations, 
are getting up a new type of dueling 
act with dagger and saber for nitery 
presentation. 


Aragon | 


was the! 


and 


BLACKHAWK 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Nov. 27. 


This has been the favorite hangout | 


for the younger nice life crowd here 
for many years now, 
, young customers would rather spend 
| their time shaking a hoof than si.ting 
quietly watching a suceession of acts. 
The has been that the floor 
; show is held down to the minimum. 
Currently, there is a snappy ball- 


roe )+ 
4Uouie 


room team, Lorraine and Renard, 
jand Jo Andrews, youthful femme 
tapper. 


For the bulk of the enterta‘nment 
it's up to the band. The Kay Kyser 
orchestra really comes through. In 
two short years Kyser has come a 


long way as an entertainer and 
showman. He handles his band and 
his audience with skill, nicely al- 


ternaiing clowning with good dansa- 
' pation, 

Kyser has a winning idea in the 
new Monday midnight stunt, ‘Kyser 
College of Musical Knowledge.’ 


| This figures as a good substitute for | 


GRID CROWDS 


Blackhawk Midnight Flyers, former 
wow guest night here every Monday. 
With the theatres and union s‘eoping 
in to prevent performers from gratis 


years. Since the ‘Musical Knowl- 
edge’ idea, the Blackhawk is back 


sides gathering a host 
with its coast-to-coast 
minutes over Mutual. It is bringing 
between 750-1,000 letters weekly, 
with the senders getting nothing for 
their troub'e but the poss'bility of 
| hearing their names on the air and 
| a ‘diploma’ from ‘Kyser College.’ 

Musical Knowledge idea is only 
| the current ‘quiz’ fad. All the ques- 
| tions are hinged on musical history, 
theme-son’s of programs, composers, 
song guessing, etc. 

Kyser’s proceedure is to run off 
an elimination contest on Monday 
| night, using s’x boys and six girls, in 
two heats. Winners compete in the 
final, with the victor getting $25. 

Gold. 


‘CHEZ MAURICE 


| (MONTREAL) 
Montreal, Nov. 27. 

Conjuring and singing make up 
major part of new show here with 
dancing confined to an adagio team 
|}and the pony 10-girl line. Cabaret 
is doing sellout biz Saturdays and 
| good during week. Magician Haskell 
and singer Richard Tyrol help as 
does Phil Maurice. 

Wes Warren m.c.’s and does a good 
iob—later teaming with Mildred 
Bodee for swing songs which they 
put over to customers’ liking, 

Jans and Lynton are a 
adagio duo who fill in 
Gaskell headlines and he knows how 
to put his stuff over. 

Tyrol sings in German, English and 
Italian. A powerful tenor, he can 
thread it down to a whisper and his 
headnotes are tops. 

Line is good. Girls roller skate in 
Sonja Henie costumes and finish as 
wooden soldiers, getting good hand. 

Lane. 


ride for 60 


routine 


———— 


Det. Court Dismisses 


Dancer’s Damage Suit 
Detr-it, Nov. 30. 

Suit for $5,000 damages against 

Richard S. Thomas, owner of Cork- 


{town nitery, brought by Consuelo 
Gomez, dancer, was dismissed last 


week in Circuit court. 

Miss Gomez, who's billed as Chi- 
quita, claimed she was injured when 
a porter at the nitery dropped a case 
of empty beer bottles on her as she 
waited in dress:ng room to begin act 
with partner, Jesus Alfero. 





MONTREAL NOT KIDDING 
| Montreal, Nov. 30. 
{ Quebec Liquor Commission has 
tightened up on night clubs and 
'cabarets here by announcing that 


| tolerance in winking at the midnight | 


closing law will only continue if 
night clubs and similar establish- 
/ments clear their premises by two 
a.m. at latest. 


Nitery Placements 


who vocaled with Van 
Levis orch at Ritz-Carlton, Philly 
last season under label Henry Pat- 
rick, now at Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Rudy Vallee, Paradise, N. Y. 
Albenice, Hotel St. Moritz. N. Y 


Pat Henry, 


Ballyhoo will be that it is a duel | Willie Prlerno orch., Place Ele- 
rf . P , ‘ rf d gante, N. Y. 
rather than an exhibition, perlormed |" Alfredo and Dolores, Hotel Park 
sans mask or chest guards, to empha- | @ ntral. N.Y. , 
size danger. Whether police or hu- | Antchal’s Cubans, American Mu- 
mane groups will permit Is some- | sic Hall. N. Y. 
Anne Fauntleroy, Myra Kent, Le 


sum | 


five | 


on spec and more on dumb acts. 
New idea is to inject more girls, 
Singers, personalities, ete. along} 


American lines, and get away from | 


: ight acis, 


Since business hr: “een dropping 


thing else again. 


Bergen in Pic House 
Los Angeles. Nov. 30. 


Coast stage ap, rance 


First 


Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy | 


radio stardom 
Paremount 


since they achieved 

will be to headline the 

theatre stage show. 
They open Dec. 2. 


of | 


Miravse. N. Y. 


Adelaide Moffett, Miner and Root 


Hetel Ambassador, N. 
| Lita Ledee, Johnny Nucomer., 
> “8 GCRip. Bf. 
Ovie Alstor. orch.. Phil Seott 
Stump and Stumpy, Henry Wessels. 
| Jean Daniels, Plantation Club. N. Y. 
} Jose and Prtricia, E] Chico. N. Y 
Maurice tocco”) Oo orch., Derothy 
Salters, Pear] Baines, Dorothy 


| Rhodes, Kit Kat Club, N. Y. 


It knows its | 


guesting, the nitery waddled for two | 


to capacity biz on Monday night, be- | 
of listeners | 


adequately. | 


| 
| 





Atlanta Attorney Sued 
By Showgirl for Balm 


Atlanta, Nov. 30. 
Marie Myrtle Prevost, 23, de- 
scribed by her attorney as ‘a N. Y. 


showgirl and night club entertainer,’ | 


a $100,000 breach of 
here against Lawson 


| last week filed 
promise suit 


Steven Finch, Jr., 30, Atlanta invest- 
ment house executive. 
Miss Prevost charges Finch jilted 


her after setting date for their mar- 


riage. Heart balm action is based on 
contention that her social standing 
has been ruined, he: happines: 


blighted and she has 
mental anguish. 


suffered great 


HYPO PHILLY 
NITERIES 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

Army-Navy, Penn-Cornell games 
| here last week gave Philly 
;ops life preservers. Penn-Cornell 
|drew 61,000 Thursday and 
| Navy 104,000 Saturday. 
It was the most terrific hypo city 
has seen since the Democratic con- 
| vention last year and there was much 
freer spending than at that time. Art 
| Padula, op of Arcadia-International, 
| had 1,800 for dinner Saturday. Took 
| 
| 


in better than $25,000 for the week, 
which was biggest he ever had with 
exception of first week of Guy Lom- 
bardo, when he opened the spot. 
Benny the Bum estimated he had 


| check less than $3. 
| his show on 
| evening. 

| Word went out on the q.t. that 
|niteries needn't bother worrying 
about the regular 1 a. m. closing time 
Sunday morning, and _ that 
wouldn't trouble them. All were go- 
ing strong at daybreak without a 
squawk anywhere, 


2D BANKRUPTCY SHUTS 
CLEVELAND’S MAYFAIR 


Cleveland, Nov. 30. 
For the second time in two years 
‘the Mayfair Casino, largest nitery 
| here, has been forced into involun- 
;tary bankruptcy. Three creditors 
|Jast week presented bills totaling 
$2,020.95. Theatre-restaurant’s unex- 
| pected closing came when Meadow- 
| land Dairies, Lubeck Distributing 
Co. and Albert Pick, Inc., threw the r 
claims into hands of Federa) Court. 


six times during the 


| Spot has been jn financial difficul- | 


ties since fal] season opened due to 
competish of rival Statler Terrace 
Room and slump in steel bus ness 
here. Nate Weisenberg, hotshot in 
slots, recently claimed it’s cost him 
$375,000 so far and syndicate back- 
ing him was reported tired of not 
getting any dividends. 

Stage. shows were put on a short 
economy budget a month ago by 
George Pomerantz, brought in from 
N. Y. to succeed Harry Propper. 
Latier is said to be raising Broad- 
way capital with idea of taking over 
cas no again after case is settled. 

Ninety-five employees, who claim 
they have two weeks’ pay coming, 
and cast of 40, including Gae Fos- 
ter’s chorus and Bobby Grayson’'s 
orchestra, were let out. 

Mayfair's first bankruptcy was in 
December, 1936, when Euclid Casino, 
Inc., bought it forced sale for 
$6.500, wiping out $235,000 in claims. 

Fanchon & Marco are holding sack 
for $1,500 also. Couple of acts were 
temporarily stranded but tickets and 
coin sent by F. & M. saved ’em. 
F. & M. show contract had five weeks 


to vo. 





LYNCH’S DEAL OFF 
Philadelphia, Nov. 20. 
Deal between Jack Lynch, who re- 


ened as manager of Hote! Adc}- 
phia’s Cafe Marguery last week, and 
Arcadia-International, top Philly 
nitery, is all off, Art Padula, op of 
Arcadia, said after a confub with 
Lynch, 
| The two had been discussing the 
ibility of Lynch joining the Ar 
cadia fold 


nitery | 


Army- | 


Miami Nitery, Raided 


4.000 patrons on Saturday, with no | 
He had to put 


police | 


| Dragon 


| 
| 
| Eddie Peyton, local nitery opcra- 


VARIETY 


Sets Up Own 


[alent Buyer; 5% Extra Commish 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 


Double commissions on __ talent 
working the Empire Room of the 
| Palmer House js the subject that is 
caus-ng a new headache to agents 
submitiing acts to that swank nitery. 
In a new policy setup, Muriel Ab- 
bott has been officially named ex- 
clusive booker by the hotel. Miss 
Abbott now is not only acting as a 
buyer of talent but also as a collec- 
tor of a 5° booking commission 

This is affecting the pric’s of acts, 
bes des causing squawks from acts 
who are apparently slaied t> bea: 
the entire burden of this exira slice 


out of their salar.es, 


It is resulting in a sudden shi!t of 


agent and talent interest, wiih 
neither the agents nor acs being 


especially willing to seck bookings at 
the Emp re Room first. Where the 
Palmer House formerly was alwcys 
suomitted all acts and talent ahead 
of the other niteries in town, the 


| hotel nite spot is now being pushed 


| down the line, with the Empire 
Room being notified of availab lity 
|only after the other niteries have 


‘ picked over the Isis, Ind‘cations are 


that this added 5% take wi'l seri- 


ously affect the general level of acts 


and talent going into the Empire 
Room. 
Couple of other hotels in town 


have tried this system of getting a 


separate commission (usually 5%) 
for all talent bookings, but they all 
dropped it quickly when they discove 
ered that they were ge.ting the worst 
of the bargain in the deterioration of 
the quality of acts they were petting, 


By Klan, Given OK To 


Miami, 
Club La Paloma, closed 
ing raided by a hooded band a few 


Nov. 30. 


after bee 


weeks ago, and again by deputy 
sheriffs Saturday (27), wes given 
permission to reopen Monday (29) 


by County Solicitor Robert R. Tay- 


lor. Taylor said he could find no 
basis for charges lodged against 
Proprietor Al Youst and 25 eme- 


ployecs by Sheriff D. C. Coleman. 

Captain George J. Garcia, Grand 
of the Ku Klux Klan in 
Florida, is expected to arrive here 
today (Wed.), to investigate the 
raid on the club by the hooded out- 
fit. 





ED PEYTON FACES 20 


CHARGE OF ASSAULT 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 


tor and band leader, is in trouble 
A few months atto he got 
of the workhouse serving 
!a year for beating up a patron. A 
| forinight ago the ASCAP slapped a 
| $500 suit against him for copyright 
| violations. And last week another 
| patron brought him into court again 
|}on another charge of assault and 
| battery. 
| Last charge comes at a tough time 
for Peyton. Now out on parole, 
twice he’s asked the State Parole 
Board to clea* him with a full par- 
don, but was refused. Patron, George 
Nutsbrown, claimed attack tool: place 
last Aug. 31 wher, he charged, Pey- 
ton. his brother, Mike, and the head- 
waiter knocked him down because a 
member of his party refused to pay 
a bill incurred a previous time. 
Peyton claimed the whole th 


| again. 


cut after 


ng 


wes a ‘shakedown,’ insistins that 
Nutbrown had previously said he'd 
withdraw the warrant if Peyton 


would pay him $250. 


Holiday Vaude Slated 

By Shuberts in B’klyn 

Per annual custom, the Shuberts 

are fit up a two-a-day vaude 

how for the Xmas-New Ye: 
at the Majestic, Brooklyn 

Helen Morgan, Lou Holtz <¢ 
Hurry tichman are ino mind 


neacdhining, 
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Baie oeiows 


LCADE OF HITS chestrations are okay when accom- 
CAVA panying warblers, and nearly every- 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) one has a lung chore. Specialties, 
Atlanta. Nov. 28. in which band someones — 

Chockful of novelty, this unit, #28 returns, spliced in nicely with 


the C li Neg ro i 
owned and produced by Harry Clark, the familiar — 


adaptation oi 
blue : os 
blues songs. 
rates aces. It received a good recep- 


Blossom and Leaves have a hokum 
tion 


r 4. | that rates some laughs. Bad ma- 
Featured are Violet (Hornbrook) terial, however, rather than manipu- 
euninil Pie ee oh.clac erweee | & al, ne - 
and Kay (Cropley), high-class Tope | ja tin, handicaps the comics. 


’ 
ing . rhey TOrK é 1e€a- - , str 
spinning turn. They work to a med Three boys, one of whom strums 


ley of Western tunes, including a guitar, are next As wah-wah 
~alizati F ‘Pp a ~, ~ Oe Zullar, < Xk. AS . 
voeaization ol Boots and Saddl es lunasters, moppets are fairly well 
over p.a. system offstage. eae ed. Tt cS eT ge ‘ eee 
I Iver he guitarist made a Zipp} 
Show gefs under way with Charlie vats tion of ‘Din sh,’ rating nice 
Ritey offering nifty buneh of tricks, yn rae : 
} } } , ar . ‘ke oO} i na 
eng pepe ee -_— ; and wW ~ ae Line of seven scantily clothed 
h uch 1 ng s assisted by ; : aia ions 
ei — : -horines follow hoofing a la levee 
Bitlie Clark ife of show's producer. — wee ry _ ~ Pos ed are male and 
) *< LC.o al ati aias 
Riley uses a sowingboard for leaps to =) ime solo st and a mixed quartet 
the table where h2 does most of his * mune 3 —— = = > a ; mies 
en ee 1 , ff Lindy hoppei Audience par- 
a es ee ; ticularly liked the latter specialty 
* Billv Ferrctl emcee, comes on for ~* 


Stanfield slaps out a lively piano- 
. and sets things pretty for an 
1onymous male pegleg dancer, who, 
enthusiastic palm patting 
forgets his handicap 
with his lone 


bit of nonsensical patter with Lu- , 
Farrell then does his 

to ‘Have You Got Any “ow 
followed by Gladys | Win te € 
in ha’ | * = oS. = 
action to and displays agility 

eet gam. 

a. Lim and 
legmania. 


cloy dance 
Castles?” He’ 
George, who sings “The 
and then he goes into 
‘Darktown Sirutters’ Ball.’ 

Don Soencer, formerly of KMOX, 
St. Louis, then appears with his gui- 
tar before mike and sings ‘Remem- 
ber Me’ pleasingly. He offers patrons 
five songs and lets them choose their 
favorite. He had to beg off despite 
encoring. Lad has fine voice and 
euitars well 

Lucienne Cheret reappears and 
presenis her acrobatic control dance 
to ‘Marie,’ finishing up with difficult 
backbond and twist handkerchief | oon) ves standout 
by Violet ai sr Che's tthowed "Five couples, all going at break- 
by Violet and Kay. eet nae ges oto a 7 al 

Billy Baker, 17, Benny Davis pro- Dt" * Shu ral coy Boag apple’ ses 
ers a fast single buck dance | ~*~) : . sat 


Angie contribute a lively 
with all limp at the bow- 
off. Lim, doing all manner of hoof- 
ing from buek to taps, and Angie 
earn several calls. 

All this Ieeds up to Miss Cox, an 
ebony edition of Sophie Tucker, who 
whams with ‘My Handy Man,’ 
topped by a shiver dance that rocks 
the house. Apparently, the double 
entendre lvrics of this song took a 
eensorial jab, but even with the re- 


tege. off 


‘P d by thr Everybody is on for the final. Palm 
f ane “J > ) i e ; Ag ~ 
{ ; : ted 1 “ rl joine ne whacking resounded through the 
yt »-hat nt ll £1rTis, h of } 
. , ouse at the end. 
Farrell comes back with Nancy 


‘Legion of Foreign Men’ 
Guss. 


Pixes are 
(Monog) and ‘Paradise Isle. 


BALLYHOO BREVITIES | 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Nov. 28. 


Reed, and they do a funny twisted 
talk turn. following which he gives 
dancing impressions of college lads 
and soldier, mixing in some baton 
swinging with a broom. 

Finale brinss girls on in parade 
nurober and they pose while each 
act comes on with a bit of its stuff. 
Show consumes 38 mins, but sveedy. The show packs good b.o. possi- 

There’s 16 in company, including | bility for the towns which do well 
six bandsmen under leadership of | with lines of girls and not a whole 
Milton Henkin, whose arrangements | lot else, the fairly prevalent case in 
are worthy. this section. 

Pic is ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th- Show allows for line routine twice. 
Fox) and biz capacity, » plus. Luch. and then brings all the girls back in 


doubling assignments. Their first 
Darktown Scandals 


|number begings the 50-minute stint— 
the ‘Big Apple.” Makes a bright be- 
(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 28. 


sinner and last one, as a unit, is mid- 
way, a tiller-soft-shoe combo. 


‘ Hh re Talentines © ar ve] 

Sepians pulmotored current flesh |. Three haga remy, Bary woe Po ~ 
bm at Boxy, more Gee GS ducky | ee ee eee 
entertainers comprising unit A For this type of playing time, no 
ntertai sin, ‘ staat, eine i "ls ito niall 
little more showmanship would en- | SOW Cou d hg ant for bet - ge 
hance its effectiveness, but even in Has a wealth of equipment, and a 


well-rounded act. Male member 
pedals a picture frame, rides a guitar 
and a phonograph which plays ‘O 
Gosh, O Gee.’ Finish is a trampo- 
line jump by one of the femmes to 
ent’s shoulders on the high uni- 
cycle. 

Twice on are LaMarr and Veola, a 
knockabout try first, and in white 
mail in two heavily applause-smack- | dress suits for a sophisticated tap 
ing turns. Love ditties also prove | later. Azla, a magician with most of 
her forte. | his material in his pockets, takes a 

Fronting a hi-di-ho shouting, all- couple of kids on to help. He also 
brass aggregation, a 12-year-old | is good. Les McFarland sings ‘Marie’ 
pickaninny, dubbed Sunny Boy, and ‘Frivolous Sal’ and plays tail- 
opens with a medley of river songs, |enders on each tune with a trom- 


its present form it gets by nicely. 
There’s no attempt whatsoever at 
production, Acts are run off in rou- 
tine fashion without any embellish- 
ment that might give snap to the 
42-minute show. 
In Ida Cox the unit has a star. 
This hefty blues warbler—she gags 
about her ‘bull hips’—-carries the 


followed by a mixed team of clog-| bone. Fair. 

gers. Kid orchestra leader handles DeLane and Randall have some 
the baton with finesse, his technique | acro work in waltz time. Kids look 
in introing specialty numbers being nice and work the_ same. Phil 


effective. 
Not a bad band for six men. 
too noisy. 


| Bernard and Roseada Langdon com- 
bine to do some Hollywood impvres- 
‘sions. Bernard, having been around 


‘the, THEATRE of the STARS 


Just | 
As a matter of fact, or- 
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| 
several times in the last few seasons, | 
made the new approach and it will 
be accepted in most cases without a 
howl. His Grouch Marx and Chap- | 
lin standout. Finishers are the 
Chandler Trio, formerly Chan Knoll 
trio. Instead of doing their two- 
women-one-man  adagio siraight, 
they clown it. Seems to get by. 
Biz forte enough to keep the last 
row balcony warm all the time. 
Barn. 


RIVIERA BREVITIES 


(COLONIAL, LANCASTER, PA.) 
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 23. 

Sixty-five minutes of fast enter- 
tainment tells the story of Tom Ball's 
French Riviera Brevities. 

Including 40 people, Brevities offers 
plenty of variety, ranging from a 
fan dance to a trampoline. 

Tops are the Three Michaels with 
several good dance routine: 


Monroe and Grant in their com- 
edy trampoline act are very strong, 
putting exceptionally clever work 


across with a mixture of comedy. 

The Georges, dancers, offer a nice 
opening act, and Ray and Harrison, 
comedians, also do well. 

Ruthina, billed as the ‘perfect fig- 
ure girl,’ fan-dances in the high spot. 
She is seen again in ‘Ingagi and the | 
Stclen Bride,’ a veil number, with 
Van Horn as an added attraction. 


ROYAL REVELS 


(BIJOU, BATTLE CREEK) 
Battle Creek, Mich., Nov. 28. 

This Boyle Woolfolk unit is one 
of the better small stage revues and 
packs considerable socko. Unit car- 
ries a seven-piece band and show is 
headlined and m.c.’d by Bobby Hen- 
shaw, ‘King of Jesters.’ 

Keelin and Miller, musical team, 
work in front of band, doing medley 
on two trombones on first bit. On 
last turn they double on trumpets 
and trombones and finish with fast 
1crobatie dancing. 

Crooner Raymond Henshaw, 
brother of leader, mikes a duo of 
ballads and smiles engagingly at the 

idmiring brother’ gagging of m.c. 
Ellison Sisters, a pair of comely 
brunettes, do two tap numbers and 
click. 

Hazel Kennedy is okay on a single 
tap. Later, she does a comic rube 
song and dance. Castrillion Brothers 
go over on a comic acrobatic act. 

Bobby Henshaw, well-stooged by 


Doris Harding, ukes and sings with 
a running fire of gagging. 
As a windup an elderly man is 


called from the audience and intro- 
duced as Johnny Henshaw, father of 
the boys. He hoofs well with all on 
Stage and audience gets a laugh out 
of this pullin. 


Biz good. Foard. 
Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 


At Camp Intermission for holiday 
are Ruth Morris, Bill White, Bill 
Morris, Jr., his frau, and the Sam 
Freeds. 

Harry (Will 

k’d for a 
sey City. 

A carload of holiday novelties from 
Jerry Vogel, covering every ozoner 
, in the Actor’s Colony, has arrived. 

Frisco DeVere, Scarsdale, N. Y.. 
isn’t well, trying to sneeze off the 
grippe. 

Hugh Mulcachy, pitcher for 
Philadelphia Athletics, is an ex- 
local boy who saw service here in 
amateur plays. 

Dianna Morrison (Charlie’s  sis- 
ter) will surprise him by a go-home 
coming with an absolute o.k. 





Rogers) Gordon, 
for-keeps stay in Jer 


Eddie (Will Rogers) MecGushion. 
leaves for his N. Y. C. home with 
a glad mitt to good health. 

Harry Davery, Jr., scrams to his 


folks in Great Neck, L. I. 
| Marion Green, a 10-year ozoner 
| up here, is big-street bound to re- 
, sume the at-work routine. 

Tommy (1.A.T.S.E.) Abbott has 
shifted to Pine Bluff, N. Y. 

Garry (Brooklyn manager) Sit- 
graves who took that op to a suc- 


cess, leaves that sanitarium routine 
for home life with his frau. 
Mildred (4 Reeves Sisters) Gard- 


ner, who took one year of this ozone. 
returns to her routine with an o.k. 
First job WJR radio station, De- 
trout. 

Big interest taken by the 
schools in, Malone, Saranac Lake. 
Tupper Lake, Massena, Canton, Nor- 
wood, Franklin, Pottsdam, Lake 
Placid, N. Y.. in contest of one-act 


high 


playlets. Judges, from the Clarkson 
Institute of Technology, gave Ma- 
lone first prize with ‘His First 


Shave.’ 
Write te those you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick. 


LOSES TEETH IN ACT 


Lincotn, Nov. 30. 

A new wrinkle was added here 

at the Orpheum this week when 

Bruce and Jimmy (Sinclair), teeter- 
oo were doing a turn. 

Bruce, the elder, bounced s» hard 

on the > board his false teeth fell out. 





, (MGM) ex 


——= 


Variety House Reviews 
EARLE, WASH. 


(Continued from page 17) 
pan juggling draws the inevitable 
share of laughs. 
Gomez and Winona wind it up, 
slipping through rear to _ open with 


waltz, throwing i in enough spins and 

















and still another of auto record by 
the British Capt. Eyston, fill newsies 

Pathe again outshines cthers in 
current crop with sports coverage of 
new six-man team football game for 
kids, basketballing of Celtics and 
dinner to baseball’s Walter Johnson. 
Cornell-Penn game and Yale-Har- 
vard fracas of past week made to 





lifts to make all sit up. Don Cos- ; ‘ Sag Seger , 
|tello, who plinked piano and war- eS — sigalg Aha gy Be by 
bled a chorus through waltz, takes "The ee “life ‘Of W Ad: sm 
over for standard solo tap routine . nome ie oS wear AGmirel 
as pair goes off. Pair returns for (Pathe) heads novelty stuff. Fox fol- 
more spins and whirls, first to lows with Australian rodeo, succeed- 
rhumba time and then to ‘Tea for ed by Pathe orn = a S510 Of Rid 
Two,’ Costello doing occasional off- | newspapel publishers in gag inter- 
stage vocalizing. Finish, a spin, is | View with War Department, insight 
into television’s forerunner, §fac- 


plenty spectacular and oke closing. 


Pic is ‘I'll Take Romance’ (Col) simile and Italy’s biggest family (22). 

and biz fair Craig. U glimpses world’s largest welded 

; ship, milk bricks to stoke a locomo- 

tive (Milk Week propaganda), sun- 

CHICAGO burn prevention of chocolate milk 

‘Steins 18 or application, free benny distribution 

House sienshiaidlie® anieaelh gh hoboes, Indians ot — N. Y. 

shaw Briday. wee entertained by q | setting annual fed ration of cloth 

prea ie Mgnt es? one a 4. | (treaty payoff), ice skating in Radio 
quick. colorful stage show, picture, 


and two shore | City Plaza, car-catcher hook contrap- 
aaa Beer tion for snagging crooks on the run. 
Stage partion is cut down to less | mee @ - & steel a} 
aan cc : ’ 2 demonstrates a steel web sur- 
than 30 minutes, but ‘Cabaret ten | face for bridge, preventing skidding 
in a single Russian cafe —- in | Fox saath ha Ske amend 7 ay aie 
full of color. Fred Evans has again ee 
come through with two sock dance | cruise ov geal and 7 h ad et 
. » 4 ) one oO which plug: 
numbers, both in Russian theme. scythe re pene ole biz _—— 
senege sree Coe me Oe "War's : All American selections 
straight vaude act on the show with biz Of hi lite warne review and 
his Sunch and Judy. Prentice has neipuanetlon and a fairish Popular 
changed the dressing of his dolls, but | M0 : ‘ ‘ 


. : ; , lis oft varied 
the general slapstick routine remains | Science short px lish Hurl 
the same. Good for solid audience ; 


|} though unexciting program, 
returns. Also on the show is Jerry | al 
Sheldon, of the Chicago theatre or- | 
chestra, who plays accordion to the 
approval of the audience. | 
Single dancer is Proske doing bal-| (hyde 
let and Russian acrobatics. Closing | tjgnale’ is noticeably lightweight and 
the contingent with a smacking score | stacks up somewhat better in cos- 
are Jay and Lou Seiler. They have | tuming than it does in other depart- 
@ressed up their act smartly and have ments 
elaborated routines but would do Rosita and Perez, 
better to cut act a couple of minutes. <" 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 26 
Jordan’s ‘Follies Interna- 


ballroom dance 


team, stand out above the surround- 

Matira ‘ - , . ‘tr 
Pictu i Is Awful Truth (Col) mediocri ity . They work in ‘Viennese 
which had audience in the aisles.| woments’ and ‘Indian Fantasy,’ the 


Paramount News. 
short 


Grantland Rice 
(Par) and Fitznatrick travelog 
ymplete entertainment.Gold. 


show's two production numbers, and 
they give a particularly good account 
of themselves in the latter. 

The Three Cards, on immediately 
after the opening line turn, are two 
imen and a woman who present 
orthodox teeterboard acrobatics. 
Aided by three men, the Three Cards 
|double to appear down farther on the 
bill as the Six Tumbling Demons in 


EMBASSY NEWSREEL 


With war 


lords of Asiatic and 
European continents taking a nap 
this week, reelers had to hypo mili- 
taristic content with more peaceful 


observance of asides; i. e., prepara- | a very ordinary series of pyramid- 

flons, campaigns, reviews, results | building stunts 

te gs ts. . 

a ; . Cogert and Motto, two men, pro- 
Fox's views of Franco doing a/yide the unit's only comedy which 


prance at Pamplona, Par’s clips of 
Spanish refugee waifs in Mexico, U’s 
lightweight coverage of leveled 


is of ancient vintage and made more 
objectionable by doses of dull 
| gestiveness. One is also m.c. Orsella 


sug- 


Chapei, and again Fox's peek into! Orelli a passable soprano, who 
Peiping, where Japan has already | seems out of place, works solo in 
become established, the slightly hu-| ane spot and also assists in the en- 
|moreus anti-silk stocking girls of | semble numbers featuring the line of 
|New Rochelle college, lean to the 12 Mabel Hart girls. Show runs 59 
| pity side rather than action. U gets} minutes 7 








cresm by bringing in pathos and suf- | Picture is ‘Phantom of Santa Fe’ 

fering covering medical field and | (Burroughs-Tarzan ) and the house 

charity. ; | was og at final performance 
Varying slightly, Fox, U, Pathe. Friday (2t Kiley. 

MG complete martial canvas with! 

snaps of new U. S, Navy bombers, | 

rebuilt Le Bourget field of Paris. | WILL AND JOR MANDELL 


French air armada off to Far East | 
(peace parade), inevitable Unknown | 
Soldier's tomb, Paris, with retiring 
commander of Gallic armies, blimp! 
bevy over Manhattan, and the last | 
lap of the Zep Los Angeles, now a! 
stationary lab. U comes in again) 
later with a flash of launching of 
new U. S. cruiser, Wichita. 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











Little or no effort is expended by 
Metro, which contributes only four 
clips. Only one that gets anywhere | 
is Big Apple session in local nitery. 
which has socialites strutting with 
rug Agron ye toller skating derby in 
L. A. and seulptoring of Abe Lincoln 
very lukewarm. 


ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now Signed with Sibilia’s 
“BROADWAY PASSING 





Slipping real estate in L. A.. which | SHOW” (Unit) 
threatens to cover hunk of town, —E 
nicely covered by Pathe. Italy’s re- LSE 





cent flood (U) looks little more than | 
a backwash compared to our big sea- | 
sonal splashes; Melbourne gee gee 


Christmas Card Agents 





spectacle (Fox), changing of speed | Large profits easily earned selling 
honors between Normandie and |§ new 21 Folder Assertment. Sells on 
Queen Mary (Frenchie recopped sight for 81.00, Other Holiday as 
mug), also Fox; arrival of Duke of jf S°UNC"s  Write for particulars. 
Tir 

Windsor’ S| playmates, Mr. and Mrs. DOROTHEA ANTEL 

he nell (Par), paint factory fire in ] 226 West 72nd St., New York, N. ¥ 
sydney, Australia, another Foxer.! 











THE RIMACS 


WORLD-FAMOUS RUMBA BAND 


After One Year Still the Sensation of Europe 
Now in Our Second Month at the 
SCALA, BERLIN 


With Holland and Vienna to Follow 


Theoks ta Kiddie Bewshbere for a very pleasant Tue Menihs at the Seaka 
Rep.: HARRY ROMM 


English Reps.: 
RKO Building, New York 


FOSTERS ACENCY 
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CLIFFORD C. FISCHER 


Announces 


t 


That the closing of the FRENCH CASINO was due entirely 
to the failure of outside ventures of Messrs. Blumenthal and 
Shapiro. The following statement signed by them was given 
out to the press: 


eh “The French Casino venture in New York City which 
presented revues produced by Clifford C. Fischer was 
highly successful and showed substantial profits. 
However, over-expansion in the production of plays 
and in ventures in other cities, wherein revues not pro- 
duced by Clifford C. Fischer were presented, proved 








unsuccessful.” 
(Signed) French Casino, Inc. 


Paris In New York, Inc. 
By Louis F. Blumenthal, Pres. 
Jacob Shapiro, Treas. 


MR. FISCHER HAS CONCLUDED ARRANGEMENTS WHEREBY HIS 
REVUES WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE LONDON CASINO. THE 
FIRST ONE TO OPEN ON DECEMBER 22 WITH A NEW ONE TO 
FOLLOW EARLY IN MAY. 


+ The following statement by Mr. Edward Stone, Chairman of 
the Board of the London Casino, Ltd., disposes of certain 
rumors that have been circularized in New York. 


“You can emphatically deny that London Casino has 
made or intends to make any contract with Inter- 


national Casino, New York.” 


(Signed) Edward Stone 


CLIFFORD C. FISCHER 


35 Avenue des Champs Elysees 


Paris, France 
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Stagehands Double Employment 


Relief Assessments; 5/1 Laying Of 


wo + 


| 
In an effort to meet extensive un 


employment within its ranks, the 


stazehands union, Local 1, Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Albany, Nov. 30. | Hits — Several Li g ht — 
<4. loyees, has voted to Betty Compton Walker, Inc., Man- | Ss lai } 
Stage Employees, has tec tty Compton Walker, Inc., Man . U S Tax ( la : . , ‘ 
is od | 7 s we 2 ims AY Ss i 0 d opposition to tl} } " 
double the assessment of each work-| hattan, has been chartered by the Grossers Showin 8 No ‘ ‘ — t F me A? { > Be Ls 
eae ap ee: . =i 4 e . ° - = - es r AS setup conce a ict } iy 
ing member. Decision was reached | Secretary of State to engage in the Signs of Folding—‘Mice Hammersteins Dismissed composed of the onvosit Rsuit a 
oh o canes — » CAR). Sesee tents ot ” a. ake . : om} d of the opvo yn in Equity aif 
at a meeting last Sunday (28). Sur-| business of floriculturists, etc. Capi- ’ The Government's income tax suit | - hie ; 
arn arsenal ay? rme! Inco! tax SUult |} and the American Federat f Ac- . 
vey of the membership showed that| tal stock is 100 shares, no par value. and Men’ Latest Smash, against Arthur Hammersie’n was/tors (vaud un’on) E a 4 
me! ! S auce nor Syity has ’ 


about 700 men are working, with 571 | 
jd'2. } 

Roost of the weekly pay deduc- 
tions is said to be one of the heaviest | 
in union circles. Not all those vot-| 


| are Betty C. 
'and Isabel Navis, all of 132 E. 72d} 





Betty Compton Walker 
Into Floricultural Biz 


Directors, each holding one 


Walker, Meta Meyer 
street. Goldwater & Flynn, 60 E 
42d street, filed the papers. 


share, | 


— > 


Others May Develop Into 


Only Show This Season to 
| Get 100% Approval 





LS] CLUDES ‘Equity Faction, AFA to Oppose 
T NEWCOMERS 4 A’s Reorg, Call Plan Unwieldy: 


One Union, Central Power, Idea 





dismissed Saturday (27) by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard on 
grcunds of no cause of action A 
similar suit brought against Dorothy 


dominated Four A's but a fact 
moans the waning 
issociation in 


Screen Actors 


yn be- 
trensih of the 
comparison ww i =éthe 
Guild and Americar 


cf ceay eb wes 


acti ared agree HOLDOVERS HOLD UP (Dalton) Hammerstein was dismissed | Federation of Radio Articts Most 
ing on the question appeared agree- _— last September on statute of limita- | of such feeling. if it exists. would *s 
able to the idea, but the men were Recently the first Mrs. Jimmy Ni tion cause. evaporate if a one big u * 
e ‘ re ‘ racide ve ate < - ig non aea “a, 
told by James Brennan, president,| Walker also announced that she was 95 ch —— fas The Hammersteine had wee = pee 
hat it was the only solution and that | | : Of 25 shows on Broadway, not in- ne ammersteins nad been went through, except among ceriain 
that 1t was the only solution and that! going to open a florist shop, (1) as . bs ates by Il. & "ee an ei 
. Nehandec “+ ] , “|. : ‘ clusive of five new entries on this | charged by U. S. Attorney Lamar | heads of the present actor un ons >= 
the idle deckhands must be aided/g business venture, and (2) because i eee cy ; : : Poe 
ae heretofore ; week's premiere card, 18 are in the Hardy with owing the Governmen Idea of one union for all »-fory f 
more than herevotore, | she ‘loved flowers so much. ‘ ¢ sie mckige Ray ar BB sgh edanc Lvl 4” 
morey. Of the others, several may | $16,449 on their joint income for the | ers was broached 


Heads of departments are required | 
to pay off one full day or its equiva- | 





climb into the success column. Some 


early 


year 1931. 


several years ago 


but was not seriously considered 


the last year or two, the s'n“le big 


Jent, which is one sixth of $82.50 or | ‘ ’ are pe are comparatively | : a {then. With the expansion of actor- 
’ . i Partie ts i * light but the engagements give no - = THIS ionizati articul: , 
eekly. Grips, clearers ; THIRD MALACHY PACTS en 5a " ; amist unionization, particularly n 
$13.85 weekly te gp agp ane 9| indication of termination at EQUITY REINSTATES } 
? 


light operators must lay off for two 
performances each week, which 
doubles their donation assessment 
from $6.25 to $12.50. Recently the 


SEVERAL RUN-OF-PLAY 


this time in those instances. 
Among the winners are seven new 
| hits, one click having been added to 


_ FINES 14 MEMBERS 





un on plan has taken form. 
Reorganization of the Four A’‘s 
may be the first step in the forma- 


{ ’ : 4 TroepD 
managers removed the stagehand Third set of contracts nave been | the autumn’s score last week upon tion of the new seiup, As the IATSE 
wage cuts which had been in effect made out for the cast of ‘Father the arrival of ‘Mice and Men’ at the Fourteen Equity members, under ~kes in all the stage-hands, the Four 


for four years. Raise in the assess- 
ments about wipes out that increase 


, 


Malachy’s Miracle, 
cently at the St. James, N. Y. Un- 


which opened re- 


cided to go through with the show. 


That attraction is the 
unanimously favorable 


Music Box. 
first to win 


Caesar,’ last named getting six out 


; Suspension for several seasons, have 
been reinstated to good standing re- 


unsuccessfully went on strike in an 


A’s or some resultant body would in- 
clude all the entertainers, 


been formed 20 years ago had there 


so far department heads are con-| gerstood that while there are no|Nnotices, most of them raves. No | Feas.bility of such an organization 
cerned. Average stagehands had| material changes in salaries, Delos|°ther success this season received | cently by council. They had been | has been discussed and conceded in 
been raised $2 and they will pay the! Chappell, who produced the show, is | 100% critical approval. |disciplined for failure to join the | Principle. It has no relation .o the 
bulk of the pm sate fund. placing several of the cast under} New hits which preceded ‘Mice’| Screen Actors Guild and for other | vorem pe Rage noc which 

For several years working stage-| run-of-the-play contracts were ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ ‘Amphi- | | takes in é asses Of people in an 

3 s W ‘pias Ss. , . ’ reasons. One had been on the sus- . ikely ‘ Me 

hands have been required to lay off| ‘Malachy’ was abandoned during|tryon 38,’ ‘Susan and God,’ ‘The Star ee V ‘S- |industry. Likely that such a gen- 
one performance weekly, with idle|rehearsals and then Chappell de-| Wagon,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and ‘Julius pended list since 1929, when Equity | eral union of performers m‘ght have 


men stepping in to work that show. 
Rule was made elastic in connection 
with department heads (carpenter, 


New contracts were issued after the 
cast was paid two weeks salary. 


of eight highly favorable notices. 


Moderate successes among the fall 


attempt to organize Hollywood. An- 
other was banned for appearing in 


not then been factions which pre- 


ferred to keep apart for personal 


props and electrician) after man-| Originally the only actor under run-| entrants are ‘French Without Tears’ a non-Equity legit cast | reasons. 
agers declared them to be essential | of-the-play terms was Al Shean, who! and ‘George and Margaret.’ ‘Father | y 6 ae : In principle, a centralized actors 
people backstage. Union then ruled! was brought back from the Coast to| Malachy’s Miracle,’ runner-up in the Those who did not join SAG as| union would be similar to that of 


that heads could work through the 
week but must pay the equivalent to 
the fund. Stated that the union will 


play the lead. 


attracted real business so far. 





matter of a favorable press, is one | 
of the new possibilities, but has not | 


of $100, which will apply annually 
to those who remain outside Guild 


ordered were required to pay a fine | 


other American Federation of Labor 
groups, with either locals or centers 
when and where needed. Each local 


coin will be collected. y ’ ° l are holdovers from last ssason: and. | include Cecil Cunningham, Marion | jocally and overated under neces- 
aneenes | Schilling, Gertrude Astor, Dorothy | cary rules of the particular divis’on. 


Reported that some managers paid 
the amount of the assessments to the 
heads and the union figures that they 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 
Spending all of her spare time 


in the case of “Tobacco Road,’ the run 
is passing the four-year mark. ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ ‘Room Ser- 


Hogan, Wilbur Mack, Wheeler Oak- 
man, Jack Perrin, Bruce Randall. 





Idea now takes form on the bas'‘s 
of grading membership according to 


can afford the added amount, par-| here last week rehearsing ‘Merchant | vice,’ ‘Babes in Arms,’ ‘The Women,’ = Egor Rage. lige sao ser salary esrned, such as in the Screen 

ticularly those shows in the higher! of Venice,’ Helen Hayes told sewa- | ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ ‘Brother onait om ie * Waike fee "Sel -| Actors Guild and in the American 

gross brackets. But the boost g0e€S| naperman she'd play Portia for the | Rat’ and ‘Having a Wonderful Time’ wat me . ak walker and JOnN | Federation of Radio Artists. Meme 

all along the line, regardless, first time at a special matinee Fri- | about complete the list of long-stay- pee bers pay dues according to earnings, 
Stagehands unemployment is| day, Jan. 14, during her Chicago run jers. In addition, the Abbey Players ip eenaien oa sim which are perhaps more frequently 

higher this season than last because] with ‘Victoria Regina.’ Future per-/are going along to goodly takings LYTELL’S SHARE | flexible in show business than other 

not as many legit shows have been| formances of Shakespearian drama | with repertory. | vocations, 

produced. There is a scarcity of] on tour, she said, would depend upon Notable that some of the holdovers Gis teste Gate or Single Card 

musicals and the current season is| whether she could stand the strain | were not expected to stay in the : Adopted gated a On it y One-union idea would easily solve 


minus such spectacles as ‘The Eternal 
Road’ and ‘White Horse Inn,’ which 
used large crews. Some of mem- 
bers were dismissed from the WPA 
theatre project which further added 
to the number of idle. 








HARRY KAUFMAN OUT «ve: 


OF HOSPITAL; RESTING 





after doing ‘Victoria’ eight times 
weekly. 
“ Hayes’ plans for next season are 
still indefinite, although there’s a 
strong chance she may reopen her 
present hit on Broadway for couple 
of months next September and then 
retrace her steps on the road. Biz 
everywhere has indicated the show 
‘ has plenty left and would be 
a natural for another year on tour. 
In that event the star might al- 


| profit column when new hits arrived, 
!but so far such successes have held 

the pace and in some instances the 
| grosses have climbed. 


Schrank’s New Play 


Joseph Schrank is in New York 
with manuscript of new play, 
‘Gentlemen! the War!’, by himself 
and Nathaniel West. William Harris. 
Jr.. has an option for New York 


Bert Lytell who produced the 
| Jesuit-glorifying play, ‘The 
| Legion,’ will share in royalties year 
|after year. Looks like the play is set 
| to become a Catholic little theatre 
|classic. Understood to have been 
| produced 80 times last winter and 
another brisk season is in prospect. 

| Lytell was in Buffalo last 
}attend a conference of 





Catholic 


First | 





| 


week to | 


the problem of interchangeability of 
union cards, according to the pro- 
ponents of the plan. No member 
would be required to pay any higher 
(Continued on page 58) 


MRS. WINTHROP AMES 
EYEING LEGIT, REPORT 


|ternate ‘Regina’ with ‘Merchant,’ | production. — _ |directors who plan to use the play London, Nov. 30. 
Harry Kaufmar sumervisar ef ‘depending entirely upon the recep- | Schrank just completed a_ scrib | in their parishes extensively. Ho] y- Reported here that Mrs. Winthrop 
+s) > ngs om ‘tion the latter receives in Chicago! term at Warners while West writes | wood sidestepped the piece on the|Ames, widow of the showman, is 


most Shubert musical shows for the 
last several seasons, entered the | 
Doctor's Hospital, N. Y., last week 
for emergency treatment as a re- 
sult of an accident in Boston re- 
cently. At that time he fractured | 
an arm in two places and dislocated | 
the shoulder. Irritation developed | 
in the latter region requiring fur- | 
ther adjustment. He left the hos- 
pital Monday. 

Showman fell into the orchestra 
pit during a rehearsal of ‘Hooray | 
for What!’ early in the Boston en- 
Sagement. Accident occurred when 
he lost his balance as he was about 
to climb over the footlights and a 


Stagehand yelled a warning not to 
do so, 


‘Eternal Road’ Into R. C.? 


next month. 


for Republic. 


sectarian angle. 
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32nd Anniversary Edition 


To Be Published Late in December 











|reading the script of ‘The 





Day Is 
Gone’ with the idea of producing it 
in America. 

Play was tried out at the Embassy, 
but there are no definite plans for 
West End presentation, 

Mrs. Ames was not connected with 
the theatre. She took an interest in 
her husband’s productions but had 
no known part in his presentations. 
London report may indicate her de- 
sire to revive his name on Broad- 
way. Manager was inactive the last 
six or seven years of his life. 


. 
W. J. Lewis Badly Hurt 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
William J. Lewis, veteran d.ama 
editor of Sun-Telegraph, critically 
njured Saturday (27) in bathtub fall 


4 


at his home, Preparing to lenve for 


Revival of ‘The Eternal Road,’ ees es + 
SpoOiing it into the Center, in Radio work, Lewis slipped and suffered ine 
City, is a possibility, Inquiry was Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office jh Rau 1 Pharoahe ars Boar 
~~ 4 ‘ i I ave ) Taio arc y. Wei 
n ade whether the spot was available trensfusions E 
or such a booking but there have 5 y ” New in } 
Tape Newspaperman, j his e 66's 
ute ae Gai eee NEW YORK | LOS ANGELES | CHICAGO LONDON _Newspaperman, in his tore 60s 
b Heavy financial obligations must 154 West 46th St. | 1708 No. Vine St. | 54 W. Randolph St.| 8 St. Martin's PI. ysicians said they feared he hed 
“€ disposed of before there is a » suffered internal Late 
a nee of re-presenting the relic ous esterday he wa ‘ ed ently 
Pec again, i ed and re nforiably 
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Sam H. Harris production of John Stein- 
i .s pla n three acts and six scenes; 
siaged by worge SS Kaufman; settings, 
Premuld Qensl opened Nov, 25 ‘37 at 
Mu x. N. Y¥.: $3.30 top 
Ge Wallace Ford 
P.crvrnie cecccceee Dtmlerick Crawford 
_& Sinsags se REeR eee John FL Hamilton 
Th tas seccceccese. Thomas Findlay 
CMPTOF cdiass seaeaetacinetse ..Sam Board 
Curles’s Wi vaeor warn tebke eee Luce 
Slim oo ve ee eeecee .. Will Geer 
‘ Y ames yaee news Charles Slatter 
WHEE 2 tececevaeueapedce Walt Rakiwin 
Leigt Whipp. 
| 
‘Of Mice and Men’ is a dramatic 
sock Its boxoffice longevity only 
ill be militated against by that 
strong language. It’s the most virile. 
profane stage lingo since ‘What Price 
Glory.’ Theme is a sort of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ of the Central California agri- 
cultural valley 


phiegmatic motivation, 


A solemn, 


Steinbeck’s best-seller of last year 
has been punchily dramatized by | 
the novelist and expertly mounted | 
by George S. Kaufman who may or } 
may not have had a hand, also, in! 
the stage version. Kaufman dis- | 
claims aaything but the stage di-| 
rection. 

An expert cast merits much_ for | 


the generally socko impression. They 
evidence a judicious interpretation | 
of Kaufman’s staging. Wallace 
and Broderick Crawford are the cast 
ianders, John F. Hamilton a close | 
runnerup. Sam Byrd as the snivel- | 
ing punk of a ranchowner’s son and | 
Claire Luce as his floozy frau let it | 
down a bit. Miss Luce, particularly, 
is the major false note in the manner 
in which she overdresses her Sadie- 
thompsonish assignment, and 
it as blatantly. It’s because of the 
marked restraint of her thespian 
collaborators that this over-emphasis 
on an already vivid characterization 
takes on exaggerated contrasts. 


out 


| 


plays | 


Crawford is capital as the goofy 
buddy whom Ford worries about 
constantly—for what reason the 


latter never knows why. But just as | 
they look set for a stake, with which 
to own their own patch of land, 
things go awry. Lennie, the dimwit. 
who doesn’t know his own strength, 
re-enacts another tragedy anda posse 
is out to lynch him. It falls upon 
George (Ford), his pal and protector, 
to put him out of a too ignominious 
existence by personally assassinating 
him. 

The story is thin and not without 
its obviousnesses. But the trouping 
and production values more than off- 


Ford | : 





awards in the all-Italy 
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Current Road Shows 


Week of Nov. 29 











sweepstakes, another by 


presenting 
maternal 


Marc Blitzstein on the red tape of | 
| the Federal Theatre, and a third by | 


Emmanuel Eisenberg, p. a. for the 
Group, on Brecht’s suggested meth- 
'ods for teaching in a labor theatre. | 
| Harold J. Home, a borscht circuit 
| alumnus, contributes most of the mu- | 
sic and lyrics, which include ‘Sing | 
Us a Song with Social Significance,’ | 
‘One Big Union for Two,’ ‘Doin’ the 
Reactionary,’ and ‘I Used to Be on 
the Daisy Chain.’ Latter is excellent 
satire on the college girls who wind 
up working in department stores 


| Plays Ou tofTown | 
Yr. Obedient Husband 


Columbus, O., Nov. 28 





“J n th iets rr nt 


Marwell Pro 


Hartman Nov 2H "37, by 

luctions, Ine Written by Horace Jackson 
staged = by lohr Cromwell; setting md 
ostumes by Jo Mielziner; $3 top 

Mrs. Scurlock Dame May Whitty 
Mis PARMRBscécceeewes ..Brenda Forb j 
sy, . Mower rire. Floren¢ Mid | 
PORE cccsssccccecocecseceves Frieda Altman 
Richard Steele..cccccccece Fredric M h | 
! ph AddiSON. .ccccccsces a. W \ust | 
PAPtPIGe «occ cceeecessoee Martin Wol 

QU CLD | ey ee M n J 
Patrick eoeseeetes Harold t 

Silas Penn Jt Prrerre rrr yy Walter Jo 
}lady Envil ‘ee Hel 
Lord Finvil eceeeceoes Leshi Auster 
FORN GAY... cscccescsesous john 1 rd | 
Mrs. Howe soecestne: ’ 
Thomas Howe, M. P A. J. Herbert | 
Ladys Warwi Mi Add n 

Katherir S 
Lord Fin Mont ( 


Fredric March and Florence 


Eld- 
ridge are back on the legitimate 
stage, supported by Dame May 
Whitty. in a fancy pants farce based | 
'on the domestic and pecuniary | 
{troubles of Richard Steele, 16th | 
|century English essayist and wit. | 


Although nicely tailored to show off | 
talents aforementioned trio, | 
vehicle disappoints due to faulty, un- | 
certain writing by Horace 


of 


Jackson 
It will take considerable pruning and | 
rewriting to get the play into shape 
for Broadway. 

As it 


‘Husband’ sprawls. | 

reconciliations of | 
2 ; 5 

his vivacious ‘dear Prue 

| 


stands, 

and 
Steele and 
make fine first act fodder but play | 
in repetitious wrangiing | 


set these shortcomings, so that ‘Of | poss down 
Mice and Men’ becomes a forceful nstead of using d ‘ts conte. fe 
contribution to the current scene. So | 'S'©@ ° —— Se See oe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Quarrels 
| 
| 
| 
| 


much so that it will linger success- | Springboard for more’ important | 
fully, unless, of course, its motiva-| action. Hence, there is no plot but 
tion develops in a negative word-of- merely a series of sketches of ‘The 
m-uth on the element that it’s too| . reek ' va ‘ 

strong for the femmes. It’s not a | Spectator author through which 


matinee theme exactly, and the busi- 
ness with the mice for pets is some- 
thing also to be considered from the 
woman's perspective. 

The production, from the scenic 
Viewpoint, is ultra. Donald Oen- 
slager’s settings are highly pictorial 
and imaginative. bel. 


PINS AND NEEDLES 


Revue in two acts 
wy Arthur Arent, 
uel Kisenbere, 
Harold J. Rome, 


and 19 seenes, Sketches 
Mare Blitzstein, Emman- 
Charles Friedman ans 

Music and lyrics mostly 
by Harold J, Rome. Staged by Charles 
Friedman; dances by Gluck Sandor: cho- 
reography by Benjamin Zemach; sets by 
Kointu Syrjala. Produced by Labor Stage, 
n and sponsored by International J.adies 
Garment Workers Union. At Labor Stage, 
k ’ bs | $1.50 top. 

I.octia Annueci, Sel Babchin, Sadie Ber- 
ahideky, Anne Brown, Rose Czitron, Vin- 
tent Dazieri, Sam Dratch, Zitta Edinburgh. 
A! Khen Anthony Fazio, Tillie Feldman, 
Trone Irox, Julius Frankel, Sandra Gelman. 
| ET 


oe 
ve 


sne Goldstein, Hyman Goldstein, Knzo 
Cirussi, Nettie Harary, Hattie Hausdorf, 
Lyone Jaffee, Harry Kadison, Hyman Kan- 
lan Rese Kaufman, Bella Kinburn, Al 
I \ Elias Levine, May Martin, Murray 
Modick, Bettie Morrison, Miriam Morrison. 
Ris Newmark, Jean Newman, Olive Pear- 
man Joseph Roth, Ruth Rubinstein, 
Minanuel Scheintoub, Fred Schmidt, Moe 
Schreier Paul Seymour, Isaac Side Sid- 
ne Sklar Mae Spiegel, Millie Weitz, 
Beatty Uretsky. 


In ‘Pins and Needles’ the players 
of the ILGWU have a production 
which, if kept in its present quar- 
ters or not too ambitious a theatre, 
might easily turn into another of the 
S son’s unexpected clicks, a la Mer- 
cury’s ‘Caesar.’ Professional Broad- 
way will have a hard time laughing 
oll this amateur revue with a cast 
recruited entirely from the garment 
trades. It is one of the most vigor- 
ous and effervescent entertainments 
to be seen in the metropolis at the 
present time. 

From the moment the curtain goes 
up it is evident that this is off the 
beaten path of revue. The spirit 
with which it starts prevails right 
through its score of songs, dances 
and sketches, which have been capa- 
bly directed by Charles Friedman. 
There is plenty of joshing, not only 

the capitalist system but of the 
labor movement itself, which is a 
departure from the usual propaganda 
to be expected in performances of 
this kind. The prop is ladled out in 
a much more acceptable manner than 
usual and does not interfere with the 
entertainment, 

As for the cast, it behaves 
veteran thespian composure. 
Satirical sketches include one 
thur Arent, which has Mussolini 


nf 


with 


Ai 


by j 


move Joseph Addison, John Gay and 
j}other period characters, to say 
of a succession of bailiffs 
with whom his creditors were always 
hounding the extravagant Steele. 

Jackson has ptaced his play 
1708, taking the date from some of 
ithe letters which Steele wrote his 
\‘dear Prue.” Notes were always 


| nothing 


in 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Doll’s House’ (Ruth Gordon- 
Paul Lukas), Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), Hartman, Colum- 


bus, O. (29-1); Erianger, Buifalo, 
(2-4). 


‘Love of Women’ (Heather 
Angel), Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto. 

‘Housemaster,’ Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Mulatto,’ Majestic, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,’ 
Werba, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

‘Right This Way,’ Cass, De- 
troit. 

‘Richard Il’ (Maurice Evans), 


National, Washington, D. C. 

‘Room Service,’ Aude, Denver 
(27-29); Chief, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. (30); Arcadia, Wichita (2); 
Grand, Topeka, Kan. (3); Muny 
Aude, Kansas City, Mo. (4-5). 

‘Room Service,’ Shubert, New 
Haven, Conn. 

‘Show of Shows,’ Curran, San 
Francisco. 


‘Cornelia O. Skinner,’ Play- 
house, Wilmington, Del. (1-2) 

‘Stage Door’ (Joan Bennett), 
English, Indianapolis, Ind. (29- 
1); Hartman, Columbus, O. (2-4). 

‘Three Waltz-s,’ Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ St Charles, 
New Orleans. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Macky, 
Boulder (30): Aude, Denver, 
Colo. (1-4), 


*‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba), Shu- 
bert, Boston. 
*‘Tovarich’ 


(Eugenie Leonto- 


vich), State, Kalamazoo (29); 
Post, Battle Creek (30); Keith’s 
Grand Rapids (1); Gladmer, 


Lansing (2); Temple, Saginaw 

(3); Palace, Flint, Mich. (4). 
‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 

Hayes), Hanna, Cleveiand, O. 
‘Women,’ Am>rican, St. Louis, 


Mo. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
Davidson, Milwaukee, Wis. (28). 


‘You Can't Take It 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Trenton, Lynchburg (29): Acad- 


with You,’ 


with You,’ 


emy of Music, Roanoke, Va. 
(30); State, Winston-Salem (1); 


National, Greensboro (2): Caro- 
lina, Durham (3); State, Raleigh, 
mG), 48D. 

‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ 
(Fredric March), Cox, Cincin- 


Shows Out 





signed ‘Yr. Obedient Husband.’ To 
bring ‘The Spectator’ into the play, 
libertv has been taken with history, 
since publication was started three 
years later. 

First act opens with Steele’s house 
surrounded by bailiffs and_ his 
mother-in-law urging his wife to re- 
turn with her to Wales. Third act 
goes over pretty much the same 
ground except that Prue inisists on 
going to Wales while mother-in-law 
now sides with Steele. In between 
is sandwiched the play’s more im- 





portant action, in which March fights 
a duel (off stage) over another 
woman, although he has always 


condemned dueling in his writings. 
His encounter wins good will from 
many former enemies and brings 
him good fortune, but the domestic 
brawls have by this time reached the 
stage where his wife, angry at his 
continued drinking, decides to leave 
him. 

March plays himself in unbecoming 
wig and knee breeches but still gives 
the play lift. He’s a swaggering 
Steele in the March manner. 


tory notes to his wife and arguing 
earnestly. His importance is empha- 
(Continued on page 58) 





ENGAGEMENTS 


| 

| Frank Craven, ‘OQur Town.’ 

| Otto Hulett, Alan Bunce, ‘Tell Me, 
| Pretty Maiden.’ 


George Moss, Montague Love, 
| Helen Much, ‘The Gangster.’ 
Rose Hobart, Sheldon Leonard, 


Zamah Cunningham, Harold Moffet, 
J. Hammond Dailey, Jackson Halli- 


| day, William Edmunds, Abner Biber- 
man, Hunter Gardner, Rollin Bauer 
;Charles Keane, Curtis Karpe, Mel 


| Tyler. John Irwin, Charles Mendick, 
Maurice Gosfield, Norman Stuart. 
William Franklin, Edwin Thatchet 
| and Leopold Badia ‘Siege’ (complete 
} cast - 

| Miriam Hopkins, Leslie Banks, 
| Theodore Newton, Donald Cook, Her- 
bert Yost, Mary Howse, Hanaki Yo- 
hiware, ‘Wine of Choice.’ 


: t drink- | 
ing with his friends, writing explana- | 


from the 46th Street, N. Y., Satur- 


| eee attended thereafter. 


SSE 





‘ROBIN LANDING’ 


Opened Nov. 18, ’37. Crities 
were politely negative on this. 
|] Whipple (World-Tele) said, ‘As 
a stage presentation it seems to 
lack the power to hold the im- 
agination through a long eve- 
ning.’ Coleman (Mirror) ‘Has 
much to recommend it—but not 
sufficient.’ Vaiiery (Ibee) opined 
‘Not for the average playgoer.’ 
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being the money end, 


mh Drida at Pi 1 ° 
Lhe Pride ot Pimlico. 


ae UV weeve 





in a Sunday story ascribed to Charles Washburn, Fero is alluded 
n other words he is a racetrack bookie n 
first to have been interested in the stage. 
a thoroughbred horse, with Green the trainer, and Louella Gear, featured, 


nside Stuft—Legit 


Usually the identity of non-pro backers of legit shows are kept under 
cover for one reason or many, but not so in the case of ‘To Be Continued,’ 
renamed ‘Love in My Fashion,’ which opens Friday (3) at the Ritz, 
It is being presented by Morris (Gypsy) Green and James J. Fero, 


me ae 
latter 


to as 
ot +h 
wUVes.e, NOuw. toe 


According to Fero, the play is 


' the jockey, while Charles George, its author, is timekeeper, 





| sa aadition to the heavy production losses on ‘Antony and Cleopatra.’ 


which Al Greenstone 
$300 back. 


ior 
aboul 


which tolded after tive performances on 
items not charged to the management. 


had the concession, 


3roadway, there were some red 
Included were illustrated book 
He invested $1,600 and 


Concessionaire paid $500 in advance royalty on the strength of the origi- 


nat cookings, waich called tor 12 


through the South. 


weeks ol one-nighters, 


principally 


That territory was figured promising because Tallulah 


Bankhead’s family name is well known there. She starred in the revival 
and it was her desire that the one-nighters be cancelled in favor of a 
New York showing. 


Helen G. Bonfils and her husband, 


Henry Somnes, have leased an apart- 


ment in New York, indicating that she will devote more time to the firm's 


theatrical activities. 
Denver Post interests and has been 
cation. 


Miss Bonfils is an heir to her late publisher-father's 


active in directing the daily’s publi- 


Understood the inheritance tax on the estate was over $2,000,000. 


Bonfils and Somnes are operating the Little theatre under lease, but 


that house will not get their ‘The Greatest Show On Earth.’ 
characters representing animals, requires a larger house. 
nelia Otis Skinner’s ‘Edna, His Wife,’ 


Play, having 
Little gets Cor- 
in which she plays eight characters 


‘Shadow and Substance’ is a later possibility at the Little. 


Pit musicians at the Alvin, N. Y., 


divert themselves peering over the 


trench top for a peak at politico celebs who are prominent, as a group, 
among the early weeks’ patrons at the Cohan show, ‘I’d Rather Be Right.’ 
Reactions of the politicos, New Dealers and conservatives alike, are gen- 


erally good-humored, although the 


third-term dialog usually fetches a 


mixed reaction (hisses and cheers) from among the customers. 


Last Saturday night 
| were in the audience. 


(27) both Governor Lehman and Senator Wagner 
Wagner National Labor Relations Act is prominent 


in the dialog, and the senator seemingly had an enjoyable evening of it 


Story back of Thomas Job’s 


dramatization 


of the Anthony Trollope 


novel, ‘Barchester Towers,’ being produced by Guthrie McClintic and star- 


| ring Ina Claire. 


Professor Job, former head of the dramatic department 


of Carleton (Minnesota) Colle -e dramatized the book for demonstration 


| purposes. 


| thereafter. Subsequently Job went 


| showed the play to Walter Pritchard Eaton. 


It was produced at the college and stowed away in moth balls 


to Yale for dramatic research and 
Latter arranged to produce 


|it in New Haven and invited Miss Claire to be present, figuring the role 


| was suited to her. 


She saw the performance there, took an option on the 


| play and immediately dropped it into McClintic’s hands. 


| Mary Jane Walsh, soubrette in ‘I'd 


lis making her legit debut in the musical comedy. 
Prior to the Wall Street crash her father, a corporation law- 


middle west. 


yer, was rated independently wealthy. 


Rather Be Right,’ at the Alvin, N. Y., 
She hails from the 


Because of financial reverses Miss 


| Walsh started out to earn her own living. 


prior to going onto the stage 
night for Barbasol. 


She is known in radio and appeared in night clubs in London and Paris 
She has a 


WOR commercial every Friday 


In advertising ‘Victoria Regina’ six weeks in advance of its date at 


show. 


stands, 





the Nixon, Pittsburgh, Harry Brown, the house manager, earned the ire 
of one or two attractions which played the stand before the Helen Hayes 
Other managements claimed the advance sale for their shows was 
affected by the ‘Regina’ copy and a complaint was made to the United 
| Booking Office, N. Y. However, ‘Regina’ was similarly publicized in other 
‘Regina’ cleaned up in the Smoky Town. 


‘Tovarich,’ with Marta Abba, closes this week in Boston, while the com- 
‘Robin Landing’ was withdrawn pany headed by Eugenie Leontovich continues. Latter is playing Michigan 
one-nighters, then jumps to Montreal. 
day (27) after 12 performances. Got} its probable final stand, 
thumbs-down by the press and few | 


It then will be sent into Chicago, 


Boston date completes a four-week booking. Gross was underestimated, 


takings being $16,000 for both weeks, with attendance dropping last week. 


up. 
(5). 
for review purposes, 


No review tickets were sent to the 


| tickets for ‘Boy’ several nights after 








urday (27). It was given for one! 
week and one night. Critics thought 
| it bad. 


‘Work Is For Horses’ stopped at | 
the Windsor (48th Street) N. Y., Sat- 





‘WORK IS FOR HORSES’ 

Opened Nov. 20, Bad no- 
tices all around. Mantle (News) 
said, ‘Another unfortunate acci- 
dent.’ Brown (Post), “Less than 
nothing.’ 


~ 
ve. 











‘Too Many Heroes’ closed Satur- 
day (27) at the Hudson, N. Y.. after 
two weeks. Well staged, but not 


| diversion, was the general opinion 





‘TOO MANY 


Opened Novy. 
warm 


HU2oOES’ 
5, °337. Luke- 
reviews ‘ested — this 
lynching dr Lockridge 
(Sun) said, ‘Lucid melodrama, 
the author’s acdiction to gore is 
frankly alarmins, but his theme 


is not trivial.” \'anile (News), 
‘It is an effective work of its 
type.” Varirrs ({Ibee) said, 
‘Doubtful.’ 





Evans’ Salute 


Washington, Nov. 39. 

Entire cast of ‘Richard II,’ follow- 
ing bows, sang ‘God Save the King’ 
to give opening performance in Cap- 
itol unique twist, 

Idea was conceived by Maurice 
Evans in honor of Sir Ronald Lind- 
say. British Ambassador, who 

nded. Applause was deafening 


Philly B. O. Men Shuffle 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 
Barney Abrams has switched over 
to treasurer of the Locust Street the- 
atre in a shuffle of ducat-dispensers 
here. Lex Carlin, Jr., has been 
named his assistant. Lex Carlin, Sr.., 
former manager of Garden Pier the- 
atre, Atlantic City, and ticket-huck- 
in these parts for years, takes 

over the window at the Chestnut. 





at- 


tay 
Stel 


Irving Kayser has resigned from 
the latter spot for a similar post 
at the Windsor, N. Y. Joe Frank 
will be assistant treasurer at the 








|} Chestnut. 





ing of ‘Golden Boy’ or for the Mercury's ‘Caesar’ by p.a.’s. 


Preview benefit performance of ‘The Cradle Will Rock’ was given by the 
Mercury Theatre Saturday night (27) for the Brooklyn Eagle strikers. 
| Almost all Broadway critics bought tickets for the benefit, but none showed 
That's probably because the official opening is not until next Sunday 
Show ran two weeks last spring but never was caught by any critics 


Brooklyn Eagle for the Group’s open- 
Eagle bought 
the opening and gave it a severe rap. 


Emmanuel Eisenberg is p.a. for the Group. 





7 | 
| Bennet Cerf will be one of a group of backers for a new theatrical pro- 
ducing unit. Is presently keeping mum re his associates. 


FTP TO PREEM SHAW 
PLAY, LINCOLN DRAMA 


| American preem of George Bernard 
| Shaw’s ‘On the Rocks’ will be among 
the 10 productions to be done within 
the next three months by the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project. Play was pro- 
duced four 
FTP is the 
five theatres, one in each N,. Y. bor- 
the 


in England years ago. 


negotiating for lease ol 


ough, where shows will be 


played. 


Another play on the list is the 
Paul Green-Kurt Weil ‘The Common 
Glory,’ described as an epic based 
on American Constitution and 
related to its adoption 
Plan is to open it simultaneously on 


the 
incidents 


a@ natioual scale Feb. 22. Production 
is to have a cast of 300. 
Also on the schedule is E. P. 


Conkle’s ‘A to Glory.’ 
dramatization of a romantic episode 
in Abraham Lincoln’s youth. 


Prologue 





: 





La 
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NY. Civil Liberties Comm 


— | 
Takes 


Moss to Task on Stage Censorship 





Censorship activities of the N. Y. 
License Commissioner, Paul Moss, 
during his first term, were among 
the subjects discussed at a meeting 
last week (24) of the N. Y. Civil 
Liberties Committee. While no im- 
mediate action to oppose the reap- 
pointment of Moss as license com- 
missioner is contemplated, the com- 
mittee nevertheless went on record 


tivities in so far as they concern the 
theatre. These were characterized 
as highly objectionable from _ the 
standpoint of censorship. 


In a statement issued by 
Hazen, attorney and spokesman for 
the committee, it was declared: 

‘The New York Civil Liberties 
Committee regards the policies pur- 
sued by License Commissioner Paul 
Moss during his first term of office 
as highly objectionable and_ ex- 
tremely dangerous to freedom of ex- 
pression in the theatre. Carried to 
their logical conclusions, these poli- 
cies inevitably must lead to a situa- 
tion where freedom of expression in 
the theatre will be restricted to a 
very narrow sphere. Consequently, 
we deplore the apathy of those thea- 
trical groups which are supposedly 
organized to fight the threat of cen- 
sorship for their unawareness in not 
taking note of the fact that, despite 
the policies with which Mr. Moss 
has become associated, he may be re- 
appointed. The mere wistful wish 
that there should be no censorship is 
not enough to combat the organized 
forces which are trying to impose it. 

Started With Burlesk 


‘Our committee pointed out at the 
time of the burlesque hearings, the 
dangers inherent in its suppression. 
Our predictions in this case have 


been fulfilled to the letter and bur- | 


lesque has now been consigned to 
limbo. From an artistic point of 
view this may not be a_loss, but we 
now point out to the legitimate thea- 
tre that attempts by the license com- 
missioner to extend his jurisdiction 
to include inspection of dress re- 
hearsal performances are highly 
dangerous, These efforts were made 
when Commissioner Moss first took 
office and have again been made less 
than three months ago. They repre- 
sent the most stringent kind of ex- 
tra-legal supervision, since attend- 
ance at dress rehearsals is for the 
sole purpose of having the Commis- 
sioner point out what might be ob- 
jectionable to his tender ears. 


‘The policy of the License Com- 
missioner has been to avoid court 
tests and to use the power of his 
office to indirectly enforce a censor- 
ship which is more powerful and 
harder to fight than attacks through 
the courts.’ 


It was further stated that the N. Y. 
Civil Liberties Committee is anxious 
to stimulate discussion of- the ques- 
tion of the reappointment in order 
to get a clarification of public opinion 
which it is believed would result. 


At the committee meeting last 
week, possibility of submitting a 
questionnaire to License Commis- 
sioner Moss asking for a statement of 
what his actions re censorship would 
be, if reappointed, was discussed. 
This move was however regarded as 
futile, it being stated by the com- 
mittee that since Moss has been 
evasive in the past, no direct answers 
could be hoped for. The Commis- 
sioner, it was felt, would probably 
be unwilling to reply to anything 
which might bind his hands in the 
future. 

N. Y. Civil Liberties Committee is 
headed by Florina Lasker. 


Keating East for ‘7-11’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Fred Keating is skeded to yo to 
New York for rehearsals of ‘7-11,’ 
legit show, as soon as he finishes his 
role in Major’s Bing Crosby starrer, 
‘Doctor Rhythm.’ 

James Cain authored ‘7-11.’ 

Play is localed in Jack 
Charlie's ‘21’ club, N. Y. 


and 





EQUITY MEETS DEC. 10 
Second quarterly meeting of 
Equity will be held at the 
Hotel, N. Y., Dec. 10. 


+ 





| 
Dillingham-Ziegfeld Co. 
Gets Corporate Charter 
Albany, Nov. 30. | 

Dillingham - Ziegfeld Enterprises, | 
Inc., N. Y., has been chartered by 
the Secretary of State to engage in 
the theatrical business. Capital stock | 








i] 


| is 100 shares, no par value. 
disapproving the commissioner’s ac- | 


Lee | 


New company was formed to han- 
dle rights to plays purchased by a 
group of authors recently. Possible | 
picture right, stock radio and tele- 
vision use is owned by the authors, 


also nuisance rights. 


1 
} 
| 


} 
| 








| 
| 
| 


Astor j 
| Way preem In 


It may be the final session to be} 


presided over by Frank Gillmore 
who is soon slated to become execu- 
live director of the Four A’s. 


Directors and subscribers, each 
holding one share, include William J. 
Bratter, Rose Lader and Geraldine | 


Weiss, all of 11 E. 44th st., New York 
City, Attorney Howard E. Rein-| 
heimer, who represents the authors, 
filed the inforporation papers. 





Q’Malley Succeeding 
Dougiass Montgomery | 
A Surprise Switch 





Some surprise was occasioned by a 
change in leads for ‘Merely Murder’ | 


after the play tried out, Douglass | 
Montgomery going out and Rex | 


O'Malley replacing. Understood a 
personal angle was connected 
Montgomery’s withdrawal. 


‘Murder’ returned to New York 
for needed rehearsals due the 
change, with the players being un- 
der full salaries last week and this 
week. Show is due to open at the 
Playhouse Friday (3). House is be- 
ing paid $1,000 weekly for remaining 
dark. 


with | 





Future Plays 


‘Invitation By Design,’ by Betty 
Laidlaw and Alan Dinehart, is slated 
for production by Lee Shubert this 
winter. Miss Laidlaw is a Coast 
writer. Dinehart, an actor, has col- 
labed on other plays. 

‘Lives of a Woman,’ 





dramatized | 


| by Alvin Kerr from Baroness Von | 


Hutten’s novel, is announced as hav- 
ing been secured by Lucile Watson. 
She is slated to appear in it later | 
this season or next. | 


‘The Lunatic from Boston,’ set by | 
the Theatre Guild to follow ‘Wine of 
Choice’ on their production sked. 
Guild still negotiating with author, | 
Norman Matson. 

‘Our Town,’ by Thornton Wilder, 
produced by Jed Harris, to start re- | 
hearsals Dec. 13, Frank Craven head- 
ing the cast. Opens shortly } 
New Year's day. 

‘Salute to Glory,’ by Edward Caul- | 
field with an _ undisclosed theme! 
set tentatively to follow ‘Father 
Malachy’s Miracle’ by Delos Chap- | 
pell. 

‘The Devil’s Moon,’ Delos Chappell 
scanning this one about the ministry 
by William Ford Manley. 

‘Prodigal Parents,’ original by Sin- 
clair Lewis being dramatized by 
rlelen Jerome. 

‘The Lonely Man,’ recently done | 
by the Chicago FTP, will be pro- 
duced by Robert Milton provided an 
angel is found. 

‘Dramatic School,’ 
European play on which Jacques 
Deval is now working. Rufus Phil- 
lips and Watson Barratt plan to pro- 
duce. 


after 


| 
adaptation of | 


‘Thirty Days Hath September,’ 
sponsored by Kirby Grant, Inc., 
looks to Xmas week debut. Piece 1s 


a farce-comedy by Irving Gaumont 
and Jack Sobell. 

‘Tortilla Flat,’ John Steinbeck’s 
latest, now being dramatized by Jack 
Kirkland. A Christmas night open- 
ing is planned. 


‘Straw Hat, Nat Burns hopes to 
launch this farce about summer | 
stock by Kurt Unkelbach. 

‘Greek to You,’ Shubert musical | 
on which Howard Lindsay, Russell | 


Crouse and Cole Porter are collabo- | 
rating. Opening dat> indef as Shu- 
berts already have three musicals 
due. 

‘The Gangster,’ new crook play bs 
Lawrence T. Hemingway, for Broad- 
January according to 
Walter C. Baldwin. 

‘Children of the Street,’ comedy 
melodrama of Wall St. by Arthur | 


Byron, Jr., slated for tentative pro- | 
duction by an unrevealed producer. 


| 
' 


i direction of 








ATC Auditions Boom 
Discovery of Talent 


Auditioning of new talent, being 
conducted by the American Theatre 
Council, Antoineite Perry, chairman, 
is reported to have resulted in a 
number of likely prospects being 
spotted. Observers are on the job 
throughout the day and an average 
of 60 aspirants daily have been given 
auditions between 10 a.m. and 6 
p.in, 


Committee has excluded Holly- 


| wood scouts since the primary idea 


is to discover talent for the stage. 


Applications for auditions are still 
coming in, The list now contains | 
around 1,000 names. Central cast- 


ing agency is being considered. 


FREE SHOW BAN 
ON GUILD 
ACTORS 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


Ruling by the Screen Actors Guild 
against members playing in little 


| theatre productions unless paid Guild 
scale has the producers scurrying to | 


revamp casts, majority of which are 


composed of SAG members working | 


gratis for experience. 

Stoppage of free performances is 
reported to have been agreed upon 
by tops in SAG, American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, and Equity, all 


of which are affiliated with the As- | 
| sociated Actors 


and 
America. 


Am Groups’ Prop Raid 
On Fulton, Lancaster’s 
Once-Proud Road House 


Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 30. 


Little Theatre, Junior League, 
Barn players and practically every 
dramatic organization in the city 


staged a combined storm on the old 
Fulton theatre here last week as the 
management announced legit days 
were finally and definitely over for 
the house. 

Plunging into dark recesses back- 
stage, the theatrically inclined groups 
emerged with the flats and props 
accumulated over nearly 75 years. 
When they left in trucks, vans, 
wagons and pushcarts, only remains 
were broken and mangled bits, so 
a bonfire was built to celebrate the 
passing of roadshow days. 

For years the Fulton, which was 
once considered one of the best 
equipped houses in the country for 
roadshows, has been taking care of 
anyone who wanted to produce a 
play, whether in the house, in a barn 
or in a church basement. Thought 
was that any encouragement given 
legit would be all in its favor. 

Few years ago one enterprising 
locals gathered enough scenery from 
the old alley to put on a complete set 
of six shows. Several local theatres 
still playing vaude gathered in props 


|and equipment which they can use, 
| 


but most of the stuff is now strictly 
on the home talent side. 


Bway Agencies | Mull Managerial 


Artistes of 


VARIETY 





TMAT Con inues Bway Picketing: 
IATSE Sympathizes, Won't Join: 


Treasurers Mulling Own Group 


+ 








° With the failure of several efforts 
Shows in Rehearsal at settlement, the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers’ Union 
‘Tough to Chaw,’ Mrs. Harry continues to picket Broadway thea- 
Moses tres housing Theatre Guild shows or 
‘One Flight Dewn,’ Arthur operated by Sam H. Grisman. Single 
Hammerstein. exception is the latter's Belasco 
‘Wine of Choice. Theatre where ‘Golden Boy’ is playing. TMAT 
Guild. board is reported to have considered 
‘One Thing After Another’ picketing all legit houses in protest 
(Barn Storm’), Walter Craig. against the refusal of the League of 
‘Fickle Women.’ National |N. Y. Theatres (managers group) te 

Players ; recognize the union. 
‘Stop Over,’ Chase Produc- It was indicated early this week 
tions. however, that a settlement would be 
‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ worked out if TMAT follows the ad- 


Bushar and Tuerk. 
‘Siege,’ Norman Bel Geddes. 
‘Between the Devil’ (revised), 

Shuberts. 

‘The Shoemaker’s 


vice of union leaders. William Col- 
|lins, state organizer for the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, attended a 
TMAT meeting Sunday (28), and 
James Brennan, stagehands’ exec, sat 
in Monday (29), when the situation 
was again considered. 


Mercury Theatre. 
Deckhands Won't Walk 
TMAT has the moral support of 


Shean Protests But 
Finally OK’s ‘Wines’ {not go out on'a sympathetic strike. 


Declared that the stagehands have a 


Payoff to Equity Fund | contract with the managers 


Holiday,’ 











| 
| 
| 
j and it 
will not be breached. 
| Group Theatre, presenting ‘Golden 
currently Boy’ at the Belasco, is credited with 
Malachy’s Miracle,’ at the|causing the pickets to be yanked 
St. James, N. Y., appeared before | from the front of the theatre Mon- 
en Ceuiee | day. On that day TMAT was assured 
. R that the Grisman staffs would join 
| again protest the payment of claims |the union after the Group had taken 


‘due on ‘Light Wines and Beers,’ 


Al. Shean, 
| ‘Father 


featured in 


council last week to 


pre- | the matter up with the manager. In 
sented about six years ago. He was consideration of that intercession, the 
union withdrew its men. A modi- 
fication of the initiation fee boost to 
$150 was made by the union. Those 
joining now will pay $10 initiation 
ruled that | plus $40 admittance fee and $6 for 

{the first quarter’s dues. Grisman 
bunch said they could not pay that 
kind of coin. 


actors 
who appeared with him in the play 


| secompantod by one of the 
| 


and who wished to withdraw his 


claim. However, it was 
Shean must pay up, and he agreed 
that the money be turned over to 


the Equity’s emergency fund. 


Had the cancellation of the claim 
been accepted, all other claims would 
have been invalidated. Shean signed 
the contracts for the show and had 
periodically paid off on the claims, 
completing the payment recently. 
Matter has been arbitrated and 
Shean ordered to pay off. He con- 
tended, however, that the arbitra- 
tion award was unjust. 

Grisman’s Stance 


N. Y. Treasurers Club When the union was informed of 
Again Picks Schnebbe '** move the voard ‘kicked over the 


Both managements involved in the 
demonstration declared there was no 
objection to their boxoffice people 
joining the union. Grisman so stat- 
ed last week, while Warren Munsell, 
general manager of the Guild, made 
a similar statement. Grisman called 
his staffs together and said they were 
at liberty to join TMAT, and assured 
them that none would be dismissed 
|for so doing, it being entirely up to 
| them personally. 





| apple cart’ and demanded the man- 
jager sign a basic minimum agrce- 
Annual election of the N.Y. | ment. Grisman explained that while 
Treasurers’ Club held Saturday (27) | the terms of the contract were fair, 
placed Allen Schneebe in the presi- he was bound to decline such signa- 
dency fora second term. Saul Abra- turing, being bound to act in consort 
ham was named vice-president and | with fellow-managers in the league. 
Harry Nelmes, treasurer. James Mc- Munsell stated that the salary set 
Intee, recording secretary for 19} by TMAT is the same as paid by the 
years, was replaced by Charles Bow- | Guild for the last 10 years, organiza- 
man, while Harry Benson’ was | tion’s box-office treasurers (girls) 
| selected financial secretary, Latter | getting $75, with assistants paid $50. 
succeeds James Vincent, who served |Manager expressed willingness to 
17 years. | talk over changes of working condi- 
| Elected to the board: tions sought by the union for box- 





Julius Stone, 


Louis Lotito Walter O'Connor, | Office people, but the rub appears to 
|Charles Murphy and Louis Bergere, | be the inclusion of press agents and 
: }company and house managers in 


| TMAT, 

It appears increasingly evident that 
| the treasurers as a group could se- 
|cure concessions from the managers 

were it not for the company man- 
Some box- 
considering the 


agers and agents’ angle. 
people are 


Demand for Extending Hit Buys i's." se%crcr 


an autonomous group within the 
ical 7 union, 
Chi’s B.O. Union 

e b] earner ase oe are y ling r . . ; ; "hi 
‘Excursion at St. Loo sroadway agence are mulling There is a b.o. union in Chicago 
|}managerial proposals that the ticket | which operates under a state char- 

‘ 1 T y \ + “© . , + . 

St. Louis, Nov. 30. | puy-outs on several successes be ex- ter. Similar plan might solve the 
Excursion”, Victor  Wolfson’s| tended, although the original deais | problem in New York. Chicago union 
comedy-drama, will open a_etwo- started but recently, grokers have is said to protect its members amply 
ae ‘ been asked to make a buy for eight! and is not known to have ar con- 
weeks run Thursday (2) at the Little | ~ ; ; : ; 


theatre and will be the second sub- 


scription play presented under the 
Harold Bassage, the 
new direc*or 


Gordon Sommers 


house's 


plays the top 


| role. 


Fogarty-Gilbert Stint 


Alex Fogarty and 


ongwriting team t 


Edwin 
. have been set 
through Columbia Artists. Inc., to 
turn out nantie Lady,’ 
legit meller which the Shuberts will 
to Broadway 


tunes for ‘Ror 


bring 
Show is carded to co into rehear- 


sal in January. 


Gilbert, 


additional weeks on ‘I'd Rather Be | nection with TMAT,. having been 
Right. Alvin, with the privilege of | formed some years ago. 
10°; return to the box office suy |; Several year ago the league 
} on ‘Right’ is for a 12-week period l avreed to a contract with the old 
| which expires Jan. 27 and no re- | Theatrical Pre fepresentatives of 
lturns are accepted, not even ngle | America. Forms were printed, but 
tickets 'with the decline in legit are not 
Agencies made a buy of ‘Of Mice | known to have been much used. 
and Men’ for four weeks prior to its One of the TMAT move which 
| premiere at the Music Box last week. | aroused criticism was to assign one 
| When the drama jumped to capacity | picket each to several agencies or 
Friday night the Sam H. Harris of- the ground that tickets were be 
fice ‘which also operate ‘Right’) id for picketed 
idit il four week Forrest, with “Tobacco Road,’ was 
Biggest buy proposed may be the only Grisman. the f keted 
made on ‘Hooray for What!, which | Monday, two of h } having 
| oper tonight at the Winter Garden. } gone dark through the floppin of 
| Sh ibert eck a deal covering 16|)°Too Many Heroes’ (Hudson) and 
weeks. '*Work Is for Horses’ (Windsor). 
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Hofmann Golden Jubilee Hits 226: 
Met Opener 156; Symph, Hipp 0.K- 


+ — 


Concert grosses in N. Y. within the 


last week exploded with smash fig- 
for the first time this season. 
Even another rainy weekend failed 
to dampen the punch of the Thanks- 
giving holidays and a couple of dyna- 
mite draws. 

Biggest click of the week was the 
Josef Hofmann 50th = anniversary 
piano recital, which packed the Met 
at a juicy scale, to ring up a $22,000- 
plus gi 

Met Opera opener was another 
wallop, pulling an estimated $15,000. 
Bailharmonic-Symph climbed, and 
the Hipp Opera did okay with five 
performances over the weekend. 


ures 


Oss 


Estimates for Last Week 

Met Opera Co., Met O. H. (3,400; 
$10)\—‘Tristan und Isolde,” Monday 
(29). Season opener, always a smash, 
was unprecedented. Claimed ticket 
applications were almost double at- 
tendance. Several hundred standees 
(fire law limit) for gross of approx- 
imately $15,000. ‘Rosenkavalier’ to- 
night (Wednesday). 

Philharmonic-Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2.760: $3-$2-$1.75) (6th week) 
Thursday (25) eve., Friday (26) aft., 
Saturday (27) eve., Sunday (28) aft 
John Barbirolli, conductor; Bartlett- 
Robertson, pianists; for no explain- 
able reason, attendance was gener- 
ally up, except for Thursday 
(Thanksgiving) night, when there 
was an expected slump. Weekend 
rain no apparent harm; estimated 
$14.600. 

Hippodrome Opera Co., Hipp (5,- 
500; 99c.) Thursday (25) aft. and eve., 
Friday (26) eve., Saturday (27) aft. 
and eve. Rain blamed for slimmer 
attendance at afternoon perform- 
ances; evenings big; estimated $11,000 
for series. 

Don Cossack Chorus, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760; $2.75) Friday (26) eve., 
benefit subscription series pulled 
down the gross; estimated $2,500 on 
2,200 attendance. 

Serge Rachmaninoff, Carnegie Hall 
(2.760; $3.30) Saturday (27) aft. 
Name pianist is always a draw; esti- 
mated $7,000 at the scale. 

Josef Hoffmann, Met O. H. (4,000; 
$15 Sunday (28) eve. Pianist’s 50th 

. anniversary of first N. Y. appearance 
was a sentimental and b. o. natural. 
Gross of $22,000 or more, possibly a 
record. Receipts go to the Musicians 
Emergency Fund. 

Women’s Symph, Carnegie Hall 
(2,760; subs.) last (Tuesday) night. 
Antonio Brico, conductor. i 
a limited appeal; expected fair draw 
at opener; maybe 1,600 attendance. 

Walter Gieseking, Town Hall (1,- 
560: $3 tonight (Wednesday). Pianist 
is rapidly growing as a b. o. name; 
already regular sellout for this lim- 
ited seat house; only standing room 
left a week before recital; antic- 
ipated $3,500. 

Jascha Heifetz, Carnegie Hall (2.- 
760: $3.30) tonight (Wednesday). 
Fiddler looks like certain sellout; 
estimated about $7,000 at the scale. 





Series is | 





Symphony Hokes It Up 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

New composition played by 
Rochester Civic Orchestra Sun- 
day night includes music with- 
out sound. Called ‘Five In- 
capacitated Preludes,’ piece in- 
for ‘one-armed 
‘blind man,’ ‘cross-eyed 
man,’ ‘deaf man,’ and ‘lame 
man.” Conductor Guy Fraser 
Harrison put on histrionics for 
each section. 

In that for deaf man, the or- 
chestra went through motions 
of playing but made no sound. 


Tibbett Seeking 
Chi Opera Pact 
For Artist Guild 


cludes sections 


man,’ 














Guild of Musical Artists. is being 
|sought from the Chicago Opera Co. 
'this week by Lawrence Tibbett and 
| Leo Fischer, prez and executive sec- 
retary, respectively, of the Guild. 
| Pair are in Chicago, with Tibbett 
|skedded to continue to other points 
|for concerts. Fischer is expected 
back in N. Y. the end of the week. 

| Stage managers, forming their own 


| the opera companies. Scale calls for 
5 for each performance in N. Y., 
$35 out of N. Y. Rates for assistants 
are $15 and $25, respectively. Stage 
managers will also name a committee 
to examine applicants for stage man- 
aging jobs. Idea is to prevent doub- 
ling as stage managers by singers. 

Theodore Carr, AGMA assistant 
exec secretary, is huddling this week 
|} with reps of various dance groups 
and organizations to decide whether 
|the Ballet Guild, AGMA affiliate, 
| should attempt to organize the gen- 
eral ballet field or to confine its ac- 
tivities for the present to the opera 
field. 

Guild is still dickering with Al- 
fredo Salmaggi, Hipp manager, re- 
garding recognition. Salmaggi is ob- 
serving all AGMA shop require- 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 





Contract recognizing the Amertcan | 


Wednesday. December 1, 193 














| Out of Town | 








Equity Faction 
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(Continued from page 56) | 
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meen Pape Me dg tendency to bog dues than at present, unless getting 
when he’s offstage. Becah . 
Miss Eldridge looks attractive as| more salary. Actors and_ artists 
she flounces about in the period cos- | would switch from one division of 
tumes. She is best in her shrewish the amusement field to another with- 
| scenes. Dame May Whitty gets the | out red tape. 
| play’s best lines as the salty mother- 
| in-law. 7 
Supporting cast is okay. J. W.| started activity to organize the en- 
| Austin as Addison is made to seem |tire actor-artists ranks has been 
| older than Steele—actually, he was | completed, a movement to fuse all 
'the same age. Montgomery Clift such unions will follow. 
| steals a scene as Lord Finch, John | ° 
Pickard bounces in and out as a 


Predicted that when the recently 





likeable John Gay and has a good! all-powerful Four A’s idea are a 
j J< - | : 9 . rl . 

drinking scene with March. Walter} group within Equity and heads of 
. i ~ ; , lh > . ° 

Jones stands out in two brief bits! the American Federation of Actors. 

as Silas Pennyfield. Kid part of 


Steele’s daughter, Flizabeth taken | They are against centralization of 
by cute Marilyn Jolie. 

Jo Mielziner’s sets and 
are rich and elaborate with 
for authenticity. 

‘Husband’ opened to sellout biz|,.. 4) Rv NaNd ee ie te. 
here on trenaie of March marauee | handled better by cman —— 
null and world premiere ballyhoo, | Working in a loose association, such 

‘ epee : . - rict , inole -inc * 
Critics cordia’ but not enthusiastic. | aS CXISts, than by a single, all includ 

Otis. | ing organization, they argue. Claim 

1 is also made that the one big organi- 

| zation would be unwieldy for prac- 


Something for Nothing | 


costumes | too much power to one person or to 
regard | g small group. Different pzoblems in 


i -——_—____ -—— -- 


tical purposes. 

Providence. Nov. 27 : +s e | 

; th gia eg — nig yank Matter of interchangeability of | 
Comedy in iree acts by irrv « “Sse | ‘ . 

land Sid Schwartz. Staged by Henry Wasg- | membership cards doesn't require a 

staff Gribble. Presented by Stuart Drake, | gingle organization for solution, it is 

It 

Tenny Perkins.....eecees- Lulu McConnell | asserted. As for the proposal to 

a , hs, EREREs 0000500060 = awe. ae |raise the per capita tax again to $3 

0c’ "IPO ccceccesreoreses ‘ il stehil | ; ; 

Rina. Parking: .130<60000s0000 Sylvia Field | a year, that will also be fought. Be- 
oy le ga eaihbenbe Gen Lackland |sides the above arguments, a large 
| ETKINS. .ccccccescevee eeseth J ok A 
| Mr, > ipaselegeaioaletad Richard Taber | segment of Equity members sees the 
Mr. Borie Masedavvawases .M tard mitene) | reorganization plan as an attempt by 
1 Dr. RIIPPer. ccoccccccccscserss Aen i er 


ficdernin |certain Four A’s heads to gan con- 
This production has all the ear- | trol of the estimated $300,000 (mostly 
| mar: : of a good, light-hearted com-|in real estate) in the Equity treas- 
|edy, but its future hinges largely | ury. 
| upon the sort of a job Playwrighters 
Essex and Schwartz do when they 


Opposition Plans 


start clipping much superfluous ma- Those opposing the realignment 
terial. Even at that. a second look | move have remained silent during 
will be necessarv before there is any | recent committee sessions and ih- 
“— of Pelee siden iii formal conferences and statements 
anc’ sialon with plenty aA, loose | 0? the matter. But references to 
ends standing in the way. But as it Equity’s waning power in Four A’s 


affairs have been heard at Council 
sessions and at the recent open dis- 
cussion meeting at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y. Several Council members 
have indicated their intention of op- 
posing the organization plan in 
future meetings of that body and 
say they will also fight its passage 
when amendments come up for vote 
by the general membership. AFA 
heads say they have simply been 
going along in past discussions on 
the subject, have in no way ap- 
Perkins house. A paper listing the | proved the idea and will oppose it 
a Se Be gy oo if it comes to a vote. 
£1lV 7 n ~ ‘S- ° . . 
ang There hy also a romantic twist, Whole reorganization plan hinges 
Lackland falling in love with the |" revision of the complicated Four 
Perkins girl. A’s constitution. That move requires 
Lulu McConnell has a role right | approval by a majority of the mem- 
uv her alley as the housewife with a| ber groups, each group having a 
a ail So — single vote. Two-thirds vote of the 
| menor of the Perkins family. general membership of each mem- 
Edgar Stehil’s portrayal of ‘Doc’| ber body is required to give that 
Piper, a roomer in the Perkins home, | body’s approval. 


was, the company did a swell job 
of making the vital situations count. 

The story is timely, dealing with 
a typical American family’s efforts 
to win a prize contest of $100,000 
offered by the Vitamin Chewing 
Gum Comp. for correct solutions to 
a series of picture puzzles. 

The plot has much harum-scarum 
comedy, stemming from efforts of 
the Perkins family and gangsters to 
get the correct answers from Ben 
Lackland, th: only living man who 
knows the answers, and who, by a 
coincidence, hires lodgings in the 











ments, but so far hasn’t signed a|}s = Sylvia Field is the heart) But because of the complicated 

contract. Next AGMA board meet- | '” ys ee : Four A’s constitutional structure, 
es place in one set. : 

ine is set fee en, 26 tedee’s The action sp Mare, |Several developments are possible. 


| postponed. 





QUICK WIT SAVES PROGRAM 


St. Louis, Nov. 30. 
Marvin FE. Mueller’s knowledge o 
| German 
| when 


‘The Barber of Seville’ 
St. Louis Opera Co. 


| German. 


| (Wednesday's) session having been 


saved the day last week 
KMOX Public Affairs Dept. 
jinterviewed Miss Erna Sack, Ger- : 
man singing star, who appeared in| The play takes place in two acts and 


with the 


Miss Sack’s English is limited and 
the ad lib interview was headed for | 1900, and presents an enisodic cross 
the rocks when Mueller switched to! section of the rise of Edna Losser, 
With a large part of the| from the small town simplicity of a 


For one thing, the Screen Actors 
Guild, American Federation of Radio 
Artists and American Federation of 
Actors far outnumber in member- 
ship all other groups, with the first- 
named the largest of the three. For 
another thing, the Four A’s has the 
legal power to punish (even by re- 
voking the charter) of any member 
group—although this is unlikely. In 
11 scenes, by Donald Oenslager, with | matters pertaining to discipline of 
incidental music by Elliott Jacoby | member bodies, each group in the 
and costumes by Helene Pons. It| Four A’s has a voting strength in 
spans a period of 30 years, from proportion to its membership, in- 
stead of a single vote. 


No Break-Up 


EDNA, HIS WIFE 


Baltimore, Nov. 29. 
Opening her current season with 
a two-day engagement at the Audi- 
f| torium here, Cornelia Otis Skinner 
is presenting as her latest monolog 
her own dramatization of Margaret 
Ayer Barnes’ novel, ‘Edna, His Wife.’ 





Those most openly opposed to the | 


|authority in the Four A’s as giving | 


the different performer fields can be | 


natives here of German extraction | trainman’s daughter to a Park ave- 











| stunt went over big. nue penthouse. Miss Skinner does a 





i swell job. 

,' From the first scene. at a train- 
men’s beer garden shindig, in which 
naive Gib- 


While proponents of the reorgani- 
zation plan appear to have enough 
support to jam_ their proposal 
through, it is unlikely they will do 





so if such action threatens an actual 


breakup of the Four A’s. And, from 
statements by Equity groups oppos- 
ing the plan, they will withdraw 
from the Four A's entirely (and 
thereby from the parent American 
Federation of Labor) rather than 
give in. What appears probable is 
that a compromise will be reached 
whereby the Four A’s will be 
strengthened and power centralized, 
but that the plan will be modified 
and that the whole thing will be de- 
layed, possibly until late spring 
| Some action to heal the breach 
will possibly be taken Friday (3) at 
the Four A’s meeting in New York 
Just who will attend that session is 
not known, Kenneth Thomson, 
Henry Jaffe and Mrs. Emily Holt are 
on the Coast, with Jaffe exnected 
back within the next couple of days. 
| Understood Jaffe has conferred with 
and Lawrence Beilenson 





| Thomson 
| while on the Coast, with the idea of 


|a possible solution of the split loom- 
ing in the Four A’s, but what, if 
lany, decision they have reached 


| hasn't been indicated. 

Any estimate of how the member 
| groups in the Four A’s would vote 
/on revision of the organization and 
| centralization of authority would ke 
It would depend on just 
what form the proposed reorganiza- 
ition would take and how much au- 
| thority the groups would be called 


| conjecture, 


}on to surrender. Also there might 
|be a time element involved. And 
there jis always plenty of political 


maneuvering to be considered. How- 
ever, as indicated so far, the Screen 
Actors Guild, the American Guild 
of Musical Artists and probably the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists would favor the plan. Equity 
and AFA appear to be lined up in 
opposition with the various smaller 
groups in doubt. 


POP OPERA ON COAST 
FOR TROUPERS FUND 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Grand opera at pop prices, start- 
ing Jan. 28, has been set by George 
Blumenthal of The Troupers club 
for Shrine Auditorium. 

Operas in Italian, French, German 
and English will be held Friday eve- 
|nings and Saturday afternoons. Pro- 
|ceeds will go to Troupers’ building 
|fund for new actors’ home here. 














La Meri Back in N. Y. 
After Tour of World 


Chased back to America by the 
Far East disturbances, La Meri, con- 
cert danseuse, is in New York now 
with her manager, Guido Carreras. 

In the year and a half she has 
been girdling the globe, La Meri has 
given 150 concerts. She heads back 
to the Coast after Jan. 1. 








Season 1937-38 
MARTIN BROONES 


Presents ' 


CHARLOTTE 
GREENWOOD 


In the Thrill Comedy 
“LEANING ON LETTY” 
“And the audience went wild, 
rollickingly.’’ 
—Linton Martin, Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Wk. Dec. 6, ROYAL ALEXANDER, TORONTO 
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Modern version of the sandal the 
Greek maidens wore...a classic from 
that day to this. Interlaced bands of 
gold or silver kidskin reveal every 
line of your lovely foot as you dance 


*made expressly for i MILLE 
® H 


562 Fifth Ave. 450 Fifth Ave. 


49 West 34th St. 


75 


1552 B'way | 


: | comnelling and clear-cut story of 


d | character to 
; | seem an entirely different being, giv- 


: | formance. 


she appears as a young, 











| son girl, switching from her brake- oe 





/man boy friend to a rising young 
| lawyer, Miss Skinner runs a gamut 
| of characterization which tells a 


| happiness sacrified on the altar of 
| ambition. 

Miss Skinner has the capacity and | 
dramatic understanding of type and | 
make each personage 


| ing variety and sustained interest to 
what in less capable hands might 
have been a colorless two-hour per- 


In well-pointed scenes, the story of 
Edna’s romance, her gradual rise to 
| wealth and position on the crest of 
her husband’s insatiable lust for 
fame, and her final disillusionment, | 
maintains an interest and continuity | 
without once making the lack of 
supporting players felt. All the ele- 
ments of good theatre are met and | 
cavably projected by Miss Skinner. 
The changing scenes are well han- ———— = 
dled by Mr. Oenslager. He uses | 
fraded tormentors and a back panel 
of neutral color, utilizing simple sug- | 
gestions of background and a few | 
pieces of furniture, cleverly placed. | 
Business opening night was near | 


capacity. Burm. | 
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A Sensational Success ! 


ARREN « BRODERICK 


THIRD MONTH IN ENGLAND 
FEATURED WITH 


TOM ARNOLD'S SMASH HIT 


“Switzerland” 


REPRESE 
MILES INGALLS and MARK LEDDY 


NTED BY 


FOSTERS’ AGENCY 
Europe 
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Chi Shuffling Lineup; ‘Women’ 
$17,500, Daughter’ $13,000, Bow Out 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 

With the holidays due the legit 
scene shifts considerably. After 10 
excellent weeks at the Erlanger “The 
Women’ scrammed town and headed 
for St. Louis and the south and west. 
Nothing set for replacement imme- 
diately, though figuring on Helen 
Hayes and ‘Victoria Regina’ shortly 
after Christmas. 
After four big weeks plus, Ameri- 
Theatre Society, ‘Yes, My Dar- 
ling Daughter,’ quit town, with 
‘Doll’s House’ coming in ‘last night 
(Monday) as the third play of the 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 
Guild season, which, by the way, has 
outstandingly successful this 


can 


been 
yeal 
~ ‘Brother Rat’ now in its last 
three weeks in the Selwyn, going out 
on Dee. 18 after a profitable 17-week 
stav. Coming in will be ‘Tovarich,’ 
arriving from the south with Eu- 
genie Leontovich, who has a solid 
rep in this town. 

Federal Theatre stuck another 
brivht feather in its hat last week 
with its production of ‘Devil's Disci- 
ple.’ which drew critical huzzahs and 
public raves. Comes in as a fit run- 
ning mate to the other FTP show, 
Eugene O'Neill’s ‘The Straw.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(15th week). Goes out Dec. 18. Title 
has militated against it with the 
femme patronage, but the play has 


is 


operated consistently in the big 
profits, rarely dropping below the 


five-figure mark. Around $10,000 last 
week, good. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,300: 
$2.75). Blew town on Saturday (27) 
after near-smash business on the 10- 
week run. Got tremendous femme 
play throughout, with over-capacity 
demand on the cheaper seats at all 
times, Show was a natural here and 


looks cinch for coin throughout the | 
Finished to bright $17,500 | 


provinces. 
for 10 performances. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Grand 
(1,300; $2.75). Finished here on Sat- 


urday (27) to excellent business on 
its four-week gallop. Satisfying at 
$13,000 for finale. ‘Doll’s House’ is 


current, 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (43rd week). 
Will finish a year’s run at least on 
the present pace. Advertising for 
Christmas tickets. Goes along week 
after week to fat coin. Again a snap- 
py $12,000 in 10 performances, 

WPA 
‘Devil’s Disciple,” Great Northern. 


Opened Thanksgiving night (25) to 
excellent notices. 
‘The Straw,’ Blackstone. Getting 


‘DOOR’ $11,500, CINCY: 
BIG ‘REGINA’ SALE 


Cincinnati, Nov. 30. 

Joan Bennett in ‘Stage Door’ pulled 
@ profitable $11,500 at the Cox last 
week at a $2.83 top. Biz in last half 
was near capacity. Mark set a sea- 
son’s high for the theatre. Saturday 
matinee, all-time record, was $1,870, 
with 400 persons turned away. 

Fredric March and Florence Eld- 
ridge in ‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ are 
at the Cox this week for a $3.30 top. 
Show has an advance sale that prom- 
ises a better take for the house than 
on ‘Stage Door.’ March's ‘Nothing 
Sacred’ (UA) picture is playing 
against him at the Albee. : 

Helen Hayes, in ‘Victoria Regina, 
is in the Cox next week at $3.39 top. 
Before opening of its advance sale 
today (Tuesday), avalanche of mail 
orders indicated a sellout for all 
performances. 
is the best for Cincy since several 
seasons back for the same Miss Hayes 
in ‘Mary of Scotland.’ Cox is scaled 
for a $25,500 capacity on ‘Victoria.’ 


‘Continued’ Red $5,500, 


‘Richard’ Current, Wash. | 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

Producers Morris Green 
James J. Fero lent the National its 
first taste of red ink this season with 
‘To Be Continued Luella Gear's 
heroic wisecracking received unani- 
mous praise from the crix, but that 


was the total and it didn’t prove 
enough. Heavy sessions of rewrit- 
ing set in after opening night and 


were to continue through lay-off un- 


til Friday's Broadway debut (3). 
Understood here title is to be 
changed to ‘Love in My Fashion.’ 


which local scribes are cracking will 
prevent future reviewers from 
vious chance for punning. 
Current is Maurice Evans 
ard II,’ balconies sold out before 
opening and the orchestra drawing 
first $3.30 top of season, assured of 
comtoitable patronage’ throughout 


‘Rich- 


week. Next week (6) it’s ‘Love of 
Wome ie 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘To Be Continued,’ National (1.- 
697; $2.75). Praise for Luella Gear, 
but little interest in shacy wise- 
cracks upon which plot d_vended: 
week put house in red for first time 


this season, approximately $5,500. 


Claimed the mail biz | 


and | 


ob- | 


+ 





NABS $20,000, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

Billy Rose’s ‘Show of Shows’ got 
a nifty $20,000 for its first week at 
the Curran Theatre here 
got off to a bad start with the cur- 
tain going up 20 minutes late open- 
ing night and the lights going off 
after the first act. Show continued 
after some delay, with only a por- 





tion of the lights working 
Art Frank dropped out of the 
show after the first two perform- 


ances and Jimmy Savo was rushed 
from New York, giving the produc- 


tion a much needed name Rose 
then had union trouble to worry 
about when a representative from 
the American Federation of Actors 


moved in on the company in an at- 
tempt to organize the chorus girls. 

John Galsworthy’s ‘Justice’ opened 
at the Alcazar last Wednesday (24) 
to good biz. Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect had one of its best draws in 
‘Warrior's Husband,’ which closed a 
four-week run at the Alcazar the 
previous Sunday (21). Advance sale 
on ‘Justice’ is good 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Show of Shows,’ Curran (2d week) 
(1,500; 3:30). Billy Rose got plenty 
of publicity for himself and the show 
when the papers blasted the story 
on the Eleanor Holm romance. 
stitution of Jimmy Savo for Art 
Frank after first two performances 
has strengthened the show some- 
what. Playing Sunday nights with 
matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
‘Show of Shows’ nabbed about $20,- 
000 during the nine performances the 
| first week. 

WPA 

‘Justice,’ Alcazar (2d week) (1,269; 
1.10). Play isn’t the money-maker 
for FTP that ‘Warrior’s Husband’ 
was, but will do well enough. 


HAYES: $31,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
All-time legit mark for straight 
|plays went tumbling at the Nixon 
last week when Helen Hayes in ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ turned in a sensational 
gross of nearly $31,000. Previous 
record held by Katharine Cornell 
| was topped by more than six grand. 

Proposed extra mat, vetoed by the 
star, would have boosted take to at 
least $35.000. Miss Hayes preferred 
to keep it at eight performances. 

There wasn’t a single seat to be 
| had all week, with standees increas- 
ing in numbers at every show, reach- 
| ing a peak on Saturday (27), when 
|more than 100 watched ‘Victoria’ on 
their feet. SRO wasn’t sold only 
downstairs, but in balcony and even 
'the gallery as well. Town hasn’t 
seen a crush like it since the old 
| ‘Follies’ days. Show could have 
easily stuck a second week. 

Nixon is currently dark, the first 
time the house hasn't had a show 
| since the season opened in Septem- 
| ber. Looks like the shutters will also 
be up next week, coming down Dec. 
13, when Fredric March comes here 
in ‘Yr. Obedient Husband,’ then go- 
ing up again following stanza, Xmas 
week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Nixon = (2.100° 
$3.30). Nothing like it for a straight 
play in town’s legit history 
of star and show turned the trick. 
breaking all-time record here to get 
around $31,000. House was 
| pletely sold out even before first per- 
| formance. and all that went out 





| standing room. 


DET. ADVANCE POINTS 
TO $30,000 FOR HAYES 


Nov. 30. 
being set here on 
mail order sales for Helen Hayes’ 
‘Victoria Regina. which opens a 
week stand at the Cass theatre, Dec. 
13. House is figured to be sold out a 
week ahead of the play's opening 
i which would mean a wow $30,000 
at $3.30 top. 

. Although the play has 
tised only once 
' box office attaches have developed 
writer's cramps trying to fill mail 
requests. House is trying to work in 
an extra matinee, which if 
ful would boost play's gross over the 
$30.000 mark for a new all-time high. 


Detroit 
New record 


IS 


been advcr- 


several weeks ago, 


success- 


Record is now held by Katharine 
Cornell's ‘St. Joan.” which wa r.o 
davs in advance and clipped off $30,- 

| 000 for the week. 


PITT RECORD 


Combo | 


‘RICHARD’ BANG $18,200, 


come | 


through the window during run was | ‘ 
| Baltimore. Nov. 30. 


ROSE’S ‘SHOW OF SHOWS’ ' 


Girl show | 


Sub- | 


lof the 


59 





‘This Way’ 8G, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 

| Although panned by local cricks, 
| Alice Alexander's ‘Right This Way’ 
| didn’t do so badly last week at the 
|Cass, picking up around $8,000. 
| Nothing to write home about; fact, 
its lowest gross so far this season, 
but pretty fair in view of things. 

Still not ready to hit trek to New 
‘ork, musical’s being held over here 
for second stanza in order to snap it 


up in case Broadway showing is 
carried through. Although house 
ordinarily would have been dark, 


h.o. decision was made on short no- 
tice, and it’s doubtful if show’ll pick 
up any currently. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Right This Way’ (Cass) (2d week) 


. 





_Of last week's two Broadway ar- 
rivals, one, ‘Mice and Men,’ at the! 
Music Box, is an indicated hit. Ex- | 
ceptional press aided the show in 
| climbing to capacity late last week 

It grossed $14,000 in the first seven 

performances. Early this week in- 


dications 


(1,400; $2.75). Accorded two pans $15,000. : pi ms for be pace better ee 
and one okay by local cricks, Alice | | = » aZSINES a gg rae hy of around 
Alexander's initial musical was lucky | $19,000. ‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle, 
to get around $8.000: fai view of | the other entrant, drew an adverse 
things Held for second session to | press and may not stay beyond the 
put it in smoother gear before at- subscription period 
tempting Broadway ; hanksgiving week started lightly 
; : x and not until Friday did busing 
reach holiday proportions Even 
. b | with an added matinee, some shows 
| | Slipped under the eight performance 
| 3 9| level, while a few were able to re- | 
| coup the losses of the early days 


PHILLY B. 0.8 
HEALTHY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 30 
| Philly’s few remaining legit the- 
atres bounced back to some real busi- 
ness last week with the Thanksgiv- 
ing Army-Navy football game com- 
ing along, one day apart, the latter 
half of the week. Perhaps the out- 
standing feature of the comeback 
was the walloping biz turned in by 
‘Fifty-Fifty,’ 50th annual production 
Mask and Wig Club of the 
of Pennsylvania, at the 
theatre. Wiggers’ show 
$30,167, biggest for any of 


University 
Erlanger 
grossed 


| their shows since back in 1925. 








Ed Wynn, after a very wobbly first 
week at the Forrest, didn’t start off 
any too well last week, but gained 
momentum and with the holiday and 
game to give it extra 
‘Hooray for What!’ left in a blaze of 
glory and a $21,000 gross. 

‘The Housemaster’ at the Chestnut 


was the first untried show to do 
much gaining by word-of-mouth. 
English importation had little but 


ATS subscription money first week, 
but went to sellout proportions last 
week to turn in $16,000. 

This week finds the town back in 
the one-house class. That one is the 
Chestnut, where ‘Three Waltzes’ 
bowed in last night to fairish ad- 
vance. Operetta is in for two weeks. 
Forrest re-lights next Monday (6) 
with Maurice Evans’ ‘Richard II’ re- 
vival, and on Friday afternoon (17) 
of his second week, English star will 
give his premiere of ‘Henry IV, 
Part I’ in which he will play Falstaff. 
Erlanger remains dark until Dec. 27, 
when ‘Having Wonderfu! Time’ is an- 


nounced. Neither the Forrest nor 
Chestnut have any other official 
bookings. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Fifty-Fifty,’ Erlanger (1,859; $3). 
Mask and Wig Club’s 50th produc- 
tion grossed a walloping big $30,167, 
best the Club has done since 1925. 
Next show, ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
Dec. 27. 

‘The Housemasier, Chestnut (1,- 
646; $2.50). Word-of-mouth and 
swell notices jumped this one up to 
$16,000 in second and last week after 
ATS subscription was about all it 
had first week. ‘Three Waltzes’ 
opened last night (Monday) for fort- 
night's stay. 


‘Hooray for What!’ Forrest (2,000; 


$3.42). First week very disappoint- 
j}ine but second hit $21,000 House 
|dark this week: ‘Richard II’ next 


| Monday (6) 


‘LIGHTS’ $4,600, BALTO 


Both legit houses were open last 
week to garner holiday trade, 
| Ford's holding up its current 
son’s march to big grosses with a re- 
sounding $18.200 for ‘Richard 
Town went for the Bard in a big 
way, dailies opening up on publicity 
and art and customers lining up for 
every performance. 

Murvland had ‘Behind Red Lights,’ 


Sea- 


Usually the week is a harvest, but it 


| appears that the pre-Christmas slide 


began ahead of schedule this season 
Among the other recent arrivals. 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ appears 
| to have the best chance. Press was 
highly favorable, but business is yet 
| to develop. First full week at the 
| St James was around $9,500 
‘Madame Bovary’ got around $12,000 
at the Broadhurst, not strong con- 
sidering subscriptions (Guild). Three 
other shows were fast flops, ‘Work } 


| is for Horses,’ Windsor: ‘Robin Land- 


plugging, | 





: | this 
with | 


ing,’ 46th Street, and ‘Too Many 
Heroes,’ Hudson, all stopped last 
Saturday (27). ‘The Lady Has a 
Heart’ moved from the Longacre to 


the 46th Street and ‘Many Mansions’ 
shifted from the Biltmore to the 44th 
Street. 

This week’s premieres’ include 
‘Hooray for What!’ at the Winter 
Garden, the first major musical since 
‘Virginia.’ Next week’s incomers are 
‘Siege,’ Longacre, and ‘Something for 
Nothing,’ at a house to be named. 
Abbey Players will offer ‘Juno and 
the Paycock’ and Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner comes to the Little with her new 
one person drama, ‘Edna, His Wife.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitryon 38, Shubert = (5th 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). Subscription 
period ends this week and gross 
should go up; approximating ca- 
pacity at $22,000. 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Majestic (34th 
week ) (M-1,752-$3.30). Slammed 
through to heavy weekend trade | 
which brought gross up to nearly 
$19,000; may go through season. 

‘Barchester Towers,’ Beck (lst 
week) (CD-1,214-$3.30). Presented | 
by Guthrie McClintic: adapted by 
Thomas Job from the Trollope novel: 
opened last night (Tuesday). 

‘Brother Rat,’ National (5lst week) 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Picked up pace and | 
without an added performance regis- | 
tered best gross of fall period; $9,000. | 

‘Brown Sugar,’ Biltmore (1st week) | 
(D-939-$3.30). Presented by George | 
Abbott; written by Bernie Augus; | 


CUT HUB LIST: 
‘WALTZES’ WEAK 


Boston, Nov. 30. 





Three shows left town Saturday } 
(27)—Room Service,’ ‘Three Waltzes’ 
and ‘Love of Women’—and a new | 
one, ‘Housemaster,’ entered the list. | 


With the Christmas slouch beginning | 
to bite into grosses, the three remain- 
ing will have a better chance now 
with lessened competition. 
Opposition from ‘Waltzes’ during | 
its two-week tryout was nil, and the | 
lavish Shubert operetta left town | 
with the curse of very pale patron- 
age on it. ‘Room Service’ completed | 
a nine-week run at the Copley, | 
where the biggest headache was ed- |} 
ucating the public to the location of | 
relighted uptown house. ‘Love 
of Women’ played 10 days, and quit 


| town with an even chance for a fair 


}run on Broadway 


a. I 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Tovarich,’ Shubert (4th week) (1,- 
590: $2.75). FEased off from fine $16.- 
000 to $10,000 Final week 
‘Love of Women,’ Wilbur (1.227; 
|$2.75). Got divided comment from 
press and public, and finished wit} 

atisfactory $8,500 for second and 
final frame 

‘Can't Take It With You,’ P’lym- 
outh (13th week) (1,480: $2.50). No 

ign of fadir till good for $16,000 
Looks t fick indefinitely 

‘Room’ Service,” Copley (1.038: 
$2.50). Had tough sledding because 

f its thestre location, $5.000 for final 


which took a shellacking from the 
crix and reflected its tithe color on | 
|the ledger with a wobbly $4,600. 
|Current week dark, listing only Cor- 
inelia Otis Skinner for two-day en- ! 
gagement in ‘Edna His Wife’ at the 
Auditorium 
Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Richard Wy’ Ford’s (1.988; $3.30) 
Coming through with a wallop. town 
went for Evans and Bard in gala 
tyle. chalkins up a resounding 
$18,200 for the wee! 
| ‘Behind Red Lights.” Maryland 
| (1.570: $1.50). Behind red ink with 
eoing over bv locc.l « x and 1 vn’ 
aitiiude tow’ rd bletant ballvhoo re- 
sulting in a sour $4.600. 


‘Three Waltzes,’ Opera 


ie 


" 


House ¢ 


944- $3.30). Saddest b.o. reaction of 
thi ‘'s entric Paper wi 

videly circulated and ea take wi 

no more than $4,000 for the secorne 
jand closing week, 


Thanksgiving Week Under Normal: 
‘Mice and Men, $14,000, Newest Hit, 
Malachy, $9,500, ‘Yankee’ $12,000 


VARIETY 





principally colored cast drama opens 


fhursday (2). 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St, 
James (3rd week) (C-1,520-$3.30), 
Has not displayed draw expected; 
first full week estimated around 
$9,500. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Miller 
(10th week) (C-944-$3.30) Class 
comedy ha made the yrade and 
hould stick into January: last w«bk 
gross again around $10,000 mark. 


‘George and 
{ 10th week ) 


England 


+ 


Margaret,’ Morosco 
(C-961-$3.3 Also from 
well enough with 
week topfiin;: $8,000: 
‘The Doll’s House’ will 





n 
su). 





faring 
iking last 
leaving 
follow. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ 
(2nd week) (D-914-$3.30). Press not 
favorable and chances of staying 
beyond subscription period not indi- 
cated: around $12,000 first week 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (5th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30 ). One of the newer 
success plays; a party or two at re- 
duced rates but the week’ vross 
coasted to $14.500 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(41st week) (C-961-$3.30) Regis- 
tered best gross since early stage of 
engagement gross going to $9,500 in 
eight performances. 

‘Hooray For What!,’ Winter Garden 
(Ist week) M-1,671-$4.40). Presented 


SOON: 


Guild 


by the Shubert written py Ed 
Wynn, FE. Y. Harburg, Howard Lind- 
ay and Russell Crouse; score by 
Harburg and Harold Arlen; opens 
tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (5th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Broadway’s 
leading grosser; pointed for cleanup 
with the total again over $35,500 in 
nine times (added matinee Thanks- 
fiving ). 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ 46th Street 
(10th week) (CD-1,375-$3.30). Slated 
to close, but moved here suddenly; 
cut rated to $6,000. 

‘Leve in My Fashien,’ Ritz (1st 
week) (C-918-$3.30). Presented by 
Morris Green’and James J. Fero;: 
written by Charles George; opens 


Friday (3), out of town called ‘To Be 
Continued.’ 

‘Madame Bovary,’ Broadhurst (3rd 
week ) (D-1,116-$3.30). Another 
Guild show which may be limited to 
subscription period; rated around 
$12,000 last week, 

‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (6th 
week) (D-1,323-$3.30). Moved here 
from Biltmore; boxoffice weak. with 
clerical drama piling up red; $3,000, 


| estimated. 


‘Merely Murder,’ Playhouse (1st 
week) (D-869-$3.30). Presented by 
Lawrence’ Rivers, Inc. (Rowland 


Stebbins); written by A. E 
from original of Georgette 
opens Friday (3). 

‘Mice and Men,’ Music 
week) (D-1,019-$3.30). Another indi- 
cated hit drama joined the list last 
week; accorded best notices of season 
to date; $14,000 in seven perform- 
ances. 

‘Robin Landing,’ 46th Street. With- 
drawn Saturday (27); played 12 per- 
formances. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (29th week) 
(C-1.059-$3.30). Some performances 
off like most of field early last week: 
finished strongly and approximated 
$15,000 in nine times. 


Thomas 
Heyere; 


Box (2nd 


‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (9th 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Holding to 
great takings and looks cinch into 
warm weather; nine performances 
last week with gross nearly $24 000. 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (10th 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30) Continues 


| to draw excellent attendance; weekly 


takings have been topping $17,000 
| since start 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (49th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Still among 
the best yvrossers on list; extra mati- 
nee last week helped recoup seme 
early weakness; quoted over $16 000. 

‘Work Is for Horses,’ Windsor. 
Yanked Saturday after week and 
one night 

‘Tobacen Road,’ Forrest (20?th 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65) Drew better 
busines last week than Tharks- 
giving week one year ago; quoted 
at better than $6,000. 


‘Too Many Heroes,’ Hudson. Closed 
Saturday (27); played two week 


‘Yes My Darling Dauvchter,’ Van- 
derbilt (42nd week) (C-804-$3.30). 
, One of the laugh holdovers with en- 


gavement indicated to be indefinite: 
areind $9.000 and profitable 


‘You Can't Take It with You? 
300th «= t5Ist) week) (C-708-$3.30) 
Rated in top demand in agencies 
late Inst week: laugh how also 
mniaved nine time and got over 


£16,000 
Revivais 


‘Julius Caesar,’ Mercury (Comedy): 
packing “em int over $7,000 at $2.20 
ton end without ads in dailic 

Abbev Players, Ambassade having 
nrofit' ble engavement; ‘The i 
(5 mn’ current bill 

‘The Fireman's Flame,’ American 
Music Halli: cabaret mele 

WPA 
‘Processional,’ | 
le 


Eucene O'Neill playlets; Lafi 
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March of Time's F oreign Censorship 
Headaches: How Time and Life Work 


Unlike picture companies which 
resard che foreign market as profit, 
after expenses are paid off via do-| 
mestiec distribution, March of Time | 
uses its foreign offices primarily to} 
insure better coverage. So states | 
Richard de Rochemont, managing di- 
rector of March of Time, Ltd., who} 
arrived in New York last week from 
Enzland for a short visit. He fur-| 
ther veniured the opinion that this 
is probably the condition generally 


prevailing in the newsreel industry. | 
(M@®.T. classes itself a newsreel, and 
is currently disputing Screen Ac- 


tors Guild contention that its actors 
should join that organization.) 
Richard dé Rochemont is a brother 


of the prexy of M.O.T., Louis, and 


heads up not only the European 
offices of the picture company, 
but also the London and Paris 
offices of Time, Inc., which have 
42 employes. Asked about the | 
censorship problems met in dis-| 
tributing M.O.T., he diffe -entiated | 


between British and French censor- | 
ship declaring the first to be more 
concerned with morals and libel, the 
French mostly with national defense 
and international relations. He stated | 
it was usually considered practical | 
to have government approval for | 
everything, especially on the conti- | 
nent, as it avoids squawks from in- 
dividuals. In France for example. 
a release might offend a politically 
conscious exhibitor easily as there 
are more than a dozen parties. Cen- 
sorship, he declared, was increasing 
due to fear of war. The general in- 
clination is not to show pics which 
will stir up people too much. 

Currently, he stated, it’s very hard 
to sell shorts in England as double | 
features prevail in the approximate | 
4,000 pix houses. M.O.T., now in its | 
third year, is shown in 1,400 British 
picture houses. It also goes into | 
about 300 French houses. 


There are two European versions, 
the English and the French. Former 
goes to Egypt and Palestine as well | 
as England. The French version is 
shown in Belgium, Switzerland, No. 
Africa, Syria and Greece. Raymond 
Destac impersonates the French | 
voice of Time. No use trying to get 
into Germany or Russia, he stated, | 
but eveh if possible there would be 
little point as no revenue can be 
withdrawn from those countries. 

Only subject tossed out to date 
from M.O.T. reel by the English was 
coverage of Father Divine, as that | 
violated English blasphemy laws, | 
since Divine claimed he was God, | 
and Deity must not be mentioned on 
English screen. 


Rochemont is a former newspaper- | 


man, and was with the N. Y. Sun | Ine, 


for a time after he left Harvard. He | 
also had a brief career as an actor. 
After being foreign editor for Fox) 


in N. Y. he became head of the Fox | 
French newsreel in Paris, a post he | 
had for three and a half years. From | 
there he went to M.O.T. He returns | 


to England Dec. 8. 


London M.O.T. staff headed up by 
de Rochemont includes William 
Siebert, H. Maurice Lancaster, 
James S. Hodgson, Denis Scanlan. 
Humphrey Swingler, Jack Cotter, 
Jr., George Benson, James H. S 
Moynahan, Rita Andre, Nancy Pes- 
sac, Miss Higgins,. Arthur Green, 
Gwendolyn Rose, Norah Alexander 
and John Owens. 

Paris M.O.T. staff is headed up by 
John Mansfield, formerly Near East 
manager for 20th-Fox, and includes 
Yvonne Oberlin, Gilbert Comte, Jean 
Pages, Maureen Peschansky, Marce] 
Paulis, Marcel Rebiere, Raymond 


| crash 


| made : 
'Paul Block’s morning Post-Gazette | ing prostie in 


| but dropped Universal Service Nov. 


| So 


| far she doesn’t have another 
| Pittsburgh outlet, since Hearst 
|sheet here, Sun-Tele, is an _ aft- 


|}ernoon and Parsons goes with the 
|morning clients. 


| Gazette, 
| Sidney 


Echlin, who is now in Time editorial 


| offices in N. Y. 


The mag editorial _ staff, 
M.O.T. jurisdiction | 
Walter Graebner, 
Kenneth Johnstone, Carmela Koenig. | 
in London, and Raymond Dior, Ju- 
lian Behrstock and John Tobler, in 
Paris 

Life’s London staff, also unde1 
M.O.T., is headed by A. K. Mills. 
with David Ritchie as asst. Others 


Time 
which is under 
abroad, includes 


are Helen Ritchie, John Philips, 
Laurence Audrain and A. Foss. 
Paris Life staff includes Olivia 


Chambers and Isaac Kitrosser. 


Look Not Seized 

Look was not seized in the recent 
Queb*c raids on ‘immoral mags. 
Stated that it was not on the pro- 
scribed list gotten up by Alder- 
man Philemon Garneau, but it some- 
how turned up on the police list, 
apparently added unofficially. It’s | 
further stated by Look officials in 
’. Y., however, that no copies were 
actually seized, and that Alderman 
Garneau took the trouble to write 
Look mag_ stating that it was} 
never intended the mag should be 
confiscated. 

Quebec newsdealers are accustomed | 
to these raids from time to time, and | 
usually duck the mags which they | 
think might be questionable under 
the courter if they get tipped off in| 
time. Church influence is generally | 
understood to be back of official | 
censorship activities. 








Fidler Crashes Pittsburgh 
After trying unsuccessfully tw 
the Pittsburgh newspaper 
Jimmie Fidler’s Hollywood 

syndicated by McNaught, 
the grade last week when 


field, 
column, 


picked it up. 
Paper for the last 10 years has | 
been using Louella Parsons’ stuff 


15 and with it the Parsons chatter. 


She’s; being car- 
ried Sunday, however, in Sun-Tele. 
Hollywood daily column line-up in 
Pittsburgh now is Fidler in Post- 
Ed Sullivan in Press and | 
Skolsky and Harrison Car- | 
roll in Sun-Tele. 








Magazines Out of Biz 
Beacon Magazines, Inc., 


Detective, 
Handicraft, 


Inc., Mechanics and 
Inc., Beverly House, 
and Rugby House, Inc., have 


jall been dissolved, according to no- 


| tices filed with the Secretary of 
State by Attorney Robert A. Pines. 

Listeners Digest, Inc., New York, 
has also dissolved, a notice to Sec- 
retary of State indicates. 





Guild Asked to Bide Time 


Los Angeles Newspaper Guild 
negotiators this week reported steady 
progress toward rapprochement with 
the Manchester Boddy Morning and 
Evening News with likelihood that 
substantially the same contract as 
that signatured with the Herald- 
Express will be arrived at. Bob 
Smith, Boddy general manager, and 


Bill Powell, watchdog of the ex- 
chequer, are parleying for the man- 
agement. 


Smith has informally pledged the 
Guildsmen that such is his love for 
editorial toilers that in another year 
or so when the papers are wallow- 





Chaumeret and Solange Croux. 

Mobile M.O.T. unit which picks up | 
personnel as required is headed by | 
S. R. Sozio, formerly French news 
editor for Paramount. 

Americans in the London M.O.T. 
office including Time and Life edi- | 
torial employes include Richard de} 
Rochemont, A. K. Mills, Walter 
Graebner, Denis Scanlan and James | 
H. S. Moynahan. Those in Paris are 
John Mansfield, Olivia Chambers, 
Julian Behrstock, John Tobler and 
S. R. Sozio. 

System of exchanges is worked out 
so that Americans can work in the, 
offices abroad while French and 
English M.O.T. workers come here. | 


Currently exchangec are James 
Moynahan, script writer who is in| 
England, while Edgar Anstey, direc- 


tor of M.O.T. British production is! 
working here. Similarly Walter | 
Graebner of Time's Chicago editorial | 
staff goes to London as chief cor- 
respondent there replacing Erland 





| touch 


| lineage. 


| probably 
i jnonths. 


ing in clover he expects to pay his 


| men loftier coin than any rival rag. 


Just now, he pleads, the going is 
because advertising rates 
haven't caught up with circulation or 
Guild starts negotiations 
with the Glendale News-Press next 
week. 





A. P. Into Radio City 
Associated Press is 
move into Radio City. 
will not be 


Actual move 
for 10 or ll 


P. probably will go into the 
RCA building or recently completed 
Pan-American structure on 48th and 


149th streets. 


A Gag 
Whether by chance or in conscious 
irony a great many American and 
British foreign correspondents sta- 
tioned in Rome live on a street 
named ‘Via di Propaganda.’ 


Metro- | 
| politan Magazines, Inc., the Phantom 


| held out steadily 


| publishers 


Pittsburgh 


| sonage wanted 





planning to | 


‘Montana, 











Literary Arithmetic 


Boston, Nov. 30. 

Unique angle of the book fair, 
recently conducted in Boston 
Herald-Travelcr building. At the 
conclusion of the Fair, attended 
by 10,000, it was found that 
that there were more volumes 
on the display shelves. than 
were shown on the original in- 
ventory at the opening. 

Might indicate that Boston- 
ians are supremely honest, but 
wise guys in trade say that 
some of the smaller publishers 

chiseled to the extent of slip- 
ping in a few of their own vol- 
umes during the Fair. 











Strike Crisis in Pittsburgh 


Only last-minute capitulation of 
management on a couple of points 
stopped Pittsburgh’s first major 
| newspaper editorial strike last week. 
Hearst Sun-Telegraph, only one of 
three Smoky City sheets which 
hadn’t signed contract with Guild, 


against immediate 
dismissal bonus proviso and_ unit 
called a walkout vote, which would 
have carried overwhelmingly. Guild 


|make public no specific 


Dexter Fellows’ Straw Hats 


| Late Dexter Fellows, top circus 
| Press agent who died in Hatties- 


burgh, Miss., last Friday (26), told | 
|friends about a bargain his wife} 
| had purchased for him last fall. She 


bought three straw hats for 27c. each 
at a New York department store 
and put them away. 

| He was to have used the straws 
iin Florida this winter and on tour 


| 
i next summer. 





Westchester ‘Lewd’ Warning 


Magazine wholesalers and distribu- 
tors in Westchester County, N. Y., 
have been warned by District Attor- | 
ney Walter A. Ferris of 
Plains, that deliveries of obscene 
magazines to county newsstands 
must stop by today (1) or dealers 
may expect to be taken 
Grand Jury. 

Section 1141 of the N. Y. State 
Penal code, according to Ferris has 
adequate provisions under which 
authorities may prosecute for sales 
of obscene mags. While he would 
magazines, 
he stated that he had certain pub- 


| lications in mind which he thought 


| Explained 


Uffices, figuring flock of releases | 
were inevitable following ultimate 
signing of contract, demanded 


bonuses for men slated to go, with 
asking that stipulation 
await the general revision in staff. 

Couple of execs from Guild head- | 
| quarters came in from New York to 
help matters out, but for 24 hours 
{got nowhere at all, with strike | 
scheduled to go into effect Thanks- | 
giving Day. Units of other 


papers had already 


| 


| 


two | 


| passed motions to aid strikers finan- 


| cially and word was passed around | 
| to Guildsmen to 
/ picket duty 


stand ready 
when Sun-Tele man- 
agement offered a compromise 
which was accepted. 
N. Y. Post’s Scoop 

Finding of Beverly Reynolds, miss- 
Mason City, Ia., by 
the N. Y. Post is the second news- 
paper discovery, of a missing per- 
y the law this year. 
Last big case, with similarities, was 
that of Robert Irwin, who surrend- 
ered to the N. Y. Mirror. This case 
differs, however, from that of the 
Mirror in that 
find the missing witness who was 
wanted to testify in the trial of Nick 
N. Y. vice-czar. 
To reveal how ‘simple it was’ and 
also also to show up District At- 
torney William C. Dodge, the Post 
published wires and verbatim tele- 
phone conversations to show how the 
trick was done. Dave Kaufman, re- 
porter on the Mason City Globe- 
Gazette, located the missing prostie. 
He is Variety's Mason City mugg. 





Schofield’s Museum Comish 


New York Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, planning to add a new wing 
to portray the development of the 
West, has requested Paul Schofield, 
screen scrib who collabed on the 
script of ‘Wells Fargo’ for Para- 
mount, to make a survey and submit 
ideas. Museum wants to stress ve- 
hicular and transportation exhibits, 
also residence interiors, weapons, 
furniture, decor if any, ete, 


New Publications 

Picture, a new monthly publica- 
tion is now scheduled to appear on 
Dec, 28. First issue will be dated 
February and contain 52 pages, cov- 
ering sociological, psychological 
and human interest subjects, with 
some text. Mass circulation is aimed 
at with mag selling for 10 cents and 
being in Saturday Evening Post 
format. No ads for the first issues. 

Editor and vice-president is John 
V. Tarleton with J. Paschall Davis, 
president. Others associated are 
Frank L. Sharpe, general manager, 
and J. G. Barth, treas. Albert L. 
Cole, president of Popular Science 
Publishing Co., J. Sterling Getchell 
and William B. Benton are directors 
and among the stockholders in the 
new corporation, 

Azor is the title of a new monthly 
canine mag which will be published 


Parents Magazine. 


Automobile and 
published by H. H. Dixon & Co. in 
Chicago, is a switch in title from 
Trailer Travel. 

Ski Fever is a new one-shot mag 
published by the Open Road for 
Boys in Boston, and priced at 50 
cents. Another one-shotter 


Trailer Travel, 





Your Future for 1938, 


the Post set out to} 


for | 


ViNs.. & 





| 
| 


| had been convicted on 190 


could be successfully prosecuted. 
that his office would 


handle prosecutions in 


difficulty in getting convictions when 
faced by highly paid defense attor- 
neys. 


Wholesalers and distributors were | 


warned first, it was stated, but 
owners of stands will be prosecuted 
if they offer magazines which 
D.A. considers obscene or lascivious. 

It was further stated by Ferris 
that Terence A. Brady, president of 
the Yonkers (Sunday) Record Corp. 


under the penal code last summer. 


Eagle Mediation Talks 


Arthur Mayer, who settled the 
Transport Workers’ strike 
against the BMT, is currently 


ing preliminary talks with the 


Brooklyn Eagle management and the | 


Newspaper Guild pointing toward 


settlement of the strike by the N. Y. | 


State Mediation Board. 


Those working at the Eagle have | 
requested a National Labor Relations | 


Board election and announced that 
they will attempt to restrain pub- 
lisher M. Preston Goodfellow from 
negotiating with the Guild. 

Request for an injunction to re- 
strain secondary picketing was 
brought by Mlle. Reif, beautician, 
to prevent strikers rrom picketing 
her establishment. Decision was re- 
served by Supreme Court Justice | 
Meier Steinbrink. 





Carroll Case as Critic 
Carroll Case, son of Frank Case, 





|in Indianapolis, It will sell for 35 
cents, 

Mothers’ Manuai is a new pocket | 
size mag issued by the publishers of | 


is Dell's | 


proprietor of the Algonquin hotel, 
henceforth will be the drama critic | 
for Judge, succeeding George Jean 
Nathan. Mag was sold last week by 
Monty Bourjaily, former head of the 
United Feature Syndicate, who 
bought the magazine after the rights 
to the title Life were sold to Time, 
Inc. Bourjaily also published Mid- 
Week Pictorial for a time after pur- 
chasing it from the N. Y. Times. He 
gave that up earlier this year. 

Harry Newman, the new  pub- 
lisher, was the first president of | 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. in 1927. 
Few changes in policy are planned | 
immediately at Judge, except that | 
political, golf and drama _ depart- 
ments will be strengthened, 


Professional Danger 


Bert Dahlgren, sports editor of 
Spokane Press, was socked in jaw at 
recent boxing match when _ irate 
spectator mistook him for one of the 
judges. Dahlgren did not get chance 
to return blows when struck un- 
aware, 

Haled offender into police court 
where man was fined $10 and ordered 
to pay for repair work on scribe’s 
teeth, 


Spokane Newsstand Test 
Spokane arrested woman news- 
dealer for selling Bedtime Stories, 
sexy mag. 
Trial set for Dec. 3. It will be test 





case. P.-T.A. and other groups have 
been campaigning for city censor- 
ship of newsstands to fight lewd 





literature, but so far 
gotten anywhere, 


drive has not 


| 


Federated Chartered 
Federated News Syndicate. 

New York City, has been chartered 

| by the Secretary of State to deal in 


| news items and photographs. Has | 

| a capital stock of $20,000, par value 

|; Of each share being $50 

| Directors are Pauline Kis, Murray 
Gerwitz and Sidney M. Appel, all of 

| New York. 


White | 


before the | 


the future | 
| because in the past local police had 


the | 


counts | 


hav- | 


Inc., | 


——— 


| LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


Martin C. Brennan, dean of tra le 
newspapermen, died in Sydney, Noy. 
7, aged 59. He was for many years 
editor of Everyones and left this 

publication some years ago to found 
the opposition Film Weekly, Stricken 

by a serious illness he was forced to 
bow out of active executive work 
and the reins were taken over by 
Eric Solomon with Frank Hill han- 
dling the editorial end. 


Only a week before a deal was 
| consumated whereby Everyones 
| merged with Film Weekly, under the 
| direction of Eric Solomon = and 
Archer Whitford. Provision was 
made to protect the interests of the 


Brennan family. 

George R. Weintraub, 44, who had 
been day city editor and recently 
Sunday editor of the Atlantic City 
Press and Union since leaving Phila 


delphia 17 years ago. died of a heart 


attack at his home on Nov. 25 
| Weiatraub vwas also VARIETY cor- 


respondent in Atlantic City. 

Claude H,. Kendall, 46, former pub- 
lisher was found dead last Thursday 
at Madison Hotel in N. Y. Following 
the autopsy police declared that he 
was murdered. Body, which was 
| battered and bruised was found with 
a bed sheet loosely wrapped around 
the neck. 


| Kendall, who discovered  suct 
|; writers as Tiffany Thayer had re- 
cently been associate editor fo 


James T. White & Co., publishers by 
whom he had been employed before 
| opening his own firm. 

Clarence Kendall, business man- 
| ager of the Watertown (N. Y.) Times 
and a brother of the deceased, took 
the body to Watertown. Also sur- 
| vived by his 78 year old mother. 
Francis J. Reynolds, 70, director of 
| the readers’ research bureau of the 
| Crowell Publishing Co., and former 
| reference librarian of the Congres- 
| sional Library in Washington, died 
at the home of Mrs. Frank A. Quack- 
| enbush, his daughter, in Shrewsbury, 
|N. J., on Nov. 27. 

| It was he who arranged with 
Charles W. Eliot, president of Har- 
vard for the publication of the Har- 
vard Classics by P. F. Collier & Son. 
He also edited numerous histories 
and encyclopedias and wrote the 
‘History of the U. S. Navy.’ 


CHATTER 
Sheean working on a 


- Vincent 
novel. 
| Lulu Vollmer in Atlanta at bedside 
of sick father. 

Scudder Middleton now associate 

| editor of Stage mag. 

| Elliot Paul’s new novel to be pub- 
|lished next spring titled ‘Quadrille.” 
| Modern Age Books publishing the 

WPA’'s ‘1938 Almanac for New 
| Yorkers.’ 

Aubrey Wisberg on a six weeks’ 
|trip to Georgia and Florida. Will 
work on a new book. 

American Newspaper Guild office 
staff tossing a studio party for Spain 
next week (4). First one by the 
ANG office gals. 

John Steinbeck working on a new 
novel dealing with the Dust Bowl. 
Is currently hiding away in a Sierra 
Mountains cabin. 

Advertising and Selling will switch 
|over from a fortnightly publication 
to a monthly starting Jan. 5. Format 

will be enlarged. 

Phil Berg and Bert Allenberg, Inc, 
| closed deal with Ann Watkins, New 
| York literary agent, to handle her 
clients for film sales. 

Virginia Roehl Display News 
| Service, Inc., New York city, has 
changed its name to Virginia Roehl, 
Inc., according to papers filed with 
the Secretary of State. 

John Hayes, assistant production 
manager of WOR, and Horace Gard- 
ner, author of juve tomes, have just 
completed ‘Both Sides of the Micro- 
phone,’ book on radio to be pub- 
lished Jan. 20 by Lippincott. 
| Sid Skolsky’s film column out of 
the Los Angeles Examiner and into 
the Hollywood Citizen-News because 
_scrib disapproved editing he got from 
| the Hearst sheet. Move oked by Joe 
Connolly, King Features chief, un- 
der Skolsky’s ticket. 

‘Final Lightning,’ poem by James 
F. Warren, Atlanta high school Eng- 
lish tencher, which won Poetry So- 
cieiy of America’s first monthly 
prize award last May, has also won 
for rhymester society's annual prize 








,of $109. Poem was published in 
; summer issue of North America: 
| Review. 

Hearst’s Atlanta eorgian and 


Sunday American has gone ‘stream- 
, line’ in type dress. Introduction of 
| Erbar 
dominant in change, supplanting 
heavy gothic faces, softening appear- 
ance of sheet considerably. There's 


“ liberal use of Tempo and Kabel 
Another change is carrying over 
lof daily style into Sunday American 


too. 


style type for heads is pre-. 
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to hospital for operation. 

Una Wyte (Mrs. Lee Mortimer, 
Mirror) singing at the Queen Mary 
now. 


Jackson Parks now eastern p.a. for | 


Dave Selznick, under Russell Bird- 
well. 

Even Abe, the elevator op at the 
New Amsterdam, is reading scripts 
these days. 


Maurice McKenzie, exec assistant | 


to Will Hays, back from brief trip | 
to the Coast. 
‘Tom Waller snagged a 10-pound 


cod while fishing Thanksgiving Day | 


off Long Island. 

Theatrical Square Club 
hands) giving 50 Xmas 
theatrical needy. 

Charles Reed Jones now produc- 


baskets to 


tion manager of Republic Pictures’ | 


advertising dept. 

Tommy Dorsey's weekend house- 
warming in Bernardsville, N. J., to 
preem his new manse, 

Frances Langford flies back to the 
Coast Dec. 8 to jump back into her 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ spot. 

Amy Alexander and Robert Joseph 
have joined the George D. Lottman 
publicity office in Hollywood. 


Mrs. David Freedman, widow of 
the stage and radio scripter, now do- 
ing publicity in the Shubert press 


dept. ' i 
‘Big apple’ and ‘little peach’ are 
new dessert creations, under French 


tags, in the eastside eateries, after 
dances of same name. 


Richard Himber, who joins Arthur 
Murray’s Big Applers at the Essex 
House, proves by his terping that 
he's a better batoneer than a shag- 
dancer. 

Cancellations of winter cruise 
boats has left lge-of-the-party ship- 
board m. c.’s out on the limb unless 


new schedules for winter sailings 
are made. 

Harry Richman to Miami until 
mid-December. Just got back from 
London. Due back in N. Y. for a biz 
huddle with Seymour Weiss, New 
Orleans hotel exec. 

Horse named 3 Ritz Brothers 
finally broke the ice, winning at 
Bowie last Friday. Nag ‘Room 


Service’ lost 23 starts then won next 
two. Cast of show won on him. 

Louis Chatain, French film 
licist, arrived in 
stay in the U. S. until Dec. 26, when 
he will accompany back to Europe 
Arthur Loew, Metro's foreign chief. 

The International Casino has so 
sloughed the Paradise and Holly- 
wood, these spots are planning hypo 
shows to offset the tough opposish. 
Cotton Club alone holding up against 
the I. C. 

After covering the opening of the 
play, ‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ in 
Cincinnati Monday (29), Myron Selz- 
nick will open his New York agency 
office and about two weeks from now 
return to the Coast. 

Billy Rese, back on Broadway, is 
doing a shrinking violet act, depre- 
cating all the Fannie Brice-Eleanor 
Holm publicity and dismissing it that 
‘the newspapers must be pretty hard 


up for news to give me all that 
space.’ 
Harry Hershfield admits liking 


Hollywood, but he doesn't like to be 
in any place which makes him want 
to be back in N. Y. more. So he’s 
compromising—he's back in N. Y. 
Expects to do a London quickie to 
finish out his Metro contract. 
Connie de Pinna, daughter of 5th 
avenue merchant, did the costume 
designs for ‘Three Waltzes’ (Shubert) 
and also ‘Jubilee’ (Sam Harris) some 


years back. In between she retired 
to London, ‘Waltzes’ marking her 
active comeback to show biz since 


divorcing John Huston. 


It was inevitable: Ed Sullivan is 
now Metro-payrolled, via the Hal 
Roach studios, as a writer. The 


Daily News’ erstwhile Broadway and 
now Hollywood columnist always 
Vas:very friendly with the Loew- 
Meiro bunch, and it was figured by 
the locals that Sullivan would wind 
up doing a Winchell while out there, 


#s a film actor. Instead, Sullivan's 
starting via the writing route, but 
also retaining his News col. 


Sydney 


Vagues’ (UA) got away to a grand 
Siart. 


ATG 11i- nemo > —_— P Wise? { 
Williamson-Tait report good DUSi- | 


ness will ‘Balalaika’ in Melbourne. 

Charles Munro. Hoyts, will make 
a tour of South Australia after 
lorian 0.0. 


Stanley Crick, Fox boss. in Vic- | 


toria to see his horse make bid for 
Melbourne Cup. 


Ail radio chains have been playing 


old-time tunes made popular during | 


the Jast big conflict. 

Said that Bernie Freeman is look- 
£ for more theatres in other spots 
to build ‘up Metro chain, 


Uni has launched big exploitation 


mn 


(deck- | 


pub- | 
N. Y. Monday, to| 


Vice | 


|Dean and Sir Ben Fuller for spot- 
lting of the Montague revue in for- 
|mer’s Mayfair, Sydney, this Yuletide. 
| House currenthy playing pic policy. 
Fay Compton seems assured of a 
| good season in Melbourne with ‘Vic- 
|toria Regina’ for Williamson-Tait 
It’s also hoped that Katharine Cor- 


inell will come this way next yeai 
;} lor same management. 
Sir Ben Fuller is making trips to 


New Zealand to protect his interests 
there from any invasion from other 
Australian interests. Said that Hoyts 
would very much like to extend 
chain throughout the Dominion. 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 


sion is reviving old-time musicals 
| with Gladys Moncrieff and Alfred 
Frith. ‘Katinka’ and ‘The Country 


Girl’ went very well with public, and 
others are being presented every two 
| Weeks. 

| Lioyd Hughes will return home 
| this month after making two pix for 
Cinesound, ‘Lovers and Luggers’ and 
‘Eroken Melody. Next to go on 
| floor at studio will be a comedy fea- 
turing George Wallace. revue 
| comedian. 


local 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Oscar Levant home from N. Y. for 
a few days to see the family. 

Sonja Henie’s ice show booked into 
Duquesne Garden for January. 

Billy Yates’ dotter, Joy. celebrated 
fifth birthday on Thanksgiving. 
| Abe Walker, of Al Marsico’s band, 
and Sally Nibble nearing the altar. 

Harry Kalmine’s frau named pres- 
ident of Variety Club’s femme aux- 
iliary. 

Hughie Barrett, band leader, in 
|town for holidays, returning soon to 








Miami. 

Elmer Kenyon out ahead of the 
|Miriam Hopkins play, ‘Wine of 
| Choice.’ 
| Dave Broudy improving steadily 
jand should be back on the job 
| shortly. 
| Grand National exchange moved 


| into new Film Row 
day (29). 

Lou Gittleson in N. Y. doing sales 
promotion for Park Central, Cocoa- 
nut Grove. 

Ira Cohn testimonial dinner 
Monday (6) a sellout with around 
500 expected. 

With Nixon dark this week. treas- 
urer Arthur Low is visiting the 
family back east. 

Arturo Vercesi, former nitery op- 
erator, has opened a cafe next door 
to the Enright theatre. 

Boy Foy made such a hit at Va- 
riety Club banquet Harry Kalmine 
booked him into Stanley. 


quarters yvester- 


at William Penn’s Hurdle and Halter 
Room after Hollywood visit. 

Bob Claymans (Ruby 
back from Manhattan honeymoon 
and housekeeping at Morrowfield. 





morrow night. 
Home-towner Dorothy Francis hit 
town with a unit at Par. 


Robert Edmond Jones lectured 
here on ‘Color in Pictures.’ 
Henry L. Mencken turned ’em 





away at recent Yale lecture. 


| Ben Cohen chattered on show biz 
| to Council of Theatre Patrons. 
| Lew Schaefer warming up the 
| bowling arm for winter hobby. 

Yale Dramat will tour with ‘— and 


i for Yale’ during Xmas holidays. 
| Rita Rogers. Doris and Billy Dono- 
ivan into Hotel Garde floor show. 
Par has cancelled ‘Cafe Interna- 
| tional’ unit originaly set for Dec. 9. 
Sarah Washington. Heather Angel's 
maid. stricken with pneumonia here. 
Yale Dramat will tow during 
| Xmas season with ° and for Yale. 
Dorothy Frances came hi 
tive heath here with 
| week. 


to na- 


turve unit Jast 


me 


Yale drama dept.’s next production 


will be ‘Coronation. directed by 
James Michael. 

Walter Prichard Eaton guest 
cpeakered joint service clubs on 


| Thanksgiving customs. 


Rubinoff ) | 


Merritt Hulburd here on holiday. 

' Larry Adler unit did $9,000 at 

Empire, Glasgow, record of the show. 
Alfred Black, son of George Black, 

back from two-months trip to West 

Indies. 


‘The Last Siraw’ closed at Com- 
edy Nov. 13, after six and a half 
weeks. 

The Owen McGiveneys expecting 
an addition to the family in De- 
cember. 

Hans Rehfisch and James Agate 
revising ‘I Accuse’ before transfer to | 


West End. 
Union Cinemas dropped 120 em- 


ployees as soon as John Maxwell 
took charge. 

David Bernhard, chairman of 
Union Cinemas, who died recently, 


left $400,000. 

Archie de Bear has sold a book on 
his life story. It will be published 
by Hutchinson. 

To cut overhead at 
Wales, management is 
Collette Lyons. 

Palestine Habima Players 
menced season at Savoy with 


ot 
out 


Prince 
letting 


com- 
‘The 


; Dybbuk,’ Nov. 15. 


Theatrical fortunes: Sir Johnstone 
Forbes-Robertson, $1,000,000; May 
Henderson, $60,000. 

Noel Coward, John C. Wilson and 
William McFadden in a huddle at} 
the Ivy restaurant. 

Ralph Neale and Kenneth Horne 
scripting ‘Almost a Honeymoon’ by 
Walter Ellis at Welwyn. 

Leo McCarey, Tom Geraghty, Dave 


Bader and Archie Mayo in hectic 
discussion on new Film Act. 
During Irving Asher’s stay in, 


Hollywood, Teddington Studios will 
close down for annual overhaul. 
Two big pantomime productions in 
West End Christmas: ‘Cinderella’ at 
Princess and ‘Puss in Boots,’ Ly- 


}ceum. 


next 


| at the Shaftesbury. 


Mutie Troter palm-reading again | 


| 


| 


Moss Hart and George S. 
man’s ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
televisioned from Alexandra 
Dec. 6. | 

Heinesmann to publish “Mara the 
Gypsy’ January, 1938. Author Nico- 
lai Gubsky wrote novel with eye on 
Hollywood. 

Stewart and Olive, former Ameri- 
can hoofing team, now doing gab- 
bing act under monniker of Le Roy 
and Brown. 

Robert Taylor’s next picture will 
probably be adaptation of Francis 


Kauf- 
to be 
Palace 


Brett Young’s latest novel, ‘They 
Seek a Country.’ | 

British Actors Equity to hold 
meeting in Birmingham Dec. 2 to 


discuss Provincial Theatre Council, 
similar to London. 

W. P. Lipscomb’s ‘Ninety Sail’ 
changing its title to ‘Thank You, Mr. 
Pepys’ when it succeeds ‘Crazy Days’ 


Russell and Marconi got another 
vear's extension from the Home Of- 
fice, and will be staying on with 
Stanelli’s Stag Party. 

Brian Michie, producer of variety | 
for British Broadcasting Corp., will | 
become a stage performer, under di- 





action against Harry Pease if he per- | 


sists in spreading it around that he 


is the writer of ‘Greatest Mistake of | 


My Life.’ 


Ronald Adam plans to turn the 
Phoenix into permanent repertory 
theatre for three-week revivals of 
successes, commencing. with ‘Kiss for 


Cinderella.’ 

Connery Chappell, the Sunday Dis- 
patch film and Jegit critic, and for- 
merly with Variety, London, is re- 
signing. to take up post with Warnei 
Bros. he i’ 

Ch: Forsvthe (Forsythe, 
mon and Farrell) opening an eatery 


Sea- 


rlie 


in Cranbourn Sireet opposite the 
head offices of General Theatre 
Corporation 

John C. Wilson's production ‘You 
Can't Take it with You’ opens at 
Opera House, Manchester, Dec. 14 


coming to the Phoenix Theatre fo! 
Westend run 

Executive Council of recently 
formed British Band leade meeting 


A ociation of Briti h Sons Writers 


to listen to latter's plea to bet better 
break from former. 
Georges Banyai. who, with his 
father are Gilbert Miller's Continen- 
) tal representatives, off to N. Y. and 


transigeant’ 


Arthur Riscoe as leading man, with | 
June Knight or Frances Day oppo- | 
site. 

Elizabeth Meehan preparing 
script for the next filmusical which 
Stanley Lupino and Laddie Cliff are 
to do for Associated British Pictures, 
with shooting to start early in Jan- 
uary 

John Corfield, head of British Na- 
tional 


Films, which is closely asso- 
ciated with Associated British Pic- 
tures, has signatured Betty Driver, 


the pocket Gracie Fields, under long 
verme! 
Jack Wornovsky, booking chief of 


| Rode Mulle, Oslo, back from America 


after lining up 10 acts. Having 
| looked over the field here, off to 
Brussels, Paris and Hamburg for still 
more talent. 

‘Crazy Days,’ the Stanley Lupino- 
Laddie Cliff, which folded at the 
Shaftesbury, spurted jn closing 
week, with Tommy Bostock, lessee 
of the house, wanting to take show 


over. But Lupino refused 

Jack Taylor offered Sandy Powell 
$1,750 per week, with 16 weeks guar- | 
antee and 25% interest in the profits 
to play in his Blackpool show next 


season. But fnglish star turned it | 
down. Douglas Wakefield and _ his 


gang have been signed instead. 
Entire cast of principals of ‘It’s in 
the Bag’ invited to the Embassy Club 
as guests of Benny Ross and Maxine 
Stone who are playing there for in- | 


definite run. Ross and Stone also | 
starring in ‘Bag.’ This is the the first 


time the ritzy Embassy ever 
tended invitation to show crowd 


ex- 


Paris 


Le 


_ Fanny Holtzmann, Metro attorney, 
in from N. Y. 
Helen Ferguson 
weeks in N. Y. 
Mary Morris, London actress 
pcerted at Metro. 
Moe Siegel, Republic prexy 
from N. Y. huddles. 

Mike Mindlin here to set 
preem of ‘Mayerling.’ 
Dick Powell and 
back from Cleveland 
Dan McNeil, veteran stage actor. in 

Good Samaritan hospital. 
Fred §S 


home alter five 
re- 
home 
the Coast 


Joan Bilondell 


Meyer returned from a 
month of Broadway gambol; 
Bobby Breen hosted Flelen Brown, 


daughter of Bill, N. Y. fistic commish. 
Helene Costello convalesecing at 
sanitarium from pulmonary ailment 


Herbert Rosenthal here chinning 
with Art Rush on Columbia Artists 
biz. 

Geoffrey Toye, British legit pro- 
ducer, handing filmtown the pince- 
nez. 

Rosalind Russell hied to Water- 
bury, Conn., for holiday visit with 
her parents 

Patricia ‘H 4.2y Chile’ Wilder has 


returned to Georgia for Christmas 
to see her folks. 

John Nesbit checked in for com- 
mentating chores in Metro's short 


subjects department. 

Charlie Grapewin’'s retirement 
nixed by Metro, which has optioned 
him for another year. 

Geraldine Spreckels planed in 
from Frisco to start her screen act- 
ing under tag of Anna Johns. 

Leon Schlesinger, hopping for 
handed his 170 employees a 
four-day Thanksgiving holiday. 

Charles Farrell sponsoring 
international tennis tournament 


an 
at 


|Palm Springs to be made an annual 


| event. 


Denise Grey off to Egypt 
P. G. Wodehouse in from America. 


Theatre Marigny returning to 
films 

Alice Field injured in auto acci- 
dent. 

Louis Jouvet recovering from in- | 


fluenza. 


Belle Didjah in from Central Eu- 
ropean tour. 

Lyne Clevers out of hospital after 
auto accident. 

Shirley Temple's new 
given art play. 

Admiral Lacaze 
French Academy. 

Mogador revue, starring Mistin- 
guette, shuttering. | 

Last day’s receipts at expo being | 
turned over to Paris poor. | 

Maurice Chevalier doing act with | 
Al Brown for Artists’ Benefit. 

Annabella writing piece for ‘VIn- | 
on American impres- | 

} 


coiffure 


named member 


sions. 

Plaque erected to commemorate 
Louis Daguerre’s 150th birth anni- 
versary. 

Sessue Havakawa has written 


scenario which he'll make 
early in new year. 


Chicago 


into film 


| Dick Stabile and Gracie Barrie are’ rection of Jack Hylton. et 4 — 
| keeping the date a secret, but itl] , ea ae ' Jac ine bac rome, 
| areal be around the middle of | Arthur tracy af aga ere in- | 3i1l Paley in hospital. 
| the snonth terest in Grosvenoi Films which is Jules Greengard back in town. 
| ee ae going through bankruptcy, with Milk Fund Circus getting a good | 
company to reorganize. play. 
James Carney, son of George Car- Clyde McCoy checking in for a 
New Haven ney, quitting ‘It’s in the Bag’ for pic- | few days. 
| ture work, and celebrating the event Bill Stein back after two months’ | 
By Harold M. Bone with a treat for the cast. vacation. | 
a eeeamnaes Phillips Holmes and Otto Kruger Myles oe opening iron hat | 
' ‘key ‘ena b.o. smas to co-star i ssociated British Pic- | 5¢7S°) as Usual. 
Pro hockey at Arena b.o. smash. ae star te As ociate B domes P Jack Leonard leaving for Lon- 
Leo Scillia's mother died here ‘ures filmization of ‘The Housemas- don feat of wuar 
lesen Oe se ter,’ Firth Shepherd West End hit. eae ; 
Nov, 23. | : . | Lou Goldberg in on some Major 
Sam Jaffe piano recital here to- Irwin Dash has threatend to take! Bowes unit bookings. 


Paul Small, William Morris N. Y. 
office cafe chief, in town. j 

Mrs. Sam Cracko- entertained |! 
Sonvhie Tucker at Henrici’s. 

Harry Minturn scheduled for lec- | 
ture on ‘Problems of the Director’ at | 
Jewish People’s 


University, Jan. 12. | 





| Foreign Talent | 





(Continued from pave 1) 


Ruling 


which 


not 


ad- 


cesman aid 
to talent 


mitted under 


po 


apply 


aaes 


Can bet 


the contract labor laws 


if they demon ate distinguished 


merit and have a definite engage- 
ment in view 

reaching Balt 
bearing a passport 


the American 


obst! 


Upon 
Vadasz, 
visaed by 
Paris, 


inquiry b 


Mile. 


properly 


more 
consulate at 
icted by a three-man 
which held she 1 
inadmissible, since no emergency for 
dancers existed. Contact with Wash- 
ingt clarified the 
with ce partme ni 
superiors ordering her to be Jet in. 


was 


yard, 


” minediately 


muddled situation. 


; younger 


(and his son, Jack, went al] the w 


Martha Raye and John Payne re- 
ec vering from injuries’ received 
when stairway rail gave way on set 
of Par’s ‘College Swing.’ 

Tex Ritter set for a 
South starting Dec. 6 
by Snub Pollard, 
Darling White 
Stewart. 

George Archainbaud 


p.a. tour in 
accompanied 
Augie Gomez, 
Cloud and Austiyg 


slashed with 


ia kris tossed by Dorothy Lamour at 
| Ray Milland in ‘Her Jungle Love.’ 
due to Miss Lamour turning ankle 
zs she pitched, 

Al Wertheimer removed from 


Palm Springs to Hollywood hospital, 
recovering from injuries suffered in 
accident that cost the life of Mrs. 
Edward J. Mannix. 


. v 
Minneapoiis 
By Les Rees 


Warner Bros.’ club to hold Christ- 
mas party. 

Phil Dunas, Columbia district man- 
ager, a visitor. 


Sesta, Warner Bros. home- 
office, in town. 
Jay Zimmerman, MG N. Y. home- 


office auditor, in town. 

Film salesmen had to buck below 
zero and heavy snow in N. D. 

Evelyn Wick, National Screen, re- 
covering from minor operation. 

Eph Rosen, RKO salesman, plan- 
ning holiday trip to California. 

Bill Crysial, formerly with 20th- 
Fox, has joined the GN sales’ staff. 


Eifht-year-old daughter of Ex- 
hibitor Al Charon in hospital for 
operation. 

Bill Wood, Paramount booker. es- 


, caped injury when his auto smashed 


into street car. 

Fiddlers’ club, organization of 
theatre and film exchange 
men. planning Christmas dinner. 
John J. Friedl], general manager 

Minnescta Amus. Co. (Publix), 
avy 


Thanksgiving 


of 


to Texas to 
football game. 


Honoiulu 


By Mabel Thomas 


witness 


The John Fords commuted a 

Ray Kinney coming home 
ary. 

Mother 
von here. 

Jackie Coogan and bride 
late in January. 

Mrs. F. Chapman visiting 
ents at Salt Lake. 

Johnny Neissmuller vetting a 


bronze at Waikiki. 


arn. 
in Janue 
and sister of Dori: 


Ken- 
expected 


hes 


par- 


fenee Borzage and Muy Sunday 
here for three weeks. 

Lazlo Swartzs, Hungarian artist, 
here for three month 

Mother of Tyrone Power visiting 
her dauchter indefinitely 

Joc] McCreas got so lonesome for 
their kiddies they only stayed four 
days 


Soph and Sam Kramer will spend 
10 days at Waikiki them ret 
from Sydney. 

J. Walter Dovle, custom: 


on uit 


collee- 


tor, here. Former member of the 
Fourth Estate discussing old friends 
‘with Jimmy Dawson. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as Dud- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
Sun Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit fot 
these news items; each has been rewritten trom a daily paper. 


East 








,of N. Y. World’s Fair police system. 

Terminal theatre, Brooklyn, nicked 
for $500 Saturday night. Taken from 
a small wall safe, supposedly by 
someone who hid during the night 





Group Theatre planning a series siapieniiainid 

° . } c ( re c. 

xf Sunday programs with one act|* “ . . 
shiawe : Boy Scouts operated the Central 
. om Brice director of the theatre, Times Sq., Saturday, as a 
o_o stb: 0, eshesinbind the press stunt. Regular staff carried on 

omen’s orch., conductec Spee fa sens 

: >it > leir supervision. 

Thanksgiving Day performance ol — t oe ee eee > . 
ora | and Gretel’ at the Hippo Loretta Young and Tyrone Power 
Hansel - cig = oe lead in N. Y. Daily News popularity 
irome. Said to be the first time a wit . 

vom: las ct icted a major oper- | ©, , 
ro nan | a c aartee a maj ) Lawrence Million. who accidently 
atec pertormance ini X. killed a woman while shooting at 

Frances Farmer guest of honor at the marquee of Loew’s Bay Ridge 
the Drama Study Club last Friday. theatre last June. was held on a 

Grace Moore in an auto accident | charge of first-degree manslaughter 


last Wednesday, but escaped injury 
Hurrying from Joplin to Springfield 
Mo., to catch a train when a tire 
burst. Chauffeur kept the car on its 
wheels and she caught the train. 

Nat. Bureau for Blind Musicians 
and Artists seeking to establish a 
fund of $50,000. Mayor LaGuardia 
interested. 

Upton Sinclair elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa chapter of the College of the 
City of N. Y. 

Bossini de Vall, who has made - a 
pr a Will Ro ie aan ee Seale George Auerbach. B. P. Schulberg 
150-foot figure representing Ame! production exec, filed eS Sew 
can industrv. denying charges lodged against him 

Stradivarius Memorial Assn.| PY his wife, Helen Coburn, actress, 
granted a charter. To supply good |!" her suit for divorce in L, A. , 
instruments to talented but impecu- Judgment for $7,500 was grantec 
nious violinists. Alfred Spaulding is |‘? Attorney Leonard J. Meyberg in 
one of the incorporators and Efrem L. A against Freddie Bartholomew 
Zimbalist a director. Or legal Services. ee 

Strand theatre. Brooklyn, Betty Lawford, actress. obtained a 


Monday (27) in Kings County Court 

Inquiry into the fatal shooting of 
Genevieve Augustin in the home of 
Gypsy Rose Lee last summer 
pended. Mother of girl had demanded 
investigation, but grand jury backed 
up original suicide theory. 


SUS- 


Coast 


testing 


» - Pee f +- > . e 
auto drivers for their reactions. Part — from Monta Bell in Juarez, 
of a saiety drive. Under police | °* ' : 

. ~—" k Bubbles Rogers, strip teaser, 


auspices 

New police drive on against sub- 
way smokers. Fines are $2 instead) ‘t 
of the previous buck $ Emmett W. Peters, driver of the car, 
4 t ‘ » . _ 

Lord Tweedsmuir, speaking in W&s killed. 
Toronto, kidded Hollywood versions , ,,°*o “ese 
of Shal nammnwee sieve Howard N. Willis, manager of the 

SNanesped S YS. . aces - ae eT Pe 

General Motors, Ford and Chrysler | Pasadena — as he was starting 
to drop subsidiary finance cos. tor the bank, | oe 

‘Sundav Nights at Nine’ out of the Separate maintenance decree was 
Barbizon Plaza, but there’ll be regu- | $tanted_ to Nola Luxford, actress, 
lar Sunday programs Start Dec. 12. | fom William SBaurenschmidt, in 

m Ud) 4 Bic ». « _ ia. I 4 

Canadian Govt. shoots 2,000 buffalo | <*: on at a 
in the herd at Wainwright to reduce Suit for divorce was filed by 
the number to fit the grazing area. Jocelyn Howarth Brent, film player, 
Packing concern bought the carcasses | 28a4inst George Brent, in L. A. Brent 
for meat and hides = recently was denied an annulment cf 

Lec ‘ 4 we 1 ° 

Chorus girls from the French | "5 marriage to Miss Howarth. 
Casino returned to their homes last John Montague, golfing wiz, re- 
week when some 35 boarded the turned to Hollywood and announced 
Normandie he will train for the British and 

Local department store opens its ne open titles. desis 
ski slide with a flock of chamvs. To ohn Timny pleaded not guilty in 
promote sales of skii and clothing. - 4 federal court to sending 


suffered two broken legs in an auto- 
mobile accident in L. A. in which 


Cotnelia Otis Skinner started a |‘ reatening letter to Marion Davies. 
brief road tour in Princeton last | .. Suit is on file in L. A. brought by 
Friday. Breaking in her new ‘Edna, | Mrs. Charlotte Shelby, mother of 
His Wife’ for the Little opening Mary Miles Minter, against her | 
Dec. 7 ‘ Ho heap daughter, Mrs. Margaret 

‘ . —— ‘illmore. for return of valuables 

Helen Hayes prez of a new racl) ft 7 . 

estate development in the Ramapo | worth $50,000, also $5,000 damages 


Vallev. First job was to sell herself | /°U illegal detention. 


30 acres of the 500 acre tract. Robert Final citizenship papers handed 
F. Cutler. of the County theatre, |' George Brent in L, A, federal 


Su“ern, N. Y., will actively manage. gage , he 
A xylophone recital one of the Frank Leach, 49, studio technician 


novelties at Town Hall last week. | found dead in his home in Los An- 
Performer was Yoichi Hiraoka, Jap | 3¢les from bullet wounds. . 
who plays the classics on the sticks. Minor contract of Ronald Sinclair, 
N. Y. savings banks will distribute | Australian moppet now with Metro, 
nearly $29.900.000 in Christmas Club °Kayed by the L. A. superior court. 
accounts. Tops. Judith Allen filed an amended 
Otto Kruger hurt in a London auto Complaint in_ her $2,000,000 suit 
crach last week. against Mrs. Delohine Dodge Crom- 
Theatre Guild to stage a curtain- ‘well Baker Godde charging that she 
less performance of ‘Mme. Bovary’,“lienated the affections of Jack 
Dec. 9. Curtain will be kept up to Doyle. 
permit students of technique to! 
watch the changes made. Mail orders 
only.» No window sale. 
Billy Jackson, booking agent, loses 
his suit against Jack Johnson, erst- 
while fight champ. Asked commis- 


land made defendants in a damage 
suit for $20,925 filed by 
Sheranian, 14, growing out of auto- 
mobile accident injuries. 

_ Priscilla Lawson and Allan Cur- 


sions on Johnson’s tour of the dime tis. screen players, announced they 
museums, but the jury couldn't sce, Will be wed in the Christmas holi- 


it. days. 

Trans Lux and subsids included 
among the defendants is a_ suit 
brought by Frederick A. Morney. 
who claims conspiracy to maintain a 
monopoly against his news projec- 
tion invention. Inventor asks $3,090,- 
000 triple damages. 


MARRIAGES 


Josephine E. Tierney, acting man- 
ager of WBZA, Springfield, Mass., 
now resigned, to Robert White, for- 


Attendance of 2.500 at third ‘at’mer manager of WBZA and now a 
home of Opera Guild at the Met WBZ, Boston. announcer, in Spring- 
Friday. Long list of guest stars con-| gold. Nov 95 


tributed to a novelty program. Din- 
ner to Lucrezia Bori preceded the 
event. 

Proposed closing of uptown Hud- 


Agnes Arnold to C. E. Axtell, Nov. 
25, in Los Angeles. Bride is 
tary in the Fox West Coast district 


secre- 


son Tubes set back from Dee. 4 at; Managers’ offices. 

behest of business men. Line would Margaret Smith and Jack Orrison. 
have stooped at 28th street, to per-|in Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. Bride and 
mit building of Sixth avenue subway. | groom are both on artists. staff. 


but storekeeners staved off the clos- 


. KDKA, and d 
ing until after the Christmas shop- pee Pe 


under title 


program together 


of ‘Adam and Eve.’ 


Hing 

ae t television experiment in Carolyn Dickson to Bill Cuttino, 

London had two men seven miles |" Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. Bride is a 

apart in an animated conversation. sception clerk, KDKA, and groom 
Probably fatal shooting tlie after- is an engineer, Westinghouse comp.. 

math of a basketball game at Stryk-. onerators of station. 

ers Lane community center Sunday Marie Fox to Carl Erickson. in 

Started ” a fist fight and ended in a) Valparaiso, Ind, Nov. 22. Groom is 

chagrin gy waich Leonard Pros-| on mnouncing staff of WIND, Chi- 
Hayden Planetarium showed to ASO 

som2 80,000 persons from Oct. 2 to! Betty Furness to Johnny Green in 


) 
Nov. 26. 
>» Outlaw to Crawford Tabor, 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 26. Bride 
appeared in several pics 


Nov. 26. Of that number, 26,000 were | Hollywood, 
from out of town. Myri! 

Franklin Institute, Philadelphia. ; in 
offers a contest for a son@ to be sun? 
at the dedication of the Franklin 


Memorial. May 19. Prize not stated George Bvron Stratton, 70, former 
WiCTT lal. aViAy We e ‘ sLAECE circus elowr + ‘ay ie “ata ‘ere. 
Dr. Hari McDonald, of U. of P., is to) | eo Badirs Fannie Ka ; veh . 

have charge mn, 26. Washington, D. C lyvic 


writer, Nov. 24 
Miriam Graham to 


Deputy Palice Commissioner Sul- 


Jack 


livan quits the staff to become headi 


f 


Constance Bennett and Gilbert Ro- | 


Darleen | 


Bertell ! 











BY MANN AT GARDEN 


By JACK PULASKI 
Madison 





Attendance at 
Garden Friday 
Pastor, former Golden Glover, was 
outpointed in 10 rounds by Nathan 
Mann, New Haven 
remembered  Pastor’s 
against Joe Louis, when he ran back- 
ward for 10 rounds and ‘stayed.’ 
Against Mann Pastor obviously 
showed the effects of his long layoff. 

Pastor lost 
ow blows but 
won those 
anyhow, 

Mann repeatedly caught Pastor 
with left hooks to the head, forcing 
the latter to hold frequently. In the 
first, Pastor went to one knee after 
taking a solid right to the chin but 
he rose without a count. 


Square 


talian 


Scab acadle Aas VU o 


due to 
appeared to 


points 


several rounds 
Mann 


Sessions on 


nave 


George Brescia, of South America, 
was kayoed in the fifth round of the 
semi by Eddie Hogan, young Water- 
bury, Conn., heavyweight. Brescia 
was counted out on the ropes. 

Tom Beaupre, Dallas, was counted 
yut after Alberto Lovell, Argentine 
heavy, sent him to the canvas in the 
round of another prelim 


t} t 
rst 


Fichell Winds Up Grid 
Crystal-Gazing with .671 


Dick Fishell and Football wound 
up their weekly tilts Saturday (27), 
with Varrety’s prognosticator cor- 
raling 16 wins out of a possible 20. 
Two of the four lost were ties. He 
compiled an average for the season 
of .671 for 207 selections. Tossing out 
tle games boosts the figuve to .747. 

Fishell picked winners on 139 oc- 
casions, dropping the duke 68 times, 
with 21 of tha‘ figure resulting in 
Mexican stand-offs. In view of the 
fact that Fishell specializes only in 
the tough games in each section of 
the country, the average, while not 
phenomenal, is okay. Included among 
the 139 correct guesses were several 
short-enders. These included George- 
town over NYU, Colgate over Syra- 
cuse, Santa Clara over Stanford, 
Temple over Carnegie Tech, and 
Stanford over Washington. Three 
times underdog selections succeeded 
in gaining moral victories by hold- 
ing top-heavy favorites to ties. They 
were Cornell over Dartmouth, Ore- 
gon State over So. California, and 
Columbia over Stanford. 

Though this year’s final average is 
six points behind last year’s .677, 
there was a difference of 58 games in 
the number selected. 
101 winners out of 149 games last! 
season. 

Fishell’s best 
opener, Sept. 25, 


were the 
he batted 


weeks 
when 


(26) fell off as Bob | 


The hove ! 


performance 


| Tenn., 


i pic houses. 


over 


jof old Vaudette in 1936. 


eke 
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{| OBITUARIES 


LILIAN BAYLISS 

Lilian Bayliss, 63, died in London 
of a heart attack Nov. 25. As direc- 
| tor of Saddler’s Wells and later the 
Old Vic theatres, she did 
popularize Shakespeare in England 
than any other person. 

Taking over the Old Vic, then a 


— a 
more to 


music hall of rather unsavory repu- | 
tation, jn 1912, after her earler ex- | 
per:ence at Saddler’s Wells, she made | 


the refurbished theatre the home of 
serious drama, bringing to fame such 


players as Dame Sybil Thorndike, 
Maurice Evans, John Gielgud and 
many others. In 1914 the Vic was 


dedicated to Shakesperean produc- 
tions, other dramas being sent to the 
Wells, which she still maintained. 
With gallery seats priced as low as 
four cents, she brought the classical 
drama to the masses, and the re- 
sponse was gratifying. It has been 
the ambition of many actors to claim 
the Vic as their alma mater, and re- 
cently Charles Laughton gave up a 
profitable season in pictures to aily 
himself with the stock company. 

In her girlhood Miss Bayliss toured 
South Africa with her parents, play- 
ing in court houses or other avail- 
able halls. After eight years of this 
touring she returned to England to 
become secretary to her aunt, then 
operating the Old Vic as a music 
hall. 

She was the first to give a com- 
plete evening’s performance of mo- 
tion pictures in England and ope- 
rated these so successfully that she 


~ 


than half a century in the theatrical 
business, died in New York, Noy 26. 
He was with W. J. Gilmore when 
that Philadelphia manager was at his 
apex, represented M. B. Leavitt, Com- 
stock & Gest, the Shuberts, Joseph 
M. Gaites and Richard Herndon. 

Funeral services were conducted 
by the Actors’ Fund. 


FERDINAND A. BUESCHER 
Ferdinand A. Buescher, 76, pion 
manufacturer of band instrument 
died in Elkhart, Ind., Nov. 29, follow 

ing a heart attack. 

He founded the Buescher Band In- 
strument Co. after working 18 years 
in the factory of C. G. Conn. Since 
1932 he was general manager of Art 


| Musical Instruments, Inc. 


was able to support a series of sym- | 


phony concerts with the proceeds. 
She received the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts from Oxford univer- 
sity in 1924, 


LOUIS S. BACH 

Louis S. Bach, 44, operator of chain 
of community theatres in 
died Nov. 27 of uremic 
after brief illness. 

Bach, a native of Cold. Creek, 
came to Atlanta with his 
parents when he was 10 and identi- 
fied himself with show business at 
an early age, starting out as a peanut 
vendor after school hours in the old 
Nickelodeon, one of Atlanta’s first 
He later became a pro- 
jectionist and worked for Col. E. A. 


, Schiller, M-G-M exec, who, at that 


time, of Loew’s Grand 
there. 

With borrowed money Bach took 
Alpha theatre 13 years ago. 
Spurred by ambition to spell his sur- 
name with initial letters of names 
of theatres, he acquired Bankhead in 


was mgr, 


He grabbed} 1932, Hilan, which he had built in 


1933, and opened Center at same site 
He also 
owned and operated Ponce de Leon 
and American. Death thwarted his 


1,000 by picking nine out of nine, P!an to spell out his given name in 


and Nov. 13 when he knocked off, 
19 out of 26, with four of the seven |} 
lost being tie games. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Willard Miller, son, 
Nov. 20, Fort Wayne. Father is in 
technical department of WOWO and 
WGL, Fort Wayne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eeward P. McCaf- 
frey, daughter, in N. Y. Father is in 


, circulation department of Variety. 


in N. Y., Nov. 29. Groom is agent: 
bride has a 20th-Fox film test 
pending. 

Helen Potts to Frank Ryan, in 


Hollywood, 
pictures. 


Nov. 27. 


Bride is in 


Florence Vickland to Crane Calder. | 


in Elkton, 
partner in 


vice 


Md., Oct. 
Amsterdam 


26. Groom is 


Artists Ser- 


Josepnine Baker to Jean Lion at 
Crevecoeur le Grand, France, Nov. 
20 Bride is the American colored 
ongstress: he’s a dress manufacturer. 

M. H. Peterson to Laurel Dufour. 
in Valparaiso, Ind., on Nov. 29. 
Bridegroom is v.p. with 
radio news service firm 

Virginia Bruce to J. Walter Ruben. 
‘~heduled for Dec. 8, in Los Angeles. 
Bride is film act the 
lirector. 

Siephania Dale to Cres Courtney 
n Hollywood, Nov. 27. Bride isa 
nitery singer; he is assistant man- 
1ger of Consolidated Radio Artists in 
Hollywood. 


Chicago 


ress; hes film 


Helen Baker to Bernard Carr in 
San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 27 He 
is a unit manager with Hal Roach, 


Peggy Anson to Nap 
RKO publicist, Nov. 14 at 
Mexico 


Harrison, 
ex scato, 
j 


theatres, 


0. H. JOHNSTONE 

Oscar H. Johnstone, 77, formerly 
operator of now defunct American 
Theatrical Agency, Chicago, and once 
'a dramatic stock owner-actor, died 
at home of his son, Pat Barrett, in 
Chicago, Nov. 25, of a heart attack. 

For many years Johnstone toured 
the country with his wife in the O. H. 
& Duffy Johnstone stock company, 
after which he opened the American 
Theatrical Agency in the Delaware 


actress 


Atlanta, | 
poisoning | 


‘building and became one of the best 


known dramatic and musical agents 
in midwest up until the time of his 
retirement several years ago. 
Surviving are two daughters and 
a son, known to radio audience as 
Uncle Ezra. Burial from .Chicago. 
MARY WEIR WILLIAMSON 
Mary J. C. Williamson, widow of 
late J. C. Williamson, founder of the 
legit firm of J. C. Williamson, Lid., 
and known today as Williamson-Tait, 


|death, probably 


Survived by his widow, a brother, 
granddaughter and grandson. 


SAM J. NICHOLLS 

Sam J. Nicholls, for many years 
prexy Spartanburg, S. C., Fair Asso- 
ciation, operating one of top Dixie 
layouts, including auto. ‘cycle nad 
hoss racing tracks, died Nov. 22 afte 
brief illness. Was horse fancier and 
widely known on Southern tracks: 
also former Congressman and prexy 
Spartanburg Bar Association. 


DEXTER W. FELLOWS 
Dexter W. Fellows, 66, died in Hat- 
tiesburg, Miss., Nov. 28, of typhoid 
fever, complicated by a kidney ail- 
ment. He was the outstanding press 
agent of his generation and held top 
place for nearly 40 years. 
Details in the Outdoor pages. 


HENRIETTA COYLE 

Henrietta Coyle, 48, forme: 
and wife of Jack Coyle 
dead in her home at Lake 
Hiawatha, Nov. 26. She had 
not been seen around for several 
days and investigation revealed het 
two or three days 


Mrs. 


found 


before. 


HUGH C. ANDREAS 
Hugh C. Andreas, manager of the 


Lyceum, Minneapolis, died in that 
city, Nov. 20. He had been a resi- 
dent of Minneapolis for 24 years. He 


had previously managed the Lagoon. 
Survived by his widow, a daughter, 
three brothers, and a sister. 


JOHN WILLIAM BATES 


John William Bates, 27, well 
known in eastern Ohio night club 
circles, died Nov. 22 in Twin City 


Hospital, Dennison, O., from pneu- 
monia, 
His mother and a son survive. 


ERNEST S. BINGHAM 
Ernest S. Bingham, 69, died in 
Kansas City last week of a heart 
attack, 
He had been engaged in theatrical 
business since 1892. 





HOWARD E. CAMPBELL 
Howard E. Campbell, 51, chief en- 
gineer of WHAS, Louisville, died 
Nov. 23, 1937, from carbon monoxide 
in garage. 
Story in section, 


radio news 


a 


JOHN IRACI 


John Iraci, 52, president and 


| operator of stations WOV and WBIL, 


passed away in Sydney after a br‘ef | 


illness. 


Veir, 


Formerly known as Mary 
the late Mrs. Williamson ap- 
peared with success on the stage in 
Australia as a dancer in 1896, later 
re.iring from professional life to be- 
come a keen charity worker. 

GEORGE BUSH 

George W. Bush, 79, screen 

icter player for 14 years, died Nov. 


char- 


23 at his home in Culver City, Calif. | 


Bush was a native of Janesville, 
Wis., and for vears was a cattle 
rancher. Last film work was in ‘The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.’ Widow, 
Mrs. Nora Bush, and a daughter in 
Twin Falls, Idaho, survive. 


ARTHUR G. WILLIAMS 


; 
} 


Howe, 20th-Fox publicist, 
Arthur G. Williams, 75, for more, 26 at Long Beach, Calif. 


New York, and WPEN, Philadel- 
phia, died of heart disease, Nov. 24. 
Details in radio section. 


BARBARA LE BOZOKY 
Barbara Le Bozoky, 45, stage and 
film actress, died in Hollywood, Cal, 
Nov. 28. Remains were cremated. 
A son survives 


Henry Rice Browning, 72, father > 
Mrs. Ben H. Voorheis, wife of Ben 
H. Voorheis, contracting agent of the 
Strates Shows Corp, died Nov. 1) a! 
Varney, W. Va. 


Charles A. Cobb, 79, father ’ 
Robert Cobb, co-owner of the Brov 
Derby vestaurants, and father-in-la 
xf Gail Patrick, died Nov. 25 of a 
heart attack in Hollywood. 


his home, 


’ 


_ Father, 51, of Edgar A. Grunwald 
Fditor of Varrery Radio Directors 
died suddenly Nov. 24, 1937, of heart 
disease in his home at Fond du Lac 
Wis. 


father of Mil 
died No 


Soloman Howe, 
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WHAT [ THEY THINK 


Exhib’s Peeve vs. Radio 
Chicago, Nov. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Fearing that your able editoriai, 
‘Films and Coffee’ in your Nov. 17 
issue is like ‘a voice crying in the 
wilderness, I want you to know 
what one exhibitor, at least, thinks 
of its context. And I firmly believe 
that, were the truth known, there 
are countless other exhibitors who 
also agree. 

As the editorial so aptly phrases it, 
there appears to be a healthy surplus 
of ‘jumbled thinking’ in this mar- 
velous business of ours. There is 
likewise a lamentable searcity of 
‘constructive thinking.’ 


26. 


And more’s the pity, out of this | 


mass of ‘jumbled thinking’ came 
such exhibitor aids as ‘bank nites,” 
‘stage shows,’ ‘personal appearances; 
‘double features,’ ‘free chinaware; 
etc.. etc. These, having failed of their 
purpose, the benevolent producers 
went into a huddle, did some more 
‘jumbled thinking’ and put the ball 
into play with a ‘Mammoth Thurs- 
day Night Radio Broadcast’ forma- 
tion that will undoubtedly throw 





| that the commercial end of the busi- 


ness is no concern of the people who 
buy tickets. Anyone interested in 
grosses can find out about them in 
the trade press. To let the public 
know that a picture, which hasn’t 
been released in New York, is fiop- 
ping in the Gene Autry belt is to 
surround that picture in an atmos- 
phere of failure, and goes a long way 
towards killing the effect of the over- 
whelmingly favorable reviews it got 
from the critics. 

At the same time, someone should 
tell the boys to cut out that ‘picture- 
stealing’ nonsense. “True Confession’ 
hasn’t been shown yet, but who hasn’t 
read a dozen times that John Barry- 
more ‘steals’ the picture? The only 


| effect of this kind of mullarkey is to 





the exhibitor’s team back to its own | 


one-yard line. And, if the exhibitors 
haven't a fine kicker to punt that 
Broadeast back to the center of the 
ficld—well—it’s going to be a case 
of ‘turn in your suits, boys, it’s our 
last game.’ 

After all, don’t the producers and 
the exhibitors really realize that we 
are in the motion picture business? 
Not the stage show business, 
bank nite business, the chinaware 
business, the vaudeville business. 
nor the radio broadcasting business. 

And, when things come to such a 
pass that a good picture faiis to draw 
them in—why, then there’s some- 
thing the matter with the motion 
picture business. A good picture will 
always get them in at the boxoffice 
and don't let anyone tell you any | 
different. Experience has taught us 
the absolute truth of this statement. 
In our downtown theatre in Chicago, 
way off the ‘main drag’ we never had 
to resort to a banknite, stageshow, 


| fied to 


the | ¢ 
| first ten. 


| recent St. 


free chinaware, or any other sensa- | 


tional comealong to induce the pub- 
lic to come to our theatre. 

We simply gave the public good 
pictures (the best we could get), a 
newsreel and a pictorial or cartoon, 
That is our program—and we have 
found it to be exactly what the pub- 
lic wants. When we have a good 
picture we run it for from 3 to 10 
weeks to good business. After all, 
isn't it the picture that the public 
comes to see? Else why do they 
come? 

I haven't any remedy to suggest, 





but :ertainly a Thursday night radio 
broadcast isn’t the remedy for a sick 
boxoffice. Perhaps the producers 
might decide to do some more | 
‘jumbled thinking.’ If so, let us hope 
that they decide to make some good 
pictures—plenty of them. Or, they 
might—you notice I say might—de- 
cide to make enough really good pic- 
tures to supply each big city theatre 
each season with extended runs. 
Then devote their attention to mak- 
ing a quota of what I call ‘small 
town pictures’—pictures that will 
never be shown in the big cities. 
Later those good pictures can be 
released to the small towns the fol- 
lowing season along with their reg- 
ular quota of ‘small town pictures.’ 


water town, showing a big and really 


To me, this business of some eal | 


good picture months ahead o* the big | 


city in the same State is all ‘phooey.’ 


Of course it is a matter of revenue | 


big eity exhibitor. 

Again let me compliment VARIETY 
on its stand in this matter of vital 
importance. . 


| 


ber that we are in the Motion Pic- | 


ture Business. 
J. Vicedomini, Manager, 
World Playhouse. 


What the Fans Needn’t Know 
New York, Nov. 27. 
Editor, Variety: 

Now that the picture business is 
awake to the mischief that the radio 
chatterers can do, isn’t it about time 
someone told off the boys who do it 
With syndicated columns instead of 


| and plays, 
| weekly. 


microphones? The latest rash seems | 


to be to let the dear public in on the 
boxoffice fortunes of the current pic- 
tures. Thus, Winchell announced in 
the Mirror this week that ‘Conquest’ 
hadn't done so well at the Capitol 
N. Y. Sullivan in the News went him 
one better. His fans were informed 
that the same picture was flopping 
all over the country. This mind you 
lust before the picture goes out on 
the New York circuit. 

Someone ought to call these 

‘cards aside and whisper to them 


hurt the star names in a picture, for, 
as surely as 2 and 2 make 4, the 
inevitable inference is that, if the 
‘stealer’ is good, the others are rot- 
ten. It may not seem so silly applied 
to Barrymore, but it is easy to recall 
cases where the gossips, eager to de- 
velop an angle, announced that so- 
and-so, who appeared in six min- 
utes of a 90-minute picture, stole it 
from the stars. Considering that a 
star may make two or three pictures 
a year, this kind of monkeyshine can 
do serious damage. 

One last squawk: that ‘first-ten’ 
guesswork that starts about Labor 
Day and continues until the official 
selections are made by those quali- 
make them. For weeks, Ed 
Sullivan has been quivering all over 
as to who's going to make that sacred 
Listing the results of the 

Louis poll, he included 
only the top 30 names in each group. 
because he didn’t want to ‘humiliate’ 
those who finished below that. Now, 
I ask you: With hundreds of names 
in pictures, each established pretty 
securely in his or her own niche. 
Sullivan is going to humiliate them 
by revealing that Basil Hemingway 


| ranks only 37th in the male division 
| and Cecelia Primrose 43d in hers. 


The movie-going public has no 
business worrying its collective head 
over these things. They’re strictly 
for the industry. The regular year- 
end listings will take care of all the 


| inside dope the public needs to know. 


To inform the public months in ad- 
vance that Joan Crawford’s rating is 
due for a drop simply hurts her pic- 
tures due for release. The sooner 
our experts stop watching them 
make pictures to let the public in 
on the gimmicks that make the 
earthquakes and _ hurricanes, the 
better it'll be for the movie industry. 
Louis Perloff. 





Net a German Film 
Long Island City, Nov. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Concerning your review on my 


| film, ‘The King Smiles-Parts Laughs’ 
in your Nov. 


24 issue, please note, 
that this film is not a German pic- 
ture. It is an Austrian film, pro- 
duced entirely in Vienna by a Vien- 
nese producer, Atlantis Film, Vienna, 
for Universal Film Corp. 

Willi you kindly correct this, as I 
am distributing only Viennese films 
and not German films. 

Bruno Zwicker. 

{Trademark title on this picture | 
is Ufa, a German-state subsidy, 
hence the Germanic inference.] 





Ge-to-the-Theatre Week 
New York, Nov. 
Editor, Variety: 


23. 


As one proud to be associated with | 
to the producer—but it is hell on the | the theatre that is 


Broadway to- 
day I earnestly support a ‘Go to 
the Theatre Week’ which was suc- 
cessfully launched a week ago in 


.and let us all remem- | Chicago by Mayor Edward J. Kelly. 


Not in many years has Broadway 
housed so many outstanding artists 
and the list is growing 
We have with us today 
such peerless performers as Al 
Shean. Constance Cummings, Lu- 
cile Watson, Violet Heming, Alfred 
Lunt. Lynn Fontanne, Ina Claire, 
Maurice Schwartz, Frances Farmer, 
George M. Cohan, James Bell, James 
Barton. Burgess Meredith, Lillian 
Gish, Vincent Price, Elissa Landi, 
Ethel Barrymore, Dudley Digges, 
Gertrude Lawrence, Ian Keith, Nan 
Sunderland. Louis Calhern’= and} 
Alexander Kirkland, among a host} 


of others: we have such smash hits 
as ‘I'd Rather Be Right.’ ‘Golden 
Poy.” ‘Brothers Ashkenazi,” ‘Father 
Maleechy’s Mirscle.” ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
‘Georre and ?} ercaret, ‘Caesar,’ and 
‘Amphitrvon 38. 

I believe good time for the 
celebration would be the first week 
of January. 

J. S. Suits, Gen. Mgr 
Dreier Hotels, Inc 





TALK MAMMOTH 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 


earn.vals of the country into one 
Mammoth corporation has been under 
serious discussion. Among _ those 
round-tabling on the proposal have 
| been Rubin & Cherry, Beckmann & 


Gerety, Hennies Bros. Johnny J. 
Jones and the Royal American 
Shows. 

Plan was to incorporate under a 


single firm organization. with stock 


purchase, with the possibility of list- 
ing the stock on the New York Curb. 


Understood that deal was practi- 
cally set until the Royal American 
crowd got somewhat chilled on the 
notion and backed away with a 
couple of excuses. Plan is slated to 
come up for further discussions fol- 
lowing the current outdoors meeting 


tion scheme would, if 
| through before 1939. 


1c BLASTS CHILL B. 0. 


AS WINTER SPORTS IN. 


St. Paul, Nov. 30. 

Showmen don’t have to be old- 
timers to remember when they wel- 
comed winter with open arms, since 
the icy, snowy blasts once blew cus- 
tomers into their houses. Now these 
same blasts are blowing the peasants 
out into the open. 

Skiing clubs are already organizing 
though the high-snow season is still 
a good month away. Plans for week- 
end ski trips now call for thrice- 
weekly meetings, so that the set-up 
may pan out right. All of which 
spells drab results at the theatre box 
offices. 

Hockey is currently undergoing a 
robust revival, with both St. Paul 
and Minneapolis having teams in the 
field, plus a strong University of 
Minnesota ice aggregation (last year 
co-champs with Michigan in the Big 
Ten) on the rink before near- 
capacity paying audiences. 

St. Paul’s Greater Winter Carnival 
group has been hitting the ball, too, 
just having finished an eight-day 
Sportsmen’s Show in the munie aud. 
Estimated 75,000 shoved through the 
turnstiles. And just as soon as out- 
door ice is deemed safe for skating 
this same carnival board of strategy 
will dig in on arrangements for city- 
wide bob-sledding, tobogganing, 
skating, sliding and skiing events. 
All this fun is free, so it looks the 
midnight oil for the theatre exploita- 
tioneers. 


ever, go 





Roller Ballet 


Cleveland, Nov. 30. 

Building of Al Sutphin’s Arena for 
hockey and ice ballets is indirectly 
responsible for a boom in the roller- 
skating business here. Charlie Hor- 
| vath's Skateland with 1,200 capacity 
| taking such a heavy jump in attend- 
ance that he is trying out a roller- 
ballet for the first time during holi- 
days. 

Stunt originated by Bobby Burns, 
who will stage it Christmas week 
| with 140 members of Cleveland Rol- 
ler Club. 





B&G. ™ First 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Beckmann & Gerety outfit snatched 
off the first big state fair date for 
| next season. 
| Have signatured to appear at the 
Illinois State Fair in 1938. 





Eastern Show League 
Chicago. Nov. 30. 
Eastern ‘(New York) branch of the 
| Showmen’s League of America is in 
'formation, with the executive com- 


CARNEY MERGE 


issued. Also considered likelihood of 
throwing the stock issue for public | 


here, but now doubtful that corpora- | 


Bi 7_ Roby E seal 





Lincoln, Nov. 30. 
Billie Roby, 36-year-old hula 
| Shaker with Daily Bros. carney, was 


| released by a Red Cloud, Neb., dis- 
| trict court this week (22) after she 


had been held in jail since Aug. 26! 


om manslaughter charges growing 


band, J. H. Roby, near Braden, Neb. 

Mrs. Roby testified he had fre- 
| quently threatened her life. 
brawl occurred by a roadside where 
the couple was en route to Braden’s 
annual fair. 


SUTRO BATHS 
GOES IN FOR ICE 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. . 
Sutro Baths, landmark adjoining 
San Francisco’s Cliff House, over- 
looking Seal Rocks and the Golden 
! Gate, in addition to aquatic facilities, 
|now houses an ice arena, said to be 
the largest ice floor west of Chicago. 
| Tommy Maegher, former speed 
| skater and veteran ice floor manager, 
|is in charge. He claims that more 
than $100.000 was invested in the 
concession. The ice floor measures 
| 90 by 200 feet, capable of comfort- 
|ably accommodating some 3,000 per- 
sons. 
Admission 60c. 


adults and 30c. for 


children. Rental fee for skates, 25c 
Stark Back with Barnes 
siatiaiaieaa Nov. 30. 


Mabel Stark is returning to the 
combined Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto 
circus with her animal act next sea- 
son after being out last season fol- 
lowing several years with the Barnes 
outfit. 

Whipcracker’ recently returned 
from Europe. She is expected to re- 
place the Bert Nelson animal fea- 


ture. 
Aerialist Ill 
Mansfield, O., Nov. 30 ; 
Rita De La Plata, sensational 


aerialist last season in a feature spot 
on the program of the Cole Bros.- 
Clyde Beatty circus, was stricken 
suddenly ill at her hotel here, while 
awaiting the opening of an indoor 
circus engagement. 

She is reported improving after an 
emergency. operation. Attending 
physicians said she will be hospital- 
ized for four or five weeks and will 


until next year. 





| Exploitation 





(Continued from page 
which uses distorting mirrors in one 
sequence. 

Miss Cotter hung the question 
mark on Krug Park owners for pair 
of their penny arcade trick mirrors 
and installed them in lobby of thea- 
tre. Patrons coming were not only 
arrested by their figures in carica- 
ture, 
| laugh. 

Stunt especially effective here as 
house played ‘Awful Truth’ week 
previous which meant hold out and 
packed lobby nearly every night 
with unusual mirth resulting and 
extra focus on Astaire picture. 


31) 








Matched Up 
Joe Weil used cards of giant 
matches for ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
| 1938.’ Striking cover carried plenty 


of copy for the pix, and most recip- 
| jients made good use of the novelty. 
Not new, but good for a repeat. 


To Start the Toys 


Rochester. 
| Edwards department s‘ore bought 
entire house for Saturday morning 





|} Mickey Mouse show at RKO Pal- 
ace. 

Tickets given free to youngsters 
visiting store’s toy shop. with air 
+time and newspaper ads ballying 
| event, 


Bilis Next Week 


mittee of the Showmen’s League | 
having given its tentative approval | 


of the eastern chapter. 

New York group which has been 
actively drumming for an Atlantic 
coast chapter includes George Hamid, 
Artie Lewis and Max Linderman. 
Proposal has been submitted to J. C. 


| McCaffery, League prexy, who will 
take it under advisement with the 
f'exec committee later this xveck 


(Continued frem page 54) 
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Tostand 
Pepper bits # Kelle 
Steuben» Premaont BMhasze 
| sack 3 er iene Nicheteonm On 


Possibility of the group organiza- | out of the fatal shooting of her hus- | 


tion ef some four or five of the top | 


The | 


V: (RIE hill 


eal 


[Dexter W. Fellows, 
Dean of Press Men, 


Dies of Typhoid 


Dexter W. Fellcws, 66, probably 
the best known circus publicity pro- 
moter in the world, died in Hatties- 





burg, Miss., Nov. 28, of an attack of 
tvohoid fever. He was. stricken 
Oct. 7 while the show was plaving 


that date, and was rushed to the ho: 
pital where an early diagnosis pro- 
nounced him suffering from an at- 
tack of the flu, but it quickly devel- 
oped that his disease was typhoid 
fever. He was apparently recovering 
from the attack when complications 
due to a kidney ailment set in, and 
last midweek he was reported to be 
in a serious condition. He sank 
rapidly and his death ocurred a {ow 
days later. Bronchial pneumonia 
was stated to be the direct 
of his death. 


cause 


Dexter Fellows (few ever used his 


middle initial) was a born press 
agent. Starting in his father’s drug 
store in Fitchburg, Mass., he lonved 
| for a wider field. In Ap-'!, 1893 the 


Pawnee Bill Wild West Show came 


to town and that night Fellows went 
out on the circus train. He had 
foun. his life work. The show. a 


rather cheap imitation of the Buflalo 
Bill Wild West, went broke, but Fel- 
lows had had _ sufficient time to 
establish himselt, and he was taken 
over by the Buffalo Bill show. He 
remained with Col. Cody until 1903, 


and tou.ed both the United States 
|and Europe. Much of the success 
|of that tour was due to his adroit 


press work and the unique siunts he 
pulled, which amazed the Europeans, 
unused as they were to the flam- 
boyant American methods. He was 
c: i .or all of sxe i aport st 
visitors and made many fast friend- 
shios among the great and near-«re 1 
who visited the performances. He 


left the show and came back home to 
+ th: Ringling Brothers circus, 
but in 1905 he was back with the 


3a-num show, which had been keep- 


ing its eye on him. 
When the Ringlings absorbed the 


show he remained with outfit and 

‘hen the Ringling and Barnum & 
Bailey shows were merged he re- 
taine:| his position, though there 
were many letouts to perr it ‘tinge 
ling men to supplant the Bailey per- 
; sonnel. E> remained with the shew 
until ‘ie day he was taken ¢. the 


be unable to resume her aerial act | 


lot at Hattiesburg. 


Fellows was easily the most pop- 
ular man who ever worked off a 
press story on a hardboviled editor, 
Now a little of this popularity was 
due to his amazing memory for 
names and faces. He never forgot 
any of the people he met and could 
call a man by name after not having 
seen him for a couple of years. He 
was, moreover, a shrewd judp: of 
men and could adapt his approach to 


| suit the psychology of the person to 
| whom ke was speaking. He was fer- 
tile in invention and resourceful in 
ideas, and he could land more Jong 
stories on the New York papers than 
even his famous predecessor, Tody 


| its 


Hamilton. 
but invariably were handed a | 


By-liners fell over them- 
selves to get one of his yarns and 
for a month before the circus opened 
annual date at the Garden the 
papers were full of stories which, 
coming from any other source, would 
bave promptly been blue penciled. 
Mnly on one point did he fail. The 
newspaper men did not want stories 
of the big show and they insisted on 
playing up Fellows himself. It all 
carried the circus flavor and prob- 
ably did the show more good than 
straight blurbs would have done. He 
did not care for the personal public- 
ity, but he was far more interesiing 
to write about than the circus itself, 
and they played him up. 


Last year he published his autoe- 
biography, written in collaboration 
with Andrew Freeman, ‘This Way to 
the Big Show.’ His modesty pre- 


vented him from doing himself jus- 


tice, but he threw many interesting 
delights on the circus busine 
He is survived by his widow, the 


former Signe Eugene von Brietholtz, 

who was at his bedside when he 
d on. F 

The body was taken to Fitchburg 


bY . Fellows 
life-long friend. 


and Ry Dwyer, a 
Interment was in 
Cemetery, New PB i 


Conn 


League Hosts McCaffery 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 
League last Saturday 
in honer of 

affery. 


shind 


McC 


9 4 , 
(27) threw a big 


ident J. C. 
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See 


ANN DVORAK 
AND 


TAMARA GEVA 
IN 
“MANHATTAN 
MERRY-GO-ROUND™ . 


a , a A Republic .- ¥s 


MY SKIN IS DELICATE Picture 
SO IM CAREFUL ABOUT 
MY COMPLEXION CARE. 
| USE LUX TOILET 
SOAP BECAUSE IT HAS 
ACTIVE LATHER THAT 
GUARDS AGAINST 
COSMETIC SKIN 














GUARD AGAINST COSMETIC 
SKIN BY REMOVING 
COSMETICS THOROUGHLY ! 
| ALWAYS USE LUX TOILET 
SOAP IT KEEPS MY SKIN 


ee 
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Like 9 out of 10 other stars, Ann Dvorak and — = 
Tamara Geva take nochances with Cosmetic Skin! ept ovely “u 
Lux Toilet Soap’s ACTIVE lather removes cos- ee 
metics thoroughly—guards against the choked h 
pores that cause dullness, tiny blemishes and t e@ Ho ywoo R 
enlarged po ©5. This pure, mild soap protects the | 
skin—keeps «. clear and smooth. 
Use all the cosmetics you wish! But make way 
Hollywood’s way your way to keep skin lovely, —es—“‘—sSsSs—s—s—sSsSsSsss 
Use Lux Toilet Soap before you renew make-up 
—ALWAYS before you go to bed. 9 OUT OF 10 SCREEN STARS USE LUX TOILET SOAP rai 
>| 
\ | THIS BEAUTY BATH 01 
Cc am MAKES YOU SURE OF = 
aver Gr \ yj «| DAINTINESS -LEAVES 14 
everywhere \ we’ SKIN FRAGRANT Mi 
use LUX TOILET \ mn | i zk 


SOAP as a bath \e 6° : Z, . 
soap, too. Its a> - iis oa pee ee 

ACTIVE lather at . A / SU 
protects daintiness \' | i ee! tad | A MB You Looe al 


SWEET BETTy— 
AND YOU ARE 
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